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PREFACE. 


A* early foundation for Virtue is, beyond all 
contradiction, a duty incumbent both on 
the parent and guardian; whoſe chief aim 
ſhould be to ſew thoſe ſeeds which length of 

time cannot eradicate ; and the moſt effectual 
way is that of painting virtue arrayed i in all her 
beauties, and vice as ſhe really is—hateful ; at 
the ſame time ſhewing the pleaſures which re- 
ſult from the former, and the various ills which 

are the conſtant attendants on the latter, X 


From a mode like this, young minds will at 
an early period (long before they are introduced 
on the buſy ſtage of the world) entertain a due 
regard for the one, and deſpiſe the otherz and - 
thereby be prepared to go thro? life as ſhining | 
ornaments; and by future actions teſtify their 
grateful feelings to thoſe, who during their 
minority, laid the foundation for thoſe noble 
ideas which inculcated ſo high a ſenſe of the 
love of honour and rectitude. 


For 
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r CE 
For ſo praiſe-worthy an object, we have ever 
found the judicious parent, or guardian, place 


in the hands of thoſe under their care, thoſe 


books which have a moral tendency ; and of 
which fables, &c. have been no ſmall part; they 
very judiciouſly conſidering them as the moſt 
pleaſing mode ofſhewing the two oppoſites ; nor 
are their pupils in their juvenile years, at a loſs 
on which ſide to declare for; but hoiſt virtue's 
ſtandard, and. conſider they are the fixed enemies 
of Vice. —As this has been the never-failing 
maxim both of the ancients and the preſent age, - 
the Publiſher of the PLEasinc ComPANion 
wiſhes to copy them in ſo arduous and pleaſing 
an undertaking, preſuming he ſhall meet with 
encouragement equal to what he has experi- 


enced on former occaſions. 


The extenſion of morality being a thing ſo 
devoutely to be wiſhed for, he doubts not, but 
thoſe whom years and experience have ſtamped . 
with judgment, will be actuated by the fame 
ſtimulus that he is, and contribute to extend 


this piece to thoſe for whom it was intended, 


the younger branches of the community, 


THE 


PLEASING COMAN ION. 
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FAIXTY ANGUILETTA. 


Io great ſoever Fortune may raiſe thoſe ſhe 

H favours, yet there is no Happineſs exempt | 
rom Trouble. Thoſe who have any Knowledge 
.of the Fairies, cannot be ignorant, that they, as 
wiſe as they ſeem, have not yet found out the, Se- 
cret of ſecuring themſelves from the Misfortune of 
changing their-Shapes ſome days in every Month, 
and aſſuming that of a Bird, Beaſt, or Fiſh. ket, 

On theſe fatal Days, when they are left a Prey to 
the Cruelty of Men, it is often difficalt for them to 
ſave themſelves from the Danger to which this hard 
Neceflity expoſes them. | ; 

One of them, who transformed herſelf inta an 
Eel, was unluckily taken by ſome Fiſhermen, who 
put her preſently into a Ciſtern of Water, in the 

liddle of a fine Meadow, where. they kept the 
Fiſh reſerved for the King's Table. 


+B Anguilitta, 


I 


. »Mugniletta, which was the Fairy's Name, found 
there a great many fine Fiſh, and heard the Fiſher- 
men ſay one to another, © That the King made that 
© Night a great Entertainment, for which thoſe 
© Fiſh had been carefully picked out,“ 3 
What diſmal News was this for the unhappy 
Fairy, who accuſed her Fate a thouſand Times, and 
fighed grievouſly when ſhe got to the Bottom, whi- 
ther ſhe went, that ſhe might bewail her Misfor- 
tune the more privately. The Deſire of avoiding 
the impending Danger, made her look abroad on 
all Sides, to ſee if there was any Way to eſcape, and 
regain the River, which was but a ſmall Diſtance 
from thence ; but it proved all in vain, the Ciſtern 
was too deep to hope to get out of it About Affiſt- 
ance: And her Fears increaſed when ſhe ſaw the 
Fiſhermen, who took her, approaching, who put in 
their Nets; and Anguiletta, by avoiding them, 
thought only to defer her Death for ſome Time. 
At that Inſtant the King's youngeſt Daughter, 
who was then walking in the Meadow, came to the 
Ciſtern to amuſe herſelf with looking at the Fiſh ; 
when the Sun, which was then about ſetting, ſhinin 
in the water, Anguiletta's Skin, which was freaked 
with Gold, appeared fo bright, that the Princeſs 
| took Notice of it, and finding it very beautiful, 
10 did the Fiſherman take that Eel, and give it her. 
When the Princeſs had looked on Anguilerta ſome 
Hi ime, moved with Compaſſion, ſhe ran to the Ri- 
i. ver-fide, and threw her in; which unhoped- for 
it Service touched the Fairy's Heart with fo lively 
an Acknowledgment, that ſhe appeared that very 
1 Moment on the Top of the Water, and ſaid to the 
Princeſs, I owe my Life to you, generous- Plow- 
0 | fina, (which was the name of the Princeſs,) which 
| « 15 a great Happineſs for you. Be not afraid, (con- 
| 
[ 
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- © tinued ſhe, ſeeing her oing to run away,) Lam a 
| Fairy, and will ſatisfy you in the Truth of my 
Words by what I will do for you. 

1 Wa . 


As 
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As they were uſed to ſee Fairies in thoſe Days, 
Ploufina took Courage, and gave great Attention to 
Anguileita's agreeable Promiſes, and was about to 
make ſome Anſwer; when the Fairy interrupting 
her, ſaid, * Stay till you have received my Fa- 
« yours, before you aſſure me of your Acknow- 
© ledgmerit. Go, young Princeſs, and come here 
© again To-morrow Morning; wiſh for what you 
© would have, and I will as ſoon accompliſh it: 
Chuſe either perfect Beauty, a lively piercing 
6 Wit, or vaſt riches.” After theſe Words, Au- 
guiletta dived in the Water, and left Ploufina very 
well ſatisfied with her Adventure, | 
She reſolved to truſt nobody with what had hap- 
pened to hel for ſhe ſaid to herſelf, © If Anguiletta 
« ſhould deceive me, my Siſters may think I have 
invented this Story. | . 
After this ſhort Reflection ſhe returned to her 
Train, which confiſted only of a few Women, Whom 
ſhe found looking for her. | 
All that Night the young Plouſina was engaged 
in the Choice ſhe was to make; that'of Beauty 
had a great Sway with her ; but as ſhe had Wit 
enough to deſire more, ſhe reſolved to aſk that Fa- 
vour of the Fairy. | | 
She roſe next Day with the Sun, ran to the Mea- 
dow, as ſhe faid, to gather Flowers to make a Gar- 
land, to preſent to her Mother when ſhe was up ; 
but at the ſame Time, while her Women diſperſed 
themſelves in the Meadow, which was all ena- 
melled, to pick out the fineſt and ſweeteſt Flowers, 
the young Princeſs ſtole to the River's Side, and 
found at the Place*where ſhe had ſeen the Fairy, a 
Pillar of white Marble, perfectly fine, which pre- 
ſently opened, and the Fairy came out of it; who 
was no longer a Fiſh, but a beautiſul Woman, of 
a majeſtic Air, whoſe Head-dreſs and other Ap- 
Parel were covered over with Jewels. I am A4. 
6 22 (ſaid ſhe to the young Princeſs, who 
s ked at her with po Attention) and come to 


2 perform 
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4 His rokr of the Pxrncess HERE, 
perform my Promiſe ; you have made Choice of 
Wit; you ſhall have, from this Moment, enough 
© to deſerve the Envy of all thoſe who have hi- 
© therto pretended to it. 4 | 

The young Plou/ina, after theſe Words, found 
Herſelf quite different from what ſhe was an Inflant 
before ; ſhe thanked the Fairy with an Eloquence, 
which till then ſhe had never been Miſtreſs of; the 
Fairy ſmiling at the Princeſs's Amazement to find 
ſo much Eaſe in expreſſing herſelf. 

I am fo well pleaſed, (continued the kind An- 
© fguiletta) at the Choice you have preferably made 
© to Beauty, which People of your Age are fo 
* much delighted with, that to recompenſe you, 1 
© will beſtow that Beauty on you, which you this 
© Day have ſo prudently neglected. Come again 
© 'To-morrow at the ſame Hour, I give you that 
„Time to chuſe how beautiful you would be.“ 

Then the Fairy diſappearing, left the young 
 Ploufina more pleaſed than ever: The Choice of 
Wit was the Effect of her Reaſon, but the Promiſe 
of Beauty flattered her Heart ; and what reaches 
that, we are generally the moſt affected with. 

The young Princeſs leaving the River's Side, 
went to receive the Flowers her Women preſented 
her with, of which ſhe made a very agreeable Gar- 
land, and carried it to the Queen; but how ſur- 
prized was that Princeſs, the King, and the whole 
Court, when they heard the young Plou/ina ſpeak 
with a Grace that captivated their Hearts. 
The Princeſſes, her Siſters, ſtrove in vain to 
think her leſs witty than others; but were forced 
to yield, even to their Aſtoniſhment and Admi- 
ration. 25 * 4 

At Nigh 97 Princeſs, poſſeſſed with the Hopes 

1 


of being dome, inſtead of going to Bed, ſat 
up in her Sitſet, which was hung with Pictures, 
which repreſented, under the Figures of Goddeſſes, 
all the Queens and Princeſſes of her Houſe; and as 
all thoſe Pictures were very fine, ſhe hoped rar 4 

| | migh 
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might be aſſiſting to her in the Choice of a Beauty 


worthy of being aſked of the Fairy. 


A Juno preſented herſelf firſt to her Eyes,, fair, 
and ſet off with an Air fit to repreſent the Queen 
of the Gods; Pallas and Venus were by her: This 
Piece being the Judgment of Paris. ot 
The young Princeſs was very much pleaſed with 
the Pride and Statelineſs of Pallas; but the Beauty 
of Verus inclined her there to fix her Choice: Ne- 
vertheleſs ſhe paſſed on to the next, where ſhe ſaw 
Pomona leaning on a Bed of Turts, under 'Trees 
loaded with the fineſt Fruits, who ſeemed ſo charm- 
ing, that the Princeſs, who fince the _— 
knew every Thing, was not ſurprized that a G 
had aſſumed ſo many Shapes to ſtrive to pleaſe her. 
Diana appeared next, as repreſented by the 
Poets, with a Quiver on her Back, and a Bow in 
2 Hand, purſuing a Stag, and followed by her 
ymphs. x . | 
Flora appeared a little more careful; ſhe ſeemed 
walking in a Parterre, the Flowers of which, 
though admirable, came not up to her Complexion. 
Next her were the Graces, who looked beautiful 
and engaging, 

But the Princeſs was moſt ſtruck with a Picture 
that hung over the Chimney, which was the God- 
deſs of Youth : A charming Air appeared through 
the whole Figure; the Hair was of the fineſt White, 
the Turn of her Face admirable, the Mouth deli- 
cate, the Shape and Breaſts perfectly fine and beau» 
tiful, and her Eyes appeared more formidable to 
diſturb our Reaſon, than the Nectar ſhe was 
feigned to pour out. 4 

I will, (cried the young Princeſs, viewing the 
lovely Portrait) be as beautiful as Hebe, and, if 
« poflible, as laſting.” | ; 

After this, ſhe went into her Chamber, where 
the Day ſhe expected ſeemed too flow to ſecond her 
Impatience ; but at length appearing, ſhe returned 
to the River-Side, where the Fairy kept her Word; 

B 3 and 
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and throwing ſome Water in Plou/ina's Face, rene 
dered her as beautiful as ſhe wiſhed to be. 

The firſt Effects of the fortunate Plowfina's 
Charms, was the Praiſes of ſome Sea-Gods that ac- 
companied the Fairy ; ſhe ſaw herſelf in the Wa- 
ter, and knew not herſelf, her Silence and Amaze- 
ment being then the only Marks of Acknowledge- 
ment. F have fulfilled all your Deſires, (ſaid the 
c 3 Fairy to her) you ought to be ſatisfied, 
© but I ſhall not, till I have exceeded your Deſires 
by my Bounty.“ . | : | 
II I give you with Wit and Beauty, all the Trea- 
- © ſures in my Diſpoſal, which are inexhauſtible; 

* with only for what Riches you would have, and 

« you ſhall that Minute obtain them, both for 

« yourſelf, and whoever you think fit.“ LES. 

The Fairy afterwards diſappeared, and the young 

Ploufina, who was then as handſome as Hebe, re- 

turned to the Palace. All that met her were 

charmed. They told the King of her Arrival, who 
admired her himſelf, but knew her only by her 

Voice and Wit. She informed him that a Fairy 

had beſtowed thoſe invaluable Gifts on her ; and 

that ſhe would be called Hebe, becauſe ſhe perfectly 
reſembled the Picture of that Goddeſs... 

What new Grounds of Hatred were here for her 
Siſters ! Her Wit gave them leſs Jealouſy than her 
Beauty now. 3 

All the Princes who had been captivated by their 

Charms, no longer balanced to beeome unfaithful; 

they forſook all the Beauties of that Court, no 

Tears nor Reproaches could ſtay thoſe fickle Lo- 

vers: And this Proceeding, which at that Time 

appeared fo ſurpriſing, hath ſince, they ſay, be- 
come common. In ſhort, they all burnt for Hebe, 
whoſe Heart remained inſenſible. 

Notwithſtanding the Hatred of her Siſters, ſhe 

neglected nothing that might pleaſe them; ſhe 

wiſhed for ſo much Treaſure for the Eldeſt, (for to 
wich and give, was with her the ſame) that the 

2 8 greateſt 
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raiſe a great Army, the Wiſhes of that fair Princeſs 


Prince. 
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ee Monarch of that Country aſked that 
rinceſs in Marriage, and the Wedding was con- 
ſummated with great magnificence. 8 | 
The King, Hebe's Father, being inclined to 


crowned all his Enterpriſes with Succeſs ; his 
Kingdom and Treaſury became thereby very much 
enriched, which rendered him a moſt formidable 


| Nevertheleſs the divine Hebe, wearied with the 
Hurry of the Court, went to ſpend ſome Months in 
a pretty Box, ſome Diſtance from the capital 
Town, where ſhe laid afide all Magnificence, con- 
tenting herſelf with what was gallant, and of a 
charming Plainneſs ; Nature there only embelliſhed 
the Walks, fince Art was not then uſed, 
A Wood ſurrounded this pretty 'Retreat, the 
Paths of which had ſomething wild in them, di- 
vided by Brooks and little Rivulets, which formed 
natural Caſcades. | ; 
The young Hebe walking often in this ſolitary 
Wood, one Day felt a ſecret Grief and Languiſh- 
ing, which never forſook her ; ſhe was ignorant of 
the Cauſe of it, and fat herſelf down on the Graſs 
by the Brook-Side, the purling Noife of which 
entertained her Thoughts. | 
What Chagrin, (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) diſturbs 
the Exceſs of my good Fortune ? What Princeſs 
in the World enjoys ſo perfect a Happineſs as my- 
ſelf? I have, by the Fairy's Bounty, all I wiſh 
for; I cen load all about me with Riches; all 
that fee me, adore me; and yet my Heart poſs 
ſeſſes not quiet Thoughts. I cannot imagine 
whence proceeds the inſupportable Diſquiet which 
hath, for ſome Time, oppoſed the Felicity of 
my Life.“ | ; 
Thus the young Princeſs continually reflected, 
till at length ſhe reſolved to go to the River, to 
endeavour to ſee Anguiletta, * 
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The Fairy, accuſtomed to flatter her -Defires, 
- appeared on the Water, for it was one of. thoſe 
1 Days when ſhe was metamorphoſed into a Fiſh. 
14 II behold you always with Pleaſure, young 
1 Princeſs, (ſaid ſne to Hebe i) I know you are . 
come from a very ſolitary „ and you appear 
to me languiſhing, which is no Way agreeable 
| to your Fortune. What ails you, Hebe? Tell 
| me 1 | : 
I ail nothing, (replied the young Princeſs, in 
Confuſion ;) you have heaped too many Favours 
on me, to want any Thing to complete the Hap- 
_ © pineſs which you have beſtowed upon me. 
1 _.- © You fain would deceive me, (anſwered the 
| . © Fairy) I know very well you are not content ; 
© but what can you deſire more? Merit my Bounty 
14 | + © by a ſincere Confeſſion, and I promiſe to accom- 
1 . © pliſh your Deſires. | WITS | 
— © I know not what I would have, (ſaid the 
ccharming Hebe;) yet I am ſenſible (continued 
{45 © ſhe, louring her Eyes) I want 1 on. roy 1s 
1 abſolutely neceſſary to complete my Happineſs.” 
h! (cried the Fairy) tis Love you defire ; 
1 9 that Paſſion only is capable of making you think 
| * ſo fantaftically as you do.? 5 
A dangerous Dit, 
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poſition ! (continued the young 
1 Fairy) You want Love, you ſhall have it; Hearts 
4 | | © are naturally but too much difpoſed to it: But 
| let me tell you, you will call on me in vain to 
| put an End to that fatal Paſſion you think fo 
| o 8g an Happineſs, my Power extending not ſo 

115 far.“ 0 1 
! ; * © That matters not, (replied the young Princeſs 
1 * haſtily, bluſhing and ſmiling at the fame Time:) 
| | Alas! what ſhould I do with all the Riches you 


k | © have given me, if I, in my Turn, might not 
li | contribute to another's Felicity?“ At this Diſ- 
i courſe the Fairy ſighed, and ſhrunk beneath the 
lj Water, 1 | 
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Hebe returned to her ſolitude, with Hopes that 
already began to calm her Troubles; the Fairy's 
Menaces ſome chat diſturbed her, but thoſe wiſe 
Reflections were ſoon chaſed away by others more 
dangerous, but much more delightful, #4 

When ſhe came to the little Box, ſhe found a Meſ- 
ſenger from the King, who ſent for her to come'to 
Court the next Day. The King and Queen re- 
ceived he: with Pleaſure, and told her that a ſtrange 
Prince in his Travels arriving at their Court, they 
had a Mind to make an Eatertainment for him, to 
ſhew other Courts the Magnificence of theirs. _ 

The young Hebe, in a Trouble ſhe could not 'ac- 
count for, aſked her Siſter at firſt, if the Strahger 
was handſome? « You never ſaw any Thing like 
© him, (anſwered the Princeſs.) *« Deſcribe him 
to me, (replied Hebe in Diſorder.) mY 
le is ſuch as they feign Heroes to be, (an- 
ſwered Ileria; his Shape 1s fine, his Air noble, 
his Eyes full of Fire, the Power of which one of 
© the moſt inſenſible Ladies of the Court has al- 


ready confeſſed; he has a very fine Head of 


brown Hair, and-needs but ſhew himſelf to gain 
the Attention of all that ſee him, 
* You ſet him off to the beſt Advantage, (re- 


* plied Hebe;) do you not flatter him?” © No, | 


«* Siſter, (anſwered the Princeſs leria, with a Sigh 
© ſhe could not retain:) Alas! you will find him 
but too worthy of pleaſing.” "Mo 

At Night the Prince paid the Queen a Viſit, who 
preſented him to Hebe, whom he had not ſeen ; but 
never were two Hearts, ſo ſoon, or fo ſenſibly. 
touched, or ever had mere Reaſon. _ 

The Converſation was on different Subjects, but 
bright and agreeable, and ſupported by II that 
Vivacity the Defire of pleaſing could inſpire, 

When the Queen retired, and the fair 'Hebe had 
Time to make ſome Reflections, ſhe was ſenſible ſhe 
had loſt that Tranquillity which ſhe knew not the 
Value of, « Oh! e, (cried ſhe, as ſoon 
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as alone ;) what an Object have you permitted 
* me to behold ! Your ſage Counſels are deſtroyed 
by his Preſence. Why gave you not me Strength 
to reſiſt ſuch Charms? But Perhaps their Power 
© exceeds that of a Fairy. US 
Hiebe ſlept but little that Night, ſhe roſe very 
early, and the Care of dreſſing her againſt the En- 
tertainment at Night, amuſed her all that Day 
with an Attention ſhe was ignorant of till then; 
the being willing to pleaſe, for the firſt Time, the 
young Stranger, whoſe Deſires were the ſame, for- 
got nothing that might render him amiable in the 
charming Hebe's Eyes. The Princeſs Jleria, on 
her Part, neglected nothing that might pleaſe ; 
ſhe was Miſtreſs of a thouſand Beauties, and when 
Hebe was abſent, appeared the moſt charming 
Perſon in the whole World; but that Princeſs's 
Preſence effaced them all. | 
At Night there was a noble Entertainment, fol- 
lowed by a fine Ball, and the young Stranger had, 
without Diſpute, taken Notice of the Magnificence, 
round he have regarded any Thing but the beautiful 
Hebe. | | Tl hae 
After the Repaſt there was a fine Illumination, 
which gave as great Light in the Gardens of the Pa- 


| lace, as if it had been Day. They went to take a 


pleaſant Walk, The lovely Stranger gave the 

Queen his hand; but that Honour did not make 

Amends for the Chagrin of being ſeparated a Mo- 
ment from'his Princeſs. The Trees were covered 

with Feſtoons of Flowers, and the Lamps which 
gave the Light were diſpoſed in ſuch a Manner, 

'as to repreſent Bows and Arrows, and other Arms 

of ' Love, and in ſome Places formed Lines of 
Writing. ; | "+ 
They went into a little Wood illuminated like 

the Gardens, where the Queen ſat herſelf down by 

an 2greeable Fountain, about which there were 

laced Seats of Turfs, adorned with Garlands of 
Finke and Roſes. While the Queen — 


* 
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| the King, with a great Croud of Courtiers about 
| them, the Princeſſes amuſed themſelves with look- 
\ ing dt ſome Characters the little Lamps formed, 
- the amiable Stranger ſtanding then by the charm- 
ing Hebe, who caiting her Eyes on a Place where 
7 Arrows were repreſented, read aloud-theſe Words, 
5 which were written under them: 0 
8 They are invincible. 
e 
G Such are the Darts ſhot from the divine Hebe's 
e Eyes,“ (ſaid the unknown Prince, looking on her 
n tenderly.) The Princeſs heard him, and was con- 
; fuſed; bat her Embraſſment ſeemed to the Prince 
n a happy Preſage to his Love, he having oblerved . 
g no Anger. 
8 When the Diverſions were over, the Charms of 
the Stranger had too ſenſibly touched the Heart of 
I Ileria, for her not to perceive he loved another. 
1, Before Hebe's coming to Court, that Prince had 
e, rendered her ſome little Favours; but ſince that, 
al had been altogether taken up with his Tenderneſs 
for Hebe. y 0 ö 
1, In the mean Time, this young Stranger endea- 
* voured by his Love to move the Heart of the 
4 beautiful Princeſs. He was in love, amiable, and 
1C his Fate obliged him to love; and the Fairy aban- 
de doning her to the Inclination of her Heart, what 
be; - Excuſes were there for her to yield, who could not 
ed long hold out againſt herſelf ? 
ch The charming Stranger told her he was a King's 
r, Son, and was called Atimir, whoſe Name was well 
ns + known to the Princeſs; tor that Prince had done 
of Wonders in a War between the two Kingdoms; 
and as they had always been Enemies, he went 
ke not by his true Name at her Father's Court. 
by The young Princeſs, after a Converſation, 
Te wherein her Heart had fully received the ſweet and 
of dangerous Poiſon the Fairy had ſpoke to her of, 
ith permitted Atimir to diſcover to the King his Rank 
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and Love; who, tranſported with Joy, ran to his 
. Majeſty, and ſpoke to him with all the Ardour his 
. Tenderneſs could inſpire. 
The King conducted him to the Queen. Before 
this Marriage, a laſting Peace was made, and the 
beautiful Hebe was promiſed to her happy Lover, 
as ſoon as he had received his Father's Conſent, 
This News being ſpread abroad, the Princeſs Ileria 
felt a Grief equal to her Jealouſy ; ſhe cried and 
groaned, but was forced to conſtrain herſelf, an 
. conceal her uſeleſs Grief. | 
- The charming Hebe and Atimir ſeeing one another 
every Day, their Tenderneſs augmented, and at 
that happy Time, the Princeſs could not compre- 
hend why the Fairies, when they would complete 
the Happineſs of Mortals, ſhould not uſe all their 
Art and Knowledge to make them love. mY 
An Ambaſſador from Atimir's Father arrived at 
Court, who had been expected with great Impa- 
tience, and brought with him his Conſent; every 
Thing was prepared for the Marriage, and Atimir 
kad nothing to fear: A dangerous State for a 
Lover one-would preſerve faithful | 
The Prince thus aſſured of his Happineſs, became 
ſomewhat leſs ſenſible: One Day, as he was looking 
for Hebe in the Gardens of the Palace, be heard the 
Voices of ſome Women in a Summer-Box of Ho- 
ney-ſuckles; and hearing his Name mentioned, 
which excited his Curioſity to know more, he drew 
near to them, and heard the Princeſs leria ſay to a 
. Perſon that was with her, I ſhall die before that 
fatal Day, my dear Cleonice : The Gods will not 
permit me to ſee the ungrateful Man whom I 
© love, united to the too happy Hebe: My Tor- 


.-.,© ments are too grievous for my Life to endure 


much longer.” But, Madam, (anſwered the 
. * Damſel) the Prince Atimir is not unfaithful, he 
| © never made you any Vows; Fate alone is the 
© Cauſe of your Misfortunes ; and among ſo many 
Princes that adore you, you may bad more 

T4 amiable 
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* amiable than him, if a fatal Prevention poſſeſſes 
© not your Heart,” 
Ils there any in the whole World fo lovely as 
© him?, (replied eria.) Powerful Fairy! (added 
© ſhe, with a Sigh,) of all the Favours you have 
© beſtowed on the fortunate Hebe, I only envy 
E Atimir's Love.“ 
This Diſcourſe of the Princeſs's was interrapted 
by her Tears. Alas! how happy had ſhe been, 
had ſhe known how much ſhe touched the Heart of 
Atimir ? : 

She ſtarted up to go out of the Box, and the 
Prince hid himſelf behind ſome Trees. Ihe Tears 
and Paſſion of /leria had ſoftened his Heart, which 
he looked upon then only as Compaſſion, in Favour 
of a beautiful Princeſs, whom he, againſt his Will, 
had made unhappy. Afterwards he went and found 
Hebe, whoſe Charms ſuſpended all other Thoughts 
at that Time. 3 

In croſſing the Gardens to return to the Palace, 
he found ſomething under his feet, which he took 
up, and found it to be a ſine Pocket-Book. It was 
not far off the Box where he heard the Converſation 
of 1leria, therefore he feared to ſhew the Pocket- 
Book, leſt he ſhould give Hebe any Knowledge of 
that Adventure; but hid it from that Princeſs, 
who was then employed in doing ſomething to her 
Head-Dreſs. J | 

That Night Jeria went not to the Queen, who 
was told ſhe was not- very well after walking ; and 
Atinir comprehended that ſhe had a Mind to con- 
ceal the Diſorder he had ſeen her in at the Box, 
which Thought redoubled his Compaſſion. 

As foon as he got to his Apartment, he opened 
the Pocket-Book he had found, and on the firſt 
Leaf found a Cypher of a double 4, crowned with 
Myrrh, and ſupported by two Loves, one of which 
ſeemed to wipe his Eyes, and the other to break 
his Arrows. ; 4 puts 
| Fin | The 
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The Sight of this Cypher moved the young 


Prince: He knew very well what 7lera meant ; 


turned over the next Leaf to know more, and found 
theſe Words writ on the back- ſide: hs 


Almtghty Love, your Charms diſplay'd, 
Which did my eaſy Heart invaat : 

Ah, cruel ! thus your Poxver to prove, 
And bleſs another with your Love. 


The Hand, which he knew very well,-informed 
him it was the Princeſs //eria's Book: He was 
touched with theſe tender Sentiments, which, far 


from being ſupported: by has Love and Care, were 


not ſo much as ſupported by Hope. Theſe Verſes 


put lum in Mind, that before Hebe's Arrival at the 


Court, he thought Z/eria amiable; he began to 


look upon himſelf as falſe to that Princeſs, and in- 


— 


deed became too much ſo to the charming Hebe. 


However, he oppoſed the firſt Emotions; but his 
Heart was ufed to be fickle, and we ſeldom are 
capable of breaking ourſelves of an ill Habit, 

He threw Jleria's Pocket-Book upon the Table, 


reſolved never to look intoit ; but took it up again 


in ſpite of himſelf a Moment afterwards, and found 
in it a thouſand Things which completed Uleria's 


Triumph over the divine Hebe. 

A thouſand confuſed Thoughts poſſeſſed the 
Prince's Heart all Night : In the Morning he waited 
on the King, who appointed the Day of his Marriage 


with Hebe. Atimir anſwered with a Confuſion, which 
the King took for a Mark of his Love. How hard 


it is to know the Hearts of Men, ſince that Confu- 


- fion was the Effect of his Infidelity ä 


The King was going to the Queen, and the 


Prince was obliged to follow him. He had not 


LY 


been there long, when the Princeis Ileria appearing 


with a languiſhing Look, which the inconſtant 


Amir knowing too well the Cauſe of; rendered her 


more lovely in his Eyes: He made up to her, 


. talked 


Words in it. 


% 
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talked to her a long while, and informed her he 
was not ignorant of her Zentiments for him; and 
afterwards explained himſelf to her with a Tender- 
neſs, which was an Happineſs too great, and but 
little expected by Ileria. ; 

The charming Hebe came in at the ſame Time; 
the. Sight of her made the Princeſs 7eria and the 
light Atimir blaſh, « How handſome ſhe is! (ſaid 
* [leria, looking on the Prince with an Emotion 
© ſhe could not conceal:) Fly hence, Sir, or de- 
« prive me quite of Life.“ To which the Prince 
© could make no Anſwer. 

When Hebe approached with an Air and Charms 
which caſt a thouſand Reproaches on the ungrateful 
Atimir, all which he could not ſupport, he left the 
Princeſs, and told her he was going to diſpatch a 
Courier to the King his Father; and ſhe, for her 
Part, being prepoſſeſſed in his Favour, obſerved 
not thoſe Looks he ſometimes caſt on Ileria. 

While Jleria triumphed ſecretly, the fair Hebe 
was told by the King and Queen, ſhe was to be 
married to 4timir in three Days. But how un- 
worthy was he then of the Sentiments that News 
created in the Heart of the lovely Hebe ? | 

The Prince, though poſſeſſed with a falſe Paſſion, 
ſpent Part of the Day with Hebe; and Ileria, who 
knew of it, thought ſhe ſhould have died a thouſand” 
Times for Jealouſy ; her Love redoubling whenever 
ſhe had any the leaſt Hope. | N 

As the Prince was going into his Apartment at 
Night, he received a Letter from an unknown 
Man, which he opened in Haſte, and found theſe 


Yield to a Paſſion a thouſand Times more 

| ſtrong than my Reaſon ; but fince it is in vain 
to conceal thoſe Sentiments from you, which 
Chance hath diſcovered, come, Prince, and know 
© tne Reſolution my tender Love hath made me take. 
How happy QouldI be, if it coſt me but my Life! 
| The 


- 


\ 
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The Perſon that brought this Letter, told him, 
he was ordered to conduct him where the Princeſs 
ler ia waited for him. Atimir, without conſidering 
a Moment, followed him. After a great many 
Turnings and Windings, they came to a ſmall Pa- 
vilion full of Lights, which was at the Eud of a 
cloſe-ſhaded Alley; where he found. //eria with 
only one of her Women, the reſt being gone to 
walk in the Garden. | | 
Ileria was fat on a crimſon Cuſhion, embroidered 
with Gold; her Dreis, which was both gallant and 
magnificent, was yellow and filver Tifſue ; her fine 
black Hair was dreſſed with Ribbons of the fame 
Colour as her Clothes, intermixed with Diamonds. 
At the Sight of her, Atimir, aſhamed of being 
falſe, fell on his Knees by her, and Jleria, looking 
on him with a Tenderneis that Gear's bee. 
the Sentiments of her Heart, ſaid, © Prince, I ſent 
for you not to perſuade you to break off your 
Marriage: I know too well tis reſolved on: But 
« ſince ſome Words which you was pleaſed to flatter 
my Misfortune and Tenderneſs with, do not 
permit me to believe you will leave Hebe for me; 
« yet, (continued ſhe, with Tears that entirely 
« ſeduced the Heart of Atimir) I will ſacrifice to 
my Love, without Regret, a Life you have ren- 
« dered fo painful to me; and this Poiſon (ſhewin 
«© a little golden Box ſhe held in her Hand) ſhal 
« ſecure me from the frighful Puniſhment of ſeeing 
you Hebe's Spouſe.” 

No, beautiful 1leria, (cried the fickle who to 
I will not be hers; I will leave her to pleaſe 
« you, whom love a thouſand Times better; and, 
« notwithſtanding my Duty and Faith fo ſolemnly 

given, I am ready to conduct you where nothin 
© ſhall conſtrain our Love.“ Alas, Prince! (ald 
* [leria, fighing.) ſhaii I truſt myſelf with one fo 
« falſe?* © I will never be fo to you, (replied 
Atinir;) and the King, your Father, who gave 
me Hebe, will not refuſe me the lovely W 
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© ſhe ſhall be in my Power.“ Let us go then, 


© Atimir, (ſaid the Princeſs, after ſome Time of 
Silence,) let us go where our Fate hurries us; 


© whatever I may ſuffer, nothing can balance in 


my Heart the ſweet Pleaſure of being adored by 


the Man I love.? | 

Afﬀter theſe Words they conſulted Meaſures for 
their Departure ; and having no Time to loſe, they 
reſolved on the Night following. They parted 
with a great deal of ReluQtance ; and, notwith- 
ſtanding Atimir's Oaths, Ileria yet dreaded Hebe's 
Charms; and was, the Remainder of the Night, 
and the Day following, continually poſſeſſed with 
that Fear, 1 | 

In the mean Time the Prince gave all neceſſary 
Orders for their ſecret Departure; and the next 
Night, when every Body was retired in the Palace, 
went to 1leria's Pavilion in the Garden, where ſhe 


waited for him, attended only by Cleonice. They 
went away, and with incredible Speed got out of 


the Kingdom, In the Morning, this News was 
made known by a Letter Jleria writ to the Queen, 
and one writ by Atimir to the King; which were 
very moving, and eaſily diſcovered that Love was 
the Dictator. The King and Queen were in an 


extreme Rage ; but Words are not capable to ex- 


preſs the piercing Griefs of the unfortunate and 
charming Hebe How great was her Deſpair, and 
how many her Tears! What Vows did ſhe not offer 
to the Fairy Anguiletia, to put an End to thoſe 
cruel Calamities ſhe had foretold ! Hebe returned 
in vain to the River-Side ; Azgailetta, who was as 


good as her Word, never appeared, but abandoned 
e 


r to the moſt frightful Deſpair. The Princes, 
whom the ungrateful Alimir's good Fortune bad diſ- 
carded, took freſh Hopes, and their Cares and Love 
ſeemed new Torments to the faithful Hebe. 

The King defired her paſſionately to wake 
Choice of a Spouſe, and oftentimes preſſed her to 


it; but this Duty appeared too cruel to her Ten- 
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derneſs; ſhe reſolved to leave her Father's King- 
dom, but before her Departure, went once again 
to find Anguiletta. | 
The Fairy, who this Time could not reſiſt the 
Tears of the beautiful Hebe, appeared ; at the Sight 
of her the Princeſs renewed her 'Tears, having no 
Power to ſpeak to her. You know now, (ſaid the 
© Fairy) what that fatal Happineſs is, which I was 
always willing to refuſe you; but, Hebe, Atimir 
has puniſhed you but too well for not following 
my Advice : Go, and avoid this Place, which 
calls into your Remembrance all your Tender- 
neſs ; you will find a Veſſel by the Sea-Side that 
will carry you to the only Place in the World, 
where you may be cured of this unhappy Paſſion 
that cauſes your Deſpair ; but remember, (added 
Auguiletta, raiſing her Voice,) that when your 
Heart 1s eaſy x quiet, you never ſeek after 
the fatal Preſence of Atimir, which will coſt you 
your Life.“ Hebe wiſhed more than once to ſee 
that Prince once again, whatever that Pleaſure 
ſhould coſt her; but ſome Remains of Reaſon, and 
Value of her Honour, made her reſolve to accept + 
of the Fairy's Propoſal. She thanked her for this 
laſt Kindneſs, and went the next Day to the Sea- 
Side, attended by thoſe Women ſhe had the greateſt 
Confidence in. | | | 
There ſhe found Anguiletta's Veſſel, all gilt with 
' -Gold, the Maſts of inlaid Work, the Sails of Silver 
and Roſe- coloured Tiſſue, on which were wrote 
Liberty. The Sailors Jackets were of the fame . 
Colour as the Sails, and every Thing ſeemed to- 
breathe the Sweets of Liberty. 

The Princeſs went into a magnificent Cabin, 
the Furniture of which was admirable, and the 
FR perfectly fine. She ſtill afflicted herſelf 4 
as much 1n this new Abode, as in her Father's 
Court; they endeavoured to divert her by a thou- 
ſand Pleaſures, but the State ſhe was in, would not 
permit her to give any Attention to them. 
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One Day as ſhe was amufing herſelf in looking 
on ſome Paintings in the Cabin, in the Place that 
repreſented a Landſcape, ſhe obſerved a young 
Shepherdeſs with a ſmiling Air cutting of Nets, 
to ſet ſome Birds at Liberty that were taken ; and 
ſome of thoſe little Creatures that were eſcaped, 
ſeemed to fly towards Heaven with a wonderful 
Swiftneſs. The other Paintings ſeemed to repre- 
ſent ſuch like Subjects; nothing ſeemed to ſpeak of 
Love, but all boaſted of the Charms of Liberty; 
which made the Princeſs, in a melancholy Tone, 
ſay, Will my Heart be always inſenſible for ſo 
© ſweet an Happineſs, for which my Reaſon makes 
* ſuch vain Efforts ? 

Thus the unhappy Hebe lived poſſeſſed with her 
Tenderneſs, and at the ſame 'Time with the Defire 
of forgetting it. 

They had been about a Month at Sea, when onde 
Morning, as the Princeſs was upon Deck, ſhe 
diſcerned, at a Diſtance, a Coaſt that ſeemed very 
pleaſant; the Trees were of a ſurpriſing Height 
and Beauty, and when they were nearer, ſhe ob- 
ſerved they were full of Birds, the Plumage of 
which was of a bright ſhinining Colour ; _ 
made a charming Concert, their Songs being 
ſweet, that they ſeemed as if they feared to make 
too great a Noiſe. 

When they arrived at this Shore, the Princeſs and 
her Women landed ; where ſhe no ſooner breathed 
the Air of that Iſland, but ſhe felt a perfe& Tran- 
quility in her Breaſt, and ſuffered herſelf to be ſur- 


— by an agreeable Sleep, which cloſed her 


yes for ſome Time. 
This agreeable Country, which was to her un- 
known, was the Peaceable land, which the Fairy 


Anguiletta, who was a near Relation to the Prince 


that governed there, had endowed for above two 
thouſand Years, with the happy Gift of curing the 
moſt unfortunate Paſſions, and aſſured them _ 
| | Gift 
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Gift ſhould ſtill continue; but the Difficulty was, 
to get to that Iſland. 


While the beautiful Hebe enjoyed a Repoſe ſhe + 


had not taſted the ſweets of for fix Months before, 


the Prince of the Peaceable and, was taking the 


Air in that Wood which bordered by the Sea-Side, 
in his Chariot, drawn by four white young Ele- 
phants, and attended by his Court. 


There he ſaw the Princeſs aſleep; her Beauty ſur- 
priſed him. He alighted out of his Chariot with a 


Precipitation and Vivacity.he never felt till then. 
He took at that Sight all the Love the Charms of 
Hebe were worthy of inſpiring. The Noiſe awaked 
her, and ſhe opening her Eyes, diſcovered a thou- 
ſand new Beauties to the young Prince. He was 
about the ſame Age of Hebe, which was nineteen: 
His Beauty was perfect; a thouſand Graces were 
in all his Actions; his Shape extraordinary, and 
his Hair, which hung in large Rinnglets down to the 
Middle of his Back, was of the ſame Colour as 
Hebe's. His Habit was made of Feathers, of a 
thouſand different Colours ; he had over it a kind 
of Cloak, that trailed on the Ground, made of 
Swans Feathers, buckled on the Shoulders by very 
fine Diamonds, His Belt was all of Diamonds, on 
which hung, by Chains of Gold, a ſmall Sabre, 
covered over with Rubies. He had a kind. of 
Head-piece, made of Feathers like the reſt, on 
which was buttoned, by a very hrge Diamond, 
ſome Heron Feathers, which ſet it of with great 
Splendor. ; 

This Prince was the firſt Object that pn 
itſelf to the young Princeſs when ſhe awaked. He 


appeared to her worthy of her Regard ; and it was. 


the firſt Time in all her Life that ever ſhe looked 

on any other but 4timir with any Attention. 
© Every thing aſſures me, (ſaid the Prince of 
the Peaceable land to the Princeſs) that you are 
© the divine Hebe: Alas! who beſides could boaſt 
« ſo many Charms?” © Who could, Sir, ſo ſoon 
| inform 
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inform you, (anſwered the young Princeſs, get- 
« ting up, and bluſhing at the ſame Time,) that 
I was in this Ifland?* A powerful Fairy, (re- 
« plied the young King) who, willing to make me 
„the happieſt of Men, and this Country moſt for- 
© tunate, promiſed me to conduct you here, and 
© hath permitted me yet more glorious Hopes. 
© But I am very ſenſible, (added he, ſighing, ) that 
c my Fate depends more upon your — than 
« hers. 

After theſe Words, to which ſhe anſwered with 
a great deal of Wit, the Prince deſired her to go 
into his Chariot, which ſhould carry her to the Pa- 
lace, and out of Reſpect went not into it himſelf : 
But as ſhe underſtood by his Diſcourſe, and by his 
Train, that he was the King of that Ifle, ſhe 
obliged him to fit by her. 

Never any thing appeared ſo beautiful in one 
Chariot; all the Prince's Court at that Sight could 
not forbear their Applauſes. While they were on 
the Way, the young Prince entertained Hebe with 
a great deal of Wit and Tenderneſs, and the 
Princeſs, ſatisfied to find her Heart at Eafe, re- 
ſumed all her Vivacity, | 

They arrived at the Palace, which was ſome 
Diſtance ftom the Sea, and built all of Ivory, and 
covered with Agate, all the Avenues to which 
were encompaſſed with fine Canals. 

The Prince's Guards were drawn out in all the 
Courts: In the firſt they were clothed in yellow 
Feathers, with Head-pieces, Bows and Arrows, all 
of Silver: In the ſecond, they were clothed in 
Feathers of a Fire-colour, with gilt Sabres, adorned 
with Turquoiſes. When they came into the third 
Court, the Guards were clothed in white Feathers, 
holding in their Hands gilded and painted Half- 
Pikes, adorned with Garlands of Flowers; for in 
that Country they never were in War, therefore 
bore no terrible Arms, 


The 
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The Prince alighted out of his Chariot, and led 
the amiable Hebe into a magnificent Apartment, 
The Court was numerous, the Ladies beautifal, 
the Men gallant and handſome : And though all 
the Inhabitants of the Country were clothed with 
Feathers, the Art of forming them in Shades made 
them very agreeable. | 

That Night the Prince of the Peaceable I/land 
made a great Entertainment for the beautiful Hebe, 
which was followed by a Concert of ſweet Flutes, 
Lutes, Theorboes and Harpſichords; for in that 
Country they loved not noiſy Inſtruments. The 
Symphony was very fine; and when it had laſted 
fome Time, a delicate fine Voice ſung ſome Words 
which declared the Prince's Paſſion, while he 
' gazed on Hebe, to perſuade her thoſe Words ex- 
preſſed his Thoughts. | 

As it was late when the Muſic left off, the Prince 
led the Princeſs into the Apartment appointed for 
her, which was the fineſt in the Palace; there ſhe 
found a great Number of Ladies, whom the Prince 
had named to have the Honour to be her Attendants, 
The Prince left the beautiful Hebe, and was the 
moſt in Love of all Men. They put her to Bed ; 
the Ladies retired, and only left in the Chamber 
thoſe ſhe brought along with her. Who could 
«© believe it, (ſaid ſhe to them, when ſhe was at 
© Liberty,) my Heart is at Peace! what God hath 

« calmed my Troubles? I love Atimir no longer; 
I can think, without dying with Grief, that he 
is, perhaps, Ileria's Spouſe. Is not all I fee a 
Dream? No, (ſaid ſhe, recovering herſelf a 
© little,) my Dreams uſed not to be fo quiet.“ In 

ſhort, ſhe returned Anguiletta a thouſand Thanks, 
and then went to Sleep. 

The next Morning when ſhe awaked, as ſhe 
.opened the Bed-Curtain, the Fairy appeared to 
i her with a ſmiling Air, which ſhe had never 
L, obſerved in her Face fince that fatal Day ſhe 
1 aſked for Love. At laſt I have happily brought 

| | | | « you 
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c you hither, (faid the amiable Fairy to her,) your 
© Heart is free, therefore will be content. I have 
E cured you of a cruel Paſſion; but, Hebe, can I 
© be. aſlured that theſe terrible Torments, to 
which you have been expoſed, will make you al- 
ways avoid the Sight of the ungrateful Atimir ?? 

The young Princeſs promiſed the Fairy every 
Thing, and {wore both againſt Love and her falſe 
Lovers. Remember your Promiſes, (replied An- 
© guiletta, with an Air that left an Impreſſion of 
Reſpect,) you will periſh with Atimir, if ever 
* you ſeek to ſee him again. But every Thing 
© here ought to remove a Deſire ſo fatal to your 
Life. : | | 

© I will no longer conceal from you what I have 
« reſolved in your Favour: The Prince of this 
Iſland is my Relation; I protect his Perſen and 
Empire: He is young and amiable, and no 
Prince in the World is more worthy of being 
vyour Huſband. Reign then, beautiful Hebe, in 
his Heart and Kingdom : The King, your Father, 
gives his Conſent; I was Yeſterday at his Pa- 
lace, and acquainted him and the Queen, your 
Mother, with the preſent State of your Fortune, 
which they have put abſolutely under my Care.” 
The Princeſs had a great Mind to have aſked the 
Fairy about /leria and Atimir; but durſt not, after 
ſo many Favours, run the Hazard of diſpleaſing 
her ; therefore ſhe only made Uſe of all the Wit 
ſhe had beſtowed on her to thank her. | 
Then ſomebody coming 'into the Room, the 
Fairy diſappeared. As ſoon as Hebe was up, 
twelve Children, clothed like Cupids, brought 
from the Prince twelve Baikets of Cryſtal, full of 
the moſt agreeable Flowers, which only garniſhed 
ſome Jewels of 'a wonderful Beauty. In the firſt 
Baſket that was preſented to her, this Billet was 
found: 1 1 
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© To the Divint Hens. | 
E Efterday I ſwore a thouſand Times how I 


2 loved; the ſweet Remembrance of which 


© Oaths will ever remain, fince they were dictated 


| © by Love, and are fupported by your Charms.“ 


| After what the Fairy had ordered the Princeſs, 
ſhe comprehended that ſhe ought to accept of her 
new Lover, as of a Prince thac was ſhortly to be 


her Huſband. 


She received the little Loves very favourably ; 
and had hardly diſmiſſed them, when four-and- 
twenty Dwarfs, fantaſtically, but magnificently 
cloathed, appeared loaded with new Preſents, that 
conſiſted of Habits all of Feathers ; the Colours 
and Work of which, with Jewels, were ſo fine, 
that the Princeſs owned ſhe had never feen any 

She made Choice of a Roſe-colour to wear that 
Day; her Head-dreſs was adorned with a Plume of 
Feathers of the ſame Colour, and ſhe appeared ſo 
charming with this new Ornament, that the Prince 
of the Peaceable and, who came to ſee her when 
ſhe was dreſſed, felt his Paſſion redouble. All the 
Court crowded to admire the Princeſs. At Night 
the Prince propoſed to the beautiful Hebe to walk 
in the Gardens, which were admirable, where the 
Prince told Hebe, that the Fairy had fed him for 


ſour Years with the Hopes of her Arrival in the 


Peaceable Iſland : But ſome Time after, (added 
the Prince,) when I preſſed her on her Promiſes, 
« ſhe appeared ſad, and told me, the Princeſs is 
© defigned by the King, her Father, for another, 


and nar for thee: But if my Knowledge deceives 


me not, ſhe will not be that Prince's. I will 
« tell you more another Time. 
Some Months after, the Fairy came again : 


Fortune favours you, (ſaid ſhe to me, ) the Prince 


« that 
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that was to have been, will not be Hebe's Spouſe; 
and in a little Time you will ſee here the moſt 
beautiful Princeſs in the World.“. 

© Indeed, (replied Hebe bluſhing,) I was to have 
been married to the Son of a neighbouring Sg 3 


A 


but, after a great many Events, the Love he 
bore my Siſter made him reſolve to go away 
with her.“ 

The Prince of the Peaceable and ſaid a thouſand 


ä 


tender Things to the beautiful Hebe on his happy - 


Fate, which according with what the Fairy had 
told him, had brought her into this Iſle; and ſhe 
hearkened to him with ſo much the more Pleaſure, 
becauſe this Diſcourſe interrupted the Recital of 
her Adventures; ſhe fearing ſhe ſhould not be able 
to ſpeak of her faithleſs Lover, without diſcovering 
the Tenderneſs ſhe had had for him. 

The Prince conducted Hebe into a Grotto cu- 
riouſly adorned and embelliſhed with the Spoutings 
of Water. The Bottom of the Grotto was dark ; 
there was a great Number of Niches with Statues, 
repreſenting Nymphs and Shepherds, which were 
hard to be diſtinguiſhed. When the Princeſs had 
been there ſome Time, ſhe heard a delightful 
Sound of Inftruments. A noble Illumination that 
appeared all on a ſudden, diſcovered to her, that 
Part of thoſe Statues formed that Concert ; when 
the others came out, and danced fine and gallant 
Dances, intermixed with tender and agreeable 


Songs; all the Performers in this Diverſion being 
placed at the Bottom of the Grotto, ſurpriſed the 


Princeſs more agrecably. 
After the Dance, Savages came in, and ſerved 


up a ſtately Collation under an Arbour of Jeſſamins 


and Orange-flowers. 


The Entertainment was juſt over, when all on a 


ſudden the Fairy Anguiletta appeared in the Air, in 
a Chariot drawn by four Swans ; and, deſcending, 


pronounced to the Prince of the Peaceable land a 
charming Happineſs, i” telling him ſhe would 
2 4e have 
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have him marry Hebe, and withal, that that Princeſs 
had promiſed her to conſent. . 


The Prince, tranſported with Joy, doubted at 
firſt to whom he ſhould return his firſt Thanks, 


Whether to Hebe or Angailetta; and though Joy 


permits not of touching Expreſſions like Grief, he 
acquitted himſelf, however, with a great deal of 
Wit, and a good Grace. . 

The Fairy had no Mind to leave the Prince and 
Princeſs till the Day appointed for their Marriage, 
which was to be in three days; when ſhe made 
them both coſtly Preſents, and went with them, 
who were followed by all the Court, and a great 
many of the Inhabitants of the Iſle, to the Temple 
of Hymen, which was made of Olive Branches and 
Palms interlaced together, which, by the Fairy's 
Power, never faded. | 1 

Hymen was there repreſented by a Statue of white 


Marble, crowned with Roſes, and raiſed on an 


Altar adorned only with Flowers, and ſupported 
by a Cupid of an extraordinary Beauty, who, with 
a ſmiling Air, preſented him with a Crown of 


Myrtle. 


Angęuiletta, who built this Temple, was willing 
every Thing ſhould be plain, to ſhew that Love 
alone can render Marriage happy. The Difficulty 
is not to unite them together, but as the Miracle 
worthy of a Fairy, to join them together for ever 
in the Peaceable land; which, contrary to the 
"Cuſtoms of other Countries, can make Man and 
Wife loving and conſtant. | mph 
In this Temple of Hymen the benutiful Hebe, led 
by r Thtcd her Faith to the Prince of 
the Peareable Iſland, and received his with Plea- 
ſure. She had not that involuntary Inclination for 
him that ſhe felt for Atimir ; but her Heart, then 


exempt trom Paſſion, accepted of that Spouſe, by 


the Fairy's Order, as a Prince worthy of her by 
His Perſon, and much more by his Love. This 


Marriage was celebrated by a thoufand galant 


Entertain 
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Entertainments, and Hebe lived happy with a 
Prince that adored her, 
In the mean Time, the King, Hete's Father 
received Ambaſſadors from Arimir, who aſked 
Leave to marry the Princeſs 7eria, (for his Father 
was dead, and he left abſolute Maſterof his King- 
dom) which was granted with Joy. | 

After this Marriage, the Queen 7leria aſked, by 
newAmbaſſadors, Leave of the King her Father, and 
Queen her Mother, to come to their Court, to beg 
Pardon for a Fault which Love had made her 
commit, and for which Atimir's Merit was a ſuffi- 
cient Excuſe. | 

The King conſented, and Aimir and his _—_ 
were welcomed on their Arrival with all the De- 
monſtrations of Joy poſſible. | | 

A little after, the beautiful Hebe and her charm- 
ing Spouſe ſent their Ambaſſadors to the King and 
Queen, with the News of their Nuptials, which 
Anguiletta had informed them of before ; yet, not- 
withſtanding, they were not received with leſs 
Pleaſure and Magnificence, | 

Atimir was then with the King when they pre- 
ſented themſelves the firſt Time before him ; the 
lovely Image of Hebe was not to be abſolutely 
blotted out'of an Heart over which ſhe had fo great 
a Sway. Atimir could not forhear ſighing wien he 
heard of the Happineſs of the Prince of the Peaceable 
Iſland ; he accuſed Hebe a thouſand Times of bein 
inconſtant, without thinking at the ſame Time 5 
the Cauſe he had given her, | 

When the Ambaſſadors of the Prince of the 
Peaceable Iland returned crowned. with Honours, 
and loaded with Preſents, they told their Princeſs 
the great Joy the King and Queen expreſſed at 
their happy Marriage. 

But withal; (Oh! too ſincere Relation !) they 
acquainted Hebe, that the Princeſs Jleria and Alimir 
were at the Court. Theſe Names, which were fo 
dangerous to their Repoſe, rendered her again 


C 2 uncaſy; 
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uneaſy ; ſhe was then happy, but Mortals cannot 
long preſerve a certain Felicity. 

She was not able to reſiſt her [mpatience to re- 
turn to her Father's Court ; which was, as ſhe 
ſaid, to ſee the Queen her Mother: Nay, ſhe had 


even perſuaded herſelf into a Belief of it; for how 


often do they who love deceive themſelves in their 
own Thoughts ? | 
Notwithſtanding the Fairy's Threats to oblige 


her to avoid the Sight of Atimir, ſhe propoſed that 


Journey to the Prince of the Peaceable Iſland, who 
at firſt refuſed her, for Angui/etta had bid him not 
let her ſtir out of his Kingdom ; but ſhe continuing 
her Entreaties, and as he adored her, and knew 
nothing of her Paſſion for Atimir, he could not 
deny any Thing to one he loved ſo dear. 

He thinking to pleaſe the beautiful Hebe by a 
blind Complaiſance, gave Orders for their De- 
parture; and never was ſeen more Magnificence 
than in their Equipage, and in the Ships. 

The wiſe Anguiletta, provoked at the little Re- 
gard ſhewn by Hebe and the Prince to her Orders, 
abandoned them to their Fate, and never appeared 
to give them Advice, which they had made ſo little 
Uſe of. | . 

For the Prince and Princeſs, they, after a plea- 
ſant Voyage, arrived at the Court of Hebe's Father ; 
where the King and Queen's Joy to ſee that fine 
Princeſs again was very great. 'They were charmed 
with the Prince of the Peaceable Iſland, and cele- 
brated their Arrival by great Rejoicings through- 
out the whole Kingdom; only //eria groaned when 
ſhe heard of Hebe's Return. And it was decreed, 
that when they ſhould ſee one another again, no 


Mention ſhould be made of what was paſt. 


Altimir aſked to ſee Hebe, and ſeemed to Jeria to 

defire it with too great an Ardour. | 
The Princeſs Hebe bluſhed when he came into 
her Ch:mber; they were both in a Confuſion, that 
all their Wit was not ſufficient to extricate them 
| out 
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out of. The King, who was then preſent, obſerved 
it, and joining in their Converſation, to make 
this Viſit the ſhorter, propoſed walking in the 
Gardens of the Palace, and as Atimir durſt not offer 
his Hand to Hebe, he made her only a reſpectful 
Bow, and fo retired. 

But what were the Sentiments and Ideas of his 
Heart ? All that lively and tender Paſſion he had 
for Hebe, rekindled in his Boſom; he hated teria 
and himſelf, and never Infidelity was attended 
with more Repentance and Grief, 

At Night he waited on the Queen, to whom 
Hebe was paying a Viſit; and not fatisfied with 
looking at her, endeavoured to ſpeak to her, which 
| ſhe always avoided ; but till his Eyes informed her 
too much for her Quiet: He continued to ſhew, by 

all his Actions, that hers had again reſumed their 
Empire over him. 

Hebe's Heart was alarmed; Atimir always ap- 
peared to her too lovely : She reſolved to fly him 
with as much Care as he endeavoured to find out 
her. She never ſpoke to him but before the Queen, 
and then never but when ſhe could not abſolutely 
diſpence with it; and was determined to per- 
ſuade the Prince, her Huſband, to return ſoon to 
their own Dominions; But how difficult a thing it 
is to leave what we love! | 

One Evening as ſhe was engaged in theſe 
Thoughts, and had ſhut berſelf up in her Cloſet, 
that ſhe might think more at her Liberty, ſhe found 
an her Pocket a Billet, that had been put into it un- 
known to her, which ſhe opened, and knew to be 
Atimir's Hand, which gave her inexpreſſible Trou- 
ble; ſhe thought not to read it, but her Heart 
over-ruling her Reaſon, ſhe looked it over, and 
found theſe Words in it. 
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Faireſt HR RE, 

OV are too inſenſible of my violent Paſſion, 

and uſe me with too much Indifference: 
But ſince your Heart has, in its Turn, been falſe, 
and has followed but too cloſe the Example of 
mine, let it 1mitate it in its Return. Forgive 
me, my Princeſs, and permit me to reſume 
thoſe ins I once wore, when we partook of 


- 


each other's Pains and Pleaſures. 


GS Gaara ea ©a.4% 


Oh, eruel! (cried the Princeſs) what have I 
done, that you ſhould endeavour to rekindle in 
my Soul a Tenderneſs that has cauſed me fo 
much Sorrow?“ And then her Tears interrupted 
her Diſcourſe. | | - 
In the mean Time 7leria languiſhed under a Jea- 


| louſy too juſtly grounded, and Atimir, hurried on 


by his Love, was unable to reſtrain himſelf any 
longer. The Prince of the Peaceable and began 
to diſcover his Paſſion for Hebe ; but was willing 
to examine farther into Atimir's Conduct, before 
he ſpoke of it to the Princeſs, whom he adored 
conſtantly, and whom he was afraid of informing 
of that Prince's Love. 

Some Days after the Receipt of this Letter, there 
were appointed Courſes, when all the Princes, and 
{prightly Youths of the Court, were to break Lances 
in Honour of the Ladies. 

The King and Queen honoured this Diverſion 
with their Preſence. The beautiful Hebe and the 
Princeſs Jleria were to beſtow the Prizes; which 
were-a Sword, the Handle and Scabbard of which 
were covered with Diamonds; and a Bracelet of 
moſt curious Diamonds, 

All the Knights named for the Courſes appeared 
with an extraordinary Magnificence, mounted on 


very fine Horſes, bearing the Colours their Miſ- 


treſle« 
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treſſes delighted in, with Devices on their Shields 
agreeable to the Sentiments of their Hearts. 2 

The Prince of the Peaceable land was in a toſtly 
Dreſs, mounted on a moſt beautiful dappled Horſe, 
with a fine long black Tail and Main: In all his 
Equipage the Roſe. colour appeared, which Hebe 
very much loved; and on his Head-piece, which 
was very light, there waved a. Plume of Feathers 
of the ſame Colour, He gained the Applauſe of 
all the Spectators, and appeared ſa handſome in his 
bright Armour, that Hebe ſecretly reproached her- 
ſelf a thouſand Times for the Sentiments ſhe had 
the Mis fortune to have for another. His Train 
was numerous, cloathed after the Manner of their 
own Country, very gallant and ſtately. An Eſquire 
carried his Shield, on which was this Device, an 
Heart pierced. with an Arrow, and a Capid ſhootin 
a great Number, to. endeavour to make freſh. 
Wounds; but all, except the firſt, ſeemed to have 
been drawn in vain: Theſe Words were under- 
written : 


| 4 faar us ather.“ 


The Colours and Device of the Prince of the 
Praceable Iſland ſoon diſcovered that he was Hebe's 
Knight, aud that as ſuch he would enter the Liſts, 
Every Body was taken up with his Magnificenceg 
when Atimir came forward, mounted on a black, 
fiery. Steed, that appeared very ſtately. His Co- 
lour that Day was dark Green, intermixed neither 
with Gold, Silver, nor Jewels, only he had a 
Plume ot Roſe-coloured Feathers on his Head- 
piece; and the other affected a great Careleſsneſs 
in his Apparel; he had ſo graceful a Mien, and 
managed his Horſe ſo well, and withal had { lofty 
an Air, that nobody could forbear looking at him: 
Ou his Shield, which, he carried himſelf, appeared 
a Love, wha trampled his Chains under his Feet, 
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and bound himſelf with others more weighty, with 
theſe Words: | 


* Worthy only of me.” 


Atimir's Train conſiſted of the principal Lords of 
his Court, who were clothed in dark Green, laced 
with Silver, and covered over with Jewels ; and 
though they were all handſome and well-ſhaped, 


yet it was eaſy to judge by that Prince's Air, he 


was born to command them, 8 | 
The different Emotions the Sight of this Prince 


i produced in the Hearts of Hebe and Jleria, and the 
Jealouß the Prince of the Peaceable and con- 


ceived, when he ſaw the Plume on Atimir's 
Caſque of the ſame Colour with his own, are not 
to be expreſſed: The reading of the Device com- 
pleated his Rage, the Effects of which he then 


 Riifled till a better Opportunity. 


The King and Queen ſoon took Notice, both of 
the Boldneſs and Imprudence of Atimir, and were 
very angry; but it was not then a Time to ſhew it. 
The Courſes began with the Soundings of Trum- 

ets, which rended the Air with their Echoes : 
hey were very fine, and all the Knights ſhewed 
their Addreſs; and the Prince of the Peaceable 


Hand, though poſſeſſed with an outrageous Jea- 
louſy, ſignalized himſelf, and was proclaimed 


Conqueror, | 

Atimir, who knew that the firſt Prize was to be 
given by teria, never diſputed the Victory with 
the Prince of the Peaceable Hand: He was declared 
Victor by the Judges of the Field, and advanced 
gracefully, with the Acclamations and Praiſes of 
all the Spectators, to the Place where the King 
and Princeſſes ſat, to receive the Bracelet; which 
the Princeſs 1leria preſented to him, and he took 
with a good Grace; then paying his Reſpects to 
the King, Queen, and Princeſſes, he returned to 


the Lils. 
The 
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The melancholy Jeria —_— but too well 


the Diſdain the light 4rimir ſhewed for the Prize 
ſhe was to give, ſighed grievouſly ; and the beau · 
tiful Hebe elt in her Breaſt a ſecret Joy, which all 
her Reaſon could not reſiſt. 

The ſecond Courſe began with the ſame Succeſs 
as the firſt, wherein the Prince of the Peaceable 
I/land animated by the Sight of Hebe, did Won- 
ders, and was declared Victor again; when Mtimir, 
vexed to be a Spectator of his Rival's Glory, and 
fattcred with the Thought of receiving the Prize 
from Hebe's Hand, went and preſented himſelf at 
the End of the Liſts. N 

The two Rivals looked on each other ſcornfully; 
and that Courſe between two ſuch great Princes 
was celebrated by the new Trouble it cauſed the 
two Princeſſes. The Princes ran one againſt the 
other with equal Advantage, and broke their 
Lances without any Diſorder. The Shouts of the 
Spectators redoubled, and they, without giving 
their Horſes Time to breathe, returned to take 
freſh Lances, and ran with the ſame Succeſs and 
Addrefs as at firſt. The King, who feared leſt 
Fortune ſhould declare one of them Victors, ſent 
preſently to tell them, that they ought to be ſa- 
tisſied with the Glory they had rains and to de- 
fire them to put an End to the Courſes. | 

When the Perſon the King ſent, came to them, 
they heard him with a great deal of Impatience, 
eſpecially Atimir; who taking upon him to ſpeak, 
faid, « Go tell the King, 1 ſhould be unworthy of 
the Honour he does me, in concerning himſelf 
* with my Glory, if I ſhould ſuffer a Conqueror.” 
Let us ſee then, (ſaid the Prince of the Peaceable 
Hand, ſpurring on his Horſe with great Ardour,) 
* Which merits moſt the King's Eſteem, and the 
Favours of Fortune.” 

The Meſſenger was not returned to the King, 
before the two Rivals, urged on by Sentiments 
more prevalent than the Prize, began the Courſe 
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wherein Fortune favoured the audacious Atimir, 
and pronounced him Victor; the Prince of the 
Peaceable Iſland's Horſe, wearied with the Courſes 
he had, made, falling down, and throwing his 
Maſter on the Sand: How great was Atimir's Joy, 
and that unfortunate Prince's Rage! He got up 
quickly, and going up to his Rival before any 
came to them, © You have overcome me in Sports, 
« Atimir, (ſaid he,) with an Air ſufficient to ſhew 
his Paſſion; but with my Sword I will decide our 
„Differences.“ I conſent, (replied the fiery 
© Atimir,) and will meet you To-morrow at Sun- 
* riſe, in the Wood, at the End of the Palace- 
Gardens.“ As they had made an End of theſe 
Words, the Judges of the Field came up to them ; 
whereupon they diſguiſed their mutual Rage, left 
- the King ſhould prevent their Deſigns. 1.1 
The . of the Peaceable and mounted his 
Horſe again, and rid with all Speed to leave the 
fatal Place, where Arimir had vanquiſhed him, In 
the mean Time that Prince went to receive the 
Prize of the Courſe from Hebe, who preſented jt 
to him with a Confuſion that diſcovered the different 
Commotions of her Soul; and Aimir, in taking 
it, committed all the Extravagance of a Man very 
much in Love. | | 
The King and Queen, who had their Eyes fixed 
on them, obſerved him all the Time, and returned 
to their Palace very much diſſatisſied, with the 
Ending of that Day. Atimir, poſſeſſed with his 
Paſſion, went out of the Liſts without any At- 
tendants; and 7leria, outrageous with Grief and 
Jealouſy, went back to her Apartments. 2 
Various then were the Thoughts of Hebe: I muſt 
go hence, (ſaid ſhe to herſelt,) ſince no other 
Remedy can be ſound to prevent the Misfortunes 
© that l foreſce.” T 
At the ſame Time the King and Queen reſolved 
to deſire 4timir to go Home, to avoid the new 
Troubles 
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Troubles his. Love might create; which ſame Pro- 
poſition. they likewiſe determined to make ts the 
Prince af the Peateable and, that neither Party 
might take any Umbrage thereat. But the Princes 
haſly Reſolutions prevented this prudent Foreſight; 


for while they deliberated on their Departure, the 


others prepared for the Combat. 
As ſoon as Hebe came back from the Courſes, 


the aſked for the Prince her Spouſe, who. they 


told her was in the Gardens of the Palace, very 
melancholy. and willing to be alone. The beautiful 
Hebe thought it her Duty to go and comfort him 
aſter his ul Fortune; fo, without ſtaying in her 
Apartment, ſhe went into the Gardens, fallowed 
by ſome of her Women. | 

She was looking for the Prince, , when entering 
into a ſhady Walk, ſhe eſpied the amoraus duimir, 
who, tranſported with his Paſſion, and regarding 
nothing elſe, fell on his Knees ſome Diſtance from 
the Princeſs, and drawing the Sword he that Day 
xeceived from her, Hear me, charming Hebe, 
7 (faid he,) or let me die at your Feet.” 

The Women, frightened at this Action of the 
Prince, threw themſelves upon him, endeavouring 
to take away his Sword, which he turned with 
great Rage on the other Side. Habe, the unhappy 
Hale, was for flying: but how great muſt our 
Reaſon be, that can force us from what we love 

. The Daſire of keeping this Adventure a Secret, 
with her Deſign to intreat Atimir to ſtrive to cure 
a Paſſion ſo fatal to them both, and the Compaſſion 
ſo moving an Obje& created, all contributed to 
fray the Princeſs,. who made up to the Prince; her 
Preſence. ſuſpended his Fury; his Sword he let fall 


a# her Feet, and never more Trouble, Love and 


Grief, appeared at once in io ſhort a Converſation. 
Words are .not tender enough to expreſs what 


thoſe two. unhappy Lovers then endured: Hebe, 


uneaſy to ſee herielf with Atimir, and fo nigh the 
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Prince of the Peaceable Iſland, made a great Effort 
on herſelf to leave him, charging him never to ſee 
her more. How cruel was this Command ! Had 
not Atimir called to Mind the Engagement he lay 
under to fight the Prince of the Peaceable Hand, 


i be had a thouſand Times turned the Sword upon 


himſelf; but, alas! he choſe rather to die, re- 
venging himſelf on his Rival. : 

The fair Hebe retired inftantly to her Apartment, 
the more ſecurely to avoid the Preſence of Atimir : 
Mercileſs Fairy, (cried ſhe,) you only told me 
« of Death, if ever I ſaw this unhappy Prince; 
but now I feel Torments a thouſand Times 
more grievous!” Then ſending to ſeek for the 
Prince in the Gardens and the Palace, and not 
finding him, her Uneaſineſs increaſed they ſought 
him all the Night to no Purpoſe ; for he had hid 
himſelf in a Hut in the Mudft of the Wood, that 
he might not be prevented from meeting at the 
Place appointed, which he repaired to at Sun- 
riſe, where Atimir arrived foon after. 'Theie two 
Rivals, impatient to revenge themſelves, and to 
gain the Victory, drew their Swords; which was 
the firſt Time the Prince of the Peaceable land 
ever made uſe of his, ſince there was never any 
War in his Dominions. . 

Nevertheleſs, he appeared not the leſs formidable 
Enemy to Atimir; for though he had but little 
Experience, he had Courage, was in Love, and 
fought like a Man that deſpiſed Death; while 
Aimir maintained the great Reputation he had fo 
worthily gained. | | 

Theſe two Princes were animated by Paſſions 
too much different, not to render the End of this 
Duel fatal ; for after they had a long ,Time main- 
tained an equal Advantage, they made two ſuch 
furious 'Thruſts at each other, that both fell on the 
Graſs, which they dyed with their Blood. | 


be 
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The Prince of the Peaceable Hand fainted away 
inſtantly with the Loſs of his; and Atimir, mor- 
tally wounded, pronounced the Name of Hebe as 
he expired, 

Some of thoſe Perſons who were ſent to look for 
the Prince of the Peaceab/e [land, arrived at that 
fatal] Place, and were ſeized with Horror at ſo 
diſmal a Sight. 

The Princeſs Hebe, drawn by her Diſquiet, was 
going into the Gardens, when hearing the Shnieks . 
of People, who pronounced confuſedly the Names 
of the two Princes, ſhe hereupon ran and found 
thoſe ſo ſad and diſmal Objects: She thought that 
the Prince her Huſband was dead as well as 
Atimir, who at that Time were both alike to her; 
wen, after having looked ſome Time on thoſe 
unhappy Princes, ſhe cried out dolefully, Ve 
precious Lives, which were ſacrificed for me, I 
* will revenge you by the Loſs of my own.“ 
After theſe Words, ſhe fell on the fatal Sword 
Atimir received from her, and had pierced her 
Breaſt before the People (who were amazed at 
this cruel Adventure) could hinder her. 

Juſt as ſhe expired, the Fajry Anguiletta ap- 
peared, who, touched with ſo many Misfortunes 
which ſhe had oppoſed with all her Power, accuſed 
Fate, and could not forbear ſhedding Tears. 
Then thinking of aſſiſting the Prince of the Peace- 
able Iſland, whom ſhe knew was not dead, ſhe 
cured him of his Wounds, and tranſported him 
inſtantly into his own Iſle ;/ where, by the won» 
derful Gift ſhe had beſtowed on it, that Prince 
was conſolated for the Loſs he had ſuſtained, and 
forgot his Paſſion for Hebe. 

The King and Queen, who had not the like 
Aſſiſtance, gave themſelves up entirely to Grief, 
which was only to be worn off by Time. And 
as for IJleria, her Deſpair cannot be expreſſed, 
who was always both faithful to her Grief, and the 
ungrateful Atimir. | 


When 
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When Anguiletia had tranſported the Prince of 
the Peaceable Iſland into his own Dominions, ſhe 
touched with her Wand the unfortunate Remains 
of the lovely Aimir and the beautiful Hebe, who 
in an Inftant were changed into two Trees of 
an admirable Beauty, which the Fairy named 
Charms, to preſerve for ever the Remembrance 
- thole which ſhone ſo bright in theſe unhappy 

vers. 


( 39 


! 


THE 
R 0 1 A-L N10 
$125 oo THE | 5 
44. iin 


N thoſe happy Days, when Fairies were com- 
mon, there lived a King who had: three beau- 
titul young Daughters, who were all deſerving ; 
but the youngeſt, whoſe Name was Miranda, being 
the moſt amiable, and her Father's Favourite, 
was allowed as many Clothes in « Month, as her 
Siſters had in a Year; but ſhe being ſo generous 
as to let them partake with her, it made no Dif- 
ference amongſt them. | | 
The King having had Neighbours, who tired 
with a long Peace, obliged him to raiſe an Army. 
and to take the Field, left his Daughters, wath. a 
Governante in. a Caſtle, where they might hear 
News from him every Day ; and when he had ſub- 
dued his Enemies, and drove them out of his Dd- 
minions, came to the Caſtle to fee his Miranda, 
whom he doated on. The three Princeſſes beſpoke 
themſelves every one a Robe of Sattin; the EldeF's 
was Green, adorned with Emeralds ; the Second's 
was Blue, ſet off with Turquoiſes; and the Young- 
eſt's White, bedecked with Diamonds. And in 
theſe Dreſſes they went to meet the King, and to 
congratulate him on his Victories. 5 
When he ſaw them ſo beautiful and gay, he 
embraced them all tenderly, but eſpecially Mi- 


randa. After a magnificent Entertainment that 


was 
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was ſerved up, the King, who loved to draw Con- 
ſequences from the moſt trivial Matters, aſked the 
Eldeſt, why ſhe put on a green Gown? Sir, (ſaid 
© ſhe,) after hearing of your great Deeds, I 
thought Green might expreſs my Joy, and the 
Hopes of your Return.“ That's very well, 
(faid the King.) And you, Daughter, (conti- 
nued he to the Second, ) how came you to put on 
a Blue Gown?” * To ſhew, Sir, (ſaid ſhe,) we 
ought to implore the Gods in jour Favour; and 
that in ſeeing you, I behold the Heavens and 
the brighteſt Stars.“ Now, (ſaid the King,) 
you ſpeak like an Oracle. And you, Miranda, 
(faid the King,) what made you dreſs yourſelf in 
White?“ © Becaule, (ſaid ſhe,) it becomes me 
better than any other Colours :* How, (ſaid 
the King, a little angrily,) was that only your 
Deſign? I had that of pleaſing you, (ſaid the 
Princeſs, and I think I need no other. Where 
- upon the King was mightily pleaſed at her Turn of 
Thought, and ſaid, That ſince he had eaten a 

retty deal at Supper, he would not go to Bed fo 
oon, therefore he would have them tell him their 
Dreams the Night before his Return. 

The Eldeſt ſaid, ſhe dreamed he brought her a 
Gown, the Gold and Jewels of which were 
brighter than the Sun; the Second ſaid, ſhe 
dreamed that he brought her a golden Spinning- 
Wheel and Diſtaff, for her to ſpin herielf ſome 
Shitts; and the Youngeſt ſaid, ſhe dreamed he 
had married her ſecond Siſter off, and, on the 
. Wedding-Day, held a golden Ewer, and ſaid, 
Come, Miranda, come and waſh you.” 

The King, who was angry at this Dream, knit 
his Brow, made a thouſand wry Faces, and 
went into his Chamber, where throwing himſelf 
upon his Bed, he could not forget his Daughter's 
Dream: © This inſolent Baggage, (laid he,) would 
s make me her domeſtic Slave; I ata not amazed 
now, why ſhe put on a white Gown with thinking 
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© of me; ſhe looks on me as one unworthy of her 
Reflections; but I'll prevent her ill Deſigns.“ 
Herevpon he got up in a Rage; and though it was 
not yet Day, he ſent for the Captain of his Guards, 
and ſaid to him; You have heard of Miranda s 
Dream, which forebodes ſome Treaſon ; there- 
fore I would have you take her preſently, and 
« carry her into the Foreſt, and kill her, and af- 
* terwards bring me her Heart and Tongue: If 
« you deceive me, I'll put you to the moſt cruel 
© Death I can think of.“ The Captain of the 
Guards was very much ſurpriſed at ſo barbarous an 
Order, but durſt not ſeem averſe to it, left the 
King ſhould take away his Commiſſion, but pro- 
miſed him to perform it. Then going to the 
Princeſs's Chamber, which he had much ado to 
t to, it being ſo very early, he told her, the 
ing had ſent him for her. Whereupon ſhe roſe pre- 
ſently: A little Moor, that ſhe called Patrypata, 
held up her Train, and her young Ape named 
Grabugeon, and little Dog, which ſhe called 772 

iin, ran by her Side, | 
The Captain of the Guard carried her into the 
Garden, telling her the King was taking a little 
freſh Air; and then pretending to look for him, 
and not finding him, told her, he was without 
Diſpute gone from thence into the Foreſt, Then 
opening the little Door that led into the Foreſt, 
and Day coming on, the Princeſs obſerved that 
her Conductor ſhed ſome Tears, and ſeemed me- + 
lancholy; whereupon ſhe ſaid to him, with an Air 
of Sweetneſs, * What is the Matter you ſeem fo 
much afflited?* + Alas! Madam, (cried 
* he) who can be otherwiſe? The King has or- 
* dered me to kill you here, and to carry him your 
Heart and Tongue, or elſe he will put me to 
* Death.” At theſeWords the poor Princeſs turned 
pale, and fell a-crying, and in that Condition 
looked like a Lamb that was going to the Slaughter; 
then fixing her Eyes on the Captain, without any 
Anger, 


* 
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Anger, faid to him, Have you Courage enough 
to kill me, who never did you any Injury in my 
Life, but rather always ſpoke to the King in 
your Favor? Bat if 1 have deſerved my Father's 
Anger, I ſubmit without murmuring. Alas! 
] have ſhewnhim, but too much Loye and Reſpect, 
for him to complain without Injuſtice. Fear not 
* fair Princeſs, aid the Qficer, I'll ſooner ſuffer the 
Death I am threaten'd with, than be guilty of ſo 
* harbarous an Action; but when I am. gone, you 
© will not be more ſafe: We muſt find out ſome Ex- 
« pedient to perſuade the King you are dead.” 
What way can we find out? reply'd Miranda, 
He will not be ſatis fied, unleſs he fees my Tongue 
and Heart.“ At that Patypaza, who ſtood by, and 
heard all, without being obſerved by either the Prin- 
ceſs or the Captain, advanced boldly, and throwing 
herſelf at Miranda's Feet, ſaid, I come, Madam, 
to offer you my life, let me be the ſacrifice: I 
© ſhall he but too well pleaſed to die fer ſo good a 
* Miſtreſs, 1 have no need of ſo tender a Proof 
of thy Friendſhip, ſaid the Princeſs (kiſſing her) 
_ © thy Life ought now to be as dear to me as my 
own.“ Whereupon Grabugeen came forward, and 
ſaid, Vou are in the right, my Princeſs, to love © 
© faithful a Slave as Patypata; ſhe may be more 
© ſerviceable to you than I can, therefore I offer 
you my Heart and Teugue with Joy.” Oh my 
pretty Grabugeon, reply d Miranda, I cannot bear 
the Thoughts of taking thy life away.“ With 
that Tintin cry'd out, that it was inſupportable to 
ſo faithful a Dog as he was, that any other but him 
ſhould lay down their Life for his Miſtreſs ; and 
thereupon aroſe a great Diſpute between Pa!ypata, 
Grabugeon, and Tintin: In ſhort, Grabugeon being 
quicker than the reſt, climb'd up to the Top of a 
high Tree, and threw himſelf down, and broke his 
Neck; and the Captain of the Guard, with a great 
deal of perſuaſion, got leave of the Princeſs to cut 
Ouc 
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out his Tongue; but it proved too ſmall to venture 
to cheat the King with it. | 

« Alas ! my poorlittle Ape, ſaidthe Princeſs, thou 
© haſt loſt thy Life without doing me any Service ! 
© That honor is reſerved for me, interrupted the 
© Moor;* and at the ſame Time cut her Throat with 
the Knife that Grabugeon's Tongue was cut out with, 
'The Officer was for carrying her Tongue, but that 
it was too black to paſs for Miranda g. © How unfor- 
« tunate am I, ſaid the Princeſs, weeping, thus to 
© loſe what I love, and not to be one what the better 
for it.” © If you had accepted of my Propoſition, 
© ſaid Tintin, you would have had none to have 
© priev'd for but me, and I ſhould have had the Sa- 


tis faction of being regretted alone. Whereupon 


Miranda Kkiſs d her little Dog, and cry'd and griev'd 
ſo much, that ſhe {woon'd away, and when ſhe came 
to herſelf, found her Dog dead, her Conductor gone, 
and ſhe herſelf left with her three dead Favorites; 
Which ſhe buried in a Hole that was ready dug hard 
by a Tree, and then bethought herſelf of her own 
Security. 

As the Foreſt was not far from her Father's Court, 
it was not ſafe for her to ſtay there long, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be known by ſome of the Paſſengers, there- 
fore ſhe made all the Haſte ſhe could to get out of 
it; but the Foreit was ſo large, and the Sun ſo hot, 
that ſhe was ready to die with Heat, Fear, and 
Wearineſs; and was in continual Apprehenſions 
leſt her Father ſhould follow and kill her: But fill 
continued going forwards, making lamentable 
Complaints, having her gown almoſt tore off, and 
her Skin ſcratched by the Thorns and Brambles. 
At laſt hearing the Bleating of Sheep, Without 
doubt, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, here are ſome Shepherds 
* with their Flocks, who may dire& me to ſome 
Hamlet where I may diſguiſe myſelf in ſome 
© Country Drels : For, alas! continued ſhe, Princes 
* are not always the moſt happy: Who believes 
that I am a Run-awayf That my Father, with- 

out 
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© out any Cauſe or Reaſon, ſeeks my Life? And 


- © that I, to fave it, muſt be forced to diſguiſe my- 


« felf?* While ſhe was making theſe Reflections, 
ſhe arrived at the Place from whence ſhe heard the 
Bleating ; but how great was her ſurprize, when 
ſhe came to a ſpacious Plain, to fee a large Ram, 
as white as Snow; his Horns were gilt, a Garland 
of Flowers was faſtened about his Neck, his Legs 
were adorn'd withBracelets of Pearls of a prodigious 
Size, and he was laid on Orange Flowers, and 
ſhaded from the Heat of the Sun by a Pavillion of 


Cloth of Gold. An hundred Sheep finely adorned 


were waiting about him, ſome drinking Coffee, 


Sherbet, and Lemonade; others eating Straw- 


berries and cream, and Sweetmeats ; and others 
again playing at Laſquenet and Baſſet ; ſome had 
rich Collars of Gold, with a gallant Device, and 
ſome their Ears bored, and full of Ribbons. Mi- 
randa was ſo much amazed, that ſhe was perfectly 
motionleſs, and looked all about for the Shepherd of 
ſuch an extraordinary Flock, when the beautiful 
Ram came bounding and ſkipping, and ſaid, 
Approach, divine Princeſs, be not afraid of ſuch 
« gentle pacific Creatures as we are.. What pro- : 
* digy is this (ſaid the Princeſs, ſtepping back) to 
hear Sheep ſpeak?” Alas! Madam, (faid the 
* Ram) your Ape and Dog ſpoke, and why is it 
more ſtrange that we ſhould ?? A Fairy (aniwered 
© Miranda) beſtowed that gift upon them © And 
might not the like Adventure attend us? (replied 
© the Ram, ſmiling}: But my Princeſs, what 
brought you hither?” © A thouſand misfortunes, 


* (replied Miranda:) I am the moſt miſerable 


© Perſon in the World, and ſeek an Aſylum to 
© avoid the Rage of a Father.“ Come, Madam, 
© with me (replied the Ram) I will afford you 
© one, where you ſhall be known by none, and be 
© abſolute Miſtreſs.” gut J am not able to follow 
you (replied ſhe) I am, ſo weary.*” Whereupon 
the Ram 3 bi offfrior, and ſoon after ap- 
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peared fix Goats, harneſſed to a Gourd Shell, large 
enough for two Perſons to ſit. in with Eaſe, and 
lined with Velvet. The Princeſs placed herſelf in 
it, admiring an Equipage fo novel, and the Ram 
got in after her, and then drove to the Cavern's 
Mouth, which was ſtopped by a large Stone, which, 
on the Ram's touching with his Foot, removed. 
After which, he told the Princeſs ſhe might go 
down without any Danger; which ſhe would hard- 
ly have ever conſented to, had not her Fear of be- 
ing taken prompted her to it; and, upon that Ac- 
count, ſhe never heſitated, but followed her Con- 
ductor. 

As the Steps were very numerous, the Princeſs 
thought that ſhe was either going to pay a Viſit to 
their Antipodes, or the Elyſian Shades; but was 
much more ſurprized when ſhe diſcovered a vaſt 
Plain enamelled with various Flowers, which ex- 
celled all the Perfumes ſhe had ever ſmelt, ſur- 
rounded with a large River of Orange Flower 
Water. In the Midf of this Plain were Fountains 
of Wine, Roſa-ſolis, and other exquiſite Liquors, 
which formed Caſcades and other pleaſant pur- 
ling Brooks, and here and there Holts of Trees, 
which ſerved for ſhelter to Variety of choice Birds 
and Fowls, as Partridges, Quails, Pheaſants, Or- 
tolans, Turkeys, Pullets, &c. and in ſome Parts, 
the Air was darkened with Showers of Biſcuits, 
blanched Almonds, 'Tarts, Cheeſecakes, Marrow- 
Puddings, all Manner of Sweetmeats, both wet and 
dry; and in ſhort, with all Neceſſaries of Life, 
with great Plenty of Crown-Pieces, Guineas, Pearls 
and Diamonds. Without Doubt, the Rarity and 
Ulefulneſs of this Rain would have brought the 
Royal Ram a great many Viſitors, if he had been 
defirous of Company; but all the Writers that men- 
tion him, aſſure us, that he choſe to be retired, and 
was as grave as any Roman Senator. | | 

As it was the pleaſanteſt Seaſon of the Year 
when Miranda arrived there, ſheſaw no other . — 

an 
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than what Chambers, Halls, and Cloſets, Orange- 
trees, Jeſſlamine, Honey-ſuckles, and Roſe-trees 
formed by intermixing their Boughs. The Prince- 
ly Kam told Miranda, that he had reigned Sove- 
reign there ſeveral Years, and had ſufficient Cauſe 
to be afflicted ; but that he refrained from Tears, 
that he might not remind her of her Misfortunes. 


© ſhe) is ſomewhat ſo generous, that I cannot ex- 
. * preſs my Acknowledgment enough; and I muſt 
« confeſs, that what 1 ſee ſeems ſo extraordinary, 
J know not what to think of it.“ No ſooner had 
ne pronounced theſe Words, but there appeared a 
I'roop of beautiful Nymphs, who preſented her 
with Fruit out of Amber Baſkets; but when ſhe 
went near them, they inſenſibly moved from her; 
and at laft reaching out her Hand to take hold of 
one of them, and feeling nothing, ſhe ſoon perceived 
they were only Phantoms. Alas! (faid ſhe, 
< weeping) where am I, and what are theſe ?? At 
that Inſtant, the Royal Ram, for ſo I muſt call him, 
returning, having leſi her ſome Moments, and ſee- 
ing her ſhed Tears, remained Motionleſs, and 
ready to die at her Feet, | 
© What is the Matter with my beautiful Princeſs? 
« (ſaid he) Have I any Way failed in the Reſpect 
© that 1s due to you?? No (ſaid ſhe) but I am not 
A * uſed to live among the Dead, and with Sheep that 
© talk: Every Thing here terrifies me; and though 
my Obligation is great to you for bringing me 
© hither, yet I muſt beg one Favor more of you, te 
conduct me back. * Fright not yourſelf (replied 
* he) vouchſafe to hear me quietly, and you ſhall 
« know my deplorable Adventure.” : | 
© 1 was born a Prince: A great Race of Kings, 
« who were my Anceſtors, left me in Poſſeſſion of 
* one of the moſt beautiful Kingdoms in the World; 
my Subjects lov'd me, my Neighbours both fear'd 
* and envy'd me, and .I was efteem'd with ſome 
* Juſtice. My Perſon was not indifferent to 3 
, that 


© Your Manner of Treatment, charming Sheep (ſaid 
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© that ſaw me; and being a great Lover of Hunt- 
ing, as I was one Day purſuing a Stag, and ſepa- 
rated from my Attendants, the Stag took into a 
© Pond : I plunged my Horſe in after him with too 
much imprudence, as well as Raſnneſs; but, in- 
« ſtead ol finding the Water cold, I found it extra- 
ordinary hot, and the Pond becoming dry all on 
a ſudden,tt-re iſſued out of a Clift a terrible Fire, 
© :nd 1 Fel to ihe Bottom from off the Precipice, 
« where . cond fee nothing but Flames. 1 believed 
mus ict, when I heard a Voice ſay, They 
be greater Flames that warm thy Heart, un- 
« pratlnl Man, Alas! cried I, who is that who 
chm gins of my Coldneſs? An unfortunate 
« Wre:cl repiied the Voice, who adores you with- 
out Hope, At the ſame Time the Fire went out, 
and I aw a Fairy whom I knew from my Youth, 
and whoſe Age and Uglineſs always frightened 
me; ſhe was leaning on a young Slave of incom- 
© parable Beauty, who was loaded with Chains of 
Gold to denote her Slavery. What Prodigy is 
« this, ſaid I to Ragetre, which was the Fairy's 
Name,; was this done by your Orders? Alas! 
by whoſe Orders elſe do you think? replied ſhe ; 
Have you never known my Sentiments till now? 
« Muſt I be forced to explain myſelf my Eyes 
© uſed never to fail of Conqueſts; have they now 
« loſt all their Power? Conſider how low I ſtoop, 


tis a Fairy that makes this Confeſſion, and Kings 


are, in reſpect to them, but as Ants. I am en- 
« tirely at your Pleaſure, ſaid J to her, with an Air 
and Tone that expreſſed ſome Impatience ; but 
what is it that you aſk? Is it my Crown, my 
Cities, or my Treaſure? Oh Wretch, replied 
* ſhe, diſdainfully, I can make my Skullions, when 
« I pleaſe, greater than thee : I aſk thy Heart; my 
Eyes have aſæ'd it a thouſand Times, and thou haft 
not underſtood them, or at leaſt wouldſt not. Wert 
thou engaged with any other, I ſhould not inter- 
* rupt thee in thy Amours; but T have ws {7 
tere 
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© Intereſt in thee not to diſcover the Indifference of 
© thy Heart. Ah! grant me thy Love, added ſhe, 
© ſhutting her Mouth, to render it the more agree- 
© able, and rolling her Eyes about, I will be thy dear 
© Ragette, will add twenty Kingdoms to that thou 
poſſeſſeſt, an hundred Towers of Gold, five hundred 
C — of Siiver, and whatever thou canſt deſire be- 
« ſides.” 

Madam Ragotte, ſaid I to her, I beg of you, by 
« all the Charms that render you lovely, to ſet me 
« at Liberty, and then we'll {ce what I can do to 
« pleaſe you, Oh Traitor ! cried the, if thou lovedſt 
me, thou wouldſt not mourn {o much after thy 
« own Kingdom; but wouldſt be content to live in 


4 a4 Grotto, Wood, or Deſert. Do not believe me 


to be ſo great a Novice; thou thinkeſt of ſtealing 
© away, but I tell you for your Comfort, you mutt 
« ſtay here; and the firſt Thing you ſhall do, ſhall 
« be to keep my Sheep, which have as much Wit, 
and ſpeak as well as thou doſt. At the ſame 
Time ſhe brought me into this Plain, where we 
are now, and ſhewed me her Flock, which I look- 


ed on bur little; for that beautiful Slave that was 


*wih her took up all my Regard, and my Eyes 
« betray'd me; which the cruel Ragorte obſerving, 
* flew upon her, and ſtabb'd her in the Eye with 
her Bodkin, and fo deprived that adoreable Ob- 


.« je of her Life, At this diſmal Sight, I fell on 


* Ragotte, and clapping my Hand upon my Sword, 
« was going to ſacrifice her to the Manes of that dear 


Slave, had ſhe not rendered me motionleſs by 


her Art. My Effort being vain, I fell on the 


« Ground, and endeavoured to kill myſelf, to de- 


liver myſelf from that wretched State I was re- 


« duced to; when ſhe, with an ironical Smile, ſaid 
to me, I will make you feel my Power; you are 
at preſent a Lion, but ſhall, ere long, be a Sheep. 


« Whereupon touching me with her Wand, I found 


« myſelt metamorphoted, ſuch as you ſee me; but 
« retained both my Speech, and thoſe Sentiments 
| of 
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of Grief which I owe to my unhappy ſtate. Thou 
« ſhalt be five Years a Sheep, (continued ſhe) and 
« abſolute maſter of this ſweet Abode : while I, 
«< ſeparated from thee, and never beholding thy 
© aprecable Form, ſhall think on nothing but the 
c Hatred I bear thee.” Herenpon ſhe diſappeared; 
and if any thing could have ſoftened my Misfor- 
tunes, or given any Allay to my Diſgrace, twas 
her Abſence. | 
The Sheep ſhe ſpoke of acknowledged me to be 
their King, told me all their Misfortunes, how 
they diſpleaſed the revengeful Fairy, how ſhe had 
compoſed a Flock of them, and that they all un- 
derwent the ſame Puniſhment. But (added he) 
when their Time is expired, they will reſume their 
own Forms, and leave the Flock; and for thoſe 
who are Ragotte's Rivals, or Enemies, whom ſhe 
has kill'd, they abide here an Age before they re- 
turn into the World again : Of which Number the 
young Slave is, whom I told you of. I have ſeen 
her ſeveral Months, together, but ſhe never ſpeaks to 
me; and, when I approach'd towards her, it 
grieved me when I knew it was only a Shadow: 
zut having obſerved one of my Flock always by 
that Phantom, J underſtood he was her Lover, 
whom Ragotte, jealous of the tender Impreſſions 
they had made on each other, had taken fro 
her. 
This was the Reaſon that made me remove from 
that Fairy, and, for theſe laſt three Years, think 
of nothing but my Liberty, which was what en- 
gaged me to go often to the Foreſt, where I ſome- 
times have ſeen you, fair Princeſs, driving your 
Chaiſe, bke Diana, in her Silver Chariot, and 
other Times mounted on a fiery Steed, riding over 
the Plains with the Princeſſes and Ladies of the 
Court, and like another, always ſure to gain the 
Prize, Alas! if at thoſe Times I durſt have 
ſpoke, what fine Thinks ſhould I not have ſaid, 
when my Heart offered up its ſecret Vows ? But 
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how- would you have received the Declaration of 
an unhappy Sheep like me. | : 
Miranda was ſo much concerned at what fhe 
heard, that ſhe hardly knew what Anſwer to make; 
however, paying him ſome Civilities, which gave 
him ſome Hopes, ſhe told him, ſhe ſhould not be 
ſo much afraid of thoſe Shades, ſince they were to 
come to Life again : But alas ! (continued = 
if my poor Patypata, my dear Grabugeon, an 
my pretty Tintin, who died to ſerve me, were to 
meet with the like Fate, I ſhould not be fo 
much concerned here.” „ ; 
Tho' the Royal Ram underwent great Difgraces, 
yet had he a great many admirable Privileges, 
Go, (ſaid he) to his firſt Squire, who was a 
Sheep of a good Mein, go fetch the Moor, the 
* Monkey, and the little Dog ; their Shades may 
divert our Princeſs.” Soon after Miranda ſaw 
them; and tho' they came not nigh enough to be 
touched by her, yet their Preſence was ſome Com- 
fort to her. In ſhort, the Royal Ram, who was 
endued with all the Wit and Delicacy proper te 
fupport an agreeable Converfation, was fo paſ- 
fionately in Love with Miranda, that ſhe began to 
have ſome Regard for him, and to make ſome 
Returns; for what can be diſpleaſing in a beauti- 
ful, kind, careſſing Sheep, eſpecially when known 
to be a King, whoſe Metamorphoſis was to have 
an End? Thus the Princeſs paſs'd her Days in 
the ſweet Expectation of a more happy Fate, while 
the gallant Ram, whoſe Thoughts were ſolely 
bent-on her, made Entertainments, Concerts of 
Muſic, and did every thing that was in his Power 
to divert her ; his Troop aſſiſting him in them, 
and the Shades contributing ſomewhat thereunto, 
One Evening, when the Couriers arriv'd, for 
he was very fond of News, and always had the 
beſt, they told him, That the eldeſt Siſter of the 
- Princeſs Miranda, was going to marry a great 
Prince, and that the Nuptials were to be very mag- 
nificent, 
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nificent. * Alas! (cried the young Prineeſs) how 
unfortunate: am I, not to ſee ſuch fine Things ? 
I am here under Ground with Ghoſts and Sheep, 
while my Siſter, who will be dreſs'd as fine as a 
Queen, will have all the Court made to her, and 
I Hall be the only one that will not partake of 
3 Madam, why do you complain ? 
(faid the Royal Ram to her) Have I deny'd 
your going to the Wedding! Go, when you 
pleaſe ; but give me your Word, you will come 
again: If you deny me this, you ſhall ſoe me 
expire at your Peet ; for my Love is too violent 
for me to ſupport myſelf when I ſhall loſe you.” 
Miranda promiſed him nothing ſhould prevent 
her Return. He gave her an Equipage ſuitable to 
her Birth: She was dreſs'd very richly, and ne- 
glected N that might ſet off her Charms; 
the got into a Chariot of Mother of Pearl, drawn 
by fix Creatures that were half Griffins, and newly 
arrived from the Antipodes, and was attended by a 
great Number of Officers that were richly dreſs'd, 
and who had been ſent a great Way to make up 
her Train. | | 

With this Equipage ſhe arrived at the King her 
Father's Court, juſt when they were celebrating 
the marriage ; as ſoon as ſhe enter'd, ſhe ſurprized 
all that ſaw her with the Luſtre of her Beauty 
and Jewels, and heard nothing but Acclamations 
in her own Praiſe. The King looked at her with 
great Attention and Pleaſure, which put her into 
ſome Fear le he ſhould know her; but he was fo 

much prepoſſeſſed with her Death, that he had 
not the leaſt Idea of her, Nevertheleſs the Appre- 
henſion of being ſtopp'd, prevented her ſtaying 
"till the Ceremony was over, and made her go 
away ſuddenly, leaving a Box of Jewels behind 
her, whereon theſe Words were writ, The/e Jewwe!s 
are for the neau- married Couple: and when they 
opened tt, there was nothing in it. The King, 
who had flattered himſelf with ſome Hopes, and was 
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deſirous to know who ſhe was, was in the utmoſt 
| Deſpair when he knew ſhe was gone, and order'd 
his Officers, whenever ſhe came again, to ſhut the 
Gates and keep her. Though Miranda ws not 
long abſent, yet it ſeemed an Age to the Royal. 
Ram, who waited for her by a Fountain Side in. 
the thickeſt of the Foreſt, where he had brought. 
out immenſe Riches to offer her as an Acknow- 
ledgement of her Return. As ſoon as he ifaw her, 
he ran dowards her ſkipping and bounding, ca- 
reſſed her in his Manner a thouſand Tumcs, laid. 
him down at her Feet, kiſſed her Hands, told her. 
his Diſquiets and Impatience; wherein his Paſſion 
_ afforded him ſo much Eloquence, that the Prin- 
ceſs was charmed with it. 

Some Time afterwards the King married his ſe- 
cond Daughter, and Mirarda being informed of 
it, defired the Ram to let her go again ; who at 
that Propoſition, was extremely grieved : A ſecret 
Foreſight prepoſſeſſed him with his Misfortune ; 
but as it 1s not always in our Power to prevent 
what we foreſee, ſo his Complaiſancy to the Prin- 
ceſs overbalancing his Intereſt in her, he was not 
able to deny her. You will leave me, Madam, 
© (ſaid he) but this proceeds more from my ill 

Fortune than from you; I conſent to your De- 
« fires, ſince I never could make you a greater Sa- 
© crifice.* She aſſured him ſhe would ſtay no lon- 
ger than ſhe had done before: that ſhe would be 
as much concerned as himſelf to be detained ; and 
deſired him not to make himſelf uneaſy, In ſhort, 
ſhe had the ſame Equipage as before, and arrived 
there juſt as the Ceremony began. Her Preſence, 
notwithſtanding their Attention to the Ceremeny, 
occaſioned a general Shout of Joy and Admira- 
tion, and drew the Eyes of all.the Princes upon - 
her; who found her Beauty ſo extraordinary and 
uncommon, that they could hardly believe her to 
be mortal. The King was overjoyed to ſee her 
again, and never took his Eyes off from her but 
| once, 
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once, to give Orders to lock up all the Gates. When 
the Ceremony was almoſt over, the Princefs got 
up ſuddenly to ſteal out of the Cruud, but was very 
much ſurprized and vexed to find all the Gates 
ſhut. The King went up to her with great Re- 
ſpe, and a Submiſſion that gave her ſome En- 
couragement, deſiring her” not to deprive him ſo 
ſoon of the Pleaſure of ſeeing her, and to honour 
him and his Court with her Preſence. Then lead- 
ing her into a magnificent Hall, where all the 
Court was, he himſelf held a golden Baſon full of 
Water for her to waſh her Hands in. At this tae 
Princeſs, who was no longer Miſtreſs of her Trant- 
E threw herſelf at his Feet, and embracing his 
nees, ſaid, See, Sir, my Dream 1s fulfilled; 
« you have held a Baſon for me to waſh in, the 
© Day of my Siſter's Wedding, without any Miſ- 
fortune attending you. 
The King ſoon knew her to be his Daughter Mz. 
randa, and embracing her, and ſhedding. ſome 
Tears, ſaid, Alas! my dear Child, can you for- 
© get the Cruelty of a Father, who would have ſa- 
© crificed your Life becauſe he thought your Dream 
« denoted the Loſs of his Crown? It ſhall be fo, 
© (continued he) ſince both your Siſters are mar- 
© ried, and have each a Crown, mine ſhall be 
« yours.* And at that Inſtant riſing up, he put 
the Crown on the Princeſs's Head, and then ſaid, 
* The Gods preſerve the Queen Miranda. Where- 
upon the whole Court gave a great Shout of Joy, 
and her two Siſters came and hung about her Neck, 
and embraced her a thouſand Times. Miranda 
was ſo much overjoyed, that ſhe both cried and 
laughed, embraced one, and talked to another, 
thanked the King, and aked for the Captain of 
the Guards, to whom ſhe was obliged for al; and 
being told that he was dead, was very much griev- 
ed thereat. When they were at the Table, the 
King deſired to hear what had happened to her 
D 3 from 
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from the Day whereon thoſe fatal Orders were 
given; which ſhe acquieſcing with, related her 
whole Story, without omitting the leaſt Circum- 
ſtance, But while ſhe was thus engaged with the 
King and her Siſters, the Time of her Return was 
elapſed, and the amorous Ram became fo uneaſy, 
that he was no longer Maſter of himſelf, and ſee- 
ing that ſhe came not again, ſaid to himſelf, 
* My unhappy Form of a Sheep is diſpleaſing to 
her; alas! too unfortunate Lover, what ſhall 
I do without Miranda? Ragotte, inhuman Fairy. 
< how great is thy Revenge, for my Indifference 
towards thee.* Complaining in this Manner, 
and ſeeing Night approaching, without any Ap- 
pearance of his Princeſs's coming, he ran to the 
Palace and aſked for Miranda: But as every Body 
had heard of his Adventure, and were unwilling 
that the Princeſs ſhould go back again with him, 
they refuſed him the Sight of her in ſo rude a Man- 
ner, that he fetched Sighs, and made Complaints 
capable of piercing the Hearts of all that heard 
him, except the Soldiers that kept the Gates; 
and at laſt, overcome with his Grief, laid himſelf 
down and died. 

The King, who knew nothing of this deep Tra- 
gedy, propoſed to his Daughter to ride in a Cha- 
riot through all the Streets of the City. to ſhew 
her to her Subjects; but what a diſmal Sight was 
itto her, when they got out of the Gates of the 
Palace, to ſee her dear Sheep ſtretched on the 
Ground void of Life ? She jumped with Precipi- 
tation out of the Chariot, ran to him, cried over 
him, and bemoaned the Death of the Rozal Ram, 
which ſhe knew was owing to her not being ſo 
y_=_ as her Word, and in her Diſpair thought to 

ye partook of his Fate. 

The Fairy Lauretina, who had prefided over 
their Births, ſenſibly affected at the Lovers' un- 
fortunate Situation, came to their Relief, = 

wit 
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with a Touch of her Taliſman, not only reſtored 
the Royal Ram to Life, but to his natural Form 
as a beautiful Prince. The good old King, happy 
his Wiſhes for his Daughter, finding the Prince 
royally deſcended, conſented to their Union; and 
in full Court made them Heirs to his Kingdom. 
Thus we ſee by Virtue and Perſeverance, tho! 
Calamities may ſurround us.—Yet if we are good, 


we ſhall ultimately be happy, 
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HERE was a King and a Queen who had 
only one Daughter. Her Beauty, her 
Sweetneſs of Temper, and her Wit, which were 
incomparable, cauſed her Parents to give her the 
Name of Gracio/a. She was her Mother's ſole 
Delight; who order'd new Garments for every 
Morning throughont the Year, either of Cloth of 
Gold, Velvet or Sattin. Yet though ſhe was 
dreſs'd in the richeſt Manner, ſhe was not proud, 
nor vain-glorious. She ſpent the Morning, with 
Learned Perſons, who taught her all manner of 
Sciences; and in the Afternoon ſhe was employ' d 
at her Needle in Company with the Queen. At 
Dinner and Supper ſhe was ſerv'd in Plate, and 
the Table was ſpread with Diſhes of Sweet-meats, 
and all manner of Confectionary: ſo that ſhe was 
ſaid to be the moſt happy Princeſs in the World. 

- There was in the ſame Court an old Maid, but 
very rich, called the Ducheſs Grognon, every way 
a molt frighiful Creature to look upon: Her Hair 
was red as Fire; ſhe had a Face dreadfully broad, 
and cover'd over with large Pimples: Of both her 
Eyes that formerly ine had, there nothing remain'd 


but continual Blear ; Her Mouth was fo wide as if 
| ihe 
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ſhe would have devour'd all the World; only thoſe 


Fears ceas'd, when People ſaw ſhe had no Teeth : 
She was Hunch- back'd and Crump-ſhoulder'd both 
before and behind, and lame of both Legs. This 
ſort of Monſters bear a great Malice io all thoſe that 
are lovely and beautiful. She mortally hated Gra- 
cioſa upon this Account, and retir'd from Court that 
ſhe might not hear the continual Praiſes beſtowed 
on her Charms. She liv'd in a particular Caſtle of 
her own, not far diſtant; and when any Perſon who 
came to viſit her, ſpoke in Praiſe of the Princeſs, 
ſhe would cry out in a violent Paſſion, Tis falſe, 

*tis' falſe; ſhe's not a bit handſome ; I have more 
Charms in my little Finger than ſhe has in her 
whole Body. 

In the mean Time the Queen fell ſick and dy'd; . 
and the Princeſs Gractio/a was very near following 
her, ſuch was her Grief for the Loſs of fo good a 
Mother. The King alſo no leſs bemoan'd his fatal 
Divorce from ſo dear and loving a Wife; he ſhut 
himſelf up in his Palace for a whole Year together; 
till at length his Phyſicians, fearing left he ſhould 
impair his Health, beſought him for his own good 
to take the Air, and divert himſelf. In compliance. 
with this Advice, he one Day went a Hunting ; but 
the Weather being extremely hot, and perceiving 
a fair Caſtle not far off, upon the Purlieus of the 
Foreſt, thither he made with all his Train, and went 
in to repoſe himſelf. 

' Immediately the Ducheſs Grognon, having Notice 
of the King's Arrival, (for to her it was that the Caſtle 
belong'd) made haſte to receive him, and told him 
that the cooleſt Part of the Caſtle, was a large hand- 
ſome Under-Room, to which ſhe defired his Ma- 
jeſty would give her Leave to conduct him. Ac- 
cordingly the King went along with her; and ſeeing 
in the Room above Two Hundred Pipes all in Rows» 
one above another, he aſk'd her whether it were for 
her own Uſe only that ſhe made juch large Provi- 
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fion. Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I provide for none but 


. myſelf and Family; I ſhould be very glad if your 


Majeſty would be pleaſed to taſte my Liquors ; here 
is Canary, St. Laurent, Champaigne, Hermitage, Ri- 
weſalte Roſa ſolis, Perſicot, Fenouillet ; which will 
ou Majeſty make choice of? Frankly, faid the 
King, I hold your Champaigne Wine to be the beſt. 
Grognon immediately took a little Hammer, and 
having given a Rap or two at the Head of the Pipe, 
it opened, and out came a Million of Piſtoles : Ha ! 
what's the meaning of this, ſaiò ſhe, with a Smile! 
and knocking at the Head of another Pipe, out 
flew as many double Louis 4'Ors as would have filled 
a Buſkel. Good God ! what's all this for, ſaid ſhe, 
in a feigned Aſtoniſhment ! From thence . paſſin 
to the Third, ſhe knocked in the ſame Manner, = 
there iſſued as many Pearls and Diamonds as co- 
covered the Floor. Well, Sir, ſaid ſhe to the King, 
this is paſt my Underſtanding ; ſome body mult 
certainly have robbed me of my fine Wines, and 
filled up the Veſſels with theſe Trifles. Trifles ! 
cried the King, in Amazement: In the Name of 
Prophecy, Madam Grognen, do you call theſe 
Trifles ? Why, Woman, theſe Trifles are enough 
to buy Ten Cities as big as London, Well then, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, to be plain with you, all theſe Pipes 
are full of Gold and Precious Stones, and I will 
make you Maſter of them, upon Condition you 
will marry me. A Match, cry'd the King, (who 


loved: Money better than any thing) this very Day, 


if you pleaſe, before we ſtir out of the Caſtle. But 
ſtay, ſaid ſhe, there is one Condition more: I will 
be Miſtreſs of your Daughter as her Mother was; 
ſhe ſhall be wholly at my Command, you ſhall leave 
me the ſole Diſpoſal of her. Agreed, cried the 
King; you ſhall be Miſtreſs of my Daughter too. 
Here is my Hand upon it. Ggognon gave him her 
Hand: after which, having given = the Key 
of the wealthy Cellar, they took their leaves. 85 
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So ſoon as the King arrived at his Palace, Gra- 


cio/a hearing that her Father was returned, ran to 
meet him; embraced him, and aſged him whether 
he had had good Sport? To which ber Father re- 
plied, I have caught a Pigeon alive. Oh, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, give it to me, and1 will make it my Care. 
That cannot be, continued the King; for that I 
may more intelligibly explain myſelf, I muſt tell 
thee, that I have met the Ducheſs Grognon, and 
taken her to my Wife. Good Heavens! cried 
Gracio/a, in her firſt Tranſports, do you call her 
a Pigeon, who is Ten thoufand Times uglier than 
an Owl?—Hold your Tongue, ſaid the King; 
ſhewing himſelf ſomewhat oſfended.— Tis my 
Pleaſure that you love and reſpect her as much as 
if ſhe were your Mother.—-Go therefore and dreſs 
yourſelf—tor I intend this. Day to return back, an 
meet her. | ” 
The Princeſs was very obedient; and went to 
her Chamber to dreſs: But her Nurſe, perceiving 
by her Eyes that ſomething troubled her, What is 
the matter, my dear Jewel, ſaid ſhe, why weeps 
my Child? Oh! my poor Nurſe, replied Gracis/a, 
| how is it poſſible I ſhould do otherwiſe than weep z 
my Father is going to bring me home a Mother- 
in-law ; and to compleat my Miſery, the only and 
moſt cruel Enemy I have in the World; in a Word, 
it is the hideous Grognon. Ho. is it poſſible to be- 
hold her within theſe Curtains, which the Queen, 
my dear Mother, fo ,curioufly embroidered with 
her own Hands? How is it poſſible to careſs a 
hideous Face that has ſo impatiently fought 
Death? My dear Child, replied the Nurſe, there 
is a Neceſſity that your Demeanour ſhould be as 
conſpicuouſly good, as your Birth is great: Prin- 
ceſſes, like yourſelf, ought to give greater Example 
than others: And what more noble Example can 
you give, than that of Obedience to your Father? 
Promiſe me then, that you will not let. Grognon foe 
85 | | you 
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you diſcontented. The Princeſs had much ado to 
reſolve ; but the diſcreet Nurſe gave her ſo many 
good Reaſons for it, that ſhe promiſed at laſt to put 
as good a Face upon the Matter as ſhe could, and 
comply with her Step-dame's Humour. 
Preſently ſhe dreſſed herſelf in a Green Gar- 
ment, the Ground of which was Cloth of Gold : 
Her white diſhevelled Hair flowed in looſe Ringlets 
about her Shoulders, the Sport of the playing and 
enamoured Zephyrs, which was the Mode of that 
Time; and ſhe put upon her Head a light Garland 
of Roſes and Jeff 


all of Emeralds. In this Dreſs, Venus, the Mother 


of Cupid, would not have appeared ſo fair. Vet 


her Sadneſs, which ſhe could not overcome, was 
ſtill viſible in her Countenance. 

But to return to Grognon : That hideous Crea- 
ture too was employed in the Decoration of her 
Deformity. She had cauſed one Shoe to be made 
Half a Cubit higher than the other, to avoid Limp- 

ing as much as poſſible ſhe could. The Valley on 
one ſide of her Back was filled up with a Bolſtet 
well ſtuffed, to make it level with the Mountain on 
the other Side: She had ſupplied one of the empty 
Holes with a Glas Eye, the beſt ſhe could meet 
with ; and had painted' her Cheeks White, and 
dyed her abominable Carrots Black: Then fhe put 


on 2 Purple Robe lined with Blue, over which ſhe 


wore a Yellow looie Veſt tyed with Violet Rib- 
bands. And ſhe would necds make her Entry on 


mines, the Leaves of which were 


Horſeback, becaufe ſhe had heard the Queens of 


Spain were wont fo to do. 
While the King was giving out his Orders, Gra- 

coſa, who waited for K 

weat down into the Garden, and walking forward 


into a gloomy Grove, ſeated herſelf upon a Bank of 


Turfs: Here, faid ſhe, at length I am at Liberty: 
Here I may weep as long as I will without Moleſ- 
tation: And with that ſhe fell a ſighing and weep- 


ing 


is going to meet Grognon, 
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ing to that Degree, that her Eyes looked like two 
Fountains of Water, In this Condition, having 
forgot all Thoughts of returning again to the Pa- 
lace, ſhe ſpy'd coming towards her a Page clad in 
Green Sattin, with white Plumes in his Cap, and 
the moſt beautiful Countenance in the World; who, 
when he drew near her, with one Knee npon the . 
Ground ; Princeſs, ſaid he, the King ſtays tor you. 
She was On by the attractive Features which 
ſhe obſerved in the young Page; and in regard ſhe 
knew him not, thought he might be one of Grognon's 
Train. How long, ſaid ſhe, have you been ad- 
mitted by the King into the Number of his Pages? 
I belong not, Madam, to the King, ſaid he; I 
g to you, and never will belong to any other. 
You belong to me! replied the Princeſs, full of 
Aſtoniſhment, how is that poſſible, fince I know 
not who you are ! Oh, Princeſs, ſaid he, I never 
durſt as yet attempt to make myſelf known. But 
the Misfortunes with which you are threatened by 
the King's Marriage, oblige ine to ſpeak to you 
ſooner than otherwiſe I would have done. I had 
reſolved to leave to Time and my own aſſiduous 
Services, the Care of manifeſting my Love and 
Reſpe& for your Highneſs, and——How ! a Page, 
cried the Princeſs, has a Page the Prefumption to 
tell me he loves me ! This compleats the Meaſure 
of my Misfortunes. Fright not you yourſelf, fair 
Gracioſa, {aid the Page, with a tender and reſpect- 
ful Air; I am Percinet, a Prince too well known, 
both by my Birth, Riches, and Learning, for you 
to find fo great an Inequality between us, though 
your Merit and Beauty do indeed make a Diſtinc- 
tion. I am often in thoſe Places which you fre- 
quent, though you ſee me not. The Gift of Fa- 
ryiſm, which I received from my Birth, has greatly 
aſſiſted to procure me the Pleaſure of your Com- 
pany : I will attend you this Day, wherever you go, 
and perhaps it may ſo fall out, that I may not prove 

E | a uſeleſa 
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a uſeleſs Companion. All the while he was ſpeak- 
ing, the Princeſs looked upon him with Aſtoniſh- 
ment from which ſhe could ſcarce recover herſelf — 
At laſt, ſaid ſhe, Are you the Charming Percinet, 
whom I have had fo great a deſire to ſee, aud af 
whom ſuch wonders are reported ? How glad am I 


that you will be in the Number of my Friends ! 


Now I no longer fear the miſchievous Grognon, ſince 
you are ſo kind to take me under your Protection. 
Some few Words more they had together, and then 
Cracio/a returned to the Palace, where ſhe found 
a Horſe ready harneſſed and capariſoned, which 
Per/inet had put into the Stable, and which the 


'Grooms believed to be appointed for her. She 


mounted immediately ; for ſhe was very nimble and 
active, and the Page took the Horſe by the Bridle 
and led him, turning continually towards his Miſ- 
. that he might have the Pleaſure of beholding 

er. 
When the Horſe that was made Choice of tg 
carry Grognon, appeared near Gracio/a's yLiry, 
you would on the Compariſon have thought him 
ſome Draught-Horſe taken from a Cart ; and the 
Furniture of the Princeſs's Horſe did ſo glitter with 
Precious Stones, that there was no Compariſon 
between them: of which the King, whoſe Head 


was full of a Thouſand other Fancies, took no No- 
tice. But the Eyes of all the Lords and Ladies 


were fixed only upon the Princeſs, whoſe Beauty 
they admired ; and her pretty Page in Green, who 
they thought the moſt genteel that belonged to 
Court. ; | 

They met Gragnen upon the Road in an open 
Calaſh, frightfully deformed and miſhapen, not- 
withſtanding her Arts to conceal it. The King and 
the Princeſs embraced her, and preſented her her 
Horſe to get up and ride. But, perceiving Gra- 
cio/a's Palfry, How ! ſaid ſhe, ſhall that Puls have 
a finer Horſe than 12-1 had rather never be 


Queen 
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Queen, but return to my wealthy Caſtle, than be | 


thus uſed. The King commanded the Princeſs 
immediately to alight, and make it her Requeſt to 
Grognon, that ſhe would be pleaſed to do her the 
Honour to accept of her Horſe. | 
The Princeſs obeyed without any Reply; but 
Grognon took no Notice of her, nor even thanked. 


her for her Civility z but cauſing herſelf to be 
mounted upon the Princeſs's fine Ambler, ſhe looked 


then, if poſſible, more odious and friglitful than 
before ; and all the while eight Gentlemen held 
her for fear of falling Nevertheleſs ſhe was not 
pleaſed, but muttered a Thouſand Menaces and 
Curſes between her Gums. They aſked her what 
ſhe would be pleaſed to have ? Have ! ſaid ſhe, 
why, a I am Miſtreſs here, would have the Green 
Page to hold my Horſe, as he did when Gracio/a 
rode upon it. Immediately the * ordered the 
Green Page to lead the Queen's Horſe. Upon 
which Percinet caſt his Eyes upon his Miſtreſs, 
and ſhe her's upon him, without ſpeaking ſo much 
as one Word: However, he obeyed, and all the 
Court moved on, while the Trumpets ſounded a- 
loud; whereat Grognox was rejoiced, and thought 
to herſelf, ſhe would not change her flat Noſe and 
Akrew Mouth for all Gracio/a's Beauty. 
But when they leaſt expected it, the mettled 
Horſe began to eaper and bounce, and at length 
fell a running as if it had been for a Race. Grog- 
non held faſt by the Mane and the Pommel of the 
Saddle, and bawled out a moſt hideous Roar ; but 
at length her Courſer threw her, and down ſhe 
eame with one Foot in the Stirrup, the Horſe drag- 
ing her over the Stones, through Buſhes, and 
through thick and thin, till ſhe was all over fo be- 
mired that it would have been a Kindneſs to have 
pumped her. But as the whole Court rode after 
er ag faſt as poſſible, they ſoon overtook her, 


though not till her Fleſh was torn from her begs 


% 
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and Thighs, her Head bruiſed in thee or four 
Places, and one Arm broken ; in ſhort, never was 
Royal Bride in ſuch a miſerable Condition, 

The King ſeemed to be at his Wits End: They 
picked her up like a Glaſs broken in Pieces ; for 
her Bonnet lay in one Place, her Shoes in anether ; 
there lay a row of 'Teeth, there lay an Eye; they 
however carried her to the King's Palace, put her 
to Bed, and ſent for the moſt eminent Surgeons. 
But notwithſtanding her Diſorder, ſhe gontinued to 
{cold and rave without ceaſing. : 

This is one of Gractio/a's Tricks, cried ſhe, 
without doubt ſhe picked out that unruly headftrong 
Jade to do me a Miſchief; and tb have killed me 
if the could, If the King does not do me Juſtice, 
I'll return to my wealthy Caftle, and never ſee 
him more. Grognon's wrathful Speech was pre- 
ſently reported to the King; whoſe prevailing Paſ- 
fion being Intereſt, the Thoughts of loſing ſo many 
Pipes of Gold and Diamonds made him tremble z 
ſo that he was ready for any Impreſſion of Revenge. 
He ran to his odious Miſtreſs, fell at her Feet, and 
ſwore, that if ſhe would think of a Puniſhment pro- 
portionable to Graczoſa's Offence, he would give her 
up to Chaſtiſement: To which ſhe anſwered, ſhe 
was ſatisfied, and would ſend for the Wretch im- 
mediately. | 

Accordingly a Meſſenger was ſent to tell the Prin- 
ceſs that Grognon would ſpeak with her. The poor 
Princeſs immediately turned pale, and ſhook every 
Joint of her, believiag that the Meſlage boded her 
no-Good, and that it was not to careſs and give her 
Sweetmeats that Grognon defired her Company: 
She looked about her every where, to ſee whether 
Percinet would appear, but there was no Sign of him; 
ſo ſhe went with trembling Feet and ſad Heart to 
| Grognon's Apartment. No ſooner was ſhe entered, 
but the Doors were locked upon her, and four 
Women, reſembling four Furies, fell upon her, 
| torq 
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tore her coſtly Garments from her Back, and ſtript 
off her very Shift. But when they diſcovered her 
naked Beauty, the cruel Hags being unable to bear 
the Luſtre of her dazzling Whiteneſs, ſhut their 
Eyes, as if they had been gazing a long Time 
upon the Snow. Fall on, fall on, cried the mer- 
cileſs Grognon, from her Bed; let me have her 
flayed, leave not a Bit of that white Skin, which 
ſhe thinks ſo lovely, upon her Fleſh. | 
In any other Diſtreſs Gracioſa could have wiſn'd 
for her dear Percinet; but finding herſelf quite ſtript, 
ſhe was too modeſt to deſire the Prince ſhould be a 
Witneſs of her Nakedneſs, and therefore ſhe pre- 
ared herſelf to ſuffer like a helpleſs Lamb. The 
. our Furies had each of them a terrible Rod in their 
| Hands, and huge Brooms ſtood by them to make 
more, as they wore out the firſt: They laid on 
without Mercy; and at every Stroke, Grognon 
_ out, Harder, harder yet, you are too merci- 


Nobody would have thought, but that after all 
this, the Princeſs muſt have been flayed alive from 
Head to Foot: But it fell out otherwiſe ; for the 
courtly Peremet had bewitched the Womens Eyes, 
ſo that they thought they had Rods in their Hands,” 
when they were only light Plumes of various co- 
loured Feathers ; which Gracigſa immediately per- 
« ceived, and ceaſed to be afraid. Oh, Percifet, ſaid 
+ ſhe to herſelf, thou art come generouſly to my Re- 
lief! What ſhould I have done without thee ? The 
Furies having at laſt ſotired themſelves, that they 
could no longer ſtir their Arms, they huddled the 
Princeſs's Cloaths about her, and put her out. of 
Room, with & great deal of injurious Language. 
The Princeſs returned to her Chamber, and 
feigned to be very ill, went to Bed, and ordered 
that nobody ſhould ſtay in the Room but her Nurſe, 
to whom ſhe recounted the whole Story, and, tired 
with telling it, fell aſleep ; which the Nurſe per- 
| ceiving. 
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eciving, went out of the Chamber about Buſinefs, 
Soon after, the Princefs waking, fpied in a Corner 
of the Chamber the Green Page, not daring to 
come any-nearer out of Reſpect. She told him ſhe 
would never wrget the Obligation he had laid upon 
her: She conjured him not tv abandon her to the 
Fury of her implacable Enemy; and defired him 
for the preſent to retire, becauſe ſhe had often been 
told, that it was not decent for young Virgfus to 
be alone with young Men. He replied, that he 
hoped ſhe was ſenſible of the Reſpect he had for her; 
and that it was but his Duty, as ſhe was his Mit- 
treſs, to obey her in all Things, though it were at 
the Expence of his own Satisfaction. He there- 
upon left her; having fir adviſed her to feign her- 
ſelf ill from the ſevere Treatment ſhe had re- 
ceived. . 
Grognon's Joy to hear that Gracio/a was in ſuch 
2 weak Condition, made her mend ſooner than 
could have been expected; after which the Nuptials 
were folemnized with a more than ordinary Mag- 
nificence. And becauſe the King knew that 
Grognon, above all Things in the World, loved to 
be.praiſed as a Beauty, he cauſed her Picture to be 
drawn, and proclaimed a Tournament, wherein 
fx of the braveſt and moſt accompliſhed Knights of 
the Court, were to maintain againſt all Gainſayers, 
that Grognon was the moſt beautiful Princeſs in the 
World. Many Enights and Strangers came to 
maintain the contrary. And the ugly Queen was 
preſent at all the Combats, placed in a Balcony 
under a Canopy of Cloth of Gold; where ſhe had the 
Pleaſure to ſee her Knights, by their Strength and 
Activity, Victors in Defence of her bad Cauſe. 
Gratio/a, who was placed behind her, drew the 
Eyes of all the People upon her, while the ſilly and 
vain-glorious Grognon thought herſelf the only Ob- 
ject of their Admiration. 
At laſt, when none ſeemed to be left that * 
| . ef / 
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deſy the Champions of Gregnon's Beauty, on a 


ſudden there arrived a young Knight, holding in his 


Hand a Box that was all ſet with Diamonds : Im- 


mediately he cauſed Proclamation to be made, that 


he would maintain Grognon to be the fouleſt and 
moſt deformed of all the Sex, and that ſhe, whoſe 
Picture he had in his Box, was the moſt beautiful 
Virgin in the World. Having faid this, he ran 


againſt all the ſix Knights, and threw them to the 


Ground. After which ſix more preſenting them- 
ſelves, one after another till they numbered four 
and twenty, the young Knight ſervedthem all alike; 
and then opening his Box, he told the vanquiſhed 
Champions, that to convince them of their Error, 
he ſhould ſhew them his beautiful Picture. Every 
body immediately knew it to be the Princeſs Gra- 
cigſa's, but who the young Knight was, no body 


could tell; who, after he had made a profound 


Bow to his Miſtreſs, retired without telling his 
Name: But Gracigſa did not doubt he was her be- 


loved Percinet. 


 - e enraged Grognon, being almoſt choaked with 


Anger, and unable to ſpeak, made Signs that it 
was Grat iaſa ſhe would be at; and when ſhe could 
explain herſelf, ſhe fell a raving like a Bedlamite. 
How ! ſaid - ſhe, diſpute with me the Prize of 
Beauty ! What bring her Champion to affront my 
Knights! No, it is not to be borne.— L'Il be re- 
venged or die. Madam, replied the Princeſs, I 
proteſt to your Majeſty, I have no Hand in this 


unlucky Accident; and, if you pleaſe will ſign it 


with my Blood, that you are the moſt. charming 
Beauty in the World, and that I am a Monſter of 
Deformity. Oh-——you are Merry, Mrs. Cock-a- 
Hoop, replied Grognon ; but I ſhall have my turn 
in a little Time. Preſently it was told the King 
in what a Fury his Wife was, and what a deadly 
Fear the Princeſs was in; who beſought him to 
have Pity on her; for that if he left her to the 


Queen's 
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Queen's Indignation, ſhe would ſhewher no Mercy, 


But the King was not moved; and all his Anſwer was, 
that as he had given up the Princeſs into the Power 
of her Mother-in-law, ſhe might do with her what 
ſhe pleaſed. ; | 
The wicked Grognon waited with impatience for 
Night; and when it was dark, ordered her Fly. 
ing-Coach to be got ready; forced Gracio/a into 
it, and directed her to be carried, under a good 
Guard, a hundred Leagues off, into a wide Foreſt, 
thro* which nobody durſt travel, becauſe it was 
full of Lions, Bears, Tigars, and Wolves. When 
they were come into the Midit of this Foreſt, they 
ordered her to alight, and there left her, regard- 
leſs of her Tears and Supplications to take Pity on 
her. I beg not, ſaid ſhe, my Life at your Hands ; 
but only that you will vouchſafe me a ſpeedy Death: 
Kill me, and at once deliver me from the many 
Terrors worſe than Death that I am going to 
ſuffer, - But ſhe might as well have talked to fo 
many Statues, for they would not even give her an 
Anſwer ; and flying from her with an uncompaſ- 
fionate Speed, left the fair unfortunate Virgin all 
alone. Forſaken thus, and in the Dark, ſhe wan- 
dered for ſome Time, not knowing whither ſhe 
went, bruiſing herſelf ſometimes again the Trees, 
falling ſometimes, and ſometimes entangling a- 
mong the Thorns and Buſhes ; till at length ſhe 
ſate down upon the Ground, not having Strength 
to ſtand on her Feet, Percinet, ſhe cried ſome- 
times to herſelf. Oh Percinet ! where art thou? 
ls it poſſible thou ſhouldeſt forſake me? No ſooner 
had the uttered theſe Words, but ſhe ſaw one of 
the moſt agreeable and ſurprizing Sights in the 
World: It was an Illumination ſo ſplendid, that 
there was hardly a Tree in the Foreſt on which there 
did not hang ſeveral Branches ſtuck with Tapers; 
and at the Bottom of a Walk ſhe perceived a Pa- 
\* lace, which ſeemed to be all of Chryſtal, and 
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tone as bright as the Sun. She ſecretly hoped 
Percinet had a Hand in this pleaſing Enchantment; 
which Hope inſpired her with no ſmall Joy, though 
intermixed with Fear. I am alone, ſaid ſhe to 
herſelf ; the Prince 1s young, agreeable, amorous, 
and I am obliged to him for my Life: Oh this 
is too, too much, I muſt get out of his Way; 'tis 
better I ſhould die, than yield to his Love. Hav- 
ing uttered theſe Words, ſhe aroſe faint and weary 
as ſhe was, and without ſo much as turning her 
Eyes towards the Fair Caſtle, walked another Way, 
ſo diſturbed by the Diſtraction of her Thoughts, that 
ſhe knew not what ſhe did. | 
y At this Inſtant, a Noiſe, which ſhe heard behind 
her, increaſed her Fears, and made her apprehen&® 
ſome Wild Beaſt was coming to devour her; but 
looking, trembling, behind her, ſhe perceived- 
Percinet, who ſeem'd more beautiful than Love 
himſelf is painted by the moſt exquiſite Pencils, 
What, ſaid he, my adorable Princeſs, do you fly 
from me !—Are you afraid of him who adores you? 
Can it be, that you ſhould have ſo little Knowledge 
of my Reſpect, as to believe me capable of failing 
in the Duty I owe you ? Ah, no, ceaſe your Fears, 
and go with me to the Palace of Fairy-land ; rnto 
which, however, I will deny myſelf the Pleaſure 
of entering, if you forbid me. There you will be 
received by the Queen my Mother, and my Siſters, 
who already have a moſt tender Affection for you, 
from the Report I have made of your rare Endow- 
ments. Gracio/a, charmed with the ſubmiſſive 
and obliging Manner of her young Lover's Ad- 
dreſs, could not refuſe to ſeat herſelf with him in a 
little Calaſh, curiouſly painted and gilded, which 
two Harts drew with ſuch prodigous Swiftneſs, that 
in a very ſhort Time he ſhewed her a thouſand dif- 
ferent Parts of the Foreſt, which filled her with 
Admiration, Every thing might be diſtinctly ſeen: 
In one Place, Shepherds and Shepherdefſes, cu- 
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riouſly dreſſed, and dancing to their Flutes an 
Bagpipes. In other Places, by the Sides of purl- 
ing Streams, ſhe beheld the country Swains court- 


ing their Miſtreſſes, and heightening their Mirth 
"ho! 


nging a thouſand witty Songs and Roundelays, 
J thought, ſaid ſhe to Percinet, this Foreſt had 
been uninhabited; but to me it ſeems to be well 
peopled, and that the People live very happily. 
Since. your coming hither, my dear Princeſs, re- 
plied Percinet, this gloomy Solitude has been the 
Seat of Delights and pleaſing Amuſements: 'The 
Loves and Graces all wait on you ; and the Flowers, 
Daiſies and Primroſes ſpring up under your Feet. 
Gracio/a durſt make no Reply, being unwilling to 
engage in ſuch kind of Compliments, and there» 
fore defired the Prince to carry her to the Queen 
his Mother. 
Immediately he commanded the Harts to haſten 


to the Palace of Fairy-land, whither when the Prin- 


ceſs came, her Ears were entertained with the 


ſweeteſt Muſick; and the Queen, with her two 


Daughters, who were all exquiſitely beautiful, 
came forth to meet her, embraced her, and led her 
into a great Room, the Walls of which were of the 
fineſt Chryſtal. There, with great Aſtoniſhment, 
the oblerved the Story of her Lite engraved to that 
very Day, ending with the Tour ſhe hadjuſt taken 
1n-the Foreſt with the Prince in his Calaſh. Your 
Hiſtorians are very quick, ſaid Gracio/a to Percinet, 


er I perceive all the Variety of my Actions, 


or even Geltures, are immediately recorded here. 
The Reaſon, my dear Princeſs, replied Perciner, 
is, becauſe I would not looſe the moſt minute Idea 
of your Perfections, but imprint them deeply in 


my Heart: yet, alas! I am neither happy nor 


contented any where. Slte anſwered him not a 


Word, but thanked the Queen for her kind Kecep- 


tion, Soon after a noble Banquet was ſerved up, 
and Graczio/a eat with good Appetite ; being over- 
Joyed to meet with Porcinet in the Foreſt, where 

ke 
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ſhe had been afraid ſhe ſhould have found nothing 
but Bears and Lions. And now, though ſhe was 
ſufficiently tired, he engaged her to go into alarge 
Room that glittered with Gold and Diamonds, and 
contained the moſtexquiſite Paintings, where ſhewas 
_ entertained with an Opera, deſcribing the Loves 
of Cupid and P/yche, intermixt with Dances and 
Songs, among which a young Shepherd ſung the 
following. 

Yau are belov'd fair Gracioſa, more 
Than ere the God of Lowe himſelf could love, 
M ben he his Pſyche did adore. 
Be not more rig*rous than Bears or Wolves, 

Whoſe Natural Rage diffulves, 

When Liking and Affection move. 

T hey to Lowe's Laws ſubmit and tamely pay 
T heir Homage to the little Archer” s Bow, 

Why fhould not you | 
As tender be, and kinder far than they? 


She bluſh'd to hear herſelf thus named beſore the 
Queen and the Princeſſes ; and whiſpered Perciner, 
that ſhe was aſhame1 to find all the World were 
privy to their Secrets; which, continued ſhe, puts 
me in mind of ſome pretty Lines, which may be 
aptly applied on this Occaſion. #24 

Keep ycur Secrets in your Breaſt : ” 
Silence is a charming Gueſt, 

[ entertain with full Content: 

For tbe World has ſlrange Conceits, 

And, as Crimes, too of ten treats 


The Pleaſures of the Innocent,” 


Percinet begged her Pardon for having done a 
Thing that diſpleaſed her. And now, the Opera 
being at an End, the Queen ordered the two Prin- 
ceſſes to condut᷑t Gracio/a to her Apartment. No- 
thing was ever more magnificent than the Chamber 
and Furniture, nor fo rich as the Bed where ſtie 
| | Was. 
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was to lie. She was attended by four and twenty 
Virgins dreſſed like Nymphs, the eldeſt of which 
was not above eighteen, and every one ſeemed to 

be a Miracle of Beauty, When ſhe was in Bed, 
a moſt heavenly Symphony of Muſick filled the 
Room, to lull her to ſleep; but her Spirits were fo 
agitated. and diſordered by theſe ſurprizing Things, 
that it was not in her Power to cloſe her Eyes. All 
that I have ſeen, ſaid ſhe, muſt certainly be En- 
chantments. Good Heavens! that a Prince fo 
agreeable and witty ſhould be ſo formidable! I can- 
not make too much Haſte from theſe enchanting 
Places. Yet, when ſhe" conſidered the agreeable 
Difterence between living in ſo magnificent a Pa- 
Jace, and expoſing herſelf to the Cruelty of the 
barbarous Grognon, ſhe could not think of the Se- 
paration * Regret. This Conſideration 
pleaded for her Stay: But, on the other Side, ſhe 

found Percinet ſo obliging, that ſhe reſolved not to 
continue any longer in a Palace of which he was 
the Maſter. | 8 : 

In the Morning, as ſoon as ſhe was up, ſhe was 
preſented with Garments of all Sorts and Colours, 
and the richeſt Jewels, Laces, Gloves, and Silk 
Stockings ; all extremely fine, and admirable for 
the Curioſity of their Workmanſhip. Graris/a's 
Dreſs was never before ſo ſplendid, nor did ſhe ever 
more gracefully become it, nor appear more charm- 
ing. When ſhe was dreſſed, Percinet entered her 
Chamber, habited' in Green and Gold for Green 
was his Colour, becauſe Gracioſa loved it. What- 
ever is admirable in Shape, Beauty of Features, 
and Majeſticneſs of Mien, was all exquiſitely per- 
fect in Percinet. Graczo/a told him ſhe had not 
ſlept a Wink all Night; having been kept awake 
by the Thoughts of her Misfortunes ; and that ſhe 
could not but be apprehenſive of the Conſequences: 
What are your Fears, Madam, replied Perciner ? 
You are abſolute Sovereign here, and are adored ; 
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will you then forſake me, and return to your moſt 
cruel Enemy? Were I the Miſtreſs of my on 
Deſtiny, anſwered the Princeſs, I would willingly 
accept the Choice you propoſe ; but I am account- 
able for my Actions to the King my Father ; and 
it is better, therefore, for me to ſuffer, than be 
wanting in my Duty. Percinet omitted nothing 
that he cou'd think of to perſuade her to marry 
him ; but ſhe would by no Means give her Con- 
ſent ; and it was almoſt quite againſt her Will that 
he detained her eight Days; during which Tims 
he entertained her with a thouſand new Pleatures 
and Diverſions. | ” 25 1 
While ſhe ſtayed, ſhe ſeveral Times expreſſed ap 
earneſt Deſire to know what paſled in Grognow's 
Court; and what plauſible Stories ſhe contrived to 
conceal the Cruelty of her Intentions. Perci#et 
told her he would ſend his - Squire, who was, both - 
witty and diſcreet. The Princeſs replied, ſhe was 
perſuaded he needed nobody to inform him, but 
might tell her himſelf. Come then, ſaid he, with 
me to the great Tower, and you ſhall there diſ- 


tioRly ſee with your own Eyes what yau deſire to 


know. With that he led her to a Tower that was 
prodigiouſly high, and all of Chryſtal of the Rock, 
like the reſt of the Caſtle. He bid her ſet her Foot 


in a particular Place, and put her little Finger in his | 


Mouth, and then look towards the City, Which 
ſhe had no. ſooner done, but ſhe perceived. the 


wicked Grognon ſitting with the King, and heard 


her talking with him after this Manner: This poor 
Wretch, the Princeſs, with all her Beauty, has 
hanged herſelf in the Cellar; I have been to ſee 
her, and 1 profeſs the very Sight of her frighted 
me: All that is now to be done is to bury her, and 


then I make no Queſtion. but your Majeſty. will 
ſoon forget ſo inconiderable a Loſs. Ro, King 


wept, and bewail'd the Death of his Daughter, 
while Gregned WI * Sorrows, — 


z 


retirgd do her 
Chamber; 
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Chamber; where, by her Command, a large 
Billet was preſently dreſſed up in Funeral Pomp, 
and laid in a Coffin, and the King immediately 
ordered a ſolemn Interment. Infinite was the train 
of Mourners that attended the Hearſe, wer-ping 
and wailing, and bitterly - curſing the Stepdame, ' 
whom they ſecretly accuſed as the Cauſe of the 
Princeſs's Death. Every body went into deep 
| Mourning ; and the Princeſs could hear them la- 
* menting to themſelves, What Pity it was, ſo” 
ſweet and young a Princeſs ſhould periſh through the 
. Cruelty- of the wicked Grognon / It were a good 
Deed, they cried, to cut her to Pieces, and caft | 
Her to the Fowls of the Air. The King alſo would 5 
neither eat nor drink, but grieved continually. 
Gracioſa ſeeing her Father fo extremely afflicted, 
Ah, Percinet, ſaid ſhe, tis impoſſible for me lon- 
ger to bear that my Father ſhould think me dead; 
therefore, if you love me, carry me back again, 
that I may ſhew myſelf at Court. Notwithſtand- Si 
ing all his Arguments, he could not prevail u 
her to relinquiſh this Requeſt. Dear Princeſs, {aid 
he, will wiſh yourſelf again, more than once, 
in the Palace of Fairy land; though 1 dare not 
preſume you will ever wiſh for me, to whom you 
are more cruel even than Grognon is to you, But, . 
whatever he could ſay, Gracio/a inſiſted upon 
going: So taking Leave of the Prince's Mother 
and Siſters, Percinet and ſhe got into the Calaſh, 
and the Harts ran with the Swiftneſs of Arrows. 
When they were out of the Precincts of the Palace, 
" Gracioſa heard a great Noiſe ; and looking behind 
"her, beheld the whole Edifice tumbled down, and 
ſhattered into a thouſand Pieces. What Miracle is 
this, cried ſhe, the Palace quite demoliſhed ! 
Yes, Madam, replied Percinet, I muft have my 
Falace among the Dead, nor will you ever enter it 
in till your Death. Why are you angry! re- 
ied | Gracio/a, endeavouring to pacify him, all 
| : things 
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things conſidered, have not I more Reaſon to com- 
plain than you? a 

When they arrived at the Court, Percinet fo or- 
dered it, that himſelf, the Princeſs, and the Calaſh, 
became inviſible ; ſo that ſhe went unſeen till ſhe 
came into the King's Chamber, -and threw herſelf 
at his Feet. When the King ſaw her, he ſtarted 
up in Fear, and was running away, taking herfor 
a Ghoſt ; but ſhe held him by his Garment, and 
convinced him ſhe was not dead; but that Gregnon 
had cauſed her to be carried into a wild Foreſt, 
where ſhe had got into a Tree, and lived upon the 
Fruit. She added, that.the Queen had cauſed a 
Billet to be buried inſtead of her; and beſought 
him to ſend her to one of his remote Caftles, where 
ſhe might not be expoſed to the Rage of her Mo- 

ther-in-law. 23 
The King, doubting whether ſhe ſpoke Truth, 
ſent to have the Billet taken up, and being con- 
vinced of the Impoſture, was amazed at Grognon's 
Wickedneſs, not imagining ſuch Malice could have 
been in a Woman's Breaſt, Any other King would 
have laid her in the Billet's Place : But he was a 
poor weak Man, who had not Courage to be an- 
gry in earneſt : However, he carefſed his Daughter 
more than ever, and made her ſup with him, But 
when Grognon's Creatures acquainted her with the 
Princeſs's Return, and that ſhe had ſupped with 
the King, her Rage became perfect Frenzy. She 
flew to the King's Chamber, and told him, he 
muſt either deliver up his Daughter to her that 
Moment, or ſhe would inſtantly be gone and ne- 
ver ſee him more; that he was a Fool to believe 
ſhe was Gracieſa, though indeed ſhe ſomewhat re- 
fembled her, for that Gracigſa had certainly hanged 
herſelf; and that if he gave Credit to the Impoſ- 
ture of others, he had not the Confidence and 
Value which he ought to have for her. The King, 
not daring to reſiſt, delivered up the unfortunate 
E 2 © Princeſs 
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Princeſs into her Hands, believing or feigning to 
believe, ſhe was not his Daughter. 1 
Grognon, tranfported with Joy, dragged the 

Princeſs, by the help of her Woman, into a dark 
Dungeon, where ſhe cauſed her to be ſtripped, 
covered her with coarſe dirty Rags and a naſty Cap 
upon her Head, hardly allowing her Straw to lie 
upon, or Bread to cat. | 

In this Diſtreſs ſhe wept bitterly, and wiſhed 
herſelf again in the Caftle of Fairy-/and ; but ſhe 
durſt not call upon Percinet, conſcious that ſhe had 
not been fo kind to him as ſhe ought to have been; 
and conſequently not daring to promiſe herſelf, 
that he had ſtill ſo much Love for her, as to come 
again to her Succour, In the mean Time the 
wicked Grognon had ſent for a Fairy more malici- 
ous than herſelf ; who being come, 1 have got, ſaid 
ſhe, a little ſaucy Minx that vexes me to Death; I 
would willingly puniſh her, by ſetting her ſome 
difficult Taſks, which ſhe not being able to ac 
compliſh, I may have a pretence to break her 
Bones, and ſhe no Excuſe : Aſſiſt me, therefore, 
to find out ſome new Puniſhment for her every Day. 
The Fairy anſwered ſhe would conſider of it, and 
return the next Day. She was as good as her 
Word, and brought with her a Skain of Thread, 
as wide about as the Waiſts of three People; ſo fine 
that it would hardly bear breathing upon; and ſo 
tangled, that neither Beginning or End were to 
be und. Grognen was overjeyed at the Impoſſi- 
bility of this Taſk ; ſent immediately for the lovely 
Captive, and, with a Smile of Derifion, Here, 
ſaid ſhe, prepare your clumſy Paws to unravel this 
Skain ; and aſſured, if thou bieakeſt the leaſt. 
Bit, thou ſhalt dearly pay for it; for I will flay 
thee alive myſelf : Begin when thou wilt, but 1 
muſt have it unravelled before Sun-ſet; and, ſay- 
ing this, ſhe ſhut her up in a Chamber under 
three Locks. | | 
| Me When 
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When the Princeſs was alone, ſhe attempted the 
Taſk, turned the Skain a thouſand Ways, and 
broke it a thouſand Times; which fo diſtracted her, 
that ſhe gave over the Attempt ; and throwing it 
inthe Middle of the Room, Go, fatal Skain, ſaid 
ſhe, lie there, ſince thou it is that art to be the 
Occaſion of my Death. Oh, Percinet, Percinet /! 
if my Severity has not given too great a Repulſe to 
your Affection, though I- cannot hope your Aſſiſt- 
ance, yet come, however, and receive my laſt 
Farewel. Saying. this, ſhe feil a weeping fo 


bitterly, that any thing leſs ſenſible than a Lover 


would have been moved to Compaſſion. Percinee 
immediately opened the Door with the ſame Eafe 
as if he had the Keys in his Pocket, Here I aia, 
dear Princeſs, ſaid he, always ready at your Ser- 
vice; it is not in my Power to forſake you, though 

ou refuſe to return my Love. Having ſaid this, 
he ſtruck three Times with his Wand upon the 
Skain; and immediately the Threads untwiſted, 
and cloſed one to the other; and with two more 
Strokes the whole was unravelled with farprizing 
Eaſe : Which done, he aſked her, whether ſhe had 
any other Service to command him, and whether 
ſhe intended never to bear his Company, but in 
her Diſtreſſes? Upbraid me not, ſweet Percinet, 
cried ſhe, I am already too unfortunate. On 
Princeſs, replied Percinet, it is your own Fault 
that you are not abſolutely delivered from this in- 
ſulting Tyranny, to which you are a Victim. Go 


with me, make your Felicity mine, and mine' 


yours; what are you afraid of? That yon love me 
not with a ſincere and laſting Affection, replied 
the Princeſs : I am deſirous that Time ſupuld con- 
firm the Truth of the Sentiments you expreſs for 
me. Percinet being offended at her Jealouſy, took 
his Leave and left her.  — | 
The Sun was juſt ſetting, when Grognrn, who 
waited for the Cloſe of the Evening with the 
| WS: __ © greateſt 
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greateſt Impatience, came with her four Furies, 
who attended her wherever ſhe went. She put her 
three Keys into the three Locks, and as ſhe opened 
the Door, Well! ſaid ſhe, I ſuppoſe my beautiful 
Idler has been afraid to make uſe of her ten Fin- 
gers. Ay, ay, ſhe had rather fleep to preſerve 
her Complexion, However, when ſhe was en- 
tered, Gracie ſa preſented her the Skain, wherein 
there was not a Thread amiſs ; fo that all Grognor 
could ſay was, that ſhe had ſullied it, and was an 
aukward Creature ; for which ſhe gave her two 
ſuch unmerciful Blows on her fair Cheeks, which 
were of the Colour of the Lily and the Roſe, that 
they became black and blue. The unfortunate 
Gracioſa, who was forced to ſuffer patiently what 
ſhe could not avoid, was after this locked cloſe up 
again in her. Dungeon. - 

Grognon, amazed that ſhe had ſucceeded no bet- 
ter with her Skain of Thread, ſent for the Fairy 
again; and reproached her in very paſſionate 


Terms ; Find me out ſomething elfe, ſaid ſhe, fo © 


difficult as may amount to an Impoflibility. The 
Fairy went away, and the next Day returned with 
a great Tab full of Feathers of all Sorts of Birds ; 
u Ne gbtingales, Canary-Birds, Robin- Redbreaſts, 
Goldfinches, Linnets, Parrots, Owls, Sparrows, 
Pigeons, Oſtriches, Buſtards, Peacocks, Larks, 
Partridges, and an infinite Number more, which 
J am not able to name; and theſe Feathers were 
ſo intermixed, that the Birds themſelves would 
never have been able to have known their own Ap- 
el. Here, ſaid the Fairy to Grognon, is that 
will try the Wit and Patience of your Captive: 
Command her to ſeparate theſe Feathers, and lay 
the Plumage of every one of theſe Birds by itſelf ; 
which is a Taſk would puzzle her, were ſhe a Fairy 
herſelf. Gregnon was in an Extafy of Joy only at 
the bear Thoughts of the Princeſs's Perplexity. , 
She {cnt for her; and after baving territied = 
wi 
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with a thouſand Menaces, ſhe ſhut her up with the- 
Feathers, in a Chamber under three Locks, as be- 
fore ; giviag her to underſtand, that ſhe e 1 
her Work ſhould be done before Sun-ſet. | 

Gracis/a took ſome of the Feathers, and looked 
upon them; but fiading it impaſlible to know the 
Difference of one Bird's Feathers. from thoſe of 
another, ſhe threw th m back into the Tub, Yet 
ſhe made ſeveral Eſſays 3 but the oftener ſhe try*d, 
the more impoſſible ſhe found her Taſk. So that, 
at length overwhelmed with Grief and Deſpair, I 
muſt die, cried ſhe, with a lamentable Voice; it 
is my Death that is ſought for, and only that can 
put an End to my Miſeries. . Injured Percinet has 
left me too, no doubt; and to call on him for Suc+ 
cour would be in vain; for, had his Love con- 
tinued, he would have been here ere now. 0 

Dear Gracie/a, I am here, cried Percined, ſtart · 
ing up from under the Feathers, where he lay hid : 
Jam ready to deliver you from all your Troubles ; 
and now, after ſo many Proofs of my Fidelity, can 
you any longer ſuſpect the Sincerity of my Affection, 
or think I do not love er. better than my Life? 
Saying this, he ſtruck three Times with his Wand 
upon the Caſk, and immediately the Feathers flew 
out, and ſorted themſelves in little Heaps about 
the Room. I am infinitely obliged to you, Sir, 
ſatd Gracio/a :, But for you, I muſt have been loſt: 
and be aſſured I will not be ungrateful. The 
Prince uſed his utmoſt endeavours to perſuade her 
to come to an immediate Reſolution in his Favour: 

but, ſtill ſhe inſiſting upon Time, he complied, 
though it was much againſt his Will. 

Grognon came exactly at her Hour g; but was 
quite amazed and confounded to ſee her Deſigns 
again defeated: She, however, beſtowed ſome 
Blows upon CGracio/a, pretending the Feathers were 
not laid even. She ſent for the Fairy direQly, and 
fell into ſuch a Rage 8 her, that ſhe knew 

_— not 
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not what to ſay, being herſelf quite confounded. At 


length the Fairy promiſed to uſe her utmoſt Art, 
in making a Box, which if her Curiofity ever 
tempted her to open, ſhould puzzle her to ſhut again, 


beyond all the Arts in Fairy- land to help her: Ac- 
cordingly, ſome Days after, ſhe brought this Box, 


Which was ſomewhat large. Here, ſaid ſhe to 
Grognon, ſend your Captive ſomewhere with this 


Box; but forbid her to open it, and then ſhe cer- 


tainly will; and you will have your Deſire. Greg- 


non, obſerving the Fairy's Directions, Here, ſaid 


ſhe to her fair Captive, carry this Box to my rich 
Caſtle, and ſet it upon a Table in my Cabinet; 
but, upon Pain of Death, I command you not to 

look what is in it. 1 | | 


-- Gracic/a, having put on her wooden Clogs, her 


Canvas Gown, and her Woollen - Cap, ſet out on 


ner Journey. All that met her cried, Certainly 
There goes ſome Goddeſs in Diſguiſe ; for the Po- 


verty of her Dreſs could not conceal her wonder- 
ful Beauty. However ſhe began to be tired with 
her Journey; and coming into a little Wood, ſur- 
wounded with delightful Meadows, ſhe ſat down to 
reſt herſelf : But having ſet the Box on her Knees, 
her Curiofity on a ſudden prompted her to open 
it. What can be the Danger ? Raid ſne to herſelf; 


I ſhalt take notning out of it, and would only fee - 


what is in it; fo, reflecting no further on the Con- 


ſequences, ſhe opened the Box; when immediately 


out came a great many little Men and Women, 
Violins, Inftruments, little Pictures, little Cooks, 
and little Diſhes ; in ſhort, the Giant of the whole 
Company was not higher than your little Finger : 
They danced in the Meadows ; divided themſelves 
in Companies, and began the pleaſanteſt Ball that 
ever was ſeen; ſome ſkipped and capered about ; 


others ated as Cooks; ſome eat and drank ; and 


the little Violins played to a Miracle. Gracigſa, 


for ſome Time, was delighted with the Sight, 


thinking 
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thinking to recall the merry Wantons into the Box; 
but not one of them would return : The little Gen- 
- tlemen and Ladies betook themſelves to their Heels ; 
the Violins ran away ; the Cooks, with their Pots 
upon their Heads, and their Spits upon their 
Shoulders, flew from her like ſo many Birds ; and 
when ſhe followed them into the Wood, they got 
into the Meadows ; when ſhe ran after them 1n the 
Meadows, they flew into the Wood. Oh indif- 
creet Curioſity! cried Gracio/a, 9 Now 
my Enemies will prevail: the only Misfortune I 
could have prevented, is befallen me through my 
own Folly, no, I cannot ſufficiently blame myſelf. 
Oh! Percinet ! Percinet ! if it be poſſible for thee 
ſtill to love a Princeſs ſo imprudent, aflift me once 
more, sn this moſt perilous Accident that ever 
threatened my Life. FP AT 
Percinet did not ſtay to be called thrice, but 
appeared immediately in his Green Habit: ſay- 
ing, were it not for the wicked Grognon, he ſup- 
ws Gracio/a would never think of him. Have a 
tter "Opinion of my Sentiments, replied the 
Princeſs; I am neither inſenfible of Merit, nor 
ungrateful for Kindneſſes received. It is true, I 
have put your Conſtancy to Trials; but it is to 
crown it when I am convinced of it. Percinet, be- 
ing. now better pleaſed than eyer, gave three 
Strokes with his Wand upon the:Box, and imme- 
diately the little Gentlemen and Ladies, the Vio- 
lins, the Cooks with their roaſt Meat, in ſhort, 
the Whole of this deminutive Company placed 
themſelves again in the Box, as if they had neyer 
been out of it Which done, Percinet, who had 
left his Chariot in the Wood, defired the Princeſs 
to ule it the remaining Part of her Journey to the 
Caſtle ;, and indeed ſhe had no ſmall need of ſuch 
a Convenience, confidering the Condition ſhe was 
In. 80, having n her inviſible, he con 
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ducted her himſelf, and by that Means had the 
Pleaſure of her Company; a Pleaſure to which, 
my Chronicle ſays, ſne was not indifferent in her 
Heart, though ſhe was careful to conceal her Sen- 
timents. | | 
Thus ſhe arrived at the rich Caſtle : but when 
ſhe demanded the Key of the Cabinet, in Grognox's 
Name, the Governor burſt out a laughing.—How ! 
ſaid he, haſt thou the Confidence to think that 
Shepherds Girls are ever admitted into Queens Ca- 
binets ! Go, go, get thee gone, wooden Clogs 
and Hobnails never yet defiled theſe glittering 
Floors. Gracia deſired him to write a Line why 
he had refuſed her Entrance, which be readily did. 
So leaving the Caſtle, ſhe was received by the 
amiable - Percinet, who waited for her, and con- 
ducted her back to the King's Palace. It would be 
difficult to relate all the tender and reſpectful Ar- 
guments he uſed by the Way, to perſuade her to 
put an End to her Misfortunes. To which ſhe re- 
plied, that if Grogncx impoſed upon her any more 
of theſe impoſſible Commands, ſhe would yield him 
ker Conſent, - * 8 1 
When the enraged Stepdame ſaw the Princeſs 
returned, ſhe _ the Fairy, whom ſhe had 
detained with her all the while, faſtened her Claws 
in her wrinkled Cheeks, and would have throttled 
ker too, had it been poſlible to ſtrangle a Fairy. 
Gracieſa preſented her the Governor's Letter and 
the Box; but ſhe threw both in the Fire, not 
- vouchſafing to open them ; and had the thought of 
it, would have thrown the Princeſs after them ; but 
ft e did not defer her Puniſhment. | 
She cauſed a great Hole to be made in the Gar- 
den, as deep' as a Well, and a great Stone to be 
Aid over the Mouth of it. Then taking occaſion 
to Malk in the Garden, the faid to Gracigſa, and 
the reft that attended her, Under that Stone, as I 
am informed, there lies concealed immenſe ** 
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ſare, let us go and remove it. Upon this, they all 
ſet their Hands to it, and Gracie/a among the reſt ; 
wich was what Grognon deſired; for as the Prin- 
ceſs ſtood by the Side of the Hole, Greg nen puſhed 
her in, and then rolled the Stone over it again. 
This Stroke appeared to be paſt Remedy; for 
how could Percinet find her, buried thus in the 
Earth? She herielf deſpaired, and-{repented the 
had fo long delayed to marry him, How terrible 
is my Deſtiny, cried ſhe : This kind of Death is 
more dreadful than any other. Oh, Percinet / you 
are ſufficiently revenged for my ſcrupulous Reluc- 
tancy. But I was afraid you were like many other 
Men, who prove inconſtant when once they find 
themſelves beloved; I was deſirous to be certain of 
your Heart, but my unjuſt Suſpicions are now the 
| Cauſe of my preſent Miſery , Yet, continued ſhe, 
if I could but hope you would ſhew:fome Regret for 
the Loſs of me, I ſhould be leſs ſenfible of my Mis- 
ſortune She was lamenting in this Manner to eaſe 
her Sorrows, when ſhe perceived a little Door 
open, which ſhe had not ſeen before, by Reaſon of 
the Obſcurity : At the ſame Time ſhe alſo ſaw Day» 
light, and a Garden full of Flowers, Fruits, Foun- 
tains, Grottos, Statues, - Groyes,, and Arbours z 
ihe went in, and walked forward into a ſpaci 
Alley, wondering what would be che Event 
this extraordinary Beginning. Soon after ſhe dife 
covered the Caſtle of Fairy-/and, which ſhe eaſily 
knew a ain ; for a Caftle made all of Chryſtal of 
the Rock, with the Hiſtory of one's Life engraved 
therein, is no very common 87 Percinet apt 
peared too, together with the Gees his Motder 
and his Siſters. - Fair Princeis, ſaid the Queen tg 
Gracio/a, it is Deen you waukd conſent ; make 
my Son moſt happy, and free yourſelf from that 
deplorable Condition wherein you ive under the 
mide gratefal Painceſa Gel wy 
grateful. Pzincefs fel upon ber Knees, and 
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told the Queen ſhe might diſpoſe of her Deſ- 
tiny, and that ſhe would obey her in all things; 
that now ſhe diſcovered” the Truth of Percinet's 
Prediction, when he foretold her, that his Palace 
- ſhould be among the Dead, and ſhe never enter it 
again, till ſhe had been buried; that ſhe was a- 
mazed at his Knowledge, that his Merit was no 
leſs her Admirat ion, and therefore ſhe accepted him 
for her Huſband. Now the Prince, in his turn, 
threw himſelf at her Feet; the whole Palace re- 
founded with Muſic and Acclamations of Joy; and 
the Nuptials were ſolemnized with the greateſt 
Magnificence. All the Fairies for a thouſand Miles 
round came thither in moſt ſumptuous Equipages ; 
ſome in Chariots drawn by Swans, others b Pra. 
gons; ſome rode upon the Clouds, and others in 
lobes of Fire. Among the 'latter appeared the 
Fairy who aſſiſted Gregnon to torment Gracigſa. 
When ſhe knew who it was, ſhe was in the greateſt 
Surprize ; beſought her to forget what was paſt, and 
faid ſhe would endeavour to make her amends for 
the Evils ſhe had cauſed her to ſuſter. And it is 
certain, ſhe did not ſtay out the Feſtival, but re- 
mounted her Chariot drawn by two Terrible Ser- 
pents, the flew to the King's Palace; and finding 
Grognon out, wrung off her Neck,” notwithſtanding 
all the Guards hd her Women could do to pre- 
vent it. 4 EN. 92 "1 8 487 
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Derlei Envy thus with bantful Wing. * 5 
Din bs the Calm of our ſereneſ Days; | 
Bbe ne er 'with-bilds her prifon'd Sting, © © 
' But wounds infidious, and owr Peace betrays. ' 
inna 19 I Lf ACER NH 3 » 
 *FTavas fbe who Grognon's Malice mod 
TD ruis Gracioſa's Innocence; j; 
Nas fbe avbo alt theſe Snatis improv'd a 
Aer Wit to baffle, and cenſuund ber Senſe. * 
Ac, 
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"Twvas ſhe who aim d the cruel Darts, 
Fair Gracioſa's Peace undding ; 

Bat Percinet their Influence thwarts, 
And ſaves the Fair from Ruin. 


Well did he then deſerve the Heart, 
Which afterward ſhe gave his Love; 
And who ewith Firmneſi bear the Smart, + 
To perfect Foy their Pains improve. 
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CURIOUS STORY. 
| O F 
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OME Time ago there lived a King and a 

8 Queen, who had managed their Affairs ſo ill, 
that they were driven out of their Dominions; and 
to ſupport themſelves, were forced to ſell their 
Crowns, then their Robes, Linen, and Laces, 
and afterwards all they had ; and when they were 
zeduced to the utmoſt Poverty, the King ſaid to 
the Queen, We are forced out of our Kingdoms, 
* and have nothing left, there tore we muſt think 
0 of getting a Livelihood both for ourſelves and 
Children; think a little what we ſhall do; 
* for my Part I am entirely at a Loſs.” The 
Queen who was a Woman of good Senſe and Wit, 
aſked eight Day's Time to conſider of it; and 
when they were expired ſaid to him, Come. don't 
let us vex and torment ourſelves ; you ſhall lay 
„Nets and Snares for Fowls, and Lines for Fiſh, 
* while I make them: As for our Daughters, 
U 22 are three idle Sluts, and fancy them- 
ſelves ftili to” be great Ladies, we will carry 


_ © them a great Way off, that it will be impoſſible 
* for them to find their Way back again; for we 
can never keep them as fine as they expect we 


The 


« ſhould.” 
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The King, who was a kind Father, began to 
weep when he ſaw he muſt part with his Children; 
but the Queen being of an 1mperious haughty 
Temper, and he being forced to acquieice with 
her, he told her ihe might riſe early the next 

Morning, and carry her Daughters where ſhe. 
thought fit. While they were thus contriving this 
Affair, the Princeſs Finetta, who was the youngeſt 
of the three, heard them through the Key-hole ; 
and as ſoon as ſhe was informed of their Deſign, 
ran as faſt as ſhe was able to a large Grotto, in- 
habited by the Fairy Merlucba, her Godmother; 
bat before ſhe went, ' took two Pounds of freſh 
Butter, Eggs, Milk, and Flour, to make a Cake 
of, that ſhe might be the more acceptable Gueſt.” 
When ſhe firſt ſet out, ſhe went very chearfully ; . 
but after ſhe had walked tome Time, andthe Soles' 
of her Shoes were worn away, and her Feet began 
to be galled with the Pebbles, ſhe was ſo weary 
that ſhe ſat herſelf down on — and fell a- 
crying; when a fine Spaniſo Horſe paſſed by ready” 
bridled and faddled, with Diamonds — 2 
his Houſings to buy two or three Towns; Who 
when he ſaw the Princeſs, he fed by her, ing 
kis knees, ſeeming to pay ſome to 5 
whereupon taking him the Bridle, ſhe faid, 
© Pretty Horſe, if you will carry me to my God- 
mother the Fairy, I ſhail be very much obliged- 
to thee; for I am ſo weary, that I am ready to 
© die away; I promife you l' give you gaod Corn 
and Hay, and litter you doun with clean Straw, © 
The Horte bent down before her, and ſhe * 
upon his back, he carried her to the Pairy's * 
to as ſwift as a Bird flies in the Air; for Merlucba 
knowing of her God-daughter's coming, had fend 
him for that Purpoſe. 5 6 n eee 
When ſhe went in, ſhe made three low Curte- 
ſies, kiſſed the Hem of her Garment, and then 
| ſaid to her, Good-mor-ow Godntother, how d 
« do? I have brought yon here ſome Malk, 
1 a Ul ter, 
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ter, Flour and Eggs, to make a Cake after our 
Country Faſhion. * You are welcome, Finerta, 
« (faid the Fairy) come and let me embrace you.“ 
Whereupon ſhe kiſſed her two or three Times, 
which made Fineita ready to die with Joy; for 
- Merlucha was a great and renowned Fairy. Well, 
my Girl, (faid ſhe) you ſhall be my Waiting- 
woman, come dreſs and comb my Head ;* (which 
tte Princeſs did with all the Addreſs imaginable.) 
* I know what brought you hither (ſaid Merlucha) 
* you heard the King and Queen conſulting how 
they - might loſe you, and you have no Mind 
to be ſo ſerved. Take this Clue of Thread, 
it will not break, and faſten one End of it to 
* the Door of your Houſe, and keep the other in 
your Hand; when the Queen leaves you, it will 
* be an eafy Matter for you, by this Thread, to 
* find your Way back again.“ 
The Princeſs thanked her Godmother, who gave 
her a Sack full of Cloaths, all-covered over with 
Gold and Silver, and embracing her, ſet her upon 
the ſame; horſe again, who carried her Home in a 
Moment or two; and when ſhe had thanked her 
Pretty Horſe for his Trouble, and had bid him re- 
turn, ſhe! went iſ{oftly into the Houſe, and hiding 
her Sack under the Bed, laid herſelf down with- 
cout taking any Notice of what had paſſed. As 
don as. it was Day, the King awaken'd his Wife, 
and bid her prepare for her Journey; upon which 
ſhe got up, aad put on a Pair of ſtrong Shoes, a 
Mort petticoat, and white waiſtcoat, and taking her 
Stick in ber Hand, went to call her Daughters; 
the eldeſt of which was named Lowe's Fuer, the 
ſecond Fair-Night, and the youngeſt Auri-ula, or 
Fine-Ear, but, by way of Nickname Finetta. * I 
have dreamed to night, (ſaid the Queen) that 
ve muſt go and ſee my Siſter, where we ſhall be 
© treated, and be very merry. We'll go Madam, 
1 where you pleaſe (iaid Love's Flower } who could 
* not endure to live in a Deſert, 10 3 
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© but tis no Matter where.“ The other two ſaid 
the ſame, and taking their Leave of their Father; 
they all four ſet forward for their Journey. They 
went at laſt ſo far that Fine-Zar began to fear leſt 
her Clue ſhould not hold out ; for they had gone a 
reat many ſcore Miles: However, ſhe was always 
hind, faſtening her Thread in the Briars. When 
the Queen thought ſhe had carried them ſo far that 
they could not find the Way back again, ſhe went 
into a large Wood, and ſaid to them, Come my 
Little Lambs, lie down and take a Nap, while 
I, like a Shepherdeſs, will watch you, leſt the 
Wolf ſhould ſurprize you. Whereupon they laid 
themſelves down and fell aſleep, and the Queen, 
when ſhe thought them faſt, took her Leave, as 
ſhe thought, for the laſt Time, when Finetia, who 
only ſhut her Eyes, and pretended Sleep, ſaid to 
herſelf, « Was I now of a revengeful Temper, I 
_ © ſhouldleave my Siſters to periſhi here; for they have 
© beat and abuſed me very much : But, however, I 
© will not now forſake them. Whereupon awak- 
ening them, ſhe told them the whole Story; at 
which they fell a-crying, and begged of her tot 
them along with her, promiſing to give her all the 
fine Things they had. I know (ſaid Finetta) ) 
« © you will not perform what you promiſe; but ne- 
« yertheleſs I ſhall act the Part of a kind Siſter.” 
And thereupon ſhe roſes up, and followed her 
Thread, which brought them home almoſt as ſoon 
as the Queen. | 
When they came there, ſtopping a Moment at 
the Door, they heard the King ſay, My Heart 
© aches to ſee you all alone.” © Indeed, (ſaid 
© the Queen) we were very much troubled with 
* our Daughters.“ Well, ſaid the King, had 
0 mY but brought my Finetta back, I ſhould not 
be ſo much concerned for the other two, And 
juſt then they knocked at the Door: Who's 
there!?“ (ſaid the King) - Your, three Daugh- 
ters, Loye's Flower, | Fair-Night, and How 
| =. "4 
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* Far, {replied they).” And at that the Queen 
trembled, and ſaid, Don't open the Door, for 
they are certainly their Spirits; for tis im- 
poſũble they ſhould be returned.“ The King, 
Who was as great a Coward as his Wife, ſaid, 
* *'Tis falſe, you are not my Daughters.“ Where- 
upon Finctta replied, Look through the Key- 
hole, Papa, and if I am not your Daughter Fi- 
' * "atta, | conſent to be whipped.* At that the 
| King did as ſhe bid him, and knowing them open- 

ed the Door. The Queen ſee med to be very glad 
to ſee them, pretending ſhe came back for ſome- 
thing ſhe had forgot, and defigned to have gone to 
them again, 
 Finetta, when all was over, aſked her Sifters 
for what they had promiſed her; who, — 
beat her with their Diſtaffs, and told her, That 
it was for her Sake that the King was not ſorry for 
them. Afterwards ſhe went to Bed; but being 
not able to ſleep for the Blows and Bruiſes they 
had given her, ſhe heard the Queen ſay, ſhe would 
carry them another Way farther off, from whence 
ſhe was aſſured they would never return. Upon 
this ſhe got up ſoftly, went into the Hen-houſe, 
and wrung off the Necks of two Pullets and a 
Cockerel, which the Queen had ſet up to regale 
herſelf with; and putting them into a Baſket, ſet 
out to go to ſee her Godmother again. She had 
not gone half a Mile, being in the dark, and 
frightened out of her Wits, before ſhe heard the 


55 Spaniſh Horſe whinnying and prancing; who no 


ſooner came to her, but ſhe mounted, and was 
carried preſently to her Godmother's. After the 
uſual Compliments, ſhe preſented her with the 
Fowls, and defired her good Advice; for that the 
Queen had ſworn to carry them to the World's 
End, Moerlucha bid her not grieve herſelf, and 
ave her a Sack full of Aſhes to carry before 
her, to ſprinkle before her as ſhe went along, 
telling her, when ſhe returned, ſhe _— but 

| obſerve 
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obſerved her Footſteps, which would conduct her 
back fagain ; and withal charged her not to take 
her Siſters along with her, aſſuring her, if ſhe did, 
ſhe never would ſee her more. The Horſe being 
ready, Finetta took her Leave, and with it a great 
Quantity of Diamonds in a Box, which ſhe put into 
her Pocket, A little before Day the Queen called 
the Princeſſes again, and told. them that the Kang 
was not very well, and that ſhe dreamed they mu 
go all four to gather ſome Herbs, for him in a 
certain Country, where they were excellent. Lowe 3 
Flower and Fair-Night, who ſuſpected that their 
Mother's main End in this Affair was to loſe them, 
were very much afflicted; but were, notwithſtand - 
ing, obliged to go. Finstta ſaid not a Word all 
the Time, but kept behind them ſtrewing her 
Aſhes ;. and the Queen being periuaded that they 
would never be able to find the Way back, for ſhe 
had carried them a great Diſtance off, and obſerv- 
ing them all aſleep one Evening, took that Op- 
portunity to bid them good - by. When it was Day, 
that Finetta perceived her Mother was gone, ſhe 
awakened her Siſters, and told them, the Queen 
was gone again, and had left them to themſelves, 
Love - Flower and Fair-Night cried, and tore their 
Hair, and beat their Breaſts; when Finetta, who 
was a -natured Girl, pitied them, and told 
them, though her Godmother, when ſhe in formed 
her how ſhe ſhould find the Way back, charged ber 
not to take them along with her, and ſaid ſhe would 
never ſee her more if ſhe did. Yet, ſaid ſhe, I 
will venture this to preſerve my Siſters,” Where - 
upon they both fell upon her Neck, and kiſſed her, 
and all three returned together. | 

The. King and Queen were very much ſurprized 
to ſee the Princeſſes again, and talked about it 
all the Night ; when Fine-Zar, who had not her 
Name for nothing, heard them lay a new Plot; 
which the Queen was to put in Execution in the 

eee Morning. 
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Morning, and thereupon ran and awakened her Siſ- 
ters, and acquainted them withit. « Alas! ſaid ſhe, we 


are all loſt, the Queen without Diſpute will carry 


* us and leave us in fome Deſert; for your Sakes 


© I have diſobliged my Godmother, and dare 


not go to her as I uſed to do.“ This News put 
them to their Wits-End, and made them ſay to 
one another, What ſhall we do? Oh!] ſaid Fair- 
* Night, do not let us trouble ourſelves, there are 
© others who have as much Contrivance as the old 
* Merlucha; we need but to take ſame Peaſe along 
* with us, and ſow them, aad we ſhall eaſily trace 


our way back again.“ Upon Lowe's-Flower's ap- 


2 of this Expedient, they put Peaſe in their 
ockets; but for Fine-Ear; inſtead of Peale, ſhe 
took her Sack of ' fine Clothes, and her Box of 
Jewels; and they were all three ready againſt the 

geen called. I have dreamed to Night (ſaid 
© ſhe, that there were three Princes in a Country L 
© need not name, waiting to marry you, and I have 
© a great Mind to carry you to ſee whether my 
© Dream' is true or not.“ The Queen went firſt; 
and the Princeſſes followed after, ſowing their 
Peaſe as they went along, never diſturbing them- 


ſelves, but being ſatisfied that they, by that Means, 


would-find their Way home ; when one dark Night 


the Queen left them again, and went home to the 


King both weary of ſo long a Journey, and glad to 
have got rid of ſo great a Charge. Na 
The three Princeſſes ſlept till Eleven o' Clock the 
next Day, when Finetta diſcover'd firſt the Queen's 
Abſence; and tho' the was well provided, could not 
forbear crying ; but, however, relied more' on the 
Fairy Merlucha, than the. Ability of her Siſters, 
© The Queen is gone (ſaid ſhe to her Siſters) let us 
© follow her as faſt as we can.” © Hold your Tongue, 
you Fool replied Lowe's-Flower we can find 


the Way when we pleaſe.” Finetta durſt return 


no Anſwer; but when they wanted to 8 
| ey 
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they could find no Tratings or Appearance of any, 
Peaſe; for the Pigeons, with which that Country 


abounded, had eaten them up, which ſet them all 
in Tears. . After they had been two Days without 


eating, Loves. Flower aſked her Siſters, if they had 


nothing to eat? Whereupon Finetta ſaid, ſhe had 
found an Acorn ; which they would have had from 
her; but ſhe anſwered, « What ſignifies one Acorn 
© among three of us? Let us ſet it, it may grow to 
a large Tree, and be ſerviceable.” To which they 
all conſented, though there was no likelihood of 
any Tree in that Country, where there was nothing 
to be ſeen but Cabbages and Lettuce which the 
Princeſſes lived on; had they been nice, they 
muſt have periſhed. They had no other Covering, 
when they ſlept, than the azure Skies, and watered 
their Acorn every Night and Morning, Which they 
perceived grew apace. When it was got to ſome 
Size, Love . Flower was for climbing it, but it 
was too weak to bear her; as was likewiſe Fair- 
Night, but ſhe was too heavy: whereupon Fixet/a 
tried, and when ſhe was up, her Siſters aſked her 
what ſhe ſaw ; ſhe told them nothing. Alas! 
© (ſaid Lowe's-Flower,) this Oak is not yet tall 
enough.“ However, they kept watering of it, 
and Finetta never failed to get up, into it twice a 
Day, and one Day when ſhe was up, Fair Night {azd 
to Love's Flixwer, I have found a Sack which our 


Siſter has hid from us, what can there be in it,?” 


© Oh, (iaid - Lowe's-Flower) ſhe told me ſhe; had 
« ſome old Laces. But I believe ſhe had ſome- 
thing better,” replied Fair-Night. And being 
curious, opened it, and found ſome old Laces of 
the King and Queen's, which ſerved only to o- 
ver the fine Clothes and Jewels. < What a fly 
Slut is this, (ſaid ſhe) let us take them away, 
and put ſome Pebbles in their Place.“ Which 
the other agreeing to; Finetta came down again, 
without ever diſcovering the Trick her Siſters had 
played her; for ſhe had no Occaſion to dreſs in a 
5 | Delert, . 
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_ all her Thoughts being employed on her 
Oak. | e 

One Morning when fhe was up in it, and her 
Siſters aſked her as uſual, what ſhe diſcovered, ſhe 
told them ſhe ſaw a Houſe fo beautiful, that 
. ſhe could not deſcribe it, that the Walls were of 
Emeralds and Rubies, and the Roof of Diamonds 
ſet in Gold. You tell Fibs, (ſaid they) it can- 
„not be ſo.“ Indeed it is, (anſwered Fi- 
* wetta) come and ſee yourſelves; my Eyes are 
« dazzled with the Splendor.” Whereupon Lowe's 
Fhower climbed up, and when ſhe ſaw the Caſtle, 
was amazed; and for Fair-Night, whoſe curiofity 
did not fail to prompt her to get up in her Turn, 
ſhe ſeemed as much overjoyed as her Siſters.” We 
« muſt, without Diſpute, (ſaid they) go to this 
Palace; who knows but we may meet with fine 
Princes that will think themſelves happy to 
, «©: marry us!? In this manner of Diſcourſe they 
paſſed away the whole Night, when Lowe's Flower 
perceiving Finetta aſleep, ſaid to Fair-Night, * Let 
us dreſs ourſelves, in the Clothes Finetta has 
brought along with her.“ Ihe Thought's very 
good, replied Fair-Night, Whereupon they 
got up and dreſſed themſelves, and made them- 
. Hives as fine as Gold and Silver, and Jewels could 
Finetta, who knew not what her Siſters had done, 

d her Sack with a Deſign to dreſs herſelf ; 
but how great was her Surprize and Affliction, 
when ſhe found nothing but Flints and Stones ? 
And perceiving at that very Juncture her two 
Siſters as bright as the Sun in her Clothes, ſhe 
cried, and complained of their Treachery; who 
only laughed at her. How can you, (ſaid ſhe to 
« them) carry me _ with you to the Caſtle, 
„without letting me be dreſſed as well as your- 
* ſelves,” * We have but Cloaths . for our- 
« ſelves, (replied Lowe's-Flower, and if thou im- 

3s importuneſt 
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importuneſt us thus, thou ſhalt feel our Blows,” 
But, (continued the other) they are my own, my 
Godmother gave them to me, and you have 
nothing to do with them.“ If you teaze us 
any longer, (ſaid they) we will kill you, and 
bury you, and no body ſhall know what is be- 
come of you. Which ſtruck ſuch an Awe upon 
poor Finetta, that ſhe durſt not provoke them, but 
followed them like their Servant-Maid, at a Diſ- 
tance, Fhe nearer they came to the Houſe, the 
more wonderful it appeared, I cannot but think, 
© (faid they one to another) how we ſhall be di- 
verted and entertained; we ſhall eat at the King's 
© Table; but for Finetta, ſhe ſhall waſh the Diſhes 
in the Kitchen; and if we are aſked who ſhe is, 
© let us not make the leaſt Mention of her as our 
« Siſter, but ſay, ſhe is a poor Herdſman's Daugh- 
© ter.” Which caſt Finetta into Deſpair, ſhe be- 
ing a Girl endowed with Wit and Beauty. When 
they arrived at the Gates of the Caſtle, they 
knocked very hard, and were let in by a fright- 
ful old Woman: She was fifteen Feet high, and 
thirty about, had but one Eye, and that placed in 
the Midit of her Forehead, like a Cyclops, and as 
large as five others ; her Noſe was flat, her Skin 
black, and her Mouth ſo large that it was very 
frightful. Oh! unfortunate Creatures, (ſaid 
* ſhe, what brought you hither ? Do you know 
* that this is a Giant's Caſtle, who would eat you 
© all up for his Breakfaſt ? But it is well he is not 
at Home; I am better than he: I will eat but 
one of you at a Time, and you will have the 
Comfort of living two or three Days longer.” 
When they heard the Gianteſs ſpeak thus, they ran 
away as faſt as they could, thinking to ſave them- 
ſelves ; but ſhe ſtrid as far at one Step as they at 
five, and ſoon caught them again; and taking one 
by the Hair, of the Head, and the others by the 
Arms and Necks, threw them all together into'a 


Cave 
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Cave, where there was nought but Toads, Snakes, 
and the Bones of devoured Perſons. And as ſhe was 
then for eating Finetta, and was only gone for ſome 
Oil and Vinegar, the Giant came; but thinking 
to keep them for herſelf, as a nice Bit, ſhe put 
them under a great Tub, where they had no Light 
but through a little Hole. iP 

The Giant, who was fix Times as big as his 
Wife, when he ſpoke made the Houle ſhake again, 
and when he coughed, it ſeemed like Thunder ; he 
had but one large Eye, and his Hair was like 


Briſtles ; he leaned on a Piece of Timber, which 
he uſed for a Cane, and held a Baſket in his Hand, 


out of which he took fifteen little Children he had 
taken away from their Parents, and ſwallowed 


them like poached Eggs. When the three Prin- 
ceſſes beheld this, they ſhuddered, but durſt not 


cry, for fear they ſhould be heard, The Giant 
ſaid to his Wife, I ſmell ſome freſh Fleſh ; give 
it me.“ You always fancy, (ſaid ſhe) that 
vou ſmell freſh Meat, tis W but ſome 

(ſaid the Giant) 
© Fam not to be deceived thus; I am ſure I ſmell 


'« freſh Fleſh, and will look for it.. Ay do,” 
(replied ſhe.) And if I find any, (ſaid he) that 


vou have concealed from me, I'll cut off your 


Head.“ Frighted at this Menace, ſhe ſaid to 


him, Be not angry, my Dear, and I will tell 
you the Truth; I have got three young Girls, 
that came here To-day ;. bar it is a Pity to eat 


them; for they know how to do every Thing, 


and as I am old, will be very ſerviceable to me, 
You know our Houſe is very much out of Order, 
our Bread is not well baked, nor our Beer well 


4 brewed, and 1 appear not {o handſome fince I 


"©. have flaved myſelf with working; they ſhall be - 
© our Servants, therefore do not eat them now; 
b © but if you have a great Deſire to them at any 

other Time, you ſhall have them.“ The Gian, 
F with. 
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with great Reluctancy, promiſed her not to eat 
them all three, but preſſed hard for two; which 
ſhe, oppoſing,” he then deſired one of them; which 
ſhe not acquieſcing with; after great Diſputes he 
promiſed her not to eat them : For ſhe deſigned, 
when he was gone abroad, to feaſt herſelf with 
them, and to pretend that they had made their 
Eſcape. | - 
The Giant ordered his Wife to bri 1g them tohim, 
at which they, poor Creatures, were ready to die 
with Fear; but the Gianteſs encouraged them. 
When he ſaw them, he aſked them what they 
could do? They anſwered, That they knew how 
to clean a Houſe, and ſew, and ſpin, and make 
ſuch Ragouts, that all that taſted of them gene- 
rally licked their Plates clean; and that for mak- 
ing of Bread, Cakes, and Patty-pans, they were 
famous. Well, well, (faid the Giant, who 
© loved a dainty Bit,) make 'govd your Words; 
© but, (ſaid he to Finetta) how do you know when 
the Oven is hot enough?” I lay ſome Butter 


on it, Sir, (replied ſhe) and then taſte it with 


my Tongue.“ beute jor he ordered her to heat 
the Oven, and the Princeſs made a terrible Fire; for 
you muſt know, the Giant's Oven was as large as 
a Stable, and he and his Wife devoured as much 
Bread as an Army ; and the Giant, who overlooked 
them, eat an hundred Cakes and Piggins of Milk. 


| Love's-Floawer and Fair-Night prepared the Paſte : 


The Giant ſaid the Oven was hot enough: Finetta 
told him, ſhe would ſee whether it was fo, and 
throwing ſome Pounds of Butter into the Oven's 
Mouth, told him it muſt be taſted with the Tongue, 
but that ſhe was too little to do it. Oh! (ſaid 
* he,) I am big enough.“ And thereupon he 
„ thruſt himſelf ſo far in, that he could not get 
back again ; but was burnt to Aſhes, 

When the Giant's Wite came to the Oven, ſhe 


was ſurprized to find _ a Heap of Alles as pro- 


ceeded 
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ceeded from her burnt Huſband. Lowe's: Flower 
and Fair Night, who ſaw her very much grieved, 

did what they coald to comfort her; but at the 
dame Time, were afraid her Sorrow would be too 
ſoon over, and her Appetite come upon her. Ma- 
dam, (faid they) have Courage, ſome King, or 
„great Prince, will think themſelves happy to 
* marry you.“ Which made her laugh, and ſhew 
her long Teeth, that were as large as a Finger. 
When they ſaw her in a good Humour, Finetta 
ſaid to her, If you will throw off theſe Bear Skins, 
© with which you now clothe yourſelf, we will dreſs 
£ you a-la-mode, and you ſhall appear as * * 


das any Star.“ Let me fee, (ſaid ſhe) what 


« you would be at; but aſſure yourſelf, if any 
© Ladies look better than me, I will make Mince 
Meat of you. Whereupon the three Princeſſes 
pulled off her Cap, and combed and frizzled her 
Hair; and while the two Siſters were amuſing her 
after that Manner, Finetta, with a Hatchet, ſe- 
vered her Head from her Body at one Blow. 
Never was Joy equal to. theirs; they ran up to 
the Top of the Houſe to ring the Golden Bells, 
went into all the Chambers, of Pearls and Dia- 
monds, the Furniture of which was ſo. rich, that it 
was an Extaſy to behold it. They laughed and 
ſung all that Day long, and almoſt glutted them- 
ſelves with Sweetmeats and other Danties. Lowe's 
Flower and Fair Night laid in Beds of Brocade and 
Velvet, and ſaid one to another, Our Father 
never was ſo rich in all his Proſperity ; but yet 
we want Huſbands, and may be aſſured nobody 
will ever come here, ſince this Honſe paſſes for 
* a Place of Deſtruction, ſince the Giant and his 
© Wife's Death are unknown; therefore we muft 
© 90 to the next Village to ſhew ourſelves in our 
« Finery, and we ſhall not be long before we 
find Perſons enough who, will be glad to marry 
V Prificeſſes. 


A 
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As foon as they were dreſſed, they told Finetta 
they were going a-walking, and that ſhe muſt ſtay 
there to take care of the Houſe, and have every ' 
Thing in order againſt they returned, or elſe they 
ſeiould make her feel their Blows. When they were 
gone, Finetta, who was forced to ſcour and waſh, 
was ſo overpowered with Grief, that ſhe burſt out 
a-crying. © How unhappy was I, (aid ſbe to her- 
« ſelf) to diſobey my Godmother! all Misfortunes 
have fince attended me; my Siſters have robbed 
me of my fine Cloaths, and dreſſed: themſelves 
in them. Had it not been for me, the Giant and 
: his Wife had been yet alive; and what am I the 
8 Bs © better for their Deaths ; I ſhould have been as well 
© pleaſed to have been devoured by them, as to live 
* £© as] do now.“ Whett ſhe had faid all this, ſhe cried _ 
ſo much, that her Eyes were almoſt ſwoln out of 
her Head ; and-when her Siſters came, ſhe had the. 
Mortification to ſee them bring with them Oranges, 
aud Sweetmeats, and five Fruits, and to hear 
them tell what Reſpe& they had paid by a King's 
Son at a Ball they had been at; and withal, to be 
bid to come and undreſs them, and lay up their 
Cloaths ; which ſhe durſt not refuſe ; for if ever ſhe 


complained, they flew upon her, and beat her till 
* they had left her for dead. 


* 


he next Day they went again, and came back 
as before, and lived in that Manner ſome Time; 
when one Night as Finetta was fitting over a Hand- 
ful of Fire, not knowing what to do with herſelf, 
raking among the Cinders, the found an old ruſty 
cankered little Key; -and after having taken a 
great deal of Pains to ſcour it, ſound it to be Gold, 
and thinking it might open ſome Lock in the Houſe, 
tried them all, and it belonged to a fine Box, which 
ſhe opened, wherein there were rich Cloaths, Dia- 
monds, Laces, fine Linen, Ribbons, and Things 
of great Value, Never mentioning a Word of 
this good Fortune, ſhe waited impatiently for her 


Siſters 
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Siſters going again the next Day; and then as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw them out of Doors, dreſſed herſelf 


ſo fine, that the appeared as fine as the Sun, and 


went to the ſame Ball ; and though ſhe had no 


' Maſk on, yet her Cloaths had made fo great an 


Alteration in her for the better, that they did not 
know her. When ſhe appeared in that Aſſembly. 


there was heard a Murmuring of Voices, ſome out 


of Admiration and others of Jealouſy ; and when 


- ſhe danced, ſhe excelled as much therein as in 
her Beauty. : 


Love's-Fl:wer and Fair-Night, who had made 
there ſtrange Havock among the Hearts, ſeeing the 
favourable Reception this Stranger met with, were 
ready to burſt with Jealouſy ; but Finetta, who be- 
haved herſelf extraordinary well, ſeemed by her 
Air, as if ſhe was made to command. Lewe's 
Flower and Fair Night, who had been uſed to ſee 
their Siſter dirty and grimy, retained ſo ſmall an 
Idea of her Face, that they knew her not, but 
| my as much Reſpect to her as the reſt; and ſhe, as 


- Joon as the Ball was over, ran Home as faſt as ſhe 


could, and put on her dirty Rags again, When 
her Sifters. came home, they told her they had 
ſeen a charming .young Princeſs, whoſe Skin was 
as white as Snow, the Colour of her Cheeks as 
freſh as a Roſe, her Teeth as even and as white 
as Ivory, and for her Lips, they looked like Coral, 
and that her Cloaths were all over Gold and Dia- 
monds. This Sport continued ſome Time, and 
Finetia every Ball appeared in a different Dreſs ; 
for the Cheſt was inexhauſtible, and the Cloaths 
were all fo faſhionable, that the Ladies followed 
that Mode, 

One Night that Finetta had danced very much, 
and had ſtaid longer than ordinary, and was wil- 
ling to get home ſoon enough, that ſhe might not 
be diſcovered by her Sitters, ſhe made ſo much 


Haſte, that ſhe loſt her Slipper, which was of red 


| Velvet, 
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Velvet, braided with Pearls, and was ſound the 
next Day by the Prince of Chery, the King's Eldeſt 
Son, as he was hunting, and admired'it ſo much 
for its Smallneſs, that he kiſſed dt, and carried it 
home with him; and from that Day, grew ſo me- 
lancholy, and reſerved, that he never would ſpeak, 
loſt his Stomach, fell away, and looked ſo ill, that 
the King and Queen, who loved him to Diſtraction, 
ſent for all the Remedies and Aſſiſtance they could 
get: But all to no Purpoſe, for the Phyficians, 
after they had conſulted together, and made their 
Obſervations for two or three Days together, con- 
cluded that he was in Love, and would die unleſs 
he had ſome Relief. | 
The Queen. who doated on him, cried Day and 
Night over him.; but could make no Diſcovery 
who the beloved Perſon was. She brought all the 
moſt beautiful Ladies of the Court into his Cham- 
ber, but he would not fo much as look at them. 
At laſt the Queen ſaid to him one Day. My 
dear Child, you overwhelm us with Grief ; we 
©- know you are in Love, wherefore then ſhould 
you hide it from us? Tell who the lovely Perſon 
is, and ſhould ſhe prove a Shepherdeſs, we will 
© not oppoſe your Deſires.“ Hereupon the Prince 
grown more buld by the Queen's Promiſes, pulled. 
the Slipper from under his Bolſter: This, Ma- 
dam, (ſaid he) is the Cauſe of my Illneſs; I 

© found this pretty little N as I was one Day 
* a-hunting, and am reſolved never to marry any 
but the Parton who can draw it on.“ Alas !- 
Child, (ſaid the Queen) grieve not, we ſhall 
e ſoon find her out.“ And then ſhe left him, and 
told the King, who was very much ſurprized at 
the Strangeneſs of his Paſſion, and ordered to be 
proclaimed by Sound of Trumpet, That all Wo- 
men ſhould come and try on the Slipper, and that- 
the Perſon whom it fitted ſhould be married to the 
g . . Prince. 
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Prince. Upon this, all the fine Ladies of the 
Court waſhed and paired their Feet, and made 
Choice of the thinneſt Stockings, that they might 
put on the Slipper; but all to no Purpole, ſince 
none of them could get it on 5 which was no {mall 
AMiQion to the Prince. Lowe's Flower and Pair 
Night, upon this, dreſſed themſelves ſo fine one 
Day, that Finetta was amazed, and aſked them 
where they were going ? Who told her, to Court, 
to try on the Slipper that the King's Son had 
found, and that 2 ſucceeded was to marry 
him. Whereupon Finetta aſked, if ſhe might not 
go? Which made them laugh at her, and tell her, 
they wondered how ſuch a dirty Girl as ſhe could 
have any ſuch Thoughts, bidding her water the 
Garden, for ſhe was fit for nothing elſe. 

When they were gone, Finetta had a great Mind 
to try her Fortune, having a ftrong Fancy of her 
Succeſs ; but was ſomewhat at a Loſs, becauſe ſhe 
knew not the Way ; for the Ball ſhe was at before 
was not kept at Court, However, ſhe dreſſed her- 
| ſelf very magnificently, her Gown was of blue Sat- 
tin, covered over with Stars of Diamonds; a full 
Moon was placed in the Middle of her Back, and a 
Sun upon her Head, which gave ſuch a Luſtre, as 
dazzled the Eyes of the Spectators. When ſhe 

ened the Door to go out, ſhe was very much 
ſurprized to find the Span;f Horle there; ſhe ca- 
reſſed him, and was overjoyed to ſee him, and 
mounting on him, appeared a thouſand Times 
more beautiful than Helen. The Horſe went 
prancing along, and by the Noiſe he made with 
champing of his Bits, made Lowe's F lower and her 
Siſter behind, to ſee who was coming after 
them; but how great was their Aſtoniſhment, 
when they ſaw it was Finerta! * I proteſt, (ſaid 
© Love's Flower to Fair Night) tis Finetta; and 
the other was about to make ſome Reply, when 
the Horſe paſling by, daſhed them all * with 
; 2 1d 
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Dirt; whereupon Finetia told them, that ſhe de- 
ſpiſed them as they deſerved, and fo put forward, 
« Certainly, (ſaid Fair-Night) we dream; who 
could have furniſhed her with this Horſe and 
fine Cloaths? *Tis a Miracle to me: She will, 
without Diſpute, have the good Fortune to get 
the Slipper, therefore *tis in vain for us to go 
any farther.“ 

While they were in the utmoſt Rage and Deſ- 
. Finetta arrived at the Palace, where ne 
eing taken for a Queen, the Guards were under 
Arms, with Drums beating and Trumpets ſounding. 
She went into the Prince's Chamber, who no 
ſooner ſet his Eyes on her, but he was charmed, 
and wiſhed her Foot ſmall enough to put on the 
Slipper; which ſhe not only did do, but alfo pro- 
duced the Fellow to it, Upon which all Perſons 

reſent cried, ( Long live the Prince; and the 
: Þcince aroſe from off his Bed, came and kiſſed her 
Hand, and declared to her his Paſſion. As foon 
as the King and Queen heard of it, they came 
overjoyed ; the Queen flung her Arms about her 
Neck and embraced her, and called her Daugh- 
ter. The King and Queen made her great Pre- 
ſents, the Cannons were fired, and there were the 
moſt publie Demonſtrations of Joy poſſible. 

The Prince deſired ſhe would conſent to his 
Happineſs, and that they might be married; 
which ſhe refuſed till ſhe had told them her Ad- 
ventures, which ſhe did in few Words. Their 
Joy was augmented ſo much the more, when they 

new her to be a Princeſs by Birth; and, upon ac 
23 them with tlie Names of her Father an 

other, informed her that they had deprived 
them of their Kingdoms. As ſoon as ſne knew 
that, ſhe vowed never to give her Hand to the 
Prince, unleſs they were reſtored again to their 
Dominions, which the King her Father-in-Law 
made no Scruple to grant. In the mean Time 
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Lowe's Flewer and Fair Night arrived, and the 


firſt News they heard, was, that their Siſter had 
put on the Slipper, and were ſq much confuſed, 


that they knew not what to ſay or do; but at laſt 
were for going back again; when ſhe hearing that 
they were there, ſent for them, and, inftead of 
uſing them as they deſerved, met them, and em- 
braced them, and afterwards preſented them to the 


Queen, acquainting her that they were her Siſters, 


for whom ſhe defired ſhe would have ſome Reſpect. 
They were ſo much ſurprized at their Siſter's 
Goodneſs, that they fizod ſpeechleſs ; but, upon 
her telling them that the Prince her Spouſe would 
reſtore the King their Father, and ſend them into 
their own Country, they fell on their Knees before 
her, and wept for Joy. | agg : 

The Nuptials were celebrated with all the 
Pomp imaginable ; Finetta writ a Letter to her 
Godmother, which ſhe ſent with great Preſents by 
the Spaniſh Horſe, deſiring her to find out the 


King and Queen her Father and Mother, and let 


them know her good Fortune, and that they might 
return to their own Kingdoms; which Commiſſion 
the Fairy acquitted herſelf of, and the King and 
Queen were reſtored to their Dominions. Lowe's 
Flower and Fair Night lived as great and happy 


as they could deſire, and became afterwards great 


Queens, as well as their Siſter, 


The Morality of this Tale is, that while we AR 


conſiſtently with virtuous Principles, however Mil- 


fortunes may attend, yet in the End Happineſs will 


ſucceed ; and ſuch as are good will ever meet a 
' Juſt Reward, - 


14 
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HERE was a King who had three Sons, 

all handſome, brave young Gentlemen ; 
but jealous that they ſhould defire to reign before 
his Death, he cauſed ſeveral Reports to be ſpread 
abroad, that they endeavoured to procure them 
ſelves Creatures todeprive him of his Crown. The 
King found himſelf very old, but his Senſe and 
5 of Goyernment no ways decayed; ſo that 
he cared not to reſign up a Place he filled ſo wor- 
thily, and thought that the beſt Way for him to 
live at Quiet, was to amuſe them by Promiſes. 
To this End he took them into his Cloſet, where, 
after he had talked to them with great Candour, 
he ſaid, © You will agree with me, my Children, 
that my great Age will not allow me to apply 
« myſelf to the Affairs of the Public with as much 
Care as formerly; and I am afraid my Subject 
© will not be ſo well pleaſed with my Adminiſtra- 
tion. ThereforeLintend to reſign my Crown to one 
© of you. But as it is very juſt that you ſhould ſtrive 


to pleaſe me with ſuch a Preſent, and as I defigh 


to retire into the Country, I ſhould be very glad 
my 5 5 a £4 
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© to have a pretty little Dog to keep me Company, 


Therefore, without having more Regard to my 


© eldeſt than my youngeſt, I declare to you, that 
© he of you who brings me the beſt beautiful Dog 
„ ſhall be my Heir.” "> " 
The three Princes were very much ſurprized at 
their Father's Deſire for a little Dog. For the two 


younger-they were extraordinarily well pleaſed at . 


this Propoſal ; and for the elder, he was either too 
ti morous or reſpectful to repreſent his Right. How- 
ever they took their Leaves of the King, who gave 
them Money and Jewels, telling them, That they 
muſt all- return without fail in a Year's Time, on 


a certain Day, with their Dogs, But before they 


ſet out on this Search, they all went to a Caſtle 


three Leagues off, where they made an Entertain- 
ment, and invited their moſt truſty Friends and 


Confidents, before whom the three Brothers ſwore 
an eternal Friendſhip to one another, promiſing 
never to be jealous of each others good Fortune ; 
but that the moſt Succeſsful ſhould let the other 
two partake with him, appointing that Caſtle for 


their Place of Rendezvous, and from thence to go 


all together to the King. 
They every one took a different Road without 
any Attendants ; and for the rwo eldeſt, they had 


 @ great many Adventures But as the Particulars 
are not ſo well known to me, I ſhall paſs them over- 


in Silence, and ſpeak only of the youngeſt, who 


was a Prince of a ſweet Behaviour, exact Shape, = 


fine Features, had delicate Teeth, performed all 
Exerciſes fit for a Prince with a Grace; and 
to ſum up all in one; was a Youth of bright Parts, 
and brave even to a Fault: Befides he ſang very 
agreeably, and played on the Lute and Theorbo 
ww Admiration, and painted with great A 
Not a Day paſſed over his Head, but he bought 
Dogs of ſome Kind or other, as Hounds, Grey- 


kvutids, Spaniels, &c. that were pretty, keeping 


always 
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always the moſt beautiful, and letting the others 
4 for it was impoſſible for him to keep all the 
ogs he had purchaſed, ſince he had neither Gen- 
tleman, Page, nor any other Perſon along with 
him: However, he kept going on, without fixing 
on any certain Place: when he was ſurprized one 
Night in a large Foreſt, Where he could find no 
Shelter, by a Storm of Thunder, Lightening and 
Rain. Still he purſued the Road, and went a! 
Way, when ſeeing a ſmall Light, he perſuad 
himſelf ſome Houſe was nigh, where he might get 
a Lodging that Night. Following the Lights, he 
arrived at the Gates of a ſtately Caſtle, whach were 
all of Maſly Gold; in which were RefleQtors 
which gave that extraordinary Light which the 
Prince ſaw ſo far off. The walls were of fine 
China, whereon the Hiſtories of all the Faries 
fince the Creation of the World were repreſented; 
but the Rain and ill Weather would not ſuffer our 
Prince to ſtay to examine them all, though he 
was charmed to find the Adventures of Prince 
Lutin, who was his Uncle among the reſt, 

He returned to the Door, after having rambled 
fome Paces off, and there found a Deer's Foot at 
the End of a Chain of Diamonds, which made him 
admire the Magnificence : He pulled, and ſoon 
heard a Bell, which, by the Sound, he judged to 
be either Gold or Silver ; and ſome Time after the 
Door opened, and he ſaw no Perſon, but only 
twelve Hands, each holding a Flambeau; at which 
Sight he was very much ſurprized, and was in; 
Diſpute whether or no he ſhould proceed any fur- 
ther, when, to his great Amazement he felt ſome 
others behind him, which puſhed him forwards ; 
whereupon he advanced with his Hand on his 
Sword, though very uneaſy, and, as he thought, i 
ſome Danger: When going into a Wardrobe 
Porphyry and Lapis Lazuli; he heard. two ſweer 
Voices fing theſe Words: « 

| F 6 With 
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With Unconcern behold theſe Hands, 
And dread no falſe Alarms, ; 
If you are ſure you can withfland 
The Force of Beauty's Charms. 


He could not believe he was invited fo kindly to 
ſuffer any Injury, which made him, finding him- 
ſelf forced forwards, to go to a great Gate of Co- 
ral, which opened as ſoon as he approached it, and 
he went into a Hall of Mother o'Pearl, and 
thence into ſeveral Chambers adorned and enriched 
with Paintings and Jewels; a vaſt Number of 
Lights that were let down from the Ceiling of the 

| Hall, contributed to light ſome Part of the other 
Apartments, which beſides were hung round with 
Glaſs Sconces. In ſhort, the Magnificence was 
almoſt incredible. After- having gone into ſixty 
Chambers, the Hands that r him ſtopt 
him, and he ſaw ea great eaſy Chair make up to- 
wards him; the Fire light of itſelf, and the Hands, 
Which were both white and finely proportioned, 
undreſs him, he being wet, and in ſome Danger of 
catching Cold. A fine Shirt and a Night-gown 
vf Gold Brocade, with Cyphers and ſmall. Eme- 
| ralds, were given him, and a Table and Toilet 
brought by theſe Hands. Every Thing was very 
3 grand: The Hands comb'd out his Hair with a 
Fohtneſs that gave him Pleaſure, and after- 
wards dreſſed him in extraordinary fine Cloaths, 
while he not- only - filently admired them, but at 
laſt began to be in ſome little Fright.. When he 
as dreſſed that he ſeemed as beautiful as Adonis, 
they conducted him into a ftately Hall richly fur- 
niſhed, where he ſaw in fine Painting, the Stories 
of the moſt famous Cats; as Rodillardus hung by 
the Heels in a council of Rats, the Cat in Boots, 
the Marquis ds Carabus, the writing Cat, the Cat 
turn'd Woman, Witches in the of Cats, 
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wich their nightly Meetings, &c. all very odd and 


fingular, - | 

Two Cloths were laid, both garniſhed with 
Gold Plate, with Beaufets ſet out with vaſt Num- 
ber of Glaſſes, and Cups made of valuable Stones; 
and while the Prince was thinking with himſelf 
what. they were laid for, he ſaw ſome Cats come 
and place themſelves upon a Bench ſet there for 
that Purpoſe, one holding a Muſick-Book, another 
with a Roll of Paper, to beat Time with, and the 


reſt with ſmall Guittars : When all on a ſudden 


, 


they every one ſet up a Mewing in different Tones, 
and ftruck the Strings with their Talons, which 
made the ſtrangeſt muſic that ever was heard. The 
Prince would have thought himſelf in .Hell, if 
the Palace had not been ſo wonderful fine, it put 


him ſo much in Mind of it; then ſtopping his 


Ears, he laughed heartily at the ſeveral Poſtures 
and Grimaces of. theſe Strange Muſicians. And 
while he was calling to Mind the ſeveral Thi 

that had happened ſince his being in this Caſtle, he 
faw a little Figure about half a Yard high came 
forward in a Veil of black Crape, led by two Cats 


- in Mourning Clokes, with Swords by their Sides, 


and followed by a numerous train of Cats; fome 
carrying Rats, and ſome Mice in Traps and 
Cages. Sr Ez . 
The Prince was in the greateſt Amazement, 


and knew not what to think; when the little Fi- 


in black coming up to him, and littiag up 
its Veil, he ſaw the prettieſt little white Cat he 
ever had ſet his Eyes on, which ſeemed: to be 
young, but withal very melancholy, and ſet up 
ſuch an agreeable Mewing, as went to the Princes 


Heart. Prince, (ſaid ſhe). you are welcome; it 


js a Pleaſure to me to ſee you here. Madam, 
© Puſs, (replied the Prince) you are very gene- 
* rous to receive me ſo gracioully ; but you ap- 
« pear to me to be a Cat of extraordinary Ty 
B For 


* 


116 SrTory of the Waite Car: 
For the Gift you have of Speecll, and this ſtately 
© Caſtle you poſſeſs, are convincing Proofs of it.” 
Prince, (anſwered the White Cat) I deſire you 
would forbear your Compliments, for I am both 
Plain in my Diſcourſe and Manners, but have a 
good Heart. Let us go, (ſaid ſhe) to Supper, 
© and bid the Muſicians leave off, for the Prince 
does not underſtand what they ſay.* What, 
© (faid he) do they then ſay any Thing?“ «© Yes, 
* (anſwered the White Cat) we have Poets, and 
great Wits, and if you will ſtay with us, you 
ſhall be convinced of it.“ I need but hear you 
237 to believe that, (anſwered he gallantly) 
for I look on you as on ſomething more than 
common.“ 
Supper was brought up, the Hands ſet on the 
Table two Diſhes of Soup, one made of young 
Pigeons, and the other of fat Mice. The fight of 
tne one hindred the Prince from eating, the other, 
fancying that the ſame Cook had drefled both; 
which the White Cat gueſſed at, aſſured him that 
ſne had two Kitchens, and that he might eat of 
whatever was (et before him, and be confident 
there were no Rats or Mice in any Thing offered 
him. The Prince, who believed that this beautiful 
Cat would not deceive him, wanted not to be told 
ſo twice. He obſerved a little Picture to hang 
upon her Foot, at which he was not a little ſur- 
prized, and aſked her to ſhew it him, thinking it 
might be ſome fine Puſs, a Lover of the White 
Cat; but was in a maze to ſee a handſome youn 
Man, who reſembled him very much. The White 
Cat ſighed, and growing melancholy, kept a 
profound Silence. The Prince perceived that 
there was ſomething extraordinary in it, but durſt 
not inform himſelf tor fear of diſpleaſing or griev- 
ing his kind Entertainer. He diverted her with 
the News he knew, and found her well ac- 
 quainted with the different Intereſts of Princes, 
5 5 and 


S «a «a «a wo 


. SToryY of the WurTt Car. 111 


and other Things that paſſed in the World. When 
Supper was done, the White Cat carried her Gueſt 
into a Hall, where there was a ſtage on which 
twelve Cats, and as many Apes, danced a Maſk 
in Mooriſh and Chineſe Habits; and when this 
was over, the White Cat bid her Gueſt Good- 
night, and the Hands led him into an Apartment 
oppoſite to that which he had ſeen, but no leſs 
magnificent : It was hung with Tapeftry, made of 
the Wings of Butterflies, the Variety of which 
Colours formed moſt beautiful Flowers, The Bed 
was of fine Gauze, tied with Bunches of Ribbon, 
and the Glaſſes reached from the Ceiling down to 
the Floor, and the Pannels between repreſented, 
in caryed Work, thouſands of Cupids; + 
'The Prince went to Bed, and flept a little ; but 
was awakened again by a confuſed Noiſe. "The 
Hands took him out of Bed, and put him on an 
hunting Habit. He looked out of the Window, 
and ſaw above five hundred Cats, ſome lead- 
ing Greyhounds, and others blowing Horns; 
it being that Day a great Feaſt, whereon the 
White Gat had a Mind to go a hunting, and was 
willing that the Prince mould partake of that Di- 
verſion, The Hands preſented to him a wooden 
| Horſe, that had a good Speed and eaſy Paces, 
which he made ſome Scruple to mount, alledging, 
they took him for Don Quixotte ; but his Refuſal . 
fignified nothing, they ſet him on the wooden 
orſe, which was finely capariſoned, with a Sad- 
dle and Houſing of Gold, beſet with Diamonds. 
The White Cat rid on a moſt beautiful Ape, hav- 
ing thrown off her Veil, and put on a Hat and 
Feather, which gave ſo bold an Air, as frightened 
all the Mice that ſaw her. Never was there better 
Sport; the Cats outrun the Mice and Rabbits, 
and whenever they took one, the White Cat al- 
ways paunch'd its Prey, and gave them their Fees, 
For the Birds they were not in much greater Se- 
| Ccurity ; 


» 
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curity ; the Cats climbed up the Trees, and th 
Ape carried the White Cat-up to the Eagles Neſts. 
When the Chaſe: was over, ſhe took à Horn of 
about a Finger's. Length, which, when ſounded⸗ 
was ſo loud, that it might be heard ſome Leagues; 
andas ſoon as ſhe blowed, ſhe had preſently all the 
Cats in the Country about her, ſome mounted in 
Chariots in the Air, and ſome in Boats, but all in 
different Habits, which made a fine Shew. With 
this pompous Train ſhe and the Prince returned to 
her Caſtle, who thought it ſavoured very much of 
Sorcery; but was more ſurprized at the Cat's 
Fpeaking than all the reſt. | 
As ſoon as ſhe came home, ſhe put on her black 
Veil again, and ſupped with the Prince, whom 
the freſh Air had yot a good Stomach ; the Hands 
brought hun fine Liquors, which he not only drahk 
of with Pleaſure, but made him. forget the little 
Dog he was to procure for his Father : His Thoughts 
were bent qn bearing the White Cat Company and 
he ſpent his Time in Hunting and Fiſhing, and 
ſometimes in Balls and Plays. The White Cat 
made ſuch paſſionate Songs and Verſes, that he 
began to think ſhe- had a tender Heart, fince ſhe- 
could not expreſs herſelf as ſhe did, and be inſen- 
' fible of the Power of Love, but her Secretary, who 
was an old Cat, writ ſo bad a Hand, that ſhould 
any of her Works remain, it would be impoſſible 
to read them. The Prince had forgot his Country, 
the Hand ſtill waited on him, and he regretted his 
not being a Cat, that he might paſs his Life in 
ſuch pleaſant Company. Alas ! (ſaid he to the 
„White Cat) how forry am I to leave you, fince I 
Love you dearly ! Either become a Woman, or 
change me into a Cat.“ Which Wiſh the White 
Cat only anſwered in obſcure Words, though ſhe 
was mightily pleaſed with it. . 4. | 
Thus a Lear ſlipt away free from Care and Pain. 
The White Cat knew the Time he was to return, 


and 
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and as he did not think of it, put him in Mind 
thereof. Don't you know, (ſard ſhe) that you 
have but three Days to find a little Dog in, and 
that ycur Brothers have got ſome very fine one's?” 
This rouzed the Prince out of his Lethargy: By 
© what ſecret-Charm, (cried he) have I forgot the 
* only Thing in the World, that is of the greateſt 
Importance to me? What will become of my 
Honour and Fortune? Where ſhall I find a little 
Dog beautiful enough to gain a Kingdom, and 
* a Horſe ſwift enough to make diligent Search 
after one?* Then beginning to afflict himſelf, 
and grew uneaſy, the White Cat ſaid to him, 
Do not prieve, Prince, I am your Friend; you 
may ſtay here a Day longer yet; for though it is 
five hundred Leagues off, the good wooden 
Horſe will carry you there in leſs than twelve 
Hours.“ * 1 thank you, beautiful Cat, (laid he) 
but 'tis not enough for me to return to my Fa- 
ther; I muſt carry with mea little „Here 
take this Acorn, (ſaid the White Cat) it has a 
beautiful little Dog in it; — it to your Ear, 
and you will hear it bark.“ The Prince obeyed, 
heard it bark, and was tranſported with Joy: He 
would have opened it, ſo great was his Curioſity; 
but the White Cat told him it might catch Cold, 
and he bad better ſtay till he gave it to his Father. 
He thanked her a thouſand Times, and bid her 
a tender Farewel, aſluring her that he never paſſed 
his Days ſo pleaſantly as with her, and that he 
was grieved to leave her behind him: adding that 
though ſhe was a Sovereign, and had great Court 
paid to her, yet he could not forbear aſking her to 
along with him: To which Propoſition ſhe only 
anſwered with a Sigh. . 124 
The Prince came firſt to the Caſtle, that was 

pointed for the Rendezvous with his Brothers, w 
arrived ſoon afterwards, but were very much ſur- 
prized to ſee a wooden Horſe in the — = 
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leaped better than any in the Academies. The 
Prince went to meet them; they embraced, and 
gave each other an Account of their Adventures; 
but our Prince took Care to conceal the Truth of 
his, and ſhewed them only an ugly Turnſpit, tel- 
ling them that he thought him very pretty: At 
which, though they were very good Friends, the 
wo eldeſt conceived a ſecret ſoy. The next Day 
they all three went in the ſame Coach to the King. 
The two eldeft carried their Dogs in Baſkets fo 
white and delicate that none durſt hardly touch 
them ; arid the youngeſt had his poor deſpicable 
Turnſpit in a String. When they came to the 
Palace, the Courtiers crowded about them to 
welcome them home. The King, when they 
came into his Apartment, knew not in whoſe Fa- 
vour to declare, for the two little Dogs that the 


elder Brothers brought were almoſt of equal 


Beauty, when the youngeſt pulling the Acorn 


out o his Pocket, which the White Cat gave him, 


is 


an End to the Difference, As ſoon as he 
opened it, they all ſaw alittle Dog laid on Cotton, - 
and ſo imall, that he might go through a Ring and 
never touch it. The Prince ſet it on the Ground, 
and preſently it began to dance à Saraband, with 


Caſtanets, as nimble and as well as the beſt Spani- 


ard. It was of a Mixture of ſeveral Colours, its 
Ears and long Hair reached the Ground, The 
King was very much ſurprized, and though it was 
impoſſible to meet with any Thing ſo beautiful as 
Tonton, by which Name it was called, yet he was 
not very ready to part with his Crown, the leaſt 
Gem of which was dearer tohim than all the Dogs 
in the World, He told his Children, that he was 
very well pleaſed with the Pain they had taken, 
but that they had ſucceeded fo well in the firſt Thing. 
he had deſired, that he had a Mind to make further 

roof of their Abilities before he performed his 
— And that was, he would give them a 
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Vear to find out a Web of Clath fine enough to go 
through the Eye of a ſmall working Needle. They 
all ſtood ſurprized and concerned, that they were 
to go again upon another Search; however, the 
two Elder ſeemed the more ready, and all three 
parted without making fo great a Profeſſion of 
Friendſhip as they did the firſt 'Time, for the Story 
of the Turnſpit had ſomewhat abated it. | 
Our Prince mounted his wooden Horſe again, 
and without looking after any other Aſſiſtance, 
than what he might expect from the Friendſhip of 
the White Cat, returned in all Diligence to the 
Caſtle, where he had been fo well received ; where 
he not only found all the Doors open, but the Win- 
dows, Walls, and Walks illuminated. The Hands 
came and met him, held his Horle's Bridle, and 
led him into the Stable, while the Prince went to 
the White Cat's Chamber, who was laid in a little 
Baſket, on a Quilt of white Sattin, When ſhe ſaw - 
the Prince, ſhe made a thouſand Skips and Jumps, 
to expreſs her Joy, and ſaid, * Whatever Reaſon I 
© might have, Prince, to hope for your Return, I 
© muſt own I durſt not flatter myſelf with it; ſince | 
© I am generally unhappy in what I moſt deſire, 
therefore this ſurprizes me. The Prince, fujl of 
Acknowledgement, careſſed her often, and told 
her.the Succeis he had in his Journey, which ſho 
was not unacquainted with, and that the King re 
quired a Web of Cloth ſo fine, as it might be 
drawn through the Eye of a Needle, which be 
believed was a thing impoſſible; but that however 
he would not fail to try to procure ſuch a one, re- 
lying on her Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance. The White 
Gar: putting on a grave Air, told him it was an 
Affair that required ſome Conſideration, that by 
good Fortune ſhe had in her Caſtle ſome Cats that 
un very fine, that ſhe would do what ſhe could to 
— chat Work, ſo that he might fay "I 
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and not trouble himfelf to ſearch elſewhere, it be- 
ing unlikely for him to meet with any fo cafily. 
| Soon after the Hands appeared, carrying Flam- 
beaux, and the Prince followed the White Cat into 
a magnificent Gallery that looked on to a River, 
upon which there were ſome artificial-Fire-works, 
made to burn four Cats, who had been accuſed and 
convicted of eating ſome Roaftmeat, deſigned for 
the White Cat's Supper; with ſome Cheeſe and 
Milk; and befides for conſpiring againſt her Per- 
ſon with Martifax and Lermiter, two famous Rats 
in that Country : But as it was thought that there 
was a great deal of Injuſtice done them, and that 
moſt of the Witneſſes were ſuborned, the Prince 
obtained their Pardon; notwithſtanding, the Fire- 
works were let off, which gave the Prince very 
great Diverſion, Afterwards a Repaſt was ſerved 
up, which gave the Prince more Pleaſure than the 
ire, for his Riding had got him an extraordinary 
Stomach ; For the reſt of the Time, he ſpent it in 
agreeable Entertainments, with which the ingeni- 
ous White Cat diverted her Gueſts, who was per- 
haps the firſt Mortal that was ſo well entertained by 
Cats, without any other Company, Indeed the 
White Cat had a ready Wit, and could diſcourſe 
on any Subject, which often put the Prince into a 
at Conſternation, and made him ſay to her, 
« Certainly, all this that I obſerve ſo wonderful 
in you, cannot be natural; therefore tell me by 
* what Prodigy you think and ſpeak {ojuſtly?' For- 
6. bear aſking me any Queſtions, Prince, (ſaid ſhe) 
for I am not allowed to anſwer them, but you 
may conjecture what you pleaſe ; let it ſuffice 
© that I have uſed you with Reſpect, and that I 
*, intereſt myſelf tenderly in what regards you. 
*» The ſecond Year rolled away inſenſibly, as well. 
as the firſt; the Prince wiſhed for nothing, but the 
diligent, Hands brought it to him, whether Books, 
Jewels, fine Pictures, or antique Medals, — 
* 8 When 
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when the White Cat, who was always watchful for 
the Prince's Intereſt, informed him that the Time 
of his Departure drew nigh; but that he might be 
eaſy concerning the Web of Cloth, for ſhe had a 
wonderful fine one made; and added withal, that 
this Time ſhe would give him an Equipage ſuitable 
to his Birth, and without waiting for an Anſwer, 
obliged him to look into the great Court of the 
Caſtle, in which there waited an open Chariot of 


emboſſed Work in Gold, in ſeveral gallant De- 


vices, drawn by twelve milk-white Horſes, four- 
a breaft, whoſe Harneſſes were covered with Vel- 
vet of Fire-colour, which was the ſame as the 
Lining of the Chariot, beſet with Diamonds, and 
the Buckles of Gold. An hundred Coaches with 
eight Horſes, full of the Lords of his Retinue, mag- 
nificently cloathed, followed this Chariot, which 
was guarded beſides by a thouſand Body-Guards, 
whoſe cloathing was fo tull of Embroidery, that the 
Cloth was hardly diſcovered ; and what is very 
ſingular, the White Cat's Picture was ſeen every 
where, both in the devices on the Chariot, andon 
the Guards. Go, Prince, (ſaid ſhe) and appear 


C 
. 
1 
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at the King your Father's Court, in ſo ſtately a 
Manner, that your Magnificence may ſerve to 
impoſe on him, that he may refuſe you no longer 
the Crown you deſerve, Take this Walnut, be 
ſure to crack it in his Preſence, and you will 


find in it ſuch a Web as you want.“ Lovely 


white Cat, (ſaid he) I own, I am ſo penetrated 
with your Bounty, that if you will give your con- 
ſent I will prefer paſſing my Days with you, 
before all the e 

elſewhere.“ * Prince, (replied ſhe) J am per- 
ſuaded of the Kinaneis of your Heart, which is 
a rare Thing among Princes, who would be re- 
"rue by all the World, and love none but 
themſelves ; but you ſhew me this Rule 1s not 


general. I make great Account of the Attach- 


ment 


may promiſe myſelf 


* 


— 
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© ment you have for a little white Cat, that in the 
Main is fit for nothing but to catch Mice.“ At 
that the Prince kiſſed her Paw, and went away. 

It is almoſt incredible to believe the haſte he 
made, were we unacquainted with the Swiftneſs of 
the wooden Horſe, wi carried him before five hun- 
dred thouſand Leagues in leſs than two Days; and 
the ſame Power that animated him, had fo _ 
an Effect upon the ochers, that he was not above 
four-and-twenty Hours upon the Road, and never 
ſtopt till he arrived at the King's Palace, where his 
two Brothers had got before him ; who ſeeing he 
was not come, rejoiced at his Negligence, and 

ſaid to one another, How fortunate is this! he is 
either ſick or dead, and will not come to rival us 
nin this important Buſineſs.“ Thereupon they 
pulled out their Webs; which were indeed very 
nne, and paſſed them throug the Eye of a large 


- Needle, but not a ſmail one; which Pretext of 


Refuſal the King embracing, went and fetched the 
Needle he propoſed, which the Magiſtrates, by 
his Order, had carried to the Treaſury, and locked 
up carefully: This Refuſal raiſed a great Mur- 
muring : 'Thoſe that were Friends to the Princes, 
and particularly the eldeſt, whoſe Web was the 
fineſt, ſaid it was all a Trick and Evaſion: And the 

ing's Creatures maintained, that he was not 
obliged to keep any other Conditions than what 
were propoſed ; when to put an End to this Diffe- 
rence, there was heard a founding of Trumpets and 
Hautboys, which came before our Prince. 

The King and his Sons were all ſurprized at this 
Magnificence. The Prince, after he had reſpect- 
tully ſaluted his Father, and embraced his Brothers, 
took out of his Box, covered with Rubies, a Wal- 
nut which he cracked, thinking to find the Web to 
much boaſted of; but only ſaw a ſmall Hazel Nut, 
which he cracked alſo, and, to his. Surprize, 
tound only a Kernel of Wax, The King and every 


Body 


I 
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Body laughed, to think that the Prince had been 
ſo credulous as to think to carry a Web of Cloth in 


a Nut; but had they recollected themſelves, they 
might have remembered the little Dog that lay in 
an Acorn. However he peeled the Kernel, and no- 
thing appeared but the Pulp itſelf, whereupon a 
great Noiſe was heard all over the Room, every 
one having it in his Mouth what a Fool the Prince 
was made of; who, for his Part, returned no An- 
ſwer to all the Pleaſantries of the Courtiers, but 
broke the. Kernel, and found in it a Corn of Wheat, 
and in that a grain of Millet. At tlie Sight of this 
he began to diſtruſt, and muttered to himſelf, O 
* White Cat ! White Cat! thou haſt deceived me“ 
And at that Inftant he felt a Cat's Paw upon his 
Hand, which ſcratched him, and fetched Blood ; 
he knew not whether it was to encourage or diimay 
him. However, he opened the Millet Seed, and 
to the Amazement of all preſent, drew out a Web 
of Cloth, four hundred Yards long ; and what was 
more wonderful, there were painted on it all Sorts 
of Birds, Beaſts and Fiſh, Fruits, Trees and Plants, 
Rocks, and al! Manrer of rare Shells of the Sea 
the Sun, Moon, Stars and Planets; and all the 
Pictures of all the Kings and Princes of the World, 
with thoſe of their Wives, Mitſtrefles, and Chil- 
dren, all dreſſed after the Faſhion of their own 
Country. When the King ſaw this Piece of Cloth, 
he turned as pale as the Prince was red in looking 
ſo long for it, and the Needle was brought, and it 
was put through five or fix Times ; all which Time, 
the King and his tub Sons were filent, though 
afterwards, the Beauty and Rarity of the Cloth 
was ſo great, they faid it was not to be matched in 
the whole World. The King fetched adeep Sigh, 
and turning himſelf towards his Children, faid to 
them! © Nothing gives me fo much Comfort in my 
old Age, as to be ſenfible of the Deference you 
have for me, which makes me deſirous of put- 
ting 
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© ting you to a new Trial. Go and travel another 
« Year, and he that brings me the moſt beautiful 
© Damſel, ſhall marry her, and be crowned King; 
there being an abſolute Neceſſity that my Suc- 
ceſſor ſhould marry : And I ſwear and Promiſe, 
« I will no longer defer the Reward.” | 
Our Prince ſuffered all this Injuſtice: The little 
Dog and the Web of Cloth rather deſerved ten 
Crowns than one; but he was of ſo ſweet a Diſpoſi- 
tion, that he would not thwart his Father's Will: 
So without any delay he got into his Chariot again, 
and with his Train returned to his dear White Cat, 
who knowing the Day and Moment he would come, 
had the Roads ſtrewed with Flowers. She was 
laid on a Perſian Tapeſtry, under a Canopy of 
Cloth of Gold, in a Gallery from whence ſhe could 
ſee him return. He was received by the Hands 


that always ſerved him, and all the Cats climbed 


upon the Gutter to congratulate his Return by a 
Concert of Mewing. Well, Prince, (ſaid ſhe 
to him) I ſee you are come back without your 
Crown.“ Madam, (replied he) by your Bounty 
I was in a Condition of gaining it; but I am 
« perſuaded the King is more loth to part with it, 
than I am fond of having it.“ No matter for 
that (ſaid the) you muſt neglect nothing to de- 
ſerve it, I will affiſt you on this Occaſion; and 
fince you muſt carry a beautiful Damſel to your 
© Father's Court, 1 will look out for one, who ſhall 


„ 


be merry, and divert ourſelves, I have ordered 
+, a Sea-fight between my Cats and the moſt ter- 
rible Rats of the Country, My Cats perhaps 
may be hard ſet, for they are afraid of the Water; 
However they will have Advantage enough: 
We cannot expect it in every Thing.“ The 
Prince returned her Thanks, and ſaid ſeveral 
very handſome Things on her Conduct and Pro- 
dence. Aſterwards they went upon a 'T _ 

whic 


, pain you the Prize: But in the Interim, let us 


V 
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which looked on to the Sea. The Cats Veſſels con- 


ſiſted of great Pieces of Cork, on which they floated 5 
very commodiouſly ; and co__ the Rats of Egg- 
he® 


Shells joined together. The“ Fight was very 0 
ſtinat* - the Rats threw themſelves into the Water, 
and ſwam better than the Cats, inſomuch that they 
as often conquered, as they were conquered; when 
Minagrobis, the Admiral of the Cats, reduced the 
Rattiſh Race to the utmoſt Deſpair, by eating up 


the Admiral of their Fleet, who was an old expe-. 


rienced Rat, that had made three Voyages round 
the World in very good Ships, in, which he was 
neither Captain nor Sailor, but only a kind of 
Interloper. But the White Cat was ſo politick, 


that ſhe would not abſolutely deſtroy theſe - poor 
unfortunate Rats, thinking that if there were no 


Rats nor Mice, her Subjects would live-in an idle- 


neſs that might become prejudicial to her. 


The Prince paſted this Year, as he had done the 
two firſt, in Hunting, Fiſhing, and ſuch Diver- 
fions, and often at a Game of Cheſs, which the 
White Cat played extraordinary well at ; but he 


.could not forbear often queſtioning her, to know 


by what Miracle the ſpoke. He aſked her, if the 
was a Fairy, or if by any Metamorphoſis ſhe was 


turned into a Cat. But as the White Cat was al- 


ways capable of ſaying what ſhe had a mind to, 
ſhe returned him an Anſwer ſo inſignificant, that 
he perceived ſhe was not willing to communicate 
this Secret to him. As nothing paſles away ſo 
quick as happy Days, if the White Cat had not 
been ſo careful as to remember the I ime the Prince 


was to return, 'tis certain he would have quite forgot © 


it. She told him of it the Night before, and withal, 
that the Hour of deſtroying the fatal Work of the 
Fairies was come; and therefore he muſt reſolve to 
cut off her Head and Tail, and throw them pre- 
ſently into the Fire. Wa, (cried he) ſhall I, 
my lovely White Cat, be ſo barbarous as to kill 


9 you? 


* 


122 - STory of the Wurre Car. 


* you? You have undoubtedly a Mind to make 
© Proof of my Heart, but be aſſured it is incapable 
* of wanting that Friendſhip and Acknowledg- 
© ment due to yo No, Prince, (continued 
© ſhe) I do not ſuſſ ect you of Ingratitude ; I know 
* your Merit; but neither you nor I can preſcribe 
© to Fate: Do what I deſire you, we ſhall thereby 
be happy; and you ſhall know upon the Word of 


* a Cat of Worth and Honour, that I am really 


© your Friend.“ Tears ſtarted two or three Times 
in the young Prince's Eyes, to think he muſt cut 
off the Head of his pretty White Cat; that had 
been fo kind to him; he ſaid all that he could 
think moſt tender to engage her to diſpenſe with 
him: To which ſhe anſwered obſtinately, ſhe 
would die by his Hand, and that was the only 
Way to hinder his Brother from having the Crown, 
In ſhort, ſhe preſſed him ſo earneſtly, that he 
trembling, with an unfteady Hand, cut off her 
. Head and Tail, and threw them preſently into the 
Fire ; and at the ſame Time ſaw the moſt charm- 
ing Metamorphoſis imaginable. The Body of the 
White Cat grew preſently large, and changed all 
on a ſudden to a fine Lady, ſo accompliſhed, as 
excceds Deſcription. Her Eyes committed Theft 
upon all Hearts, and her Sweetneſs kept them; 
her Shape was majeſtic, her Air noble and mo- 
deit, her Wit flowing, her Manners engaging ; in 
2 Word, ſhe was beyond every Thing that was 

lovely. . ; | 
The Prince, at the Sight of her, was in ſo agree- 
able a Surprize, that he thought himſelf inchanted. 
He could not ſpeak nor look at her, and his 
Tongue was ſo tied, that he could not explain his 
' . Amazement ; which was much greater, when: he 
- ſaw an extraordinary Number of Gentlemen and 
Ladies, holding their Cat-Skins over their Shoul- 
ders, come and proſtrate themſelves at the Queen's 
Feet, to teſtify their Joy to ſee her again in * 
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natural State, She received them with all the 
Marks of Bounty, which ſufficiently diſcovered the 
Sweetneſs of her Temper. After having ſpent 
ſome Time in hearing their Compliments, ſhe 
ordered them to retire, and leave her alone with 
the Prince; to whom ſhe ſpoke as follows: 


Think not, Sir, that I have always been a Cat, 
* and that my Birth is obſcure. My Father was 
King of ſix Kingdoms „ loved my Mother tenderly, 
and gave her Liberty to do what ſhe pleaſed. Her 
moſt prevailing Inclination was to travel, inſo- 
much that when ſhe was with Child of me, ſhe 
Tr undertook to go to ſee a Mountain, of which ſhe 
had heard a moſt ſurprizing Account. As ſhe was 
on the Road ſhe was told there was nigh the Place 
ſhe was then at, an antient Caſtle of Fairies, 
which was the fineſt in the World, or at leaſt ſaid 
to be ſo; for as no Perſon was ever admitted into 
it, there could not be any poſitive Judgment paſſed 
thereon : But for the Gardens, they were known to 
contain the beſt Fruits that ever were eat. The 
Queen my Mother, who longed to taſte them; 
went thither. But when ſhe came to the Gate of 
this ſtately Edifice, which ſhined again with Blue 
enameled with Gold, nobody came, though ſhe 
knockeda long Time; and her Deſire increaſing the 
more, by reaſon of the Difficulty, ſhe ſent for Lad- 
ders to ſcale the Walls: But they growing viſibly 
to a great Height of themſelves, they were forced 
to faſten the Ladders to another, to lengthen them, 
and whenever any one went up them, they broke 
under their Weight; ſo that they were either killed 
or lamed. The Queen was in the utmoſt Deſpair 
to ſee Trees loaded with ſuch delicious Fraits, and 
not to taſte of them, which ſhe was reſolved to do, 
or die: Inſomuch that ſhe ordered ſome rich Tents 
to be pitched before the Caſtle, and ſtayed there 
fix Weeks, with all her Court. She neither ſlept 
(3 2 nor 
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nor eat, but ſighed continually, and was always 
talking- of the Fruit. In ſhort, ſhe fell danger- 
ovſly ill, and no Remedy could be found out; for 
the inexorable Faries never appeared from the 
Time ſhe came there. All her Court were very 
much prieved ; there was nought to be heard but 
Sighs and Lamentations, while the dying Queen 
was continually aſking thoſe that were in waiting 
upon her, for Fruit; but would eat of none but 

what came out of this Garden, | 
One Night, after having got a little Sleep, 
when ſhe awakened ſhe ſaw a little ugly decriped 
old Woman fit in an Elbow Chair by her Bolſter, 
and was ſurprized that her Woman ſhould ſuffer a 
Stranger ſo near her; when ſhe ſaid to her, We 
© think your Majeſty very importunate to be fo 
ſtubborn in your Deſires of eating our Fruit; but 
ſince your Life is in Danger, my Siſters and I 
have conſented to give you as much as you can 
carry away, and to let you eat of them as long 
as you ſtay here, provided you will make us one 
Preſent, „Ah! my good Mother, (cried the 
Queen, name it, I will give you my Kingdoms, 
Heart, and Soul, to have ſome of the Fruit: I 
cannot buy it too dear.“ We would have 
your Majeſty, (faid ſhe) give us the Daughter 
ycu now bear in your Womb. As ſoon as the is 
born, we will come and fetch her; ſhe ſhall be 
brought up by us, and we will endow her with 
all Virtues, Beauties, and Sciences: In ſhort, 
ſhe ſhall be our Child, and we will make her 
happy : but your Majeſty muſt obſerve, that you 
muſt never ſee her any more till ſhe is married, 
If you will agree to this Propoſition, I will cure 
you immediately, and carry youto our Orchard, 
where notwithſtanding it is Night, you ſhall ſee 
well enough, to chuſe what you would have; 
c but if what I ſay diſpleaſes your Majeſty, Good- 
| night.“ 
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night.“ Though what you impoſe on me, 
* (replied the Queen) is very hard, yet I accept 
© tt rather than die; for certainly if I cannot live, 
my Child muſt be loſt; therefore, ſkilful Fairy, 
(continued ſhe) cure me, and let me not be a 
moment debarred of the Privileges I am intitled 
to thereby.” : 

The Fairy touched her with a little golden Wand, 
ſaying, Your Majeſty is free from all Illneſs,” 
And thereupon ſhe ſeemed as if ſhe had thrown off 
a heavy Garment that had been very troubleſome 
and incommodious to her. She ordered all the 
Ladies of her Court to be called, and with a gay 
Air told them ſhe was extraordinary well, and 
would riſe,” fince that the Gates of the Fairies Pa- 
lace, which were ſo ſtrongly barrocaded, were ſet 
open for her to eat of the Fruit, and to carry what 
ſhe pleaſed away, The Ladies thought the Queen 
delirious, -a1d ſhe was then dreaming of the Fruit 
ſhe Jonged fo much for; inſomuch, that inſtead of 
returning any Antwer, they fell a-crying, and 
called in the Phyſicians ; which. Delays put the 
Queen inio the utmoit Deſpair : She aſked for her 
Ciothes, and they refuſing her them, put her into 
a violent Paſſion, which they looked upon as her 
Fever. In the Interim the Phyſicians came, who, 
after having felt her Pulſe, and made their En- 
quiries, could not deny but that ſhe was in periect 
Health. The Ladies ſeeing the Fault they had 
committed through their great Zeal, endeavpured 
to repair it by dreſſing her quickly. They every 
one begged her Pardon, which ſhe gran ed, and 
haſtened to follow the old Fairy, who waited far” 
her. She went into the Palace, where nothing 
was wanting to make it the fineſt in the World; 
which you-will the more eaſily believe, Sir, (adied 
the new metamorphoſed Queen) when I ſhall tell- 
vou it was this we are now in. Two other Fairies, 
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not quite ſo old as ſhe that conducted my Mother, 
"received her favourably at the Gate; ſhe deſired 

them to carry her preſently into the Garden, and 
to thoſe Trees that = the beſt Fruits. They told 
her they were all equally good, and that unleſs ſhe 
would have the Pleaſure of gathering them herſelf, 
they would call them to her. I beg, (ſaid the 
Queen) that I may have the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
- © ſo extraordinary an Event.“ Whereupon the 

Elder of the three put her Fingers in her Mouth, 
and blowed three Times, and then cried, Apri- 
cots, Peaches, Nectarines, Plumbs, Cherries, 
Pears, Melons, Grapes, Apples, Oranges, Le- 
mons, Gooſeberries, Currants, Strawberries, Raſ- 
berries, come all at my Call. But, (ſaid the 
« Queen) theſe Fruits are not all ripe in the ſame 
© Seaſon.” *© Oh, (ſaid they) in our Gardens we 
© have all Sorts of Fruit always ripe and good, and 
© they never diminiſh,” 

At the fame Time they came rolling to them 
without any Bruiſes; and the Queen, who was im- 
patient to ſatisfy her Longing, fell upon them, 
and took the firſt that offered, which ſhe rather de- 
voured than eat. When her Appetite was ſome- 
what ſatisfied, ſne deſired the Fairies to let her go 
to the Trees, and have the Pleaſure to gather them 
herſelf: To which they gave their Conſents ; but 
ſaid to her, at the ſame Time, You muſt remember 
the Promiſe you have made us ; for you will not 
be allowed to run back from it. I am perſuaded, 
< "replied ſhe, that it is ſo pleaſant living with you, 
and this Palace is ſo charming, that if I did not 
© love the King my Huſband dearly, I would offer 
« myſelf; therefore you need not fear my retracting 
from my Word.“ The Fairies, who were very 
well ſatisfied, opened the Doors of their Gardens, 
and all their Incloſures, and the Queen ſtayed in 
them three Days and Nights, without ever ſtirring 

| oung 
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out, ſo delicious ſhe found them. She gathered 


Fruit for her Proviſion, and as they never waſted, 


loaded four hundred Mules ſhe brought along with 
her. The Fairies added to their Fruit, Baſkets 
of Gold of curious Work, to carry them in, and 
many other very valuable Rarities. They pro- 
miſed to educate and make me a compleat Prin- 


ceſs, and to chuſe me out an Huſband, and to iu- 


form my Mother of the Wedding. 

The King was overjoyed at the Queen's Return, 
and all the Court expreſſed their Pleaſure to ſee her 
again ; there was nothing but Balls, Maſquerades, 
and Courſes, where the Fruits the Quzen brought, 
ſerved for delicious Regales. The King preferred 
them before all other Things, but knew not- the 
Bargain ſhe had made with the Fairies ; but often 
aſked her what Country ſhe had been in, to 
bring home ſuch good Things; to which ſhe re- 
plied, ſhe found them on a Mountain that was 
almoſt inacceſſible; ſometimes that ſhe met with 
them in a Valley, and ſometimes in the Midſt of a 
Garden or a great Foreſt ; all which Contradictions 
very much ſurprized the King. He enquired of 
thoſe that went with her; but they were all for- 


bid to tel] any Thing of the Matter. At length 
the Queen, when her Time was at Hand, began ta 


de troubled at what ſhe had promiſed the Fairies, 


and grew very melancholy; ſhe ſighed every Minute, 
and changed her Countenance. The Ling was 
very much concerned, and preſſed the Queen to 
declare what was the Cauſe ; who with ſome Dif- 
culty told him what had paſſed between her and the 
Fairies, and that ſhe had promiſed 'them the 
Daughter ſhe was then big with. What ! (cried 
* the King) we have no Children, and could you, 
© who knew how much I deſired them, for the 
© eating of two or three Apples, promiſe your 
© Daughter? Certainly you muſt have no Regard 
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for me.“ And thereupon he loaded her with a 
thouſand Reproaches, which made my poor Mo- 
ther almoſt ready to die for Grief: But not content 
with this, he put her into a Tower, under a ſtrong 
Guard, where ſhe could have no Converſation but 
with the Officers that were appointed to attend her. 
The ill Correſpondence between the King and 
Queen, put the Court into the utmoſt Conſterna- 
tion: They laid aſide their rich Clothes, and put 
on ſuch as were agreeable to the general Sorrow. 
The King appeared for his Part inexorable, and 
would not ſee the Queen; but as ſoon as I was born, 
made me be brought into his Palace to be nurſed 
there, while my Mother at the ſame Time re- 
mained a Priſoner, and in an ill State of Health. 
The Fairies, who were not ignorant all this while 
of what was paſſed, and who looked upon me as 
their own Property, were fo provoked, that they 
. reſolved to have me; but before they had Recourſe 
to their Art, they ſent Ambaſſadors to the King, 
to deſire him to tet the Queen at Liberty, and to 
1eitore her to his Favour again; and likewiſe to 
demand me, that I might be nurſed and brought up 
by them. The Ambatſadors were fo little and de- 
formed, for they were Dwarfs, that the King, in- 
ſtead of granting what they aſked, refuſed them 
rudely, and if they had not got away quickly, 
might have ſerved them worſe. - ; 

When the Fairies were informed of my Father's 
Proczeding, they were ſo enraged, that after they 
had ſent all the Plagues capable of rendering his 
Kingdoms deſolate, they let looſe a terrible Dragon 
that poiſoned all the Places wherever he came ; de- 
voured Men, Women and Children, and killed 
all Trees and Plants with the Breath of his Noſtrils. 
The King finding himſelf reduced to this Extremity, 
conſulted all the Sages of his Kingdom to know what 
he ſhould do to preſerve his Subjects againſt theſe 

| Misfortunes, 


* 
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Misfortunes wherewith they were oppreſſed: They 
adviſed him to ſend for the beſt Phyſician to pre- 
ſcribe the moſt excellent Remedies, as one Means; 
and to Pardon all Criminals that were condemned 
to die, if they would fight with the Dragon, as the 
other, The King, who was well envugh pleaſed 
with this Advice, put it in Execution, but received 
no Benefit by it; for the Mortality continued, and 
none fought with the Dragon but were devoured: 
Inſomuch, that at laſt he Pad Recourſe to a Fairy 
who had protected him from his Youth, and who 
was ſo old that ſhe hardly ever roſe from off her 
Seat. He went to her, and reproached her for 
permitting his Fate to proſecute him in ſuch a 
Manner without giving him ſome Aﬀiſtance. 
© What would you have me do, (replied the Fairy) 
© you have provoked my Siſters who have equal 

« Power with me, and we ſeldom act one a- 
« gainſt another; therefore think of appeaſing 
them by giving your Daughter, ſince they 
« have a Right to her; ſet the Queen at 
Liberty, who is too good and amĩab e to be uſed 
« ſoull, and reſolve to fulfil what ſhe has promiſed, 
« and then I'll aſſure you, you ſhall be happy.“ 
The King my Father loved me dearly ;: bat ſeeing 
no other Way to preſerve his Kingdoms, and to 
be delivered from the fatal Dragon, told his 
Friend that he would believe her, and would give 
the Firies his Daughter, ſince ſhe had aſſured him 

I ſhoald be taken Care of, and treated as became 
a Princeſs of my Birth, and releaſe the Queen; 
and withal, deſired her to tell him how he might 
{end me to the Fairy Caſtle. You muſt carry 
her, (ſaid the Fairy) in a Cradle to the Mountain 
© of Flowers, and muſt ſtay thereabouts to ſee 
what happens.“ The King told her ſhe might 
acquaint her Siſters that he and the Queen would 
go with me thither in eight Days Time, and that 
they might do with me what they thought proper. 
G5 As 
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As ſoon as he came back to the Palace, he ſem 
for the Queen, with as much Love and Tenderneſs 
as he had made her a Priſoner with Anger and 
Paſſion ; but ſhe was fo fallen away and altered, 
that he could hardly know her, if he had not been 
very certain ſhe was the Perfon he once ſo much 
doated on. He begged of her, with Tears in his 
Eyes, to forget the ill Treatment ſhe had received 
from him, which he promiſed her ſhould be the 
laſt. She anſwered, that ſhe brought it on herſelf 
by her Imprudence, in promiſing her Child to the 
Fairies ; and that if any Thing would plead her 
Excuſe, it was the Condition ſhe was then in. In 
ſhort, he declared his Deſign to her of putting me 
into their Hands; which ſhe ba- ; and it 
ſeemed as if it was my Fate to be always the 
Cauſe of my Father and Mother's diſagreeing: 
But after ſhe had cried and taken- on for ſome Time, 
without obtaining what ſhe deſired, (for my Fa- 
ther too well forelaw the fatal Conſequences, and 
his Subjects ſtill dying as if they had been guilty of 
our Faults) ſhe conſented, and Preparations were 
made againſt the Ceremony. I was put into a 
Cradle of Mother-o'Pearl, adorned as much as 
poſſible by Art, with Garland: of Flowers, Feſteons 
hung round about it, and the Flowers ſo intermixed 
with Jewels of ſeveral Colours, that when the Sun 
reflected upon them, they gave ſuch a Luſtre as 
dazzled the Eyes. The Magnificence of my Dreſs 
exceeded, if that was poſlible, my Cradle. All 
the Bands and Rolls of my Swaddling-Clothes were 
buckled with large Pearls; four and twenty Prin- 
ceſſes of the Blood carried me on a Kind of light 
Litter, all dreſſed in White, to reſemble my Inno- 
cence, and were followed by the whole Court, ac- 
cording to their Ranks. While they were going up 
the Mountain, they heard a melodious Symphony ; 
and afterwards Faries appeared to the Number - 
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| fix and thirty, for the three had invited all their 
Friends, each in a Shell of Pearl, as large as that 
wherein Venus aroſe out of the Sea, and drawn by 
Sea-Horſes, in as great Pomp as if they had been 
the firſt Queens in the World. They were exceed- 
ing old and ugly: They carried in their Hands 
Olive Branches, to ſignify to the King, that by oy 
his Submiſſion he had gained their Favour, When 5 
they took me, it was with ſuch extraordinary Ca- 
reſles, that it ſeemed as if they lived only to make 
me happy. | 
| The Dragon, which was the Inſtrument of their 
18 Revenge againſt my Father, followed them bound 
| in Chains of Diamonds. They took me in their 
Arms, eareſſed me a thouſand Times, endowed me 
- with ſeveral Gifts, and then fell to dancing ; and 
it is almoſt incredible, to believe how theſe old 
Women jumped and ſkipped. Afterwards the de- 
vouring Dragon came forwards, the three Fairies, 
to whom my Mother promiſed me, placed them- 
ſelves upon him, and ſet my Cradle between them; 
then ſtriking the Dragon with a Wand, he pre- 
ſently diſplayed his large Wings, which were as 
thin and fine as Gauſe, _ intermixed with va- 
rious Colours, and carried them to their Caſtle. 
My Mother ſeeing me in the Air upon this furious 
Dragon, could not forbear ſhrieking out, while the 
King comforted her by the Aſſurance his Friend 
had given him, that no ill Accident ſhould befal 
me, and that I ſhould have as great Care t iken of 
me, as if I was in their own Palace: Which Aſ- 
furance appeaſed her, though ſhe was very much 
grieved to loſe me for ſo long a Time; eſpecially 
when ſhe reflected that ſhe herſelf was the Cauſe of 
it. You muſt know, Prince, (continued ſhe) that 
my Guardians built a Tower on purpoſe for me, 
wherein there were a thouſand beautiful Apart- 
ments for all the Seaſons of the Year, furniſhed 
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but there were no Doors, and no other coming in 
but at the Windows, wliich were prodigious high. 
It was ſurrounded by beautiful Gardens full of 
Flowers, and embelliſhed with' Fountains and Ar- 
bours of Greens, where it was cool and pleaſant in 
the hotteſt Seaſons. Here the Fairies brought me 
up, and'took more Care of me than ever they pro- 
miſed the Queen to do. My Clothes were ſo 


they would have thought it had been my Wedding- 
of my Age and Birth to learn; and they had not 


what I comprehended with great Eaſe. They were 
very well pleaſed at my ready Diſpoſition ; and if 
I had never ſeen any body beſides them, I ſhould have 
been contented to have lived there all my Life. 
They came very often to fee me, mounted upon the 
ſame dreadful Dragon I have atready ſpoke of ; 
they never mentioned the King or Queen to me, 
but called me their Daughter, and | thought my- 


Tower, but a Parrot and a little Nog, which were 
endowed both with Reaſon and Speech, and were 
given to divert me. 
One Side of the Tower was built upon a hollow 
Road, ſet full of Elms and other Trees, which 
ſhaded it ſo much, that I never ſaw any one paſs 
by while I was there; when one Day, as I was at 
the Window talking to my Parrot and Dog, I 
heard a Noiſe, and looking about, perceived a 
young Gentleman, who ſtopped to hear our Con- 
verſation. I had never ſeen one before but in 
Paintings, and was not ſorry that this Accident 
had given me the Opportunity; inſomuch, that 
not miſtruſting the Danger we run in the Satisfac- 
tion we receive by the Sight of ſo lovely an Object, 
- oe . l looked 


* 


with magnificent Goods, and agreeable Books; 8 


faſhionable and fine, that if any one had ſeen me, 
Day. They taught me all that was proper for one 


much Trouble with me, for there was nothing but 


ſelf really ſo. No Creature lived with me in this 
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I looked at him again, and the more I looked, the 
mote pleaſed I was. He made me a low Bow, 


- fixed his Eyes on me, and ſeemed concerned to 


know how to talk to me; for my Windows being a 


great height, he was afraid of being heard, know-. 


ing that it was a Caſtle which belonged to Fairies. 


Night came upon us all on a ſudden, or, to ſpeak 


more properly, before we perceived; he ſounded 


his Horn twice or thrice, which he thought to 


pleaſe me with, and then went away without my 
diſcovering which Way he took, it was ſo dark. 1 
remained thoughtful ; the Pleaſure I uſed to take 
in talking to my Parrot and Dog, was no ways 
agreeable. They ſaid all the pretty Things that 
could be to me, for theſe were very witty : But my 
Thoughts were otherwiſe engaged, and I had not 


Art enough to diſſemble. My Parrot obſerved all 


my Actions; but made no mention of what he 
thought. The next morning 1 aroſe with the Sun, 


7 


and ran to my Window, where I was moſt agree - 


ably ſurprized to ſee my Spark, who was dreſſed 


magnificently : in which I flatter'd myſelf I had 


ſome Share, and was not miſtaken.. He ſpoke to 


me through a Speaking Trumpet, told me he had 
been till that Inſtant inſenſible to all the Beauties 
he had beheld; but found himſelf fo ſenſibly rouched- 
with me, that he could not live without ſeeing me. 
I was mightily pleaſed with his Complime: *, but, 
vexed that I. durſt not make ſome Reply; for IL 


muſt have bawled out with all my Might, and run 


the Riſque of being ſooner heard by the Fairies 


than him. I threw him ſome Flowers I had in my 


Hand, which he took for ſo ſignal a Favour, that 
ke kiſſed them ſeveral Times, and thanked me. 


He aſked me afterwards, if I approved- of his coming. 


every day at the ſame Hour under my Window, 


and if I did to throw ſomething; whereupon I pre- 


ſently pulled off a Torquoiſe Ring, that I had on 
| . m 
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my Finger, and caſt it at him, making a Sign for 
for him to be gone preſently, becauſe I heard the 
Fairy Violenta coming on the Dragon to bring my 
Break fag. 5 
The firſt Words ſhe ſpoke, when ſhe entered my 
Chamber, were, I ſmell the Voice of a Man; 
a Search, Dragon,” Alas! what a Condition 
was I in ! 1 was ready to die with Fear, leſt he 
ſhould find out, and follow my Lover. Indeed, 
„ (faid I) my good Mamma, (for the Fairy would 
be called ſo) you banter, when you ſay you 
* ſmell the Voice of a Man; can any one fmell a 
Voice? and ſhould it be fo, what Wretch could 
be ſo bold as to venture coming up into this 
Tower ?* What you ſay is very true, Child, 
({a:d ſhe) I am overjoyed to hear you argue fo 
well: I fancy it is the hatred I have againſt Men, 
that makes me think them nigh when they are 
not: However, I have brought you your Break- 
faſt and a Diſtaff; beſure ſpin; Yeſterday you 
did nothing, aad my Siſters are very angry.” 
Upon my Word, I was fo taken up with this Stran- 
er, that I was not able to Work. As ſoon as her 
Back was turned, I threw away my Diſtaff, and 
went upon the Terraſs, to look as far as my Eye 
would carry, in an excellent Spying-Glaſs 1 had; 
by which, after having looked about ſome Time, I 
diſcovered' my Lover -under a rich Pavillion of 
Cloth of Gold on the Top of a high Mountain, 
furrounded by a numerous Court. I doubted not 
but that he was ſome neighbouring King's Son, 
and was afraid, leſt, when he came to the Tower 
again, he ſhould be found out by the terrible 
Dragon. I went and fetched my Parrot, and bid 
tim fly to that Mountain, to defire him, from me, 
not to come again, becauſe I was afraid my Guar + 
dian ſhould diſcover it, and he ſhould come into 
Danger, 'My Parrot acquitted himſelf of his 
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Commiſſion, and ſurprized all the Courtiers, to 
ſee him come upon full Wing, and perch upon the 
Prince's Shoulder, and whiſper him ſoftly in the 
Ear. The Prince was both overjoyed and troubled 
at this Meſſage; my Care flattered his Paſſion ; 
but the Difficulty there was in ſpeaking to me, 
gave him as much Chagrin. He aſked the Parrot 
a thouſand Queſtions, and the Parrot him as many; 
for he was naturally inquiſitive, . The Prince in 
Return for my Torquoiſe, ſent me a Ring of ano- . 
ther, but much finer than mine, cut in the Shape 
of a Heart, and ſet round with Diamonds ; and 
told him (that he might treat him more like an 
Ambaſlador) he would prefent him with his Pic- 
ture, which he might ſhew to his charming Miſtreſs, 
The Picture was tied under his Wings, and the 
Ring he brought in his Bill. 

I waited for the Return of my green Courier, 
with an Impatience unknown to me till then, He 
told me the Perſon I ſent him to was a great King, 
who had received him with all the Joy poſſible, 
that I might aſſure myſelf he lived only for me; 
and that tho” it was very dangerous for him to come 
ſo low as my Tower, yet he was reſolved to haz- 
zard all to ſee me. This news had ſuch an Effect 
upon me, that I fell a-crying.. My Parrot and 
Dog comforted me' the beſt they could, for they 
loved me tenderly ; and then the Parrot delivered 
the Prince's Ring to me, and ſhewed me his Pic- 
ture. I muſt own I was overjoyed that I could 
view ſo nigh a Perſon I had never ſeen but at a 
Diſtance. He appeared much more lovely than he 
ſeemed, and the different Thoughts this Sight 
inſpired me with, for ſome were agreeable to me, 
and others not, made me very uneaſy, which the 
Fairies, when they come to ſee me, diſcovered, 
They ſaid one to another, that I was certainly 
troubled at ſomething, and that they muſt think of 
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providing a huſband for me of the Fairy Race: 


They named ſeveral, but at laſt pitched on the little 
King Migonne!, whoſe Kingdom lay about five 
hundred Leagues off from their Palace, but that 
was of no great Importance. My Parrot heard all 
their Diſcourſe, and came to give me an Account. 
« Alas! my dear Miſtreſs, (faid my Bird) how 
much I pity you, if you ſhould be King Migon- 
« net's Queen! He is enough to fright you, which 
© I am forry to tell you; but one Thing I am ſure 
of, the King who loves you, ſcorns to have ſuch 
a one for his Foot-boy : And I think, (continued. 
he) if I am not much miſtaken, I have perched. 
upon the ſame Bough with him.“ How do you. 
mean, (replied I, on the ſame Bough ?* <£ Why, 
(ſaid he, he has Feet like an Eagle.“ I was 
very much afflicted at this Account, I looked on the 
charming Picture of the young King, and fancied 
he only gave it my Parrot, that I might have an 


Sa «a a © 


Opportunity of ſeeing it, but when I. compared it: 


with Migonnet, I lot all Hopes of Liſe, and re- 
ſolved. to die ſooner than marry him. I ſlept not: 
all the Night, but talked with my Parrot and Dog, 
and towards Morning began to cloſe my Eyes. 
My Dog, who had a good Noſe, ſmelt the King at 
the Foot of the Tower: he awakened the Parrot, 
and ſaid: to him, ll engage the King is below.“ 
To which the Parrot made Anſwer, Hold thy 
«* 'Fongue,, thou prating Fool; beeauſe thy Eyes 
and Ears are always open, you:are vexed that 
© any body elſe ſhould have Reſt.. Well, (ſaid 
© the Dog,) I am ſure he is.“ And, (replied the 
Parrot, J am ſure he is not; for I have from my 
Miſtreſs, forbid him coming.“ You talk finely, 
© of your forbidding him, (cried the Dog; a Man, 
in Love conſults nothing but his Paſſion.” Ther2-. 
upon, pulling the Parrot by the Tail, he made 
ſuch a Noiſe that I awoke. They told me of their 
- | Diſpute ; 
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Diſpute; I ran or rather flew to the Window, 
whence I ſaw the King holding out his Arma, 
who, by his Trumpet, told me he could not live 
without me; that he poſſeſſed a flouriſhing King - 
dom, and conjured me to find out ſome Way to 
eſcape from my Tower, or let him come to me; 
calling Heaven and all the Elements to witneſs, 
that he would marry me, and make me his Queen. 
I bid my Parrot go and tell him, that what he de- 
ſired ſeemed to be almoſt impoſlible ; that, how- 
ever, upon the Word he had given, and Oaths he 
had ſwore to me, I would endeavour to accompliſh 
his Deſires : But withal, to conjure him not to 
come every Day, leſt he ſhould be diſcovered, 
which might prove fatal to us both. a 5 
He went away, overjoyed with. the flattering 
Hopes I gave him. 1 found myſelf in the utmoſt 
Confuſion, when I reflected on what I had pro- 
miſed. I knew not how one ſo young, timorous, 
and unexperienced, ſhould get out of a Tower, to 
which there were no Doors, with the Aſſiſtance 
only of a Dog and a Parrot, therefore I reſolved 
not to attempt a Thing in which FE could--never 
ſucceed, and ſo ſent my Pa: rot to. acquaint. the 
King with it; who was for killing himſelf that 
Minute; but at laſt charged the Parrot to perſuade 
me to it, and to come and ſee him die, or to bring 
him ſome Comfort, To which my winged Am- 
baſſador anſwered, that he was very well perſuaded 
his Miſtreſs only wanted the Power. When he 
gave me an Account of what had happened, I was 
more grieved than ever. The Fairy Fiolenta came, 
and found my Eyes ſwelled and red ; ſhe told me 
J had been crying, and if 1 did not tell her the 
Reaſon, ſhe would burn me. I anſwered trembl- 
ing, I was weary with ſpinning, and that I had a 
great Deſire to make — Nets to catch ſome 
Birds, that deſtroyed the Fruit in the 8 
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What you deſire, Child, (faid ſhe) ſhall coſt you 
no more Tears I will bring you Materials enough 


- © To-night ; but I would rather you thought leſs of 
working, and more of ſetting off your Beauty, 


© becauſe King Migonnet will be here in a few 
* Days.* I ſighed at this News, but made no re- 
ply ; but as ſoon as her Back was turned, began 
two or three Rows of my Nets, and afterwards 
applied myſelf to the making a Ladder of — 
But as the Fairy had not furniſhed me with as 

uch as I wanted, which obliged me to aſk for 

re, the told me my Work was like Penelope's 
Web, it went not forwards, and yet I teazed her 


for more Stuff. O good Mamma! (ſaid I) you 


may ſay what you pleaſe; but you muſt know 
that as I am not very ready at this Work, I burn 
it when it does not pleaſe me.“ With which 


Excuſe ſhe ſeemed ſatisfied, and left me. 


I ſent my Parrot that Night to bid the King 
come under my Window, where he ſhould find a 
Ladder, and to tell him he ſhould know more 
when he came; in ſhort, I had tied it very faſt, 
and was determined to eſcape with him by this 
Means; but he, as ſoon as he ſaw it, without 
waiting for my coming down, mounted up in Haſte, 
and threw himſelf into my Chamber, as I was 
making every Thing ready for my Flight. I was 
ſa overjoyed. to ſee kim, that I forgot the Danger 
we were in. Hefrenewed all his Oaths, and in- 
treated me to defer his Happineſs no longer : we 
made my Parrot and Dog the Witneſſes of our 
Marriage, which was the moſt private in the 
World for Perſons of our Rank, and none certainly 


were ever better ſatisfied. The King left me be- 


fore Day: I told him of the Fairies Deſign to 


-marry me to Migonnet, and gave him a Deſcrip- 


tion of his mean and ſorry Figure, for which bis 
Horror was as great as mine. As ſoon as the King 
| was 
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was e, the Hours ſeemed like Years; I ren to the 
Window, and followed him with my Eyes, not- 
withitanding the Darkneſs ; but how great was my 
Surprixe to ſee a fiery Chariot drawn in the Air, 
by fix winged Salamanders, who flew ſo ſwift, that 
the Eye was not able to follow them. This Cha- 
riot was attended by a r. many Guards, all 

mounted on Oſtriches. I did not give myſeit Time 
to think that it was Migonnet that was thus traverſ- 
ing the Air, but I believed it was a Fairy, or In- 


chanter. Soon after, the Fairy Yielenta came into 


my. Chamber, and told me ſhe brought me good 
News, that my Lover would be with me preſently, 
and. bid me prepare myſelf to receive him; and 
with that gave me fine Cloaths and Jewels. But 
pray, (ſaid I) who has informed you that I want 
© to be married? I am ſure it is the fartheſt from 
my Thoughts; therefore ſend King Migonnet 
* back again ; for I will not put in one pin more, 
whether he thinks me handſome or not; I am 
© not for him.“ Oh! Oh! (ſaid the Fairy again) 
little Rebel, little Empty-Pate, I fhall not mind 
your Railery, but I ſhall=—" What will you 
« do? (replied I enraged at the Names ſhe had 
called me) Can any one be worſe ſerved than T 
© am, to live all my Days immured with a Parrot 
and a Dog, and to be viſited conſtantly by that 
* frightful Dragon?” Ha! Ingrate! (faid the 
Fairy) is this all we deſerve for our Care and 
« Pains ; I have told my Siſters but too often, we 
© ſhould have but ſorry Recompence.* At that ſhe 
went away, and told them of our Difference, which 
put them into no little Amazement. 
My Parrot and Dog remonſtrated to me, that if 
I ſhould continue any longer thus ſturdy, they for- 
ſaw that I ſhould undergo ſome Misfortune. But I 
was ſo proud of poſſeſſing the Heart of a King, that 
1 deſpiſed both the Fairies, and the Advice of 
| thoie 
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thoſe my little Companions. I would not dreſs me, 


but ſtrove all I could to tumble my Head-dreſb, 
that I might appear leſs agreeable to Migonnet. 
We had an Interview upon the Terraſs, he came 
in his Fiery Chariot; but of all Dwarfs, he was the 


| leaſt I ever ſaw in my Life - His Feet were like 


an Eagle's, and cloſe to his Knees, for Legs he 
had none. His Royal Garment was not above 
half a Yard long, and trailed one-third Part upon 
the Ground. His Head was as big as a Peck, and 
his Noſe long enough for twelve Birds to perch 


on it, and be regailed at the ſame Time with a de- 


lightful Buſh, for his Beard was large enough for 
Canary Birds to build their Neſts in: and for his 
Ears, they reached a Foot above his Head, but 


were a great Part hid by a high Crown that he 


wore to appear more grand. The Flame of his 
Chariot coddled the Fruit, withered the Flowers, 


and dried up the Fountains of the Gardens. He 
came with open Arms to embrace me, and I ſtood 


upright, which obliged his firſt Eſquire to hold 


him up. As ſoon as he came near to me, I ran to 


my Chamber, and faſtened my Window: So that 
Migonnet enraged, was forced to retire to the 


Fairies, who atked a thouſand Pardons for the 


Affront; aud to appeaſe him becauſe he was power- 
ful, they reſolved to bring him. at Night into my 
Chamber, and while I was aſleep, to tie my Hands 


and Feet, and put me into. his Chariot. 'Ehings 


being thus agreed on, they only chided me for 
what I had done; and charged me to think of 
making him Amends for the — Which Mild- 
neis of theirs ſurprized my Parrot and Dog, who 
told me their Heart; miſgave them, for they knew 


the Fairies to be ſtrange ill tempered ſort of old 


Ladies, and eſpecially Violeata. I. laughed at 


their Fears, and waited with the utmoſt Impa- 


tience 


* 
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tience for my dear Huſband, whole Deſires to ſee 
me again weft no leſs violent: I threw out the 
Ladder of Ropes, reſolving to eſcape with him, he 
came ſoftly up it, and ſaid a thouſand Kind 
Things, which I dare not recall to my Remem- 
brance. | 

While we were talking together, with the ſame 
Tranquillity, as if he had been in his own Palace, 
we ſaw all on a ſudden the Windows broke open, 
and the Fairies enter upon their frightful Dragon, 
followed by Migennet in his fiery Chariot, and all 
his Guards on Oftriches. The King, without any 
Diſmay, clapped his. Hand on his Sword, and 
thought of ſecuring and protecting me; when theſe 
barbarous Creatures ſet their Dragon upon him, 
- which devoured him before my Face. Vexed, and 
in Deſpair, I threw myſelf into the Mouth of this 
dreadful Monſter, that he might ſwallow me as he 
had done the Prince, who was dearer to me than all 
the World beſides. And I had certainly under- 
gone the ſame Fate; but the Fairies, who were 
more cruel than the Monſter, would not permit it, 
but ſaid I muſt be reſerved for greater Punifh- 
ments; a quick Death was too mild a one for ſo 
baſe a Creature: Whereupon touching me, I 
found myſelf changed into a White Cat. They 
conducted me to this ſtately Palace, which belonged 
to my Father, and turned all the Lords and Ladies 
into Cats; and for the reſt of his Subjects, leſt of 
them only the Hands, which we ſee, and reduced 
me to. that miſerable Condition you found me: 
Letting me know at the ſame Time my Birth, the 
Death of my Father and Mother, and that I never 
ſhould be relcaſed from this Metamorphoſis, but 
by a Prince that perfectly reſembled my Huſband, 

whom they deprived me of. You, Sir, have 
© that Reſemblance, the ſam: Features, Air, and 
Voice: I was ſtruck as ſoon as I ſaw you, and 
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was informed of all that ſhould happen, and am 
| © ſtill of all that ſhall come to paſs : My Pains will 
be at an End.” © And ſhall mine, fair Queen, 
« (faid the Prince) be of long Duration? I love 
© you, Sir; already more than my Life, (ſaid the 
Queen) we muſt go to your Father and know his 
« Sentiments for me, and whether he will conſent 
© to what you deſire.” After this ſhe went out, 
the Prince handed her into a Chariot, which was 
much more magnificent than that he had, and 
then went into it himſelf, All the reſt of the 
Equipage anſwered it ſo well, that the Buckles of 
the Horſes Harneſſes were Diamonds and Emeralds. 
I ſhall ſay nothing of their Converſation, which 
- muſt be very polite, ſince ſhe was not only a great 
Beauty, but alſo a great Wit; and for the Prince, 
he was no Ways inferior to her therein: So that all 

their Thoughts ware bright and lively, ö 
When oy came nigh the Caſtle where the _ 
Brothers were to meet, the Queen went into a 
Cage of Chryſtal ſet in Gold, which had Curtains * 
drawn about it, that ſhe might not be ſeen, and 
was carried by handſome young men richly clothed. 
The Prince ſtaid in the Chariot, and ſaw his 
Brothers walking with two Princeſſes of extraor- 
dinary Beauty. As ſoon as they knew him, they 
came to receive him, and aſked him if he had 
brought a Miſtreſs along with him; to which he 
anſwered, That he had been ſo unfortunate in all 
his Journey, to meet with none, but what were 
very ugly; but that he had brought a pretty White 
Cat. A Cat, (ſaid they, laughing) what was 
vou afraid that Mice ſhould devour our Palace? 
The Prince replied, that he was not very wiſe in 
making ſuch a Preſent to his Father, but it was 
the greateſt Rarity he could meet with. After- 
wards they all bent their Courſe towardsthe ca-. 
pital Town. The two elder Princes and the _ 
| 2 ceſſes 
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ceſſes went in Calaſhes of blue emboſſed with 


Gold, with Plumes of white Feathers upon the 
Horſes Heads ; nothing was finer than this Caval- 
cade. The younger Prince followed after, and then 
the Cage of Chryſtal, which every body admired, 


The Courtiers crouded to tell the King that the 


Princes were arrived, and brought moſt beautiful 
Ladies along with them; which News was no 
ways pleaſing to the King, The two eldeſt Princes 
were very earneſt to ſhew him the Beauties they 
had brought, whom he recived kindly, but knew 


not in whoſe Favour to decide; when looking on 


the youngeſt, « What, (ſaid he) are you come by 
« yourſelf?” « Your Mäjeſty, (replied the Prince) 
will find in this Cage a pretty little Cat, which 
mes and plays ſo ſweetly, that you will be very 
well pleaſed with her.“ Here at the King ſmiled, 
and was going to open the Cage ; but as ſoon as he 
approached towards it, the Queen with a Spring 
broke it in Pieces, and appeared like the Sun 
when he breaks forth from a Cloud. Her fine 
Hair was ſpread upon her Shoulders, and laid in 
fine large Rings, and her Forehead was adorned 
with Flowers. Her Gown was a thin White Gauſe, 
lined with a Roſe Coloured Taffety. She made 
the King a low Courteſy, who in the Exceſs of his 
Admiration could not forbear crying out © This is 
© the incomparable Fairy who deſerves my Crown.“ 

Sir, {ſaid ſhe) I came not to rob you of your 
Crown, which you wear ſo worthily : I was — 
Heireſs to ſix Kingdoms, give me Leave to pre- 
© ſent one of them to you, and one to either of your 


© Sons, for which I aſk no other Return but your 


< Friendſhip and this young Prince in Marriage: 
Three Kingdoms will be enough for us.“ The 


King and all the Court were not able to expreſs 


their Joy and Amazement. The Marriages - 
| e 
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the three Princes and their Princeſſes were cele- 
brated at the ſame Time, and the Court ſpent 
ſeveral Months in Pleaſures and Diverſions ; after 
which they all went to their Dominions, and the 
White Cat gained as great Honour by her Bounty 
and Generoſity, as by her rare Merit and Beauty. 


- 


' whom he was very 


PRINC 


_{quint-eyed, and who was very much diſpleaſed at 
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MI. HERE lived ſome Ages ago, an old King, 
who, to make amends for a long Widow- 
hood, married a young beautiful Princeſs, with 
juch in love. By his firſt 
Wife he had one Son, who was botk crooked and” 


his Father's marrying a ſecond Time. My being 
« my Father's only Son, (ſaid he) makes me both 
©. loved and feared ; but if the young Queen has 
© Children, my Father, who*can diſpoſe” of his 
Crown as he pleaſes, will not conſider that I 
am his eldeſt Son, but will difinherit me for . 
them. He was not only ambitious and malicious, 


but a great Diſſembler; inſomuch that he ſhewed. 


not the leaſt Uneaſineſs, but went privately to 
conſult a Fairy, who paſſed then for one of the 
moſt able, The Fairy 


5 
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told him he come too late, | 
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that the Queen was with Child of a Son, to which 


ſhe would do no harm; but if he died, or any ill 
Accident befel him, ſhe promiſed the Queen 


ſhould have no more: Which comforted the Prince 


« little, who, conjuring the Fairy not to forget 
him, returned home, refolving with himſelf. to 
make away with his little Brother. 

At nine Months End, the Queen was delivered 
of @ lovely Bey, in wham there was ſomething 
very remarkable, he haviag an Arrow imprinted on 
his Arm. The Queen was ſo fond of her Child, 
that ſhe would nurſe it herſelf, which was no way 
1 to the c. ooked Prince, the Mother's Care 

ing always beyond any Nurſe's, and it being 
not ſo eaſy for him to accompliſſi his Deſigns. Ne- 

vertheleſe, he reſolved to make an Attempt. He 
thewed a great Value and Reſpect for the Queen, 
and a Tenderneſs towards the Infant, of which 
the King was very fond: I could not have 
© thought, (ſaid he) my Son ſo good-natured; he 
© ſhall loſe nothing by jt: For if he continues to be 
* o, I'll leave half my Kingdom to him. Theſe 


reſolved to have all, or none; and to that End, one 
Night preſented ſome Comfits made up with Opium, 
to the Queen, who ſoon after fell into a found 
Sleep; and then the Prince, who had hid himſelf 
behind the Hangings, took the Child away ſoftly, 
and put in its ſtead a Cat wrapped up in Swaddling 
Clothes. The Cat cried, and awakened the Queen; 
who being 7 and chinking it her little Pęp- 
pet, gave it her Breaſt; which the Cat bit: Where- 
upon looking, and ſeeing che Cat's Head, ſhe 
rieked out. Her Grief was fo lively, that ſhe 
thought ſhe ſhould have died away that Moment. 
The noiſe and Skreamings of the Women alarmed 
the whole Court. The King put on his Night- 


Bon, and ran into her Apartment; where the firſt 


Thong 


82 
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Promiſes were not enough for the Prince, who was 
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Thing he beheld, was the Cat in the Swaddling 
Cloaths, thrown on the Ground and Mewing. 
The King was very much ſurprized, and aſked what 
that meant; they told him the young Prince was 


not to be found, and that the Queen was hurt. 
Thereupon, he went rr into her Cham - 


ber ; where he found her in Affliction, not to be 
expreſſed : The which, that he m 4 655 not augment 
by his own Sorrow, be conſtrained himſelf, to Com» 
fort the poor Princeſs, 
= the mean Time, the crooked backed Prince 
iven his little Brother to one of his Creatures, 
back ing him carry him to ſome diſtant Foreſt, and 
expoſe him naked to the wild Beaſts, that he might 
be heard no more of, 2 to reward him 
well, and then return his own ——— 3 
from whence he ran into hd eens, rubbing. his 
Eyes, as if he was aſlee e, when he was 
informed of what had ES ened, he ſtampt and 
roared like a mad Man, and, out of his natural 
Fierceneſs, twiſted the Cat' 5 Head off : and jn this 
Manner diſguiſed the Crime he ws ſo deeply 
guilty of, ſhedding many Tears. The King and 
rern who thought too well of him, (ent hom to 
IT the Fairies, to learn what was become of their 
Child; and he, to put a ſtop to any further En» 
quiges, n returned with ſeveral different and jntricate 
anſwers ; which all ſeemed to aſſure them, that 


the Child was not dead, byt . ſame Reaſons 


not to be known, only take n away wo Time, 


- and that all their ſearchi y more after — 
would he to no purpoſe poſe. This be 


make them eaſy, * indeed it had be thought apa four 
the Ring and 22 both fg ay + theqſelves with 


the hop n again. Notwi th 
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Month, living 
News of his loft Child. 


The Man whom the Prince delivered him to, 


travelled all Night with him, without making the 
leaſt Halt; and in the Morning, when he opened 
the Baſket, in which he carried him, this pretty 
Infant ſmiled, as he was uſed to do at his Mo- 
ther. Oh! poor Prince, (ſaid the Man) how un- 
© happy is thy Fate, to ſerve, alas! tor Food to 
© fome hungry Lion? Why did the Prince, thy 
© Brother, make Choice of me, to be aſſiſting to 
© thy Deſtruction?' Then he ſhut the Baſket a- 
gain, that he might not behold an Object ſo wor- 
thy his Pity ; but upon the Child's crying, who 
had not had the Breaſt all Night, to quiet it, he 
ee ſome Figs, and put into its Mouth, and 
fo carried it all that Day: And the Night following, 
arrived at a vaſt Foreſt, which he would not enter 
then, for fear of being devoured himſelt, but ſtayed 
till the Morning; when advancing in the Foreſt, 
which was ſo large he could ſee no End, he per- 
ceived a Place where the Trees ſtood very thick, 
and a Rock in the midſt of then, that brauched 
out in ſeveral Points. This Place, (ſaid he) muſt 
„certainly be a Retreat to the wild Beaſts ;. here 
„IJ muſt leave the Child, fince it is not in my 
FPower to ſave it.“ Then approaching towards the 
Rock, he ſaw a large Eagle fly ing about, as if ſhe 
had young ones; and looking further, found her 
Neſt in the Bottom of a Kind of Grotto: Thereupon 


undreſling the Child, he laid it in the midſt of three 


young Eagles in the Neſt, which was well ſhel- 
tered from the Weather, and difficult and hazar- 
dous, to get to, by reaſon of the Briars it was ſur- 


rounded with, and its being ſo nigh a Precipice. 


Then leaving this young Prince and ſeeing the 
Eagle fly to her Neſt, he fighing, ſaid, * Alas! 


poor Infant, thy fate 1s accompliſhed, thou ſeryeſt 


* that 


only in Expectation of hearing ſome ; 


7 
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* that Bird of Prey to feed her Young with.“ And 
afterwards returned to his Maſter and aſſured him 
his Brother was no more. For which News, the 
barbarous Prince embraced his faithful Agent, and 
reſented him with a fine Diamond Ring, aſſuring 
im, he ſhould be Captain of his Guards, when he 
was King. a. 
But to return to the Eagle: When ſhe came to 
her Neſt, ſhe was ſomewhat ſurprized to find this 
new Gueſt there; however, ſhe exerciſe] the Rights 
of Hoſpitality, more than ſome. People would do: 
She put him next her Neſtling, covered him with 
he: Wings, took care of him, and whatever en- 
gaged ner in his Favour, went and provided the 
molt nouriſhing Fruit, which ſhe ſqueezed with her 


; Bill into his Mouth; and, in ſhort, made him an 


excellent Nurſe, When tie young Eagles were 
fledged, they left their Neſt ſolely to the Prince, 
who nevertheleſs was not abandoned by the old one, 
which fed him ſtill with the choiceſt Fruits; and 


by ſome Fore-fight, fearing, leſt he getting out, 
"ſhould fall down the Precipice, removed him to 


another Place, which was upon an high Rock, 
where he was moſt ſecure. Love, who 1s always 
painted moſt beautiful, was not more perfect than 
this young Prince; the Heats of the Sun could not 


prejudice his Complexion, © which exceeded the 


Lilies and Roſes; his Features were more regular 


than the beſt Painters could imagine; his Hair 


Teached down to his Shoulders, his Mien was ma- 
jeſtic: In ſhort, nothing could be more noble. 
But the Eagle having Young ones again, ſhe made 
ſuch Havock among all the neighbouring Flocks, 


that the Shepherds, loſing every now and then a 
Lamb; reſolved to diſcover her Neſt: And to that 


end, agreed to watch her; which they did for 


a long Time: When one Day, they obſerved, ſhe ' 


lighted upon this Rock, which the moſt hardy of 


H 3 them” 
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them reſolved to climb ; though the Attempt was 
very dangerous, yet it anſwered their Expectation. 
They diſcovered the Neſt, and found in it, two 
young Eagles, and this young Prince, who was 
about four Years old. Their Amazement at the 
Sight of him was inexpreſſible; and they could not 
tell what to imagine at ſuch an extraordinary 
Thing. However, they tore the Neſt in Pieces, and 
carried away the young Prince, and the two Eagles. 
The Eagle hearing their Cries, came furiouſly to- 
wards them, and had made theſe Raviſhers feel 
the Effects of her Reſentment, had not one of the 
Shepherds killed her with an Arrow he let fly at 
her. 'The young Prince ſeeing his Nurſe fall, cried 
and wept bitterly : And the Shepherds, overjoyed 
with what they had done, returned to their Ham- 
let, where they were to perform the next Day 
a cryel Ceremony: the Cauſe of which was as 
follows. . . * N 
This Country had ſerved a long Time for a Re- 
treat of the Ogri, (who were a larger fort of Men, 
and great Eaters of human Fleſh) and not liking 
ſuch Cons Neighbours, had endeavoured, but 
with ill Sueceſs, to drive them away. The Oęri, 
enraged at the Hatred they bore them, redoubled 
their Cruelties, and devoured all that came to their 
Hands. When one Day, as the Shepherds, were 
aſſembled together, to deliberate on what they ſhould 
do, there appeared in the midſt of them, a Man of 
à prodigious Size, the lower Part of whoſe Body 
was like a Goat, covered with a blue Shag: On his 
Shoulder he carried a great Club, and on his Left- 
Arm a Buckler. Shepherds, (ſaid he) 1 am the 
blue Centaur; if you will give me every three 
« Years a Child, I Promiſe to bring an hundred of 
my Brothers, and drive the Ogrs away.“ The 
Shepherds made ſome Difficulty to engage them- 
ſelyes in ſo cruel an Agreement; till the . 
. 8 m 
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them ſaid, © What, my Friends, is it not better 
for us to give ane to preſerve ſo many, ſince the 
Ogi neither ſpare Men, Women, nor Children; 

. * therefore let us net refuſe he Centaur's Offer.” 
They all by this Argument conſented, and ſwore 
the. Centaur ſhould have a Child every third Year. 
Aſter that he went away, and returned as he pro- 
miſled, with has Brothers, who were all as monſtrous 
as himſelf. The Qgrs were no leſs brave than 
cruel; they fought ſeveral battles with great Ob- 
ſtinacy, wherein the Centaurs were always vic- 
torious, and fo ced them at laſt to y The blue 
Centaur demanded kis Recompenee, which every 
one allo ed to be jaſt; but when they come to de- 
I: Zzer up the promiſed Iatant, there was no Family 
could think ot partiag with ane of theirs, and the 
Mothers hid all their Children. The Centaur, 
who could not bear to be jeſted with, after having 
waited twice four and twenty Hours, told the 
Shepherds, that he expected as many Children as 
they made him wait Days; inſomuch, that their 
Delays coft them fix Boys and as many Girls; but 
fince that Time they have regulated this Affair, 
and every third Year make a ſolemn Fetival, to 
deliver their iſed Infant to the Centaur, 
It happened that the Day wheieon the Prince was 
found, was the Day before this l ribute was to be 
Paid ; and though there was a Child provided, it 
muſt eaſily be thought that the Shepherds would 
deliver this Prince ia its ſtead. The Mother of 
the other, freed by this Means from all the Horrors 
ſhe muſt neceſſarily lie under in Apprehenſions of 
the Death of her Child, was tranſported with Joy. 
And as ſhe was obliged to dreſs him, ſhe combed 
his fine Locks, put him on a Garland of whi e and 
red Roſes, wrapped him up in a fine wiite Cloth, 
which ſhe girt about him with Flowers. Thus ad- 
juſted, he walked at the Head of a great many 
H 4 Children 
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Children that were to attend him; but J may ſay, 
it was with an Air of fo much Grandeur, and State, 


as ſeemed as if all the Shepherds made this Proceſ- 


ſion only to divert Him, fo little was his Dread: 
which drew Tears from many, who ſaid, it was 
Pity that beautiful Child ſhould go to be devoured, 
and wiſhed it was in their Power to fave him; but 
that was impoſſible. The Centaur was uſed to ap- 
peek on the Top of a Rock, with his Club in one 

and, and his Buckler in the other, and with a 
terrible Voice to cry out to the Shepherds, Leave 
me my Prey, and retire,* This Time, as ſoon 


- 


as he perceived the Child, he roared out in a dread- 


ful Voice, This will be the beſt Meal I have ever 
made in my Life; this Boy will be a delicious 
Morſel.“ Which made the Shepherds and Shep- 
herdeſſes weep, and ſay, © How unhappy is this 


Child to have aſcaped (which was a Prodigy) the 


© Eagles's Talon's, to be Food for this cruel Mon- 


fter!* And among the reſt an old Shepherd, 


taking him in his Arms, kiſſed him often and ſaid, 
© Though I know thee not, dear Babe, I am ſen- 
© ſible I have ſeen too much of thee fer my Repoſe. 
„Why muſt I be aſſiſting at thy Funeral? And 
* why was Fortune ſo cruel to preferve thee for 
© this horrible End ? While he was moiſtening 
the Prince's roſy Cheeks with his Tears, this in- 
nocent Babe put his Hands into his grey Hairs, 
and ſmiling upon him, inſpired him with more 
Pity, that he ſeemed loth to advance. Where- 
upon the hungry Giant cried out, Make hafte ; 
* if ycu make me come down I ſhall devour an 
„hundred of you. And indeed was ſo impatient, 
that he roſe up, and made a flouriſh with his 


Club; when, all on a ſudden, there appeared in 


the Air a great Globe of Fire, incircled with a blue 


Cloud. Every body was attentive to ſuch an ex- 
tracrdinary Sight; the Globe and Cloud approached 


them 
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them by Degrees; and when nigh the Earth, opened 


and there came out a Chariot of Diamonds, drawn 
by fix Swans, in which ſat a beautiful Lady dreſſed 
like an Amazon, with an Helmet on her Head of 
pure Gold, on which was a Pluine of white Fea- 


thers; and her Viſor, which was raiſed up, diſco- 
vered Ryes as bright as the Sun: Her Body was 
armed with a rich - Cuiraſs, and in her Hand ſhe 


held a Spear of Fire. What, Shepherds (ſaid ſhe) 
are you lo inhuman, to give this lovely Babe to that 
*, cruel Centaur? It is now Time to free you from 
* your Promiſe; Juſtice and Reaſon both oppoſe ſuch 
a — Cuſtoms: Fear not the Return of the 
« Ogri; I will ſecure you; I am the Fairy Amazona, 
and from this Moment will take you under my Pro- 
* tetion.* © Ah! Madam, (cried the Shepherds 


and Shepherdeſſes, holding up their Hands) this is 


the greateſt Happineſs that can befal us. And 
were ſaying a great deal 1 when the furious 
Centaur defied her to the Combat; in which he 
was burnt to Death by the Fire of her Spear, and 
fell with as much Noiſe as if a Morntain had been 
overturned; that the She] h-rds frightened there- 


with, hid themſelves in Caves that were under the 


Rocks, from whence they could ſee all that paſt. 

It was thither the wiſe Shepherd fled with the 
little Prince in his Arms, as much concerned for 
the Child, as himſelf and Family. After the Death 


of the Centaur, the Fairy Amazonatook a Tru 5 


and ſounded ſo me.odiouſly with it, that the fick | 
Perſons who heard it, recovered their former Health, 
and- thole who were well, conceived a ſecret ] 

which they could not expreſs. At laſt, when al 
the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes were aſſembled 
together. at the Sound ot the harmonious Trumpet, 
the Fairy Amazone advanced towards them in her 
Diamond Chariot, rolling within three Yards of the 
Ground, on a Cloud as clear as Chriſtal. The old 


Hs Shepherd 
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Shepherd, whoſe Name was Sublimus, appeared with 
the little Prince clinging about his Neck: Come 
C ends 1 ({atd the Fairy) fear nothing, 
N = here for the future, and you 


| * f 1 fy hex you have fought ſo much 


.* after; but give me that Child whoſe Adventures 
4 are fo extraordinary. The old Man, after making 
a low. Bow, held out his Arms, and put the Prince 
in hers; who, when ſhe had him, eareſſed and em- 
brated him a thouſand Times, ſetting him on her 
nees, and talking to him; who, though he umler- 
no Language, yet by Accents and Signs he 
could expreſs Joy and Grief; for he had never 
= Ge ba y Perſon ipe peak before. - Bs was ſo — 
wit airy's ht Arms, that get 3 
Knees to — 4 . from the Head. —— 
Wards, and to touch it; the Fairy ſmiled and ſaid, 
though he eould not underſtand her, When my Boy, 


0 you are fit to wear ſuch Armour, you not 


want,“ And then returning him back tu the 
Shepherd, after having kiſſed him tenderly, © Wite 
7 old Man (faid ſhe) you are no Stranger to me, 
* r afe to take cate of this Child ; learn bim 
ſpiſe the Grandeur of the World, and be 

7 SD the Strokes of adverſe Fortune, though he 
7 2 be — 3's a ſplendid one: Bus I hold it bet- 
1 powerful. The pmels 8 
4 no = 4 — ontward Greatneſs, 
* {bt in dons; and the geatett rs to: knew our - 
yes, to limit our Deſtres, to be as well eonten- 

"4 ted with. a moderate Competency, as with the 


2 * N Riches; to ſearch after the Eſteem of 


le of Merit, io deſpiſe none, and be 
to quit this miſevable Life wirhout Regre 


* 7 any tb am [ thinking of venerable Sheyhiee! | 
* Iam telling, you Things which you know as well 


as myſelf; bat then I mention them riot fo much 


« for yourlelf, as for the other me n. 
well, 
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well, Shepherds, call me when you want me 3 
this ſame Spear, and this ſame Hand, which put 
an end to the Life of the blue Centaur, * al- 
ways be ready to proted you. 

Sutlimus, and thoſe who were with him, were ſo 
contounded, and at the ſame Time overjoyed, that 
they could return no Anſwer to the obliging Words 
of the Fairy ; but proſtrated themſelves b ber, 
while the Globe of Fire, riſing by Degrees, aſcend - 
ed to the middle Region of the Air, — was ſeen 
ng more. The fearfal Shepherds at firſt durſt not 
approach the Centaur, though dead; till teflecting 
better on it, they at length reſolved to raiſe a fa- 
neral Pile to reduce him to aſhes; leſt his Brothers 
might be inſormed of what had happened, and 
ſhould come to revenge his Death. 

Sublimpxs carried the little Prince to has Hut ; his 
Wite being fick, his two Daughters had not been 
able to leave her to attend the Ceremony. Here 
* Shepherdeſs, (ſays he) here's a Child beloved by 
* the Geds, and protetied by the Fairy Amazons 3 
* we muſt look upon him, for the Time to come, as 
give. um an Education that ma rod 

The Wife was pleaſed 

the Prefent 3 and taking the Prince upon the Bed, 
ſaick I will kim up, and ch him in hiv 
© Infancy, but maiticave the Part of his Education 

© to yauttelf.* The end told her that was all 
: — and ſo ict im with her. The two 
Daughters ran preſently to ſee their new Brother, 
were charmed with his i te Beauty, and 
the Graces that aderned his little Body ; and from 
that Monient to learn ham to talk, Never 
was Wit mate — and lively; he comprehen« 
ded Thing with an Eafe that amazed all the 
; and iu a ſhort Time was fit to take 
of the old Shephertl himſelf, who was ca- 
panes of giving As 7 Maha: was excellent, = 
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Provided by the ſame Soldier, and laid ready for 
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| had been King of a flofriſhing Nation, but by the 


Intrigues of his Miniſters with an Uſurper, his 
Neighbour and Enemy, had been ſurprized with 
all his Family, and made a Priſoner in a ſtrong 
Fortreſs, there to end his Days in Miſery. 

So ſudden and unexpected a Change was not able 
to ſhock the Virtue of the King and Queen in the 


" leaſt; they bore all the Outrages of the Tyrant 


with an unparalleled Conſtancy and Firmneſs of 
Mind. The Queen who was big with Child when 


| theſe Misfortunes came upon them, was brought to 
bed of a Daughter, which ſhe. was obliged to nurſe 


herſelf, as well as to take care of her two others, 
who partook as much of their Troubles as their 


Age would admit. The King after three Vears 


Confinement, gained one of his Guards, who pro- 
miſed to bring him a Boat under the Window of 
the Room he was impriſoned in, to croſs the Lake, 
which this Fortreſs ſtood in the midit of; and pro- 
vided him Files to cut the Iron-Bars with, and 
Cords to let themſelves down by. They made 
choice of a dark. Night, and did all without any 
Noiſe; and by the: Aiſtance of this Soldier, flid 
down by. the Rope. The King went firſt, then the 
two Children, after them the Queen, and after hex 
the little Babe in a Baſket: But, alas! the Knot 
whereby it was faſtened flipping; they heard her fall 
in the Lake: The Queen had ſhe not ſwooned; 
would certainly have alarmed the Garriſon with het 
_ Cries and Complaints. The King grieved at this 
Accident, and ſought for her as much as the Dark- 
neſs of the Night would let him, and found the 
Baſket, but none of the Princeſs;: ſo that giving 
her up for loſt, he o²˙ ed away as faſt. asshe was 
able, with the reſt of his Family; and when td 
came to the other Side ſuund Horſes, which w 


them. to go where they plea let. 
ru # | : 4 0 * : During 
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During their Confinement, the King and Queea 
had Time to moralize and reflect, that the greateſt 
Beflings this Life affords were but imall, when 
juſtly weighed ; which, together with the new Mis- 
tortune of loſing their little Daughter, made them 
reſolve not to retire to any neighbouring Prince or 
Ally, to whom they might be chargeable, but toſettle 
in ſome fertile and pleaſant Plain; there to change 
the Sceptre for- a Shepherds Crook, and buy a 
Flock of Sheep. And having pitched on this Coun- 
try, they built a pretty Cottage, which was ſhel- 
tered from the Weather by the Mountains that 
were behind it, and rendered pleaſant by a pretty 
Brook that ran before it. Here they * mace 
Tranquillity than upon their Throne. There were 
none that envyed their Poverty; they feared no 
Traitors nor Flatterers, and paſſed their Days free 
from Trouble. The King would often ſay, Ah 
+ how happy might Men be, could they cute theme 
* ſelves of Ambition! I have been a King, but 
no prefer my Cottage before the Palace, wherein 
L once reigned,” + Under this great Philoſopher 
this young Prince, ignorant of his Maſter's Rank, 
received his Education, while the Maſter was no 
better informed of his Pupil's; but his Diſpofitions 
were ſo noble, that he could not believe him of 
mean Birth. He obſerved with Pleaſure, that he 
always put himſelf at the Head of his Companions, 
and with an Air of Superiority, drew Reſpect from 
them; he was continually forming Armies, building 
Forts, and attacking them, and whenever his 
Father (as we muſt call him) took him along with 
him a Hunting, would face the greateſt Dangers, 
All zheſe Things perſuaded him,” that he was born 
to command: till he arrives at fifteen Years a 


Age] let us leave him to us Studies, and return 
to his Father w Court.. 
1. | 
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The crook-backed Prince, ſeeing that his Father 


grew very old, ſhewed little Regard to hin, and 


grew ſo impatient to wear his Crown, that to di- 
vert himſelf, and not to lie idle, he aſked the King 


for an Army, t go and conquer a neighbouring 


Kingdom, whoſe Factions invited him. The King 
conſezited, on Condition that he would ſign an In- 
ſtrament to all the Lords of the Kingdom, ſignify- 
ing, that if ever the young Prince returned, and 
that tney were well aſſured it was him, by the 
Arrow on his Arm, to reſign the Crown to him. 
The Prince feemed very ready, being aſſured of 
his Brother's Death, and thinking he hazarded no- 
thing, but at the lame Time valued himſelf very 


much upon this Piece of Compliance. When this 


was done, and regiſtered zn the proper Courts, and 
the Inſtrament itſelf laid up in the Treaſury, the 
King raiſed a gallant Army, which the Prince after 
taking his Leave of him, put himſelf at the Head 


of; and, after ſeveral Battles; killed the King his 


Enemy, with his own Hand, took the Capital Ci- 


ty, and having left a Garriſon and Governor in it, 


returned home to his Father, t6 whom he prefented 
2 Priaceſs, called Carpitlert, whom he had 
taken Captive, She was as heautiſul as Nature could 
Form, or Imagination repreſent. The King, at the 
ft Sight of her, was charmed; and the crooked 
Prince whd had beheld het often, was ſo much in 


Loe wn ber, that he could nt reſti She hated him 


as much as he loved her;; for as he always uſed het 
as his Slave, her Heart was fo fet againũ him, and. 


nis Manner of Addreſs, that ſb did what ſhe poſ- 


ny rr vn of ; 3 
W ing ippemitct her an Apartment in 

Palace, 2 
ſenſible of the Mivfertunes of fo young and bean- 


tiful a Princeſs, And when the crooked Priner 
aſked his Conſent to marry her, the replied, — — 5 
* # . | ; . te » 
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ſented, provided ſhe had no Reluctancy; but that 
he thought, when he was nigh her, ſhe ſeemed 
melancholy ; * ”['ts becauſe ſhe loves me, (anſwered 
the Prince) and dares not diſcover it, and the 
« Conſtraint ſhe puts upon herſelf occaſions it; but 
© as ſoon as ſhe ſhall be my Wife, you ſhall ſee ſhe 
will be pleaſed.” * I would believe fo, (ſaid the 
© King) but don't you flatter yourſelf a little too 
0 — ?? The Prince, angry at theſe his Father's 
Doubts, went and told the Princeſs, that ſhe was 
the Cauſe that the King ſhewed a more than uſual 
Severity in his Behaviour towards him. Upon 
which he ſuſpected he might love her, and there- 
fore deſired her to tell him fincerely, which of 
them ſhe approved beſt of, aſſuring her, that pro- 
vided ſhe reigned, he ſhould be content. This he 
ſaid only to know her Sentiments, and not with 
any Intent of changing his. The young Carpillona, 
who was not ſo experienced, as to know that moſt 
Lovers are Diſſemblers, gave into the Deceit, and 
ſaid ; © I muſt own, Sir, that was I my own Mif- 
treſs, I would neither make Choice of the King 
nor yGarſe}f ; but fince my bad Fortune impoſes 
* this hard Necefitty dpon me, I muſt tell you, the 
King.“ And why? (anſwered he with fome Vio- 
+ lence) beraaſe [added ſne) he is more mild than you, 
+ reigns at this Time, and will not live ſo long. 
„Ha, ba! (eried he) you od be left Queen-Dowa- 
ger iti @ ſhove Time: bur ſari felf you ſha{l 
not: The King has no Thoaphts ef you; tis only 
I that do ye that Honour which is much more 
_ « thaci you defefve; for your Inpraticude is im- 
* treenſe ; bat were it a thoufand tines more than 
it ia, you ſtrtoatd be wy Wife.” The Princeſs Ca- 
coiſceived, but formeiphar tos lats, than It 

way da to ſpeale one's 'Fhd z add} to 
mate amiends foy what ſhe had ſo unwvarily aid, 

roplied gam I only aſe tits Sirkthagern worry 
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your Seatiments; and I am very glad that you 
* love me ſo well, to withſtand my affected Seve- 
* Titles, I eſteem you already; endeayour, Sir, to 
make me love you.“ The Prince bowed, and be- 
lieved what ſhe ſaid to be Truth ; Men being 
generally great Fools when in Love, andtoo apt to 
Hatter themſelves. Carpillona by this Means, made 
him as mild as a Lamb; and he went away ſmil- 
ing, and ſqueezed her Hand ſo hard, ſhe thought 
he had broke it, 

As on as he was gone, ſhe ran into the King's 
Apartment, and caſting herſelf at his Feet, ſaid, 
Secur me, Sir, from the greateſt of all Misfor- 
© tunes: The Prince would marry me, and I muſt 
« confeſs he is odious to me; be not ſo unjuſt as 
he is. My Rank, my Youth, and the Misfortunes 
of my Family, deferve the Pity of fo great a 
King.“ Fair Princeſs (ſaid the King) I am not 
ſurprized, that my Son loves you, none that be- 
hold you can avoid it; but I ſhall not forgive 
him the Want of RefpeR he owes you.“ Ah! 
Sir (replied ſhe) he looks upon me as his Priſoner, 
and treats me like a Slave.) It was with my Ar- 
my (anſwered the King) that he vanquiſhed the 
King your Father, and if you are a Captive, you 
are mine, and I give you your Liberty; and am 
happy, that my advanced Age, and grey Hairs 
ſecure me from being your Slave.“ grate. 


ful Princeſs returned the King a thouſand Thanks, 
and retired with her Women, 648 


In the mean Time the Prince, having been in- 
formed of what paſſed, reſented it very much; but 


his Rage was worked up to the higheſt Pitch, when 


the King forbid him to think any more of the 


-Princeſs : Telling him that after all the Services 


he had offered her, ſhe could not love him. What 

„ (anſwered he) ſhall I labour all my Days to no 

Purpoſe ? I love not to loſe my Time after ſuch a 
8 5 Manner.“ 


— 
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Manner.“ I am ſorry you ſhould, (ſaid the 
King, but it muſt ER 
* (ſaid the Prince, in an inſolent Manner, and 
0 going out of the Room) do you think to take my 
« Priſoner from me? I'll loſe my Life firſt.” She 
you call your Priſoner (ſaid the enraged King) 
« was mine, and now is free; I have made her 
* Miſtreſs of herſelf,” and not to depend on your 
Caprice.“ So ſmart a Converſation had gone 
further, had not the Prince retired, who from that 
Moment conceived a Deſire of taking Poſſeſſion of 
the Crown and Princeſs. He had gained the Hearts 
of che Soldiers, and ill deſigning People were afliſt- 
ing to his Ambition, that the Xing at laſt was in- 
formed of his Intentions of dethroning him ; and 
knowing him to have the Army on his Side, was 
| forced to take the mildeſt Meaſures. He ſent for 
the Prince, and ſaid to him; © Is it ble that 


you ſhould be ſo ungrateful, as to take from me. 


my Crown, and ſet it upon your own Head, 


© © fince you ſee I am ſo nigh my End? Have I not 


© had Misfortunes endugh already, by loſing a 
© Wife and Son? Indeed I have oppoſed your De- 
* figns upon the Princeſs Carpillona, but as much 
* for your ſake as hers: for how can you be happy 
with a Perſon that does not love you? but ſince 


you will run the riſque of it, I conſent you ſhall. 


* marry her; but let me have ſome Time to talk 


to her to prepare her for it. | 
The Prince, who wiſhed more for the Princeſs 
than the Kingdom, (for he had that which he lately 
conquered) told the King, That he was not fo de- 
ſirous of reigning as he believed, ſince he had 
ſigned an AQ, whereby he diſinherited himſelf, in 
caſe his Brother returned, and ſo ſhould reſt ſatisfied, 
1 might marry Carpillana. The King em- 
raced him, and went to the Princeſs, who was 
always with her Governeſs in cruel Alarms, * 


„We ſhall ſee that, 


— — — — — 2 
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ſhe had then carried into her Cloſet; and crying 
bitterly, ſaid, Should it be poſlible, that after all 
the Promiſes the King has made me, he ſhould 
be ſo cruel as to ſacrifice me te his Crook-backed 
Son, the Day of my Nuptials would be the laſt 
F ſhall breathe ; ſince I am more diſpleaſed with 
* the ill Qualities of his Heart, than the Deformity 
* of his Body. Alas! my dear Princeſy, (replied 
the Governeſe) you know undoubtedly, that the 
Daughters of the greateſt Kings are always made 
Victims to the State; they never conſult their 
Inclination, nor whether the Prince that is to 
eſpouſe them be handſome or deformed. And juſt 
as Carpiilena was about to reply, ſhe was told that 
the King waited for her in her Chamber. As ſoon 
as ihe fer her Eyes on him, ſhe knew what he 
came about, having a great Penetation ; and cried 
out, * Alas | what have you to tell me?” Fair 
Princeſs (faid he) look not on your Marriage with 
my Sen as a Misfortune, but conſent willingly ; 
- * the Violence that he commits, in regard to your 
.* Sentaments for him, ſhews but the Ardour of his 
© own: And if ho love i you not, he might fiad more 
© Princeſſes, who would be glad fo partake with 
him a Grown, which he is already in Poſſeſhon 
7 of, beſides that which he will have after my 
Death. Your Diſdain and Contempt have not 
been able to diſmay him, and you has to be- 
© lieve that he will forget nothing to pleaſe you.“ 
© Iflattered myſelf (replicd ſhs) to have — a Pro- 
tectot in you, but my Hopes are deceived: You 
abandon me, but the juſt Gods will not.” If you 
knew butall I have done (replied he) to preveat 
this Marriage, you would be convinced of my 
Friendſhip. Alas! Heaven bleſted me with a 
Son who was nurſed by his own Mother ; but he 
. was ſtole away one Night, and a Cat put in his 
Place, which bit the Queen ſo cruelly, ay 
$3.4 8 - 18 
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died of it. If that lovely Child had not been ta- 
© ken from me, he would have been now a Com- 
fort for me in my old Age; my Subjects would 
© have feared him, and I might have offered you my 
«© Crown with him. This Son would not then have 
carried Things ſo high as now, but would have 
© thought himſeif happy to live at Court.“ I am 
then the Cauſe of what has befallen you, (anſwered 
ſhe) ſince he would have been fo ſerviceable to 
me, look upon me as the guilty Wretch, and 
think of puniſhing me, rather than marrying me.“ 
©. You was not then capable, fair Princeſs (ſaid he) 
© of doing Good or Harm: I accuſe you not of my 
*. Mi:fortunes ; but if you would not augment them, 
prepare yourſelf to receive my Son: For he is too 
powerful here, and may act ſome tragic Scene.“ 
The King ſeeing ſhe returned no other Anſwer, 
but was all in Tears, left her; and knowing the 
Prince would be impatient, went and him 
that the Princeſs had given her Conſent, and bid 
him make every Thing ready againſt the Solemni- 
zation of the Marriage. The Prince, tranſported 
with Joy, thanked the King, and imediately ſent 
for Jewellers, and all Sorts of Tradeſmen, and be- 
ſpoke all the fineſt Things immaginable ; and then 
ſent ſeveral rich Preſents of Jewels, &c. which 
ſhe received with all Appearance of Joy. After- 
wards he paid her a Viſit himſelf, and among other 
Things ſaid, « Was you not very much in the 
© Wrong, Madam, to refuſe the Honour I would | 
* do you, fince I am not diſagreeable in my Per- 
« ſon, and the World ſays J have Wit; beſides, you 
© ſhall have the fineſt Diamonds, and wear the 
* richeſt Clothes of any Queen in the World,“ The 
Princeſs anſwered coldly, That the Misfortunes of 
her Family would not permit her io drels like other 
Princeſſes, and defired lim not to makeſo great 


Preſents. * You are in the right, (ſaid he) not 
5 | 92 4 to 
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to dreſs youſelf, if I do not give you leave; but 


you mult think of Pleafing me: Every Thing will 


be ready for our Marriage within four Days; di- 
vert yourſelf till then, and command here fince 
you are abſolute Miſtreſs.” And after that left 


No ſooner, was he gone, but ſhe ſhut herſelf up 
w-ta her governeſs, and told her ſhe might chule 
whether ſhe would find her the Means of eſcaping, 
or hoe of killing herſelf on the Wedding Day. 


After the Governeſs had reprefented to her the 
Impoſibility of getting away, and the Weakneſs 


ſhe mewed, by killing herſelf, to avoid the Mis- 
lortunes of this Life; ſhe endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her, that Virtue might contribute to het 
Tranquillity, and that without having an entire 


Love for the Prince, the might eftcem him enough 


to live happy with him. Carpillona could not yield 
to any of theſe Remonſtrances ; but told her, that 
till then ſhe made account ſhe had fome Value for 
her, but that now ſhe was ſenfible how much it 


was; and that if all the World ſhould fail her, ſhe 
would not be man, to herſelf ; and that dangerous 


Diſeaies muſt have dangerous Remedies. After this 
ſhe opened the Window, and looking ſome Time 
out of it, her Governeſs, who feared ſhe deſigned” 
to throw herſelf out, tell on her Enees, and look- 


ing tenderly at her, ſaid, © Alas! Madam, what 


„ would you have me do? I will obey vou, though 


it ſhould coſt me my Life.” The Princeſs em- 
braced her, and deſired her to buy her a Shep- 
berdeſs's Dreſs, and a Cow, and not amuſe herſelf 


with perſuading her from her Deſign, fince it would 
be to no Purpoſe, and only lofing Time; and not 
only that, but to dreſs up a Figure, and lay it ta 
her Bed, and ſay ſhe was ill. You know, Madam, 
© ({aid tne poor Governeſs) the Danger to which I 


© expoſe myſelf; the Prince, without doubt wil 


s -— * know 
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© know that I aſſiſted you, he will make uſe of a 
© thouſand Torments to make me confeſs: And then 
judge if my Love is not great. The Princeſs, 
very much confounded, made anſwer, That ſhe 
ſhould go away herſelf two Days after, and that it 
would be eaſy to impoſe upon the World for that 
ſhort Time. In ſhort, they contrived it ſo well, that 
Carpillona had that Night both a Shepherdeſs's 
Habit and a Cow, and appeared as beautiful as the 
Queen of Love, when ſhe appeared with Jurs and 
Pallas in that Habit to Paris on Mount Ida. She 
ſet out by Moon-light, ſometimes leading her Cow, 
and ſometimes getting on her Back ; and if the 
leaſt Breath of Air but gently agitated the Leaves 
of the Trees, a Bird flew off her Neſt, or any 
Thing ſtirred, ſhe feared it might be Wolves or 
Thieves, 

Thus ſhe travelled all the Night, and would have 
done the next Day, but that her Cow ſtopped to 
graze in a pleaſant Mead; where the Princels, fa- 
tigued with the Weight of her Clothes and Skozs, 
ſat herſelf down on the Graſs by a purling Stream, 
and tied up her Hair, which had got out from un- 
der her Cap, and fell in flowing Rings on her 
Shoulders. She looked about, to ſee if ſhe might 
not be obſerved ; but for all her Precaution, ſhe 
was ſurprized by a Lady all in Armour, who, ta- 
king off her Head-piece, which was Gold, adorned 
with Diamonds, ſazd, © Shepherdeſs, I am = 
and weary, will you give me ſome Milk to quenc 
* my Thirſt?” With all my Heart, Madam, (ſaid 
* Carpillona, if I had any Thing to put it in. 1 
* have here a China Diſh; (ſaid the armed Lady) 


take that.“ But the poor Princeſs not knowing how 
to ſtroke the Teat; What, (ſaid the Lady) is our 
Cow dry, or do you not know. how to milk her ?? 
Herenpon the Princeſs, aihamed to appear fo auk- 
ward before ſuch an extraordinary Perſon, fell a 


crying, 
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crying, and replied; © I muſt own, Madam, for 


che {mall Time I have been a Shepherdeſs it has 
© been my Buſineſs to feed my Cow ; my Mother 
does all the reſt.. Then you have a Mother, 
(continued the Lady) and pray what does ſhe do?” 
She is a Farmer,” (ſaid Carpillona) What, hard 
© by? (ſaid the Lady again.) Yes,' (replied the 
Princeſe) Really (ſaid ſhe) I have a youu Aﬀec» 

© tion for her upon your Account and will go to 
c ſee her; lead me to her. Carpillona was at a 
ſtand what Anſwer to make, ſhe was unuſed to lye, 
and knew not that the talked to a Fairy: She looked 
down, ker Colour come into her Face, and at laſt 
the ſaid, When ence I come abroad, I never re- 
turn till Night; therefore I deſire you, Madam, 
not to make my Mother angry with me.“ Ah! 
© Princeſs, Princeſs (ſaid the Fairy) you cannot 
« ſupport a Lye, nor act the Perſon you pretend to 

be, without my Aſſiſtance, Here take this Noſe - 
gay of Gilliflowers, and be aſſured that while 
you have it the Crook-backed Prince, from whom 
you fly, willneyer know you; and remember, when 
© you come to the great Foreſt, to inform yourſelf 
of them whereabout the Shepherd Sablimus has 
his Abode. Tell hiza that you come from the 
« Fairy Amaxoza, who defires him to receive you 
„as his Daughter. Farewel, Carpillona, I have 
been your Friend a hong Time.“ Alas! Ma- 
dam, cried the Princeſs, do you love me, and 
can you abandon me, when [ ſtand fo much in 
© need of your Aſſiſtanee ? The Noſegay will 
not fail you, 22 my Time is preci- 

* ous, and I muſt leave yon to compleat your Peſ- 
« tiny.” And as ſhe uttered theſe Words, diſ- 
appeared. 

' Carpillona was ready to die with Fear, but reeo- 
vering herſelf, continued on her Way, though igno- 
rant of the Road chat led to the great Foreſt; 

thinking 
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thinking to herſelf, that this able Fairy would con- 


duct her thither, and always kept the Noſega 
in her Hand, whether ſhe Load Tin or — 


But at laſt, her Feet were fo chafed and fore, that 
ſhe was freed to lie down pnder the Shade of 
fome Trees; where ſhe reflected often, and with 
no ſmall Uneaſineſs, on her poor Governeſs, of 
whoſe Zeal and Fidelity there are but few Exam- 
les. She dreſſed up a Figure, as the Princeſs 
d ordered her, went always very foftly into her 
Room, as ſhe ſaid, for fear of diſturbing her, and 
ſcolded at the leaſt Noiſe. that ever was made. The 


King, when he was told of the Princeſs's being 


fick, was not at all ſurprized, attributing it to her 
Grief, and the Violence offered: But as ſoon as 
the Prince was informed of this ill News, his Cha- 
rin was inconceiveable ; he would ſee her, but the 
verneſs, with much ado prevented him. Then 

he aſked that his Phyſician might; but ſhe told 
him, it would be the Means to kill her, for ſhe 
hated all Phyſicians and their Remedies; but withal, 
bid him not be frightened, telling him, it was 
only a Dizzineſs of her Head, and that ſhe would 
be well, after three or four Days Reſt : By which 
Means ſhe put a Stop to any further Importunities. 
When one Night, when ſhe was = aring for her 
Flight, ſhe heard him knock at the Door, as if he 


would break it down; and what induced him te 


this Vialence, was an Information he had had of 
the Matter from the other Women ; who per- 
ceiviiſy the Deceit, and fearing fome- Puniſhment 
might fall to their Share, went and told him pre- 
ſently. The Exceſs of his Rage cannot be ex- 
preſſed: He ran to the King, thinking he was not 
ignorant of it, but found by the Surprize he read 
in his Face himfelf to be miſtaken. As ſoon as he 
ſaw the poor Governeſs, he ſaid to her, — 
hold of her Hair; Give me my-Carpillena, or I'! 
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tear out thy Heart." She made no Reply, bat 
with Tears; and proſtrating herſelf at his Knees, 
conjured him, but all in vain, to hear her. He 
caſt her into a deep Dungeon, and had 1185 her to 


ing, who 


was as good as his Son was wicked, obliged him 


to let her live in that frightful Priſon. 

This amorous and violent Prince, ordered, that 
the Princeſs ſhould be purſued both by Sea and- 
Land; and to that End, left the Court himſelf, and 
ran about like a mad Man. When one Day, as 
Carpillna was ſat with her Cow under a large 
Rock, and the Weather being very tempeſtuous, 


ſhe remained trembling at the Thunder and Light- 


ning, when the crook-backed Prince came thither 
with his Attendance for Shelter, But, alas! when 
ſhe ſaw him ſo nigh her, ſhe was more frightened, 
than at the Thunder and Lightening : She held 
her Noſegay of Gilliflowers faſt with both her 
Hands; and remembering the Fairy ſaid, © Aban- 
© don me not, charming Amazona.” The Prince 
caſting his Eyes upon her, ſaid, What can you 
be afraid of, poor decriped old Wretch ? Where 


« would be the hurt if the Thunder ſhould kill thee, 


* fince thou haſt one Foot in the Grave already ? 
The young Princeſs was not leſs overjoyed than 
amazed, to hear him call her old: Without doubt, 
« (ſaid ſhe to herſelf,) my Noſegay works this 
« Wonder.* And that ſhe might , © no farther 
Converſation with him, ſhe pretended to be deaf, 
The Prince, finding ſhe could not hear, ſaid to 
his Confidant, who was never from him : © Now, 
if my Heart was a little more gay, I could ſet 
this old Creature upon the Top of the Rock, and 
have the Pleaſure of ſeeing her roll down and 
break her Neck.” © But, Sir, (replied this wicked 
Favourite, to divert you, I'll carry her up by 


force, and you ſhall ſee her Body bound like a 


Ball.“ 
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Ball.“ We have not now Time (ſaid he) we 
muſt continue our Search after this Ingrate, who 
« diſturbs the Repoſe of my Life.“ | IP 

As he made an end of theſe Words, he clapped , 
Spurs to his Horſe, and rid off. It is eaſy to judge 
of the Joy. of the Princeſs, who did not forget to 
thank the Fairy Amazona, whoſe Power ſhe was 
then ſenſible of. She purſued her Journey, and 
arrived at the Plain whereon the Shepherds of that 
Country built their Huts, which were all very 
pretty, each having a Garden and a Spring. The 
Valley of Tempe could not he more agreeable. The. 
Shepherdeſſes were for the , moſt part beautiful, 
and the Shepherds neglected nothing to pleaſe them. 
On all the Trees, Cyphers and Love Verſes were 
engraved. As ſoon as Carpillona appeared among 
them, they left their Flocks ; and, prepoſſeſſed witn 

her Beauty and majeſtic Air, advanced towards 
her; but what ſurprized them moſt, was the Mean- 
neſs of her Habit : For though they lived an inno- 
cent and ruftic 'Life, yet they pretended very 
much to a neat Adjuſtment of their Apparel. The 
Princeſs deſired them to thew her the Shepherd 
Sublimus's Cottage; which they did preſently : 
And there ſhe found the good old Man fat in the 
Valley with his Wife and Daughters, a little Brook 
running by them, which charmed with its gentle 
Murmurs ; he had ſome Reeds in his Hands, with 
which he was making a little Baſket to gather 
Fruit in; and his Wife was ſpinning, while his 
Daughters were angling in the Brook, 

When Carpillona firſt accoſted them, ſhe was ſen- 
ible of fo much Reſpe& and Tenderneſs, that ſhe 
was herielf ſurprized; and when they ſaw her, 
they were no leſs aſteced. I am, (taid ſhe, fa- 
luting them in an humble Manner, a poor Shep- 
herdeſs, and come from the Fairy Amazona, to 
oller you my Service, and hope, that upon her 


Account 
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Account you will receive me.“ Child, (faid 
the King, getting up, and returning her Salute 
in as civil a Manner, that great Fairy has Rea- 
ſon to believe that we have a perfect Honour for 
her; but you are welcome if you had no other 
Recommendation but your own Perſon.* Come 
hither pretty Maid, (ſaid the Queen, holding out 
her Hand) come, and let me kiſs you : I conceive 
a great Kindneſs for you, and could wiſh you 
would look upon me as your own Mother, and 
my Children as your Siſters.” Alas! my good 
Mother, (ſaid the Princeſs) I defire not that 
© Honour, it is enough for me to be your Shep- 
herdeſs, and tend your Flock.“ No, (replied 
the King) we are all equal here, you come with W B4 
too good a Recommendation for us to make any 
Difference between you and our Children; ſit 
5 down by us, and let your Cow feed with our 
© Sheep.* She made ſome Difficulty, perſiſting in, 
what ſhe. told them at firſt, that ſhe was come only 
to be their Servant ; but would have been very 
much embarraſſed if they had taken her at her 
Word : For indeed, by her Looks, ſhe ſeemed to 
be made more to command than to obey ; and it 
might be thought, that ſo great a Fairy would not 
proteR an ordinary Perſon. 
The Kifig and Queen looked upon her with an 1 
Amazement mixed with Admiration, which they 
4 could not comprehend: They aſked her if ſne came 
a great Way? ſhe ſaid, Ves; and then, if ſhe had a 
Father and Mother? to which ſhe ſaid, No: And 
. anſwered all their other Queſtions, with Mono- 
ſyllables, as much as her Reſpect would allow her 
to do, What is your Name, (faid the 1 ?) 
_ © Carpillona (replied ſhe.)* The Name (ſaid the 
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King, is very odd; and, unleſs ſome Adventure 
gives room for it, it is very rare.“ She made no 
Anſwer, but took up one of the Queen's Spindles, 
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to wigd off the Thread : But when ſhe drew of her 
Gloves, the King and Queen, who caſt their Eyes 
upon her Hands, thought them to be Snow formed 
in that Shape ; and, to 8 farther into her 
Condition, ſaid : © Carpilluna, your Clothes are too 
hot for the Climate we live in, and your Shoes 
too heavy and clumſy for ſo young a Damſel : 
« you muſt be dreſſed after our Manner.“ My 
Clothes, Mother (anſwered ſhe) are ſuch as they 
wear in my Country; but I'll put on what you 
« pleaſe to order me. They admired her Obedi- 
ence, and above all the Air of Modeſty that ap- 
peared in her Eyes and all her Actions; but, it be- 
ing Supper-time, they got up, and went all into 
the Houſe, where they intended to dreſs the Fiſh 
that the two Princeſſes had caught, and ſome freſh 
Eggs, and to make the reſt up with Milk and 
Fruit. I am ſurprized (ſaid : King) that my 

Son 1s not yet come home: His eagerneſs after 
Sport carries him too far; and I am always in 
fear, leſt ſome Accident ſhould befal him.“ My 
Fears are no leſs than yours, (ſaid the Queen) 
but if you pleaſe we will not ſup till he comes.” 
No, {ſaid the King) let him mind his Time bet- 
ter: On the contrary, I deſire you, when he 
comes, not to ſpeak to him, but that every one 
give him a cold Reception, © You know his good 
Nature (ſaid the Queen) and he will be ſo much 
troubled, that he will tall fick.* I cannot help 
* that, (replied the King). he muſt be correQed,” 
After this Diſcourſe, they ſat to Supper; but be- 
fore they had quite done, the young Prince came 
in, with a wild Roe on his Shoulders, his Hair all 
wet with Sweat, and his Face covered with Duſt ; 
he teaned on a little Lance he generally carried 
along with him ; his Bow hung on one Side, and 
his Quiver of Arrows on the other. In this Con- 
dition there appeared ſomething fo noble and lotty 
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in his Countenance and Mien, that none could look 
upon him without Attention and Reſpect: Mo- 
© ther, (ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to the Queen, 
© my Deſire to bring you this Roe, has made me 
run all Day over the Mountains and Plains.” 
Son, (ſaid the King gravely) you endeavour more 
to make us uneaſy, than to pleaſe us; you know 
© how much I have ſaid to you on your violent De- 
c fire of Sport; but you are reſolved to take no 
Notice of it.” The Prince bluſhed, and what vexed 
- him moſt, was, to ſee a Perſon there, who did not 
belong to their Family. He replied, that another 
Time he would come ſooner ; or if he did not ap- 
prove of it, he would not go at all. That is 
© enough (ſaid the Queen, who loved him tenderly) 
© I thank you Child for your Preſent ; come and 
fit by me, and eat your Supper; for to be ſure, 
you muſt be hungry. The Prince was ſomewhat 
diſordered at the ſerious Air the King ſpoke to him 
in, and durſt not look up; for though he was in- 
as 9 in all Dangers, he was of a docible Temper, 
and flood in great Awe, where his Duty require 
it of him, But at laſt, he recovered out of his 
' Confuſion, ſat down by the Queen, and caſt his 
Eyes on Carpillona, who had not ſtayed fo long to 
look at him: But as ſoon as their Eyes met, their 
Hearts were fo agitated, that they knew not what 
to attribute their Diſorder to. The Princeſs bluſhed, 
and the Prince kept his Eye ſtedfaſt upon her; till 
at laſt, ſhe raiſing hers again with a pang 
Softneſs, they continued looking at each other wit 
a mutual Surprize, thinking nothing could equal 
what they beheld. Is it poſſible, (faid the Prin- 
ceſs to herſelf) that, of ſo many Perſons I have 
© ſeen at Court, none ſhould come nigh to this 
young Shepherd. How comes it, (thought he to 
«© himſelf) that this admirable Maid is but a poor 
« Shepherdeſs! Ah! that I was but a King, to 
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place her on a Throne, and to make her as much 
the Miſtreſs of my Empire as ſhe is of my Heart.“ 
In mufing after this Manner, he eat nothing. The 
Queen, who thought it owing to the ill Reception 
he met with, tired herſelf with inviting and careſ- 
ſing him, and brought out the fineſt Fruit ſhe had, 
He deſired Carpillona to taſte of them. She thanked 
him, and told him, without thinking on the-Hand 
that gave them, that ſhe had done nothing but eat, 
and cared for no more, Upon which, he left them 
coldly upon the Table. The Queen took t the 
leaſt notice of all this; but the eldeſt Princeſs, who 
had no ſmall Eſteem for him, and who perhaps 
might have loved him very weil, but for the Dif- 
ference ſhe thought between them, obſerved all 
that paſſed with ſome Jealouſy, 

After Supper the King and Queen retired, and 
the Princeſſes, according to their uſual Cuſtom, 
did whatever was to be done in the Houſe : One 
milk'd the Cows, the other preſſed the Cheeſe, 
&c. Carpillona buſted herſelf after their Example 
to work; but ſhe was ſo little uſed to it, that ſhe 
did nothing to the Parpoſe : Infomuch that the two 
Princeſſes called her the pretty unhandy Maid. The. 
amorous Prince helped her in every Thing ; he 
went to the Spring with her, carried her Pail, 
drew the Water, and brought it back on his Shoul- 
ders, and would not ſuffer her to carry any Thing; 
What do you mean, Shepherd, (ſaid ſhe to him) 
« maſt [ a& the fine Lady? I that have been uſed 
© all my Life to Work ! am I to live here in idle- 
© neſs?” © You ſhall do what you pleaſe, lovely 
© Shepherdeſs, (ſaid he) but deny me not the Plea- 
© ſure of actepting my ſmall Aſſiſtance on theſe Oc- 
caſions.“ Afterwards they both returned, though 
ſooner than he deſired ; for though he durſt not 
yet hardly ſpeak to her, nevertheleſs, he was o- 
verjoyed to be wich her. They both paſſed the 
iT I 3 Night 
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Night in an Uneaſineſs, which neither of them, 
through their little Experience, could gueſs the 
Cauſe of. The Prince waited impatiently for Day, 
to ſee the Shepherdeſs again; and ſhe was in as 
much Dread. The new Trouble the Sight of him 
put her into, ſomewhat diverted her other Diſ- 
pleaſures; and ſhe thought ſo much of him, that 
ſhe almoſt forgot the crook backed Prince. Why, 
( aid ſhe) has blind Fortune beſtowed ſo many 
* Graces, ſuch a Mein, and ſuch Charms on a young 
0 Sepherd, who is deſtined only to feed his Flock; 
and fo much Malice and Deformity on a Prince 
appointed to rule a flouriſhing Nation??? 
CarpHlona never had the Curioſity to view her- 
ſelf fince her Metamorphoſis from a Princeſs into a 
Shepherdeſs ; but then a certain Deſire of pleaſing, 
made her ſeck after a Glaſs. She was not long 
before ſhe found that of the Princeſs ; but when 
ſhe ſaw herſelf ſhe was quite confounded, «* What 
a Figure's here? (cried ſhe) whom am I like ? It 
is impoſſible that I ſhuuld endure to be buried 
* long in this coarſe Stuff,” Then ſhe waſhed her 
Face and Hands, and went to the Queen, and fal- 
ling on her Knees, preſented her with a fine Dia- 
mond Ring, which was part of the Jewels ſhe 
brought along with her. Mother, 1 found this 
Ring ſome Time ſince, but knew not the Value 
of it, but believe it may be worth ſome Money; 
beg you would accept of it, as a Proof of my 
Acknowledgment for your Charity towards me ; 
and likewiſe, I defire you to buy me a Habit, and 
Linen that I may. appear like the other Shepher- 
deſſes, of this Country.“ The Queen was ve 
much ſurprized to ſee ſo noble a Ring, and told her 
that ſhe would not take it, but would keep it for 
her, and that ſhe would ſend to a little Town that 
was hard by, for a nice Country Habit, Shoes, 


&c, compleat. . 
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When Carpillona was thus dreſſed, ſhe appeared 
more charming than Aurora. The Prince neglected- 
nothing on his Part, but adorned his Hat, Scrip, and 
Crook with Flowers, and carried her a Noſegay, 
which he preſented with all the Fear of a Lover, 
and which ſhe received with ſome Conſternation, 
though ſhe wanted no preſence of Mind nor Wit. 
When ſhe was with him, ſhe hardly ever ſpoke, 
but was always very thoughtful, as was he himfelt. 
When he went a hunting, inſtead of purſuing his 
Game, whenever he found a Place proper to enter- 
tain himſelf with the Thoughts of his beloved Car- 
pillona, he woald flop all on a ſudden, and in that 
ſolitary Retirement make Verſes and Songs on his 
Shepherdeſs, often talking ro the Rocks, Woods, 
and Birds: And in ſhort he loſt all that Gaiety of 
Temper which made him ſeek after the Company 
of the young Shepherdſs. But as it is hard to love, 
and not fear what we love, he dreaded ſo much 
the making his Shepherdeſs angry by declarin 
himſelf that he durſt ſcarce ever ſpeak to her; and 
though ſhe obſerved very well, that he preferred her 
before all others, and that Preference ought to 
aſſure her of his Sentiments, yet ſhe could not but 
be in ſome Pain for his Silence. Sometimes ſhe 
would be overjoyed, and would ſay to herſelf, * If 
he really does love me, how ſhall I receive the 
Declaration of his Paſſion? If I ſhould be angry, 
1 perhaps ſhall be the cauſe of his Death; and if I 
* be not, I ſhall die myſelfwith Shame and Grief, 
* What ſhall I, who am born a Princeſs, hearken 
to a poor Shepherd? Ah! too baſe Weakneſs, I 
* ſhall never conſent. My Heart ought not to 
* change with my Apparel ; I have but too much 
© to reproach myſelf with, ſince I have been here.” 
As the Prince had a thouſand natural Charms in 
his Voice, and perhaps had he not ſung ſo well, the 
Princeſs prepoſſeſſed in his Favour, would have 


I 4 | liked 


to ſing; and the Songs he made choice of, 
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liked to hear him; ſhe would often engage him 
ad al- 
ways ſomething ſo tender and engaging in them, 
that ſhe could not forbear expreſſing a Pleaſure, 
which inſpired him with the more Boldneſs ; and 
one Day he went to the River-ſide, to a Place ſha- 


ded by Oſiers and Willows, and whither. he knew 
that Carpillona led her Flock every Day; and with 
2 Nail wrote on the Bark of one of the Trees theſe | 


Lines. | 
In this Retreat, in vain ds J 
Find Peace and Pleaſure reign : 


Where Love the Freedom of a Sigh 
Denies to eaſe my Pain. 


| © The Princeſs ſurprized him juſt as he had made 


an end: He affected to ſeem confounded, and after 


ſome Moments of Silence ſaid to her, You ſee an 


* unhappy Shepherd, who complains to the moſt 
inſenſible Things, when he ought to complain to 
none but you, She made no Anſwer, but caſtin g 


down her Eyes, gave himthe Opportunity he wante 
to declare his Sentiments. While he was ſpeak- 


5 


ing, her Thoughts were wholly taken up, how ſhe 
ought to take what ſhe heard from a Mouth, ' that 


Was not indifferent to her . but her Inclination en- 


gaged her to excuſe him. * He is ignorant (ſaid ſhe 


7 to herſelf) of my Birth; therefore his Temerity is 


ardonable : -he loves me, and thinks me his 

qual; but ſhould he know my Rank. — Will 
not the Gods themſelves, who are ſo much above 
„us, will not they accept of the Hearts of Mortals ? 
Are they angry becauſe they are loved? Well, 
© Shepherd, aid ſhe, turning herſelf towards nan) 
J pity you, and that is all I can do for you: 
C it love, I have Misfortunes enough already. 


Alas! what would be my Condition, if to aug - 


ment 
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ment my Calamities, my Daysſhould be burdened 
with an Engagement ?* Ah Shepherdelſs, (cried 
he) ſay rather, that if you have any Troubles, 
nothing is more capable to ſweeten them. I will 
partake. of all of them, my Study ſhall be to 
pleaſe you ; you may repoſe on me the Care of 
your Flock.“ I wiſh to Heaven (ſaid ſhe) that 
I had no other Reaſon to be uneaſy.* © What 
others can you have (ſaid he with an eager con- 
cern) being ſo beautiful, ſo young, ſo free from 
Ambition, and fo little verſed with the vain 
Grandeurs of a Court? But without doubt, you 
love here ſome happy Rival, which renders. you 
inexorable towards me.” Pronouncing theſe laſt 
Words he changed Countenance, became melan- 
choly, and was cruelly tormented with this Thought. 
« I will there agree with you (replied ſhe) you have 
a Rival; but then he is one hated and abhorred; 
You had never ſeen me, but that the Neceſſity of 
avoiding his preſſing Inſtances obliged me to fly 
from him.“ Perhaps, Shepherdeſs, (ſaid he) 
you will fly from me too; for if you hated him 
only becauſe he loved you, I am fure, I am to be 
hated the moſt of all Men.“ Whether it be, 
' (replied ing” that 1 do not believe him, or that 1 
look more favourably upon you, I am ſenſible I 
« ſhall not fly from you, as I have done from him.“ 
The Shepherd was tranſported with Joy at theſe 
obliging Words, and from that Day neglected no 
Opportunity to pleaſe the Princeſs. . 
Every Day he gathered the fineſt Flowers to make 
Garlands for her, and adorned her Crook with Rib- 
bands, He never would ſuffer her to be expoſed to 
the Sun ; but whenever ſhe came along the River- 
fide with her Flock, he would cut down Branches 
of Trees, and form an Arhour wherever there was 
a pleaſant Situation. Alt the Trees thereabouts, 
bore her Cyphers, and Verſes in praiſe of her 
| pan >. þ - Beauty. 
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Beauty. The young Princeſs ſaw all thoſe Teſtt- 
momes of the Shepherd's Paſſion ; ſhe loved ſe- 
cretly, but dufſt never examine her Heart, for fear 
of finding there Sentiments too tender. The young 
Shepherd's Love for his Shepherdeſs, could not 
Jong be kept ſecret, but was diſcovered, as well as 
applauded by every one; for who could find fault 
where all was Love? All who ſaw them, faid, they 
were born for each other; that they were both 
perfect Beauties; that it was the Work of the Gods, 
that Fortune made their Country ſo happy ; and 
that they muſt negle& nothing to detain them. 
Carpillona felt a ſecret Joy to hear the public Prai- 
ſes in favour of a Swain ſhe thought ſo amiable ; 
but then thinking of the Difference that was be- 
tween them ſhe was ſomewhat chagrined, but pur- 
ſed not to diſcover who ſhe was, that ſhe might 
1ndulgeher Heart the more. The King and Queen 
who were extremely fond of them both, were no ways 
difpleaſed at this growing Paſſion : 'They looked 
on the Prince as their own Son, and were no leſs 
taken with the Perfections of the Shepherdeſs. 
Was ſhe not ſent by Amazona, ſaid they, who fought 
the Centaur? Without d oubt, that wiſe Fairy W 
deſtined them for each other; therefore we mult 
wait her Orders. | 
Things were in this Condition: The Prince 
complained always of Car pillona's Indifference, 
becauſe ſhe carefully concealed her Sentiments 
from him ; when being one Day out a hunting, he 
could not avoid a furious Bear that came ſuddenly 
out of the Hollow of a Rock, and had devoured 
him, had not his Courage been ſeconded by his 
Activity. After having ſtruggled a long Time 
upon the Top of the Mountain, they both at laſt 
rolled down together. Carpillona at that very 
Time was ſtopped with her Companions in that 
Place, yet could not ſee what paſſed on the Top of 
the Hill: But what a Condition were they all — 
W 
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when they ſaw a Man and a Bear tumbling down to- 
gether? The Princeſs ſoon knew her Shepherd, and 
ſent out Cries of Fear and Grief ; all the Shepher- 
defles ran away; but Love redoubl.ag the Princeſs's 
Courage, ſhe was ſo bold as to run the Iron of her 
Crook down into the terrible Monſter's Throat, 
and ſo give her Lover ſome Aſliſtance; who when 
he ſaw her, for fear ſhe might partake of his Dan- 
ger, raiſed his Courage to ſuch a Height, that he 
no longer thought of preſerving his own Life, but 
only to ſecure hers; and indeed killed his Enemy 
' juſt at her Feet: At the ſame Time he fell down 
half dead with the Loſs of Blood from two Wounds 
he had received. we” 
Ho cruel a Sight was it for her to ſee his Clothes 
all died with Blood! She could not ſpeak; her 
Face was drowned in Tears; ſhe laid his Head in 
her Lap, and all on a ſudden breaking Silence, 
ſaid, © Shepherd, if you die, I'll die with you: In 
* vain have I concealed my ſecret Thoughts: know 
© then now, that my Life 1s attached to yours.” 
What can I wiſh for more, fair Shepherdeſs ? 
© (cried he in a faint Voice.) Whatever befals 
me, my Fate now will always be happy. 

By this Time the Shepherdeſſes who fled, return- 
ed with ſeveral Shepherds, and aſſiſted the Prince 
and the Princeſs, who by that Time was in as bad 
a Condition : But while they were cutting down 
the Branches of Trees to make a Sort of Litter for 
them, the Fairy Amazona appeared among them. 
© Be not concerned (ſaid ſhe) let me touch the youn 
© Shepherd.“ Then taking him by the Hand, — 
putting hex golden Caſque upon his Head, ſhe ſaid, 
Dear Shepherd, I forbid thee from being ſick.“ 
Hereupon he ſoon got up, and the Viſor of the Caſque 
being up, there appeared a martial Air in his 
Face; and his Eyes, which were bright and livel 
anſwered the Hopes which the Fairy conceived. He 
was amazed at the Manner of his Cure, and the 

16 Majeſty 
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Majeſty that appeared throughout her whole Per- 
ſon; and tranſported with Admiration, Joy, and 
Acknowledgment, caſt himſelf at her Feet : Great 
Queen (ſaid he) Iwas dangerouſly wounded ; one 
< Glance from your Eyes, and one Word from your 
Mouth has cured me. But alas! I have a Wound 
in my Heart that I will not be cured of; vouchſafe 
© only to aſſuage the Pain, and mend my Fortune, 
« ſince I cannot partake if, ſuch as it is, with this 
fair Shepherdeſs.* The Princeſs bluſhed to hear 
- him ſpeak after this Manner ; ſhe knew that the 
Fairy Amazona was not ignorant who ſhe was, and 
feared leſt ſhe ſhould blame her for giving Hopes to 
a Lover ſo much below her; inſomuch that ſhe 
durſt not look up: But the Sighs that eſcaped her 
Breaſt, raiſed ſome Pity in that of the Fairy's. 
« Carpillona (ſaid ſhe), this Shepherd is not un- 
« worthy your Eſteem. And you, Shepherd, who 
deſire ſo much the Change of your Condition, 
.* aſſure yourſelf of a moſt :Tiuftrions Fate. And 
then ſhe diſappeared. The Shepherds and Shep- 
herdeſſes conducted them back in Triumph to their 
Hamlet, placing the two Lovers in the midſt of 
them, and crowned them with Flowers, as a To- 
ken ot the Victory they had gained over the terrible 
Bear, which they brought after them, ſinging 
Verſes on the Tenderneſs of Carpillona to the 
Prince. 27 1 
When they came to the 26% N. Sublimus, they 
told him all that had happened; with what Courage 
the Shepherd had defended himſelf againſt the Bear, 


aſſiſted him; and in ſhort, what the Fairy Amazona 
had done. The King, overjoyed at this Relation, 
ran to acquaint the Queen of it. Without doubt, 
(aid he) this Boy and Girl are above the Vulgar; 
their eminent Perfections, their Beauty, and the 
Care of the Fairy Amazona, ſhews ſomething 
extraordinary. This Diſcourſe put the Queen 0 
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and with what Generoſity the Shepherdeſs had 
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mind of the Diamond Ring Carpillonahad given her. 
have always forgot, (ſaid the) to ſhew you a 
© Ring which this young Shepherdeſs put into my 
Hands, with an uncommon Air of Grandeur, de- 
« firing me to accept of it, and to furnifhi her forit 
© with ſuch Clothes as they wear in this Country.“ 
Is the Stone fine (replied the King.“) I never 
© looked much at it (faid the Queen) but here it 1s; 
and preſented it to him. No ſooner had he fixed 
his Eyes on it, but he cried out, Ye Gods l what 
© 1s this | behold ? What do you not know a Pre- 
© ſeat which I received from your Hands?“ At the 
ſame Time he touched a little Spring, the Diamond 
flew up, and the Queen ſaw her own Picture, 
which ſhe had drawn to give the King; and which 
ſhe had tied about her little Daughter's Neck for 
her to play with, when ſhe nurſed her in the 
Tower. Alas! my Dear, (ſaid ſhe) what ftrange 
Adventure is this? it renews all my Griefs : But 
let us talk to the Shepherdeſs, and endeavour to 
learn more.” Upon this ſhe called Carpillona, 
and ſaid, I have waited till now, Child, for a 
Confeſſion from you; which would have given 
much more Pleaſure, had it come from you with- 
out being preſſed to it: But fince you ſtill continue 
to conceal from us who you are, it is proper that 
we inform you that we know, and that the Ring 
you gave me has diſcovered this Riddle. Alas +! 
Mother, (replied the Princeſs, falling on her 
Knees by her) it was not for want of Confidence 
that I concealed my Rank from you, but that 1 
Thought it might be a Trouble to you to ſee a 
Princeſs reduced to my Condition. 
My Father was King of the Peaceable Iſlands; 
but his Reign being diſturbed by an Uſurper, he, 
* and my Mother, were both confined in a ſtrong 
* Tower. After three Years Impriſonment, they 
found the means, by the Aſſiſtance of one of their 
* Guard, and the Favour of the Night, * 
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They let me dowa in a Baſket; but the Cord break- 
ing, I fell into the Lake which ſurrounded the 
Caſtle, where I was taken up by ſome Fiſhermen, 
who juſt then were drawing their Nets, whick 
they had thrown out for ſome Carp, which the 
Moat was well ftored with. But, alas! how were 
the Fiſhermen deceived in their Hopes! for by my 
Weight they were in Expectation of a good 
Draught. When they firſt ſaw me, they thought 
of throwing me in again; but at laſt they reſol. 
ved to leave me in the Net, and carry me to the 
Tyrant; who, being informed of the Flight of my 
Family, knew me to be an unhappy deſtzzute 
Princeſs. His Wife, who had no Children, pity- 
ing, and having ſome Inclination for me, took 
me, and brought me up under the Name of Car- 
pillona, perhaps with a deſign that I might have 
no notion of my Birth ; but my Heart has always 
told me who Iam: And it is ſometimes a Misfor- 
tune to have Sentiments ſo little conformable to 
one's Fortune. But as the greateſt Proſperity is 
not to be depended on, a neighbouring Prince, 
who was crooked, and went by the Name of the 
Hump-backed Prince, came at the Head of a gal- 
lant Army, deprived the Uſurper of my Father's 
Crown of his ill gotten Power. The Change of 
the Tyrant's Fortune rendered mine ſtall worſe; 
The Conquerer took me with him as the greateſt 
Ornament of his Triumph, and determined to 
marry me, whether I conſented or not. In this 
Extremity I betook myſelf to Flight, dreſſed like a 
Shepherdeſs and leading a Cow; and was met by 
the Prince, who undoubtedly had known me a- 
gain, if the Fairy Amazona had not generouſly 
iven me a Noſegay of Gilliflowers to ſecure me 
m my Enemies. Neither, my good Mother, 


(continued the Princeſs, did ſhe do a leſs chari- 
table Action in recommending me to you; and 


if I declared not my Rank ſooner, it was not 
; through 


Srokx of Palxcgss CarPILLONA. 187 
e through Diſtruſt, but only to ſpare your Grief. 
© Not, (purſued ſhe) that I complain; for I never 
© knewany Tranquilizy till the Day I was received 
by you; and I muſt own that a Country Life ts 
«© ſo ſweet and innocent, that I prefer it before that 
© of a Court.“ ; 

As ſhe ſpoke with great Earneftneſs, ſhe obſerved 
not that the Queen melted into Tears, and that the 
King's Eyes watered ; but ſhe had no ſooner done, 
than they both ſtrove to claſp her in their Arms, 


where they held her a long Time, without being 


able to pronounce one Word, She melted and 
cried after their Example; and it 1s hard to expreſs 
the agreeable Trouble theſe three illuſtrious Per- 
ſons were in. At laſt the Queen making an Effort 
upon herſelf ſaid, * Is it poſtible, my dear Child, 
< that after all my Sorrow for thy fatal Loſs, Heaven 
© ſhould reſtore thee to thy Mother, to comfort her 
in her Misfortunes. Behold, my Child, the Breaſt 
that ſuckled thee in thy tender Infancy ! Behold 
- tha King thy Father, the Author of thy Days! 
With what Tranſport ſhall we ſolemnize the 
Return of a Child which Heaven in it's Anger 
deprived us of?ꝰ And l, illuſtrious Mother and 
Queen, (cried the Princeſs, caſting herſelf at her 
Feet) by what Expteſſions and Actions ſhall I 
make you both underſtand the Love and Reſpect 


- 


a ® a @ @® 


* F owe you, fince I find you the dear Sanctuary 


to my Misfortunes, when I durſt not flatter my- 
« ſelf with ever ſeeing you again ?* Then they all 
renewed their Careſſes, and thus ſome Hours glided 
away. Carpillona after this retired, having firſt 
been forbid by her Father and Mother to ſpeak of 

what had paſſed, 51 
The Princeſs, in Regard to indifferent Perſons, 
obſerved their Commands punctually, but could not 
keep the Secret from her young Shepherd; ſo hard 
a Thing it is to conceal any Thing from a Perſon 
we love. She reproached herſelf a thouſand * 
or 
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for not having diſcovered her Birth to him. How 
great would his Obligation have been, (ſaid ſhe) 
© if he had known, that being born to a Throne, 
I could ſtoop ſo low as to him: But, alas! what 
© Difference does Love make between a Scepter and 
« a Crook ? Can this chimerical Grandeur, which 
we boaſt ſo much of, can it ſatisfy our Souls? 
No: Virtue alone has there a Right; it ſets us 
© above a Crown, and can free us from it: The 
Shepherd that loves me, is wiſe, witty, and amia- 
ble; what can a Prince be more ?? As ſne aban- 
doned herſelf to theſe Reflections, ſhe ſaw him at: 
her Feet, he having followed her to the River-ſide-;. 
and was preſented by him with a Garland of Flow- 
ers, the Variety of which was charming. From. 
* whence come you, fair Shepherdeſs (ſaid he) I: 
© have been ſeeking you ſome Hours, and have 
« waited ſome others with Impatience ? Shepherd, 
+ (faid ſhe). I have been taken up with a very ſur- 
« prizing Adventure,: and qo. myſelf for being 
« {o long filent ; but remember, that this Mark of 
my Confidence requires an eternal Secrecy, I 
am a Princeſs, my Father was a King, whom I 
find in the Perſon of the Shepherd Sub/imus.* The 
Prince was ſo confounded and ſurprized at this 
News, that he had not Power to interrupt her, tho“ 
ſhe related the Hiſtory of her Life with all imagi- 
nable Beauty : So great were his Fears left this. 
wiſe Shepherd, ſince he was a King, ſhould refuſe 
him his Daughter; or that ſhe reflecting on the 
Difference between a- great Princeſs and himſelf, 
ſhould fall off ſome Day from thoſe Teſtimonies of 
Kindneſs ſhe had given him. Ah! Madsen, (ſaid 
the melancholy Prince) I am a loft Man, I muſt 
« renounce this Life: You are born to a Crown, 
and have found your Father and Mother, For 
my part, I am an unhappy Wretch, that knows 
neither his Country or Relations; an Eagle was 
my Nurſe, and her Neft my Cradle: If you have 


—— 
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« had ſome favourable Regard to me, it will be 

returned you. The Princeſs muſed a Moment or 
- two, and without returning any Anſwer to what 
he ſaid, took her Bodkin out of her Hair, and wrt 
on the Bark of a Tree: 


An equal Paſſion can your Heart return ? 


The Prince writ immediately this Verſe: 
A thouſand Times more ardently I burn. 


The Princeſs writ under it: 


9 hank Fortune for this lucky Main, 
To love and to be led again. 


The Prince, tranſported with Joy, caſt himſelf 
at her Feet, and taking one of her Hands, ſaid, 
* Adorable Princeſs, you flatter my afflicted Heart, 
* and by this new Bounty preſerve my Life ; re- 
member what you have wrote in my Favour.” © I 
am not capable of forgetting (ſaid ſhe, with a 
* gracious Air; depend upon my Heart, it ts more 
«* intereſted in your Behalf than in my own.“ Their 
_ Converſation, without doubt, had been longer, had 

they had more 'Time ; but they were then obliged 
to gather up their Flocks, and return Home, 

All this Time the King andQueen conferred toge - 
ther upon Carp:i//ona's Behaviour towards the young 
Shepherd. While ſhe was unknown to them, they 
approved of thoſe growing Flames, ,that kindled jn 
their Souls; the perfect b wherewith Heaven 
had endowed them, the Wit and Graces which ac- 
companied all their Actions, made them deſire an 
everlaſting Union; But when they looked upon her 
with a different Eye, as their own Daughter, and 
on the Shepherd as an unfortunate Babe, expoſed 
to the Fury of the wild Beaſts, they reſolved to - 
tell Carpillena, that ſhe ſhould not entertain him any 


more 
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more with flattering Hopes, but ſhould declare to 
him that ſhe would not ſettle in that Country, 
After this Determination of theirs, the Queen cal- 
led her in, and with a great deal of Fenderneſs, 
told her all that had paſſed, But what Words were 
capable to calm ſo violent a Diforder ? The young, 
- Princeſs ſtrove in vain to conſtrain herſelf; her Face 
was ſometimes as red as Scarlet, and. another while 
as pale as Death ; and the languiſhing of her Eyes 
diſcovered but too much tlie State ſhe was in, Ah! 
how did ſhe then repent her Confeſſion ? Never- 
theleſs ſhe aſſured her Mother, with great Submiſ- 
ſion, that ſne would obey her Commands; and 
then retitring, had much to do to get to her Bed, 
where burſting into Tears, ſhe paſſed the Night in 
uttering her Complaints and Regrets, 

The next Morning ſhe aroſe, to lead her Flock 
to ſeed; but inſtead of going towards the River, 
went directly to a Wood, where laying down upon 
the Graſs, and leaning upon her Elbow, ſhe. fell 
into a deep Mufing : The Hines, who could not be 
ou. where ſhe was not preſent, (ought all about 

her, and finding her preſented himſelf to her 
Sight; who no ſooner ſaw him, but ſhe ſhrieked out, 


as if ſhe had been ſurprized, and riſing with Pre- 


Cipitation, left him without looking once at him. 
He ſtood ſome Time like one Thunder-ſtruck at ſo 
unuſual a Behaviour; but recovering himſelf, fol- 
lowed her, and ſtopping her, ſaid, « What, Shep- 
* herdeſs, would you in giving me Death, deprive 
« yourſelf of the Pleaſure of Hs me expire be- 
* fore your Eyes ? You have changed in regard to 
your Shepherd, and no longer remember what 
c, you promiſed but Yeſterday.* Alas !. (ſaid ſhe, 


« caiting her Eyes melancholy upon him, what 


« Crime do you accuſe me of? Fam miſerable, and 
© tied down by Commands, which I cannot evade: 
« Pity me, and leave me, whereever you ſee me." 
« Muſt I, (cried he, folding his Arms in an Air of 

| | Deſpair,} 
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* Deſpair) muſt I fly you, Divine Princeſs ? and 


* can ſo cruel an Order, and fo little deſerved, be 
© pronunced by you yourſelf ? What would you 
, Cog become of me? And can that flattering 
Hope, to which you was ſo willing that I ſhould 
* abandon myſelf extinguiſh, and I live?“ At theſe 
Words Car pillona, whoſe Grief was no leſs violent 
than her Lover's, fell ſpeechleſs, and void of Life, 
at, his Feet. At which Sight he was. agitated 
with a thouſand different Thoughts; but the Con- 
dition his beloved Miſtreſs was in, told him, that 
her Heart had no Part in the Orders ſhe then gave 
him, which diminiſhed in a meaſure his Sorrows : 
However, he loſt not a Moment to aſſiſt her; a 


Spring which ran ſoftly along the Graſs, afforded 


him Water to throw in her Face, and ſome Cupidz, 
who were hid behind a Buſh, have told their Com- 


rades ſince that he was ſo bold as to ſteal a Kifs, 


Whether it be true, or not, the charming Shep- 
herdeſs preſently opened her Eyes, and = ing her. 
lovely Shepherd Hom her, faid, * Yo and be 
© gone ; how angry will my Mother be, if ſhe 
ſhould come? What (ſaid he) muſt I leave you 
* then, to be devoured by Wolves and Bears; or 
during a long Swoon, to be ſtung in this ſolitary 
Place by ſome Serpent or Aſpic,* * Yes, (ſaid 
* ſhe) we muſt hazard all, rather than diſpleaſe 
* the Queen.“ 
During this Converſation, in which their tender 
Looks had no ſmall Share, the Fairy their Pro- 
tectrix, appeared in the King's Chamber, armed 
as before, and addreſſing herſelf to the Queen, ſaid, 
* You are no ways grateful, Madam, or the pre- 
ſent I made you of your Daughter, who would 
have been drowned in the Net, but for me, ſince 
you are upon the Point of killing with Grief the 
young Shepherd (with whom I truſted you:) 
Think not of the Difference that may be between 
him and Carpillona; it is Time to unite them: 
© Think, 
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188 Sroar of Paix ess CakrILLen A. 
Think, illuſtrious Sub/imus (ſaid the to the King) 
of their Marriage; I with it, and you will have 
no Reaſon to repent it.“ After theſe Words, 
without waiting for an Anſwer, ſhe left them, no- 
thing remaining to their View, but long Rays of 
Light, like thoſe of the Sun. 
The King and Queen were equally ſurprized, 


and both felt a ſecret Joy, that the Fairy's Com- 


mands were ſo poſitive. It is no longer to be 
© doubted (ſaid the King) but that this unknown 
Shepherd is of a Birth agreeable to Carpillona, 
ſince their Protectrix has too much Juſtice to unite 
two Perſons of unequal Rank. Twas ſhe that 
© ſaved our Child in the Lake, where ſhe muſt ine- 
* vitably have periſhed. How have we deſerved 
© herProteQon ?* I have often heard ſay (replied 


the Queen, that there are good and ill Fairies, 
and that they have a Friendſhip or an Averſion to 


Families according to their Genius, and cer- 
* tainly Amazona is favourable to us.“ As they 
were talking in this Manner, the es in, 
a drooping languiſhing Air appearing in her Face. 
The Prince, — durſt not follow her, but at a 
Diſtance, came ſome Time after; but ſo great 
Melancholy hung upon him, that it was ſufficient to 
look at him, to know all that 'paſſed in his Soul ; 
and during Dianer time theſe two Lovers, who 
uſed to make all the Mirth, opened not their 
Mouths, nor durſt they ſo muchas look at one ano- 
ther. When the Cloth was taken away, the Kin 


went into his little Garden, and bid the Shepher 


follow him. At this Order he turned pale, an ex- 


traordinadu Shivering glided through his Veins, and: 


Carpillona was afraid her Father was going to ſend 
him away; ſo dreadful were both their Apprehen- 
fions, Sublimus went into a green Arbour, where 
fitting down, and looking upon the Prince, he ſaid, 
© Son, you know with what Love I have brought 
you up: L have always regarded you as a Pre _ 

made 
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© made me by the Gods, to ſupport and comfort me 
in my old Age; but a greater Proof of my 
« Friendſhip to you, is the Choice I make of you for 
my Daughter Carpillona, the-Loſs of whom you 
© have heard me fo often deplore ; but that ſame 
* Providence that reſtored her to me, has ordained 
her for you.“ Ah! Father, (cried the Prince, 
« caſting himſelf at his Feet) dare I flatter myſelf - 
with what I hear ? Am I io happy as to be your 
Choice, or is this only to know my Sentiments 
for that beautiful Shepherdeſs ?* No, my dear 
Son, (ſaid the King) float no longer thus be- 
© tween Hope and Fear); I am reſolved to cele- 
brate your Nuptials within a few Days.“ © You 
© heap too many obligations upon me, (replied the 
Prince embracing his Knees; and if I do not 
« ſufficiently explain my acknowledgments, it pro- 
ceeds from the exceſs of my Joy.“ The King made 
him riſe, profeſſed a great Value and Friendſhip 
for him : aad though he did not acquaint him with 
the Greatneſs of his Rank, he ſaid enough to let 
him know, that his Birth was much above his pre- 
ſent Condition, 

Carpillona could not be eaſy, but muſt follow 
them into the Garden, where ſhe obſerved all that 
paſſed from behind ſome Trees; and ſeeing her - 
Lover at her Father's Feet, ſhe believed he might 
be intreating him not to condemn him to a cruel 
Baniſhment; and deſiring to know no more, fled 
into the Foreſt, running like a Fawn before the 
Dogs, fearing neither the Fierceneſs of the wild 
Beaſts, nor the Thorns or Priars, which tore her 
on all Sides. The Echoes repeated her Com- 
pn and ſhe ſeemed to ſeek nothing but Death: 
In the mean Time her Shepherd, impatient to tell 
her the joyful News, made all imaginable Haſte to 
follower, and find her out. Where are you my 
* Shepherdeſs (cried he) where are yon, my lovely 
Carpillona; if you hear me, fly me not, we ves. 
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both be happy.” In pronouncing theſe Words, 
he perceived her, ſurrounded in the bottom of a 
Vale by ſeveral Hunters, who were endeavouring 
to put her behind a little hump-backed Man: At 
this Sight, and the cries of his Miſtreſs, who 
wanted aſſiſtance, he flew like an Arrow out of a 
Bow, and having no other Arms but his Sling, he 
let fly a Stone, which hit the crooked Prince full 
on his Forehead, and knocked him off his Horſe, 
who brought the Princeſs down with him. By that 
Time the Prince came to them himſelf, and en- 
deavoured to defend his dear Shepherdeſs againſt 
thoſe Raviſhers ; but all his Reſiſtance was to no 
Purpoſe, they took him as well as her, and had 
ſacrificed him to their Rage, had not the crook- " = 

backed Prince made a Sign to them to ſave him, 2 
that he might put him to the moſt cruel Torments: 
So that they then only contented themſelves with 
binding him and the Princeſs, and in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that they could talk to one another ; and after 
having made a Sort of a Litter to carry their , 
Cs Prince in, went away, without being ſeen 
by any of the Shepherds. who might have given 
Sublimus an Account of the Misfortune of theſe 
young Lovers, Notwithſtanding, we may eaſily 
1magine his and the Queen's concern; when Night 
came, and they ſaw them not; who with all the 
Shepherds of that Neighbourhood, ſought ſeveral 

W , Days for them. 8, 
Now before I proceed any further, it will not be 

Fi amiſs to ſay, that the crooked Prince had not forgot 

I Carpiilona, and that when he was not employed 

with the Affairs of State, or acting ſome horrid 

Murder, he uſed to go a hunting, and ſtay out for 

ſeven or eight Days. It was at one of theſe long 

'Huntings, that he ſaw the Princeſs croſs a Path; 

and the Livelineſs of her Grief made her give fo 

little Attention to what might befal her, that ſhe 

took 
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took not the Noſegay of Gilliflowers with her; ſo 
that he knew her as ſoon as he ſaw her. | 

But to return to the Shepherd and Shepherdeſs: 
The Shepherd cried out, Alas! this is the greateſt 
of all Misfortunes; we were juſt upon the Point 
of being united together.“ And then he told her 
all that paſſed between Sublimus and him, It is no 
hard Matter to comprehend the Regret of Carpil- 
lona, who burſting forth a freſh into Tears, ſaid, 
I ſhall coſt you your Life; I lead you, for whom 
I would ſpill the lat Drop of my Blood, to a 
* horrid Puniſhment : I am the Cauſe of this Mis- 
fortune, and through my own Imprudence, have 
fallen into the inhuman Hands of my moſt cruel 
'* * Perſecutor.” | 8 
1 With this kind of Diſcourſe they entertained one 
another, till they arrived at the Capital City, 
where the good old King, the Father of this wicked 
and crooked Prince, was informed that his Son was 
brought in a Litter, having received by a Stone 
out of a Sling, a Wound from a young Shepherd, 
in Defence of a Shephe- deſs, and was in great 
Danger. At this News the King was very much 
concerned, and ordered the Shepherd to be put iuto 
a Dungeon; and the like Fate the Princeſs Carpil- 
lona underwent, by a private Order of the Prince, 
who reſolved to make her conſent to marry him, or 
to put her to the ſevereſt Torments: But it ſeemed 
that theſe two Lovers were only parted by a ſlight 
Partition, the Boards of which being not joincd 
cloſe, they had the Satisfaction of ſeeing each other 
when the Sun ſhoae at Noon, and the Remainder 
of their Time had the more Liberty to entertain 
their Sorrows. They ſaid all the tender and paſ- 
ſionate Things Hearts ſo deeply touched conld. In» 
vent, and expreſſed themſelves in ſuch moving 
Terms, that they often diſſolved into Tears. The 
Creatures of the. Prince came every Day to the 
Princeſs, to threaten her with a ſpeedy Death, if 
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ſhe did not accept the Honour he did her. She re- 
ceived all their Propoſals with a Firmneſs of Mind; 
and an Air of Diſdain, inſomuch that they began to 
deſpair of their Undertaking. *« Fear nothing, my 
« dear Shepherd, (faid ſhe) the Dread of the moſt 
© cruel Torments cannot make me unfaithful ; we 
© will die together, if we cannot live ſo.“ Fair 
. © Princeſs, (replied he) do you think to comfort 
© me? Alas! would it not be more eaſy to me to 
© ſee you in the Arms of this Monſter, than in the 
Hands of an Executioner ?* In ſhort, theſe Senti- 
ments of his were not reliſhed by her; ſhe accuſed 
him of Weakneſs, and aſſured him ſhe would ſhew 
him an Example, and die with Courage. A 
The Prince's Wound growing better, his Love, 
enraged with a continual Denial of the Princeſs, 
made him reſolve to ſacrifice hen, with the young 
Shepherd, to his Rage ; and to that End appointed 
a Day for this diſmal Tragedy, and deſired the 
King, and all the Lords of the Kingdom, to be pre- 
ſent: and for himſelf he came in an open Litter, to 
glut his Eyes with this horrid Sight. The King, 
not knowing the Princeſs Carpillona was a Priſoner, 
when he ſaw her bound with her Governeſs, who 
was condemned to ſuffer the ſame Fate as herſelf and 
Shepherd who appeared as bright as the Sun; he 
ordered them to be brought to him upon the Ler- 
_raſs, where he was with his Court, and not waiting 
for the Princeſs's making her Complaint, for the 
ill and bad Uſage ſhe had had, cut the Cords 
wherewith ſhe was bound, and afterwards looking 
upon the Shepherd, found his Bowels yearn with 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion : © Raſh Youth, (faid 
he ſpeaking to him with all the Harſhneſs he was 
« 'Mafter of) what could inſpire thee with fo much 
« Boldneſs; as to attack ſo great a Prince, and 
© to reduce him almoſt to Death?“ The Shep- 
herd ſhewing an awful Reſpect, and a Confidence 
unknown to him before, replied, and ſaid with a 
wonderful 


% 


- 


„ found my Son again, whom I had loſt ? © No; 
Great King (ſaid the Fairy Amazona, mounted in 
the Air upon a ſtately Horſe) you are not de- 
ceived ; behold thy Son, whom I preſerved in 
an Eagle's Neſt, where he was carried by the 
Order of his barbarous Brother, for the loſs 
of whom he rauſt be thy Comfort.“ And as ſhe 
made an End of theſe Words, flew at the guilty 
Prince, and with her Lance pierced his Heart, 

which reduced him preſently to Aſhes. 
After this the Fairy went to the Terraſs, and 
preſented the Prince, no longer now a Shepherd, 
with a Suit of Armour, ſaying to him, Theſe I 
« promiſed thee ; and with theſe thou ſhalt be in- 
vulnerable, and the greateſt Warrior in the 
« World.* Hereupon there were heard in the Air 
the Soundings of Trumpets, and all Manner of 
warlike Inſtruments, which were followed with a 
ſoft- and melodious Symphony to Words in the 
Praiſe of the Prince and Princeſs. 'The Fairy 
alighted from off her Horſe, placed herſelf by the 
King, and defired him to give Orders for ſolemniz- 
ing the Marriage; and then commanded a 'Ge- 
nius, that appeared at her Call, to go and fetch 
the illuſtrious and royal Shepherd and bis Family ; 
which immediately went, and returned with them 
What a Satisfaction was this, after ſuch long Trou- 
bles ? The Palace was filled with Cries of Joy, 
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and none was ever equal to that of theſe two Kings 

© and their Children. The Nuptials were celebrated 
wich great Magnificence ; after which the kind 
Fairy took her Leave and diſappeared. The King 
Sablon, returned to his own inions. Carpil- 
Lexa lived with her dear Spouſe in all imaginable 
| Pleaſure, and the old King everjoyed to ſee a Son 
ſo worthy of his Love, pet oung again with the 
Satisfaction he enjoy 1 GaaTt out his 
L TY ſome Time hager 


. 
* . 5 
** 


OF THE 
4 - . 


PID GEON any DOVE. 


. - N 
HERE was formerly a King and Queen, who 
lived in that ſtrct Union and Love, thatthey 
were an Example to all the Families in their own 
Kingdom, which was the Kingdom of De/arts; where 
the Subjects lived together in that Harmony, that 
they were the Surprize of their Neighbours, 'The 
Queen had had ſeveral Children, but could rear up 
but one ; which was a Daughter of ſuch incom- 


parable Beauty, that if any Thing could comfort 


her for the Loſs of her other Children, it was the 
Charms that appeared in this. The King and 
Queen educated her as their only Hope. But the 
Felicity of this ſmall Family laſted not long: The 
King being one Day a hunting upon a fiery ſtart- 
ing Horſe, and ſome People being a ſhooting, the 
Horſe was ſo frighted at the Fire and Noiſe of a 
Gun, that he ran away with the King and fell with 
him down a great Precipiece, where he died im- 
mediately. This * News reduced the Queen 

2 to 


, Ing her to come, that ſhe my 
Arms, and to make haſte if 
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to the utmoſt Extremity ; ſhe was too ſenſible of 
Grief to moderate or reſiſt it, and thought of no- 
thing but ſettling her Affairs, that ſne might die 
with ſome Sort of Quiet; and having a Friend, who 
was called, the Sovereign Fairy, becauſe of her 


Authority over all Kingdoms, and her great Power, 


ſne writ a Letter to her with a dying Hand, defir- 

t expire in, her 

e would find her 

alive, becauſe ſhe had ſomething of Conſequence 
to ſay to her, | . 

Though the Fairy had at that time Matters of 


great Concern upon her Hands, ſhe left them all 


unfiniſhed, and mounting upon her fiery Camel, 
that went ſwifter than the Sun, come to the Queen, 
who waited for her with the utmoſt Impatience : 
Firſt, ſhe acquainted her with ſeveral Things rela- 
ting to the Government of the Kingdom, deſiring 
her to accept of it, .and withal to take cate of the 
little Princeſs Conflantia. And then ſaid, If any 


Thing can make me eaſy, in leaving an Orphan 
of ſo tender an Age behind me, *'tis the Hope 


you give me of the ſame Marks of Friendſhip to- 


that ſhe will find in you a Mother, that can 
„make her happier and render her more perfect; 


and that you will make choice of an Huſband fo 


„ amiable, that ſhe may never love any other.“ 


Great Queen (ſaid the Fairy) you defire all that 


dean be wiſhed for, and I will forget nothing to 


ſerve your Daughter: but I have caſt her Nati- 


vity, and-it ſeems Fate is angry with Nature for 
"© -having exhauſted all her Treaſures in her Birth, 
and upon that Account is reſolved to make her 
ſuffer: And your Majeſty muſt know, that it 
is ſometimes pronounces ſome Sentences that are 


not to be avoided.” * However, (replied the 


Queen) 


her, as you have always ſhewn me; and 


\ 


* 
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Queen) ſoften her Misfortunes, and neglect no- 
thing to prevent them; by Attention we often 
may prevent great Evils.“ The Sovereign Fairy 
promiſed what ſhe deſired, and the Queen having 
embraced her dear Conſtantia with all the Tender- 
2 of a loving Mother, died in great Tranquil- 
ity. e 
The Fairy, who read with great Eaſe whatever 
was foretold by the Stars, ſaw plainly that the 
Princeſs was threatened with the fatal Love of a 
Giant, whoſe Dominions lay nigh to the Kingdom 
of Deſarta, therefore ſhe thought the beſt way to 
avoid him, was to remove her Charge to a Part the 
fartheſt off from that Giant, where they might 
be in no likelihood of his diſturbing their Repoſe. 
Wnereupon, as ſoon as ſhe had made Choice of 
ſome Miniſters ſhe du#t confide in, to govern in het 
Abtence, and had enacted ſome Laws as judiciouſly 
contrived for the Benefit of the Subject, as any 
that were made by the Sages of Greece, ſhe went 
one Night into Conſtantia's Chamber,” and without 
waking her, took her in her Arms, and carried her 
on her fiery Camel into a fertile country, where ſhe 
might live free from Ambition and Trouble : it 
being a true Repreſentation of the Valley of Tempe, 
where Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes lived in little 
Huts of their own Building. The Fairy knowin 
that if the Princeſs lived to fixteen Years of Age, 
without ſeeing the Giant, that ſhe might return in 
Triumph back to her own Dominions, took all the 
Care imaginable to conceal her from the Eyes of all 
the World; and that ſhe might not appear ſo beau- 
tiful, drefled her like a Shepherdeſs, with” her 
Coifs, and Hat hanging over her Eyes; but that 
charming Princeſs, like the Sun breaking out from 
a dark Cloud, could not be ſo diſguiſed, but' that 
ſome of her Charms maſt appear; and notwith- 
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ſtanding all the Fairy's Care, Conſtantia was every 


where mentioned as the chief Work of the Gods, 


and the Raviſher of all Hearts. Beſides her Beauty 
was not the only Thing for which ſhe was admired ; 


the Fairy had endowed her with a delicate Voice, 
and the Knowledge of all Inſtruments, that ſhe 
might be ſaid even to excel Apollo and the Muſes. 
In this Solitude ſhe lived without the leaſt repin- 
ing, for the Fairy had acquainted her with the 


* Reaſons of bringing her up in ſo obſcure a Manner; 


which, as ſhe had a great Share of Wit and gcod 
Senſe, ſhe reliſned extraordinary well: In ſhort, 


mꝛe was the Admiration of the Fairy for her Doci- 


lity and quickneſs of Apprehenſion. But as her 
Preſence at that Time was abſolutely neceſſary 
in the Kingdom of De/arts, fince the Miniſters ſhe 
had appointed ated not according to their In- 
ſtructions, ſhe was obliged to leave Conſtantia, en- 
joining her not to ſtir out till ſhe returned. Js 
The Princeſs had a Favourite Ram, that ſhe had 
bred up trom a Lamb, and which ſhe called Ry/or, 
with which ſhe uſed to divert herſelf, dreſſing it 
up in Garlands of Flowers, and Bunches of Ribbons. 
It knew her Voice, and would do whatever ihe 
bid it, and uſed to ſkip about her Chamber, and 
play with her for Hours together. Wherever ſhe 
went, it would go along with her. would eat 
nought but what ſhe gave, and would ſooner periſh 
with Thirſt than drink out of any Thing but the 
Palms of her Hands; it would ſhut a Door, beat 
Time when the Princeſs ſung, and bleat by way 
of Cadence: In ſhort, Ruſon was amiable, and was 
loved by Conſtantia, who was continually talking 
and making much of him. Notwithſtanding all 
this, Ruſon was more taken with an Ewe 'of the 


Flock, than his Princeſs, and a poor ſorry Ewe 
was more in Ruſon's Eyes than the Queen of Love, 
| Conſtantia 
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Conſtantia often reproached him with his Wanton- 
neſs : * Little Libertine (ſaid ſhe) cannot you ſtay 
with me? thou art ſo dear to me, that for thee , 
alone I negle& my whole Flock, and yet thou 
« wilt not forſake that ſcabby Ewe to pleaſe me.” 
After that, ſhe tied him to the Wall with a Chain 
of Flowers, whereat he ſeemed very much vexed, 
and kept pulling and tearing till he broke it. 
« Alas, (ſaid Conſtantia in a Paſſion) the Fairy 
has often told me, that Men are as wilful as 
thee, that they cannot endure the leaſt Confine- 
ment, and that they are the moſt refractory Crea- 
* tures under the Heavens; and therefore fince 
thou art like them, naughty Ruſon, go to thy naſty 
« Ewe, and if the Wolf, ſhould catch thee, thou 
* muſt take it for thy Pains, ſince it will not be 
perhaps in my Power to ſave thee.” | | 

The amorous Sheep, on whom Conſtantia's 
Advice could not prevail, being one Day with his 
dear Ewe, nigh the little HouſE where the Prin- 
ceſs was ſet working all alone, ſhe heard him bleat 
out fo loud and pitifully, that ſhe no longer diſ- 

ated but ſome ill Accident had befel him; and 

ing very much concerned for him, ran to the 
Door, from whence ſhe ſaw her poor Ruſon carried 
away by a Wolf: And not thinking of the Charge 
the Fairy had given her, ran after crying out, 
a Wolf, a Wolf: and till purſued him, fome- 
times throwing ber Crook, and ſometimes Stones 
at him, but all could not make him quit his Prey, 
when alas! paſſing by a Wood, there came out a. 
terrible Giant, The Princeſs, at the Sight of this 
Coloſſus, lifted up her Eyes to Heaven to beg 
Aſſiſtance, and almoſt wiſhed the Earth would 
and ſwallew her, but all in vain ; ſhe deſerved to - 
be puniſhed for not believing and obſerving what 
the ſovereign Fairy told her. The Giant ſpread 


K 4 wide - 


200 Srog v of the Pio ggdu and Dove. . 

wide his Arms to hinder her paſſiog by; and tho? 
he was ſavage and furious, nevertheleſs he was ſen- 
ſible of her Charms. What Goddeſs art thou? 
© ({aid he, in a Voice as loud as Thunder: ) Think 
got to deceive me, for thou art not mortal; there- 
fore tell me thy Name, or whether thou be the 


Wife or Daughter of Jove. I have a long Time 


* ſought after a Goddeſs to marry her, and now 
* happily met with one.“ At theſe words the 
Princeſs remained mute, and he finding that ſhe 
returned no Anſwer to his Gallantries, ſaid, *« For 
© a Divinity thou haſt the leaſt Wit I ever met 


© With, therefore, I thall put thee in my Bag.“ 


And without any more ado, opened a great Sack 
and put her n. The firſt Thing ſhe perceived was 
the Wolf and the Ram, which the Giant had ta- 
ken as he was hunting. Alas! (ſaid the Princeſs 
to the Sheep, kiſſing it, thou muſt die with me, 
my dear Ruſon; but that is but a ſmall Comfort; 
would it not have been much better for ds to have 
ſtaid at Home?“ This melancholy Reflection 
made her cry moſt bitterly ; ſhe fighed and ſobbed, 
Ruſon bleated, and the Wolf howled, which awa- 
kened a Dog, a Cock, a Parrot, and a Cat, that 


were faſt aſleep, and they altogether made ſuch a 


Noiſe, that the Giant tired therewith, thought 
once to kill them: But at laſt contented himſelf 
with only tying them up in the S:ck, and hanging 
them upon a Tree while he went to fight a 
Duel with another Giant, 
The Princeſs never diſputed but that ſhe was a 
t Way from Home, though ſhe. had not been 
Ens in the Sack, for the Giant's moderate Rate of 
2 was faſter than the ſwiſteſt Horſe could 
gallop; however ſhe took out her Sciſſars, and 
ripped up the Sack, and let out her Ruſon, the 
Cock, the Cat, and Partot; and after them got 
rr ite 4 220 ms 
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out herſelf, leaving the Wolf behind. 'The Night 
was very dark, and the Princeſs a. Stranger to,the 
Place where ſhe was, and knew not which Way to 
go, being in the Midit of a large Foreſt, and not 
a Siar appeared in the Heavens that might afford 
her the leaſt Light, and ſhe always in fear of meet- 
ing the Giant ; notwithſtanding, all this, ſhe went 
forwards, and had fell a thouſand Times, but that 
the Animals ſhe had ſet at Liberty, out of Grati- 
tude ſtayed with her, and were very ſerviceable to 
her in her Journey. The Cat's glaring. Eyes 
ſerved for a Flambeaux; the Dog as a Ceritinal, to 
give notice by his Barking ; the Cock by his 
Crowing, to frightea the Lions; and the Parrot, 
by his Talking, ſecured her againſt Thieves, by 
making them believe there were twenty People; 
and the Ram by going juſt before, picked out her 
Way, that ſhe might not ſtumble. Conſtantia kept 
walking on at a Venture, recommending herſelf 
to the Protection of her good Friend the Fairy, 
thouzh at the ſame Time ſhe reproached herſelf 
for not having foilowed her Orders. Sometimes 
the feared ſhe was forſaken, and wiſhed. that her 
good Fortune would Conduct her to” the Houſe 
where ſhe had been brought up ſo privately ; but as 
ſhe was entirely ignorant of the Way, ſhe durſt not 
flatter herſelf with ſo great an Happineſs: At 
Day break ſhe found herſelf by the Side of a River, 
that watered a moſt agreeable Meadow, and look- 
ing about, ſaw neither Dog, Cat, Cock, or Par- 
rot, but only Ruſon that kept her Company; 
* Alas! (iaid ſhe) where am I? J am a perfect 
Stranger to this (weet Abdde; what will become 
of me? Who will take Care of me? How much 
haſt thou coſt me, my dear Favourite? (ſaid ſhe 
to Ruſon) Had I not ran after thee, I had been 
ſtiil with the Sowere:gn Fairy, and had been in 
no fear of the Giant, or any unlucky Adventure 
n e | Ruſon 
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Ruſon trembling, ſeemed to acknowledge his 
Fault; and in ſhort, the Princeſs fatigued and 
weary, left off chiding, and ſat herſelf down on 
the Banks, where the Shade of ſome Trees ſecured 
her from the Heat of the Sun, invited her to lie 
down to take a ſhort Sleep, while Ruſon, who 
ferved for her Guard, walked around her. She 
had not been long in a ſound Sleep, before Ruſon 
bleated ſo loud, that he awakened her, but then 
how great was her Aſtoniſhment, to obſerve at 
twenty Paces off a young Man behind ſome Buſhes ; 
the Beauty of his Shape and Face, the Nobleneſs 
of his Air, and the Magnificence of his Dreſs, 
equally furprized the Princeſs, that ſhe ſtarted up 
all on a ſudden, with a Reſolution to be gone : But 
what ſecret Charm detained her, I know not. She. 
looked upon the Stranger with as much Concern, 
as if he had been the Giant; but her Apprehen- 
ions proceeded from different Cauſes : Their 
Looks and Actions diſcovered tos well the Senti- 
ments they entertained of each other, and they 
perhaps might have remained fo ſome Time before 
they had ſpoke, had not the Prince heard the 
—— the Horn, and the Dogs approaching 
them. Perceiving ſhe was ſurprized, at laſt he 
ſaid, Fear nothing, fair Shepherdeſs, you are 
« ſafe here; would to Heaven all that you ſee were 
© ſo too.” Sir (ſaid ſhe) I am a poor Orphan, 
© whoſe only employ is being a Shepherdeſs, there- 
fore I implore your Protection; procure me but 
à Flock, none ſhall exceed me in Care.“ Hap- 
py muſt the Sheep be, ſaid he that you lead! 
ut in ſhort, lovely Shepherdeſs, if you deſire it, 
Iwill ſpeak to the Queen my Mother, and ſhall 
take a Pleaſure from this Day to offer you my 
Services. Alas! Sir (replied Conſtantia) I 
* aſk pardon for the Liberty I have taken ; I ſhould 
not have been ſg bold, had I known your * 
5 ec 
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The Prince heard her with the utmoſt Aſtoniſh- | 
ment, to find her Wit and Politeneſs anſwerable to 
the Excellence of her Beauty, all which was no 
ways agreeable to the Plainneſs of her Dreſs ; and 
thereupon endeavoured to diſſuade her from being 
a Shepherdeſs. Conſider (ſaid he) you will be 
« expoſed in Woods and Fields, to many Dangers, 
where you have no other Company but your 
harmleſs Sheep ; beſides, the Delicacies I have 
obſerved in you will not admit of that Solitude 
you ſeem to deſire. Who can be ſo ignorant as 
to think, that when the Fame of your Charms 1s 
ſpread abroad, you can avoid thouſands of im- 
portunate Lovers? I myſelf, adorable Shepher- 
deſs, will quit the Court to follow you ; and why 
may not others do the like?* * Forbear (Sir, 
faid ſhe) to flatter me with Praiſes, of which 1 
am no ways deſerving ; I was born in a Cottage, 
and have always led a Country Life, and hope 
you will permit me to look after the Queen's 
Fleck, if ſhe vouchſafed me that Charge, in all 
Tranquillity : But yet 1 have one Faveur more 
* torequeſt, and that is, that I may be put under 
« ſome more experienced Shepherdeſs, whom I 
* ſhall endeayour never to diſpleaſe.” The Prince 
could not return any Anſwer to theſe Words, be- 
cauſe his Attendants appeared. on a Hill at ſome 
ſmall Diſtance, but ſaid to her in great Haſte, « I 
« muſt leave you, charming Fair; I cannot bear 
the Thoughts that fo many ſhould partake of the 
* Happineſs of ſeeing you: Go to the End of the 
+ Meadow, there is the Houſe where you will be 
* entertained, if you tell them I ſent you.“ Here- 
upon Conſtantia,” who was joth to be expoſed to ſo 
much Company, ran to the Place where Conffantis 
(which was the Prince's Name) directed her, fol- 
lowed all the while by that Prince's Eyes, who 
fetched many tender ab "then a” + 
2 | e, 
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Horſe he made towards his Company, and with 
them returned to Court, without purſuing their 
Sport any. longer. 4 ; : I 54 | « Ws +. by 905 

; When he came to ſee the Queen, he found her 
very much enraged againſt an old Shepherdeſs, who 
had given up a very bad Account of her Lambs; 


whereupon. the, had ordered her never to ſee her 


more. Conſtantio, favoured with this Opportu- 
nity, told her he had met with a young Damſel 
that ſeemed careful, and who was very deſirous to 
ſerve her. The Queen approved of whiit her Son 
told her, bidding the Prince give Orders for her to 
be conducted to thoſe Paſtures that belonged to the 
Crown. He was overjoyed that ſhe was diſpenſed 
with from coming to Court ; for the Violence of his 
Paſſion, had created a Jealouſy of being rivalled, 


though there were none that could diſpute with him 


either in Rank or Merit; but indeed he was not ſo” 


apprehenſive of the great Lords, as of more infe- 


rior Perſous, believing ſhe might have more In- 
clination for a plain Shepherd, than for a Prince 
ſo nigh oaks Thane”; ard it is to relate the 
many Reflections with which this was followed, 
how he reproached his Heart, that had never loved 
7 Perſon worthy of it, for 
ſabmitting to a young. Damſel of an obſcure Birth; 
and ſince that he could not own his Paſſion without 
a Bluſh, he reſolved. to combat it, and perſuaded 
himſelf that Abſence was the only Remedy, par- 
ticularly in a new born Love. He avoided the 
Sight of his Shepherdeſs as much as poſſible, and 
bllowed his Diverſion of Hunting and pther Sports; 
and whenever he ſaw. any Sheep, turned his Head 
away, as if they were ſo many Vipers, inſomuch 
tina Tittle Tune he was B the Wounc 


e had received: When one Day, it being the hotteſt 
of the Dog-Days, fatigũed 1 8 N 
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der . ſome Willows and Oſiers, that by the unitin 
of their Branches formed a pleaſant Shade, whic 
invited him to Sleep; when all on a ſudden he was 
awakened by an heavetily Voice, and agreeably 
ſurprized to hear theſe Wed RO em" 


Why, alas ! have I then vow'd 
To live all free from Love, 
Suce it is the God's Decree, 
That he will me Ferjur'd prove. 


How from ſuch a killing Wound 
Shall I free each tender Part, 
Since Conſtantio is become © 
Maſter of my eaſy Heart. . 


Dot her Day 1 jaw him walk 
To this ſelitary Glade, © * 
Wearied with the-pleafing Toil, 
| That invites Men to it's Shade. 


Nothing ſo charming had I ſeen 
To ro me of my r 

Taba then Love drew his Row, 
And aim'd it at my Break 


| The Dart pierced in too deep, 
So large a Wound it made ; © 
My Paſſion burns up to 4 Flame, 
No Cure is to be had. © © 
His Curioſity, at the hearing of his Name men- 
tioned, prevailed over the pleaſure of liſtening to 
the fine Singing, he fe up, and went to a Intle 
Eminence, ſurround with Trees, to look about, he 
was no ſooner at the Top, but he perceived the fair 
Conſtantia, at the Foot thereof, fitting by the Side 
of a Brook, the precipitant Fall whereof ſeemed, by 
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the agreeable Noiſe it. made, to agree with her 

Voice. Her faithful Sheep lay on the Graſs by her 

Side, while ſhe frequently patted him with her 
Crook, and he in acknowledgment, looked her in 
the Face, kiſſed her Hand, Alas! (faid the Prince 
„to himſelf) how happy wouldſt thou be, if thou 


kneweſt but the Value of thoſe Careſſes? this Shep · 
„ herdeſs is now more beautiful than the firſt Time 


I ſawher! O Love ! what is it thou requireſt of 
me! Ought I to love, or am I rather able to re- 
« fiſt? I have carefully avoided her, being too ſen- 
< ſible of the Danger of ſeeing her; witneſs, ye 
irt Moments made 
on me. My Reaſon I employed to my Aſſiſtance; 
« I flew from the lovely Object but, alas! have 
found it again: And too ſure, the Conftantio ſhe 
0 e of, is ſome happy Shepherd.“ 
hile he was arguing with himſelf after this 
Manner, the Shepherdeſs aroſe to gather up her 
Flock, to drive them to another Part of the Mead, 
where ſhe had left her Companions. The Prince, 
fearing to loſe his W x egy of ſpeaking to her, 
made all imaginable Haſte to get toher : © Charm- 
« ing Shepherdeſs (ſaid he) give me Leave to aſk 
« if the ſmall Service I did you, is any ways pleaſ- 
ing to you?” Conſtantia, at the Sight of the 
Prince, bluſhed, and her Completion was ani- 
mated with the moſt lively Colours: * Sir (replied 
« ſhe) I ſhould have taken Care to have returned 
you my moſt humble Acknowledgments, if they 
had been convenient from fo poor a girl as me, 
to ſo great a Prince; but if I have been failing 
„therein, Heaven can witneſs I am not ungrate- 
« ful, but pray the Gods to crown your Days with 
* Happineſs.” «< Conſtantia (replied he) if you are 
41 ſo much touched with my Intentions, as you 
* ſay, it is eaſy for you to ſhew it.“ * Alas! Sir, 
+ (faid ſhe, ſomewhat confuſed) what can I do for 
ESE, « you? 
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© you?? © You may tell me, (added he) whom you 
meant by thoſe Words you ſung ?* * As they are 
none of my making (anſwered ſhe) it is not in 
my Power to ſatisfy you therein.“ - Whale ſhe 
was ſpeaking, he perceived that ſhe bluſhed, and 
was ſomewhat embaraiſed, and thereupon ſaid, 
Why, Conſtantia, do you conceal your Thoughts, 
« fince your Countenance betrays too much the 
Secrets of your Heart? You are in Love.“ Here 
he left off to obſerve her with more Attention. To 
which ihe replied, © Sir, whatever Things may 
© concern me, cannot be worth a great Prince's 
being informed of; beſides, I am ſo much uſed 
© to Silence with my Sheep, that I muſt beg your 
Pardon, if I anſwer not your Queitions.” And 
then went away ſuddenly. | 

As Jealouſy oftentimes helps to renew the Flames 
of Love, the Prince's from that Moment took ſuch 
Force as never to be extinguiſhed ; he diſcovered a 
thouſand new Charms in her Perſon, which he ne- 
ver had obſerved before ; her Manner of leaving - 
him, confirmed his Suſpicion, of her being in love 
with ſome Shepherd: A profound Melancholy hung 
over his Soul, he durſt not follow her, though de- 
ſirous of more Diſcourſe with her; but laid himſelf 
down on the ſame Place, ſhe roſe from, and after 
recollecting the Words ſhe had ſung, writ them 
down in his Pocket-Book, and examined them with 
great Attention. *Tis but lately (ſaid he to him- 
« ſelf) that ſhe has ſeen this Conſtantio, with whom 
ſhe is ſo much enamoured ; how came I to bear 
© the ſame Name, and not alſo to enjoy the ſame 
« good Fortune? Alas! how coldly ſhe looked ar 
* me? She ſhewed more indifference than when 
« firſt I ſaw her; her greateſt Cate has been to-find 
© out a Pretext to get away from me.* With theſe 
tormenting Thoughts he racked his afflicted Soul, 
unable to comprehend that a fample Shephedeſs 


— 
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| Thould not have the feaſt Inctination to a great 
Prince. When he returned to the Palace, he ſent 
fr a young Lad, with whom he uſed to divert him- 
ſelf ſometimes, who was both of Birth and Faſhion, 
and one of the Prince's Attendants ; he ordered 
Aim to dreſs himſelf like a Shepherd, to feed a 
Flock of Sheep in the Queen's Meadows, and to 
obſerve Conſtantia, without being in the leaſt ſuſ- 
| peed by her. Mirtain (which was his Name) too 
fgefirous to pleaſe his Maſter to neglect any Oppor- 
- *tanity, promiſed to acquit himſelf rhe beſt he could, 
and prepared himſelf „ the next Morning; 
when he wad admitted, by ſhewing an Order from 
the Prince, and faying he was his Shepherd. He 
Was gallant, and found it no difficult Matter to 
render himſelf pleafing to the Shepherdeſſes; but. 
for Conſtantia, he diſcovered in her an Air of Pride 
*bove what'ſhe ſeemed to be, which made him think 
nde Country Life ſhe led could not be agreeable to 
Jo much Wi, Beauty, and Merit: Hh followed 
Aer, but all in vain, and found her always alone at 
the Bottom of the Wool, finging an Air which 
me ſeemed very much ſo delight in. He could 
Meet with no Shepherds that durſt undertake to 
make any Addreſs, ſo difficult it appeared to pleaſe 
ker ; however, Mirtain attempted it, was always 
"near, offered her ſome little Services, but found. by 
'Experience, that ſhe would not enter into any En- 
ement. u $a 158 . LEV 
Every Night he gave the Prince an Account of 
the Situation of Affairs, all which contributed to 
| Kis Deſpair. * Deceive not yourſelf, my Lord, 
*"(faid he one Day to him, this beautiful Damſet is 
eertainb in Love: but then it is with one of her 
* Country. If fo (replied the Prince) why 
e fouls he not return home?“ How) do we 
«how 7 — Mirtain, but x may have ſome 
1 - oppoſe | 
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* be enraged againſt her Lover. Alas! (cried 
© the Prince) the Words I heard her ſing were ut- 
* tered with too much Tendernèſs; however, learn 
her Sentiments of me, ſpeak both well and ill of 
me: By that means thou mayeſt come to know 
her Thoughts.“ Mirtain failed not to get an 
Opportunity of Diſcourſe with Conſtantia, and 
among other Things, ſaid, Fair Shepherdeſs, 
© what is the Matter with you? You ſeem melan- 
choly, notwithſtanding all thoſe Reaſons you have 
to be otherwiſe.” *© Pray, (ſaid ſhe) what are 
thoſe Reaſons ? I am here a Stranger, reduced 
to keep Sheep, and hear no News from my. 
Friends; where is the Agreeableneſs of all 
this 1“ But then (replied he) you are the moſt 
amiable Perſon in the World; you have à great 
Share of Wit, a raviſhing Voice, and a Beauty 
not to be equalled.” Though I am Miſtreſs df 
all theſe (ſaid ſhe, fetching a deep Sigh) of what 
Advantage are they to me?* What then (re- 
plied Mirtain) you are ambitious, you think 
none but Kings and Princes are happy ? Be con- 
vinced of this Miſtake ;, J belong to the Princ 
Conſtantio, and notwithſtanding the Inequality 
of our Stations, am ſometimes nigh his Perſon. 
and can obſerve and penetrate into the Actions 
his Soul, and know full well he is not happy.“ 
Alas! (ſaid the Princeſs) what can trouble hi 
Repoſe ;* A fatal Paſſion (anſwered Mirtain. )“ 
He is in Love (replied ſhe with ſome concern; 
alas! I pity him: But what do I ſay (comitac 
ſhe, bluſhing) he is too lovely, not to deſerve 1 
Return. ge dares not flatter himſelffair Shep - 
herdeſs (ſaid Mirtain ; but if you would give 
him Eaſe as to that Point, your Words wot 
have more Effect upon him than any other Pers 
ſon's,” It is no ways proper for me (aid ſhah 
to concern myſelf with the Aﬀairs of fo great 1 
Men 1 1 Printe 
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Prince; and thoſe you ſpeak to me of, are too 


particular: Adieu, Mirtain (leaving him ſud- 
* denly) if you would oblige me, ſpeak no more 
of your Prince, nor his Amours.” | | 

Thus ſhe left Mirtain, though-no ways inſenſible 
of the Merit of his Prince; for from the firſt Time 
ſhe ſaw him, ſhe had never been able to blot him. 
out of her Thoughts: And without this ſecret 
Charm which detained her againſt her own Deſire, 
it 1s certain ſhe would have endeavoured to find out 

the Sovereign Fairy. Beſides, it may. be expected 
that that 33 Perſon, who could not be ig- 
norant of all that paſſed, ſnould come to look after 
her; but that lay not in her Power; aſter the Giant 
had found the Princeſs, ſne was forced to ſubmit to 
Fortune ſor a cetain Time, inſomuch that the Fairy 


was contented to come and ſee her in a Sun-beam, 


againſt which Conſtantia could not look ſtedfaſtly 
enough to diſcern her, 

Conſtantia ce with Rage that the Prince 
had neglected her, and that this ſecond View was 
entirely owing to Chance, that conducted him to 
the Place where ſhe wagfat Singing: ſhe was vexed 


with herſelf for the Sentiments ſhe entertained of. 


him ; and if it is poſſible to love and hate at the 
- ſame Time, I may ſay ſhe hated becauſe ſhe loved 


too much. Ruſon was the only Witneſs of the Tears 


ſhe ſhed fecretly : ſometimes ſhe would confeſs her 
Grief to him, as if he was capable of underſtand- 
ing; and whenever he ſkipped. or played among 
the other Sheep, ſhe would cry out, Take care, 
© Ruſon, leſt Love inflame thee, which without a 
© Return, is the greateſt of all Misfortunes.“ Theſe 
Reflections were followed by a Thouſand Reproaches 
ſhe made herſelf, for the Love ſhe bore to a Prince 


that appeared ſo indifferent, whom ſhe was ſtriving 


forget ; when ſhe found him retired to that agree- 
able Shade, to think with more Freedom on the 


Shepherdeſs 


_ 
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Shepherdeſs from whom he flew. There ſurprized 
with Sleep he lay upon the Graſs, when ſhe came 


and ſaw him: Her Paſſion encreaſed, and ſhe 


could not forbear making theſe Words. true, which 
were the Cauſe of the Prince's Diſquiet. But then, 
what were her Torments, when Mirtain told her, 
Conſtantio was in love? Whatever Reſtraint ſhe put 
upon herſelf, ſhe could not help changing her Coun- 
tenance; at which Mirtain, whoſe Buſineſs it was 
toobſerve all her Actions, was not a little overjoyed 
and ran to acquaint his Maſter. The Prince, who 
was not at that Time ſo much diſpoſed to flatter 
himſelf as his Confidant, fancied he ſaw nothing 
but Indifference in all the Proceedings of that Shep- 


'herdeſs, and accuſed the happy and beloved Con- 


flantia. The next Morning he went to find her 
out : She no ſooner ſaw him, but ſhe fled from 
him, as. if he had been a Lion or a Tyger, think- 
ing Flight the only Remedy that was leit her: For 
ſince her Converſation with Mirtain, ſhe thought 


| ſhe ought not to negle& the recovering of her 


Heart again, and that the only Means to ſucceed 


therein, was to avoid him. But what became of , 


Conftantio, when his Shepherdeſs, left him ſo ſud- 
denly ? © You ſee ſaid he to Mirtain, who ſtood by 
him) the happy Effects of what you have done; 
Conſtantia hates me; I dare not follow her to know 
her Sentiments.* Alas! Sir (replied Mirtain) 
c =: ſhew too much Reſpect for a Country Girl: 
If you think fit, I will go and order her to come 
© to you.“ Ah! Mirtain (cried the Prince) thou 
* art a Confident, not a Lover ; my Thoughts are 
entirely bent upon pleaſing that lovely Damſel ; - 
© I have diſcovered a Politeneſs in her, that 1 am 
© ſure thote rough Ways of yours muſt be diſagree · 
© able to, and chuſe rather to endure my Pains, 
* than diſpleaſe her.” As he made an end of theſe 
Words, he went away ſeized with a Melancholy 


deep 
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deep enough to move the Pity of an Heart leſs in- 
rereſted thay Conſtantia's. As foon as he was gone, 
Me returned; to have the Satisfaction of ſitting on 
the fame Spot of Grbund he had ſtood on. It 
ab here (ſaid the) that he ſtopped; it was from 
© hence that he locked at me; but, alas! in all 
© theſe Places he has ſhewn but too much indiffe- 
© rence for me, and comes only to enjoy the more 
Freedom of his Thoughts on his beloved Miſ- 


« treſs: But what Reaſon have I to complain? 


© How is it poſſible he ſhould engage himſelf to a 
Girl that he thinks ſo much beneathhim ?' Some- 
times ſhe was for informing him of her Adven- 
tures ; but the Sovereign Fairy had forbid her ſo 
abfolutely never to ea uf them, that her Obedi- 
ence prevailed, and ſhe” reſolved to keep them 
ſeeret. 1 5 
Some Days after the Prince came again, and ſhe 
avoided him as much 4s before; upon which he was 
very much grieved, and ordered Mirtain to go and 
load her with Reproaches from him; which ſhe 
ge ſhe did not underſtand, but at laſt con- 
ented to ſee his Maſter. Which Words were no 
ſooner out of her Mouth, but Mirtain ran to ac- 
_ the Prince, who longed with impatience for 
the Approach of the next Morning. It no ſooner 
appeared, but he went to find his lovely Shepher- 
deis ; ſhe ſeemed at the firſt Sight of him, ſpeech- 
leſs and confuſed, and much more ſo when he de- 
Clared his Paffion: And notwithſtanding her Defire 
of believing him, ſhe was afraid of being deceived, 
thinking, that he looked upon her no otherwiſe 
than as ſhe appeared to be, might only divert and 
leaſe himſelf, by making a Declaration no ways 
uitable to a poor Shepherdeſs. Enraged at this 
Thought, ſhe became more proud, and received all 
the Aſſurances of his Paſſion with a Coldnels that 


ned all his Suſpicions. Upon which he ſaid, 
coabrm — RIS CONE rr & Tee 
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I ſee you are engaged: Some happy Swain has 
© known how to t ; but — me Wines 
Heaven if I find him out, he ſhall feel the Ef- 
fects of all my Rage. Sir (replied ſhe) I aſk 
no Fayour for any one; and if you knew but the 
Sentiments of my Heart, you, would find them 
© different from what you think them to be.“ At 
theſe Words the Prince conceived ſome Hopes; but 


A 


thoſe were ſoon deſtroyed. by the Converſation they 


had afterwMds ; for the proteſted her Indifference 
was not to be overcome; and that ſhe, was very 
ſenſible ſhe could never love. Theſe Words, again 
caſt him into an inexpreſſible Grief, which he con- 
ſtrained as much as poſſible, that ſhe * not 
erceive it. In ſhort, whether through the Vio- 
1 he did himſelf, or the Exceſs of his Paſſion, 
which was become ſtronger, by the more Difficul- 
ties that oppoſed it, he fell ſo dangerouſly Ill, that 
the Phyſicians, not knowing the Cauſe, deſpaired 
of his Recovery. Mirtain, who was by his Maſter 
ordered to attend on, and follow Conſtantia, told 
her the diſmal News, which ſhe heard with a tiou- 
ble and concern not to be conceived. He aſked her 
if ſhe knew no Remedy for a Fever, and violent 
Pains of the Head and Heart ; to which ſhe replied 
ſhe knew of one, conſiſting of ſome Simples that ſhe = 
could gather, but that it depended moſt on the 
Manner of the Application. Will not you go to 
the Palace (ſaid. he) to adminiſter it?'' No, 
« faid ſhe bluſking) I am afraid it ſhoul! not ſuc- 


« ceed.* « How (continued he) can you negleR 


any Thing to do us Service on this preſſing Oc- 
* cation? I always indeed thought you cruel and 
* hard-hearted, but now find you a [Thouſand 


* Times more fo than I imagined,* Theſe Re- 


proaches of Mirtain's created a Pleafure in Con- 
Kantia, who was overjoyed that he preſſed her to 
tee the Prince; for the obtaining of which Sa- 

| | tiafation 
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faction alone, ſhe boaſted of a Remedy to eaſe his 


P ains. : ; . 
Mirtain went and informed the Prince of all that 
the Shepherdeſs ſaid to him, and with what Ardour 
ſhe wiſhed for his Health. Ah! Mirrain (ſaid 
© Conſtantio, you intend to flatter me; but I for- 
give =o and would willingly (durſt I be de- 
«© ceived) think that beautiful Maid has ſome 
« Friendihip for me. Go, and tell the Queen, 
© that one of her Shepherdeſſes hath g@ wonderful 
© Secret to cure me; get her Leave, and bring 
3 this Charmer hither : Run, fly, for every Mo- 
© ment ſeems an Age.” The Queen who had ne- 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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ver ſeen this Shepherdeſs, ſaid, when Mirtain told | 
her of Conſtantia, that ſhe had no Faith in what 2 
ſuch ignorant Perſons pretended to know, and that . 
it was idle Talk. Certainly, Madam (ſaid Mir- 
* © tain) there is ſometimes as much Eaſe found in 
| the Uſe of ſome Simples, as from the learned 
. © Preſcriptions of the moſt: eminent Phyſicians ; 
| © and the Prince is very deſirous of trying what 
this young Damſel propoſes.” * With all my 
Heart, (ſaid the Queen) But if ſhe does not Cure 
| * him, I will uſe her ſo, as ſhe ſhall never have 
the Aſſurance to pretend to adminiſter her Sim- 
* ples any more.“ Mirtain went and gave his 
Maſter an Account of the Queen's ill Humour. 
The Prince cried out, that he was afraid Conſtan- 
tia ſhould feel the Effects thereof, and ordered him 
ta go back to his Mother, to deſire her, ſrom him, 
to let that fair Maid ſtay with her Sheep, What 
a Recompence (continued he) is this for her 
« Pains! The very Thoughts of it redouble my 
Diſeaſe.“ Mirtain acquitted himſelf of his Com- 
miſſion to the Queen, but as ſhe was naturally - 
haſty, ſhe flew into a Paſſion at the Fickleneſs of 
his Reſolution, © T have already ſent for her, (ſaid 
«* ſhe) If ſhe cures my Son, I ſhall give her a Re- 
| | * ward 
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ward; if not, Iknow what I have todo: Go, and 
* endeavour to divert him, for his Melancholy 
* grieves me. Mir/aix obeyed, but acquainted 


not his Maſter with the Reception he met with, 


leaſt his Fears for the Shepherdeſs might do him a 
Prejudice. The Paſtures belonging to the Crown 


being nigh the Town, it was not long before ſhe - 


came; beſides thoſe who are guided by Love, are 


| feldom ſlow. The Queen did not think fit to ſee 


her, congenting herſelf with bidding her take care 
what ſhe did, and aſſuring her, if ſhe did not cure the 
Prince, ſhe ſhould be put into a Sack, and thrown 
into the River. At this Menace the beautiful 


Princeſs turned pale, and her blood ran chill in her 


Veins, Alas! (ſaid ſtie to herſeff) I deſerve this 
« Puniſhment for the Lye I have told, when I 


© boaſted of my Skill? and I fear my Deſire of 


© ſeeing Conſtantio, will not be a ſufficient Reaſon 


for the Gods to protect me.. Then hanging 


down her Head the Tears ran trickling down her 
fair Eyes, Thoſe that were by, admired her ſo 
much, that they took her to be more like an Angel 


than a Mortal, and ſaid, fear nothing, lovely 


Shepherdeſs, your Eyes carry in them Life and 
Death; one Glance from them is able to recover 
ovr young Prince: Go into his Chamber, dry 
up your Tears, and apply your Remedy without 


Fear. 


This Manner of ſpeaking, together with her ex- 


treme Deſire to ſee the Prince, inſpired her with 
ſome Confidence. She begged Leave to go into 


the Garden to gather what was neceſſary for the 


Cure, where ſhe took ſome Myrtle, Trefoil and 
other Herbs and Flowers dedicated to Cupid and: 


his Mother; the Feathers of a Dove, ſome Drops of a 


Pidgeon's Blood, and called' upon all the Deities 
and Fairies for their Aid ; and then trembling 
; g more 
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more than a Turtle when ſhe ſees a Kite hovering 
over her Head, bid them conduct her to the Prin- 
ce's Chamber. When ſhe came there, ſhe found 


him in Bed, his Face pale as Death, and ms Eyes 
languiſhing; but as ſoon as he ſaw her, ſome 


ſtreams of Colour flowed up into his Cheeks, which 
ſhe obſerved with great Joy. Sir (ſaid ſhe) I 


have often offered up my Prayers to Heaven for 


© the Recovery of your Health; and my Zeal en- 
« gaged me to tell one of your Shephends, that I 
'© knew of a Remedy, which I would willingly 


make uſe of to eaſe you; but the Queen has 


told me that if Heaven ſhould abandon me in this 


'« Undertaking, ſhe will put me to Death. Judge, 
Sir, of my Fears, and be perſuaded that I am 


more intereſted in the Preſervation of your 
6 Health, than my own Life.“ Fear GS”, 
charming Shepherdeſs (ſaid he) the favourable 
* Vows you made for my Life, will render it ſo 
© dear to me, that all my.endeavours ſhall be to 
6 Py it. Alas! how can my Days be more 
happy, when I remember what I heard you ſing 
of Conſtantio ? Thoſe fatal Words, and your Ri- 
c Jour. have reduced me ta the Condition you 
© {ſee mein; but fair Shepherdeſs, you bid me live, 
and I will live for you.“ It was with Difficulty 
that Conſtantia concealed the Pleaſure ſo obliging 


a Declaration created in her Soul, and fearing le 


ſome Perſon might hear what the Prince ſaid to her, 
ſhe aſked him, if he would give her Leave to put 
on a Bandage and Bracelets cf the Herbs ſhe had 
gathered; at which he held out his Arm in a ten- 
der Manner, and ſhe tied on one of the Bracelets 
preſently, having firſt performed ſome little Ce- 
remonies to amuſe the Prince's Court. The 


Prince cried out a few Moments after, that he was 


better; and the Phyſicians _— called in, were 
ſurprized at the Excellence of a Medicine, Us Ef- 
: tects 
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fects of which were ſo quick: But when they ſaw. 
the Shepherdeſs that applied it, their Amazement 
vaniſhed ; and they ſaid one to another, that there 
was more Virtue in one Look from her than all 
their Medicines together. The Shepherdeſs was ſo 
little affected with the Praiſes they beſtowed on 
her, that. thoſe who knew her not, took that for 
Stupidity which proceeded from a different Cauſe ; 
for the placed herſelf behind one of the Bed Cur- 
tains, hiding herſelf from every one but her ſick 
Patient, whoſe Head and Pulſe ſhe often ſtooped to 
feel; and in thoſe little Opportunities they ſaid 
thouſands of tender Things to each other. I hope, 
Sir (ſaid ſhe to him} the Sack the Queen provided 
© for to drown me in, will be put to a better Uſe, 
« ſince your Health, which is ſo precious to me, is 
in a fair Way of being reſtored. It depends en- 
« tirely upon you, lovely Conſtantia (replied he) a 
little ſhare in your Heart will compleat both my 
Health and Happineſs.” He roſe ſoon after and 
went to the Queen's Apartment, who, when ſhe 
was told the Prince was coming, would not be- 
lieve it, but was very much ſurprized to meet him 

at her Chamber-Door. « What is it you, my dear 
Child (cried ſhe?) To whom am I obliged for 
this?“ © To your own Bounty, Madam, (replied 
he) in ſending me the moſt able Perſon in the 
World; whom I deſire you to recompence ac- 
cording to the Benefit I have received from her.“ 
Never Mind that (ſaid the Queen in a careleſs 
Manner) She is a poor Shepherdeſs who will 
* think herſelf happy to keep my Sheep; trouble 
© not yourſelf about that.“ The King coming in 
Juſt upon this, and being told of the good News of 
the Prince's Recovery, and his being with the 
Queen; as he was making cowards that Apartment, 
Conſtantia was the firſt Object that ſtruck his Eyes: 
Her Beauty, like the Sun ſhining among the leſſer 


— 
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Lights, dazzled him ſo much, that he was ſome 
Time before he could aſk thoſe about him what the 
was, and ba long Goddeſſes had inhabited his 
Palace; at laſt recovering himſelf, he went to- 
wards her, and knewing her to be the Inchantreſs 
that had cured his Son, embraced her, and told her 
in a gallant Manner, that if he ſhould be ill, he 
would beg of her ta cure him too, and then bid her 
follow him. The Amazement of the Queen, who 
had never ſeen her before, is not to be expreſſed ; 
the gave 2 great Shriek, and fell into a Fit, look - 
ing. all the Time with an enraged Eye on the 
f erdeſs, Canſtantio and Conſtantia were both 
frighted; the King knew not what to attribute it 
ta, and the whole Court were in the utmoſt Con- 
ſternation: When at laſt the Queen came toherſelf 
again, the King aſked often what was the Cauſe, 

but ſhe diſſembling her Uneaſineſs, ſaid it was only 
the Vapours : At which the Prince who knew bet- 
ter, was very much concerned. She bid the Shep- 
herdeſs, with ſome ſeeming Sort of Kindneſs, to 
ſtay ; telling her that ſhe deſigned her to look after 
the Flowers in her Parterre ; which employ the 
Princeſs was very much pleaſed with, to think ſhe, 
might have an Opportunity of ſeeing @onſtantio 
every Day. 

Some Time after, the King obliged the Queen to 
go with him into his Cloſet, where he aſked her 
tenderly what vexed her. Alas! (cried ſhe) I 
dreamed that my Son was married to a young 
© Shepherdeſs ; and though I never ſaw this young 
Girl in my Life before, yet I have fo ſtrong an 
© Idea of her Perſon in my Dream, that I knew 
© her again as ſoon as I fixed my Eyes on her, and 
„ ſhall be very much deceived it this ſorry Country 


© Girl does not give me great Cauſe to be afflifted,” 
< You give too much way (ſaid the King) to ſuch 
« Fancies: I would adviſe you not to act upon ſuch 

Principles: 
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Principles: Send this Shepherdeſs back to her 
Flock, and do not grieve yourſelf with ſuch a ri- 
diculous Conceit.* 

This Advice of the King's was no Ways accept - 
able to the Queen, who, inſtead of following it, 
applied herſelf to penetrate into her Son's Senti- 
ments of Conſtantia. The Prince took all Oppor- 
tunities that offered, to ſee her; and as it was her 
Bufineſs to look after the Flowers, he fancied that 
every Time ſhe touched them they appeared more 
beautiful: Ru/on was ſtill her Companion: To 
him, though he could not anſwer her, ſne would 
be often talking of the Prince: and whenever he 
approached towards her ſne was ſo embaraſſed, that 


her Eyes plainly diſcovered the Secrets of her Soul; 


at which, the overjoyed Prince would ſay all the 
tender Things a violent Paſſion could inſpire. The 
Queen, on the Credit of her Dream, and much 
more on the Account of Conſtantia's incomparable 


Beauty, could not ſleep in Quiet, but roſe before 


Day, and hid herſelf behind the Paliſadoes, and at 


the Bottom of a Grotto, to hear her Son's Diſcourſe 
with that fair Maid ; but as they were both fo 
wiſe as to talk low, ſhe could gather nothing to 
ſupport her Suſpicions, which made her the more 
uneaſy. She looked on the Prince with the utmoſt 
Diſdain, and was in continual Fear, Night and 
Day, leſt that Shepherdeſs ſhould aſcend the 
Throne. 
Conſtantio had as ſtrict a Guard upon himſelf as 
poſſible ; but nevertheleſs every Body almoſt per- 
ceived his Love of Conflantia; for whenever he 
p-aiſed her, through his wonted Cuſtom of admiring 
her, or found Fault with her, he did both like an 
intereſted Perſon: And for Con/tantia, ſhe alſo 
could not forbear ſpeaking of the Prince to her 
Companions; and as ſhe often ſung thoſe Words 
ſhe made for him, ns who heard her, was 
; 2 no 
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no leſs ſurprized at her captivating Voice, than at 
the Subject of her Poetry. © What have I done, 
« juſt Heavens (ſaid ſhe) to be puniſhed in the 
* moſt ſenſible Manner? Alas! I deſigned my 


© Son for my Niece, and to my mortal Grief, ſee 


© him engaged to a Wretch, who may, perhaps, 
make him guilty of Diſobedience,” 

_ While ſhe was afflicting herſelf after this Manner, 
and ruminating upon a thouſand furious Projects to 
puniſh Conſtantia, for being ſo beautiful and 
charming, Love made a farther Progreſs in the 
Hearts of the two Young Lovers. Conſtantia con- 
vinced of the Sincerity of the Prince, could no 
longer conceal her Birth and Sentiments from him. 
A Confeſſion fo tender, and ſo particular > Confi- 
dence, raviſhed him ſo much with Joy, that if they 
had been in any other Place beſides the Queen's 
Garden, he would have caſt himſelf at her Feet to 
thank her. His Paſſion was no longer to be re- 
ſiſted; he loved Conſtantia when a Shepherdeſs, 


and we may eaſily believe adored her when he 


knew her Rank: And if a Princeſs wandering 
trough the World, ſometimes as a Shepherdeſs, 
and ſometimes a Gardener, might ſeem extraor- 
dinary, at that 'Time thoſe Things were very com- 
mon ; and the Princeſs's Air and Manner of Ad- 
dreſs were convincing Proofs of the Sincerity of her 


Words. 


Conſtantio, moved by Love and Eſteem, ſwore an 


eternal Fidelity to the Princeſs, as ſhe did alſo to 


him, promiſing to marry as ſoon as they ſhould 
obtain the Cenſent of thoſe whom Duty required 
them to demand it of. The Queen perceived the 
Strength of his growing Paſſion, and was more 
ſenſible of it, when one Day her Confident, who 
defired nothing more than to find ſomething to 
gain her Favour by, came. to tell her, that Con- 
ftantia ſent Ruſon every Morning into the Prince's 

| | Apartment, 
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Apartment, and that that Sheep carried two Baſkets 
full of Flowers, and that Mirtais led him. The 
Queen, at this News loſt all Patience, and as ſhe 
knew which Way poor Ruſon was to paſs, waited 
for him ; and notwithſtanding Mirrain's Prayers 
and Intreaties, carried him into her Chamber : 
Where ſhe tore the Baſkets and Flowers in Pieces, 
and found in a large Lilly a Piece of Paper cu- 
riouſly wrapped up by Conſtantia, wherein ſhe re- 
proached the Prince with the Dangers he expoſed 
himſelf to in Hunting. The Lines were thus: 


In the mid}? o all my Toy, 
Chilling Fears croud on apace, 
Anxious . my Breaſt invade, 
While you purſue the Chace. s 


Tell me, ye Powers, wherein confift 
T hoſe Charms that thus engage ; 
Charms that can my Prince invite, 


And tempt his Godlike Rage, 


Turn! O turn! your conquering Arms, 
Againſt more yielding Hearts ; 
Wolves and Bears fly from your Spears, 
' The Fair embrace your Darts, 


While the Queen was venting her Rage againſt 
the Shepherdeſs, Mirtain went to give his Maſter 
an Account of what had happened. The Prince 
uneaſy thereat, ran into his Mother's Chamber ; 
who at that Time was going to the King's, to tell 
him. Behold, Sir (ſaid ſhe) the noble Inclina- 
tions of your Son; he is in Love with the Shep- 
herdeſs that pretended to cure him. Alas! (con- 

© tinued ſhe) ſhe knew how too well; *twas Love 
'< inſtructed her: She has reſtored him to Health, 
to make him more miſerable ; and if we do not 
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prevent the Misfortune with which we are 
* threatened, my dream will prove but too true.” 
Lou are naturally too ſevere (faid the King) and 
would have your Son think of no other Perſon, but 
the Princeſs you deſign to marry him to; you 
muſt indulge his Years.* I cannot bear (cried 
the Queen) your taking his Part, you- can never 
find Fault with him ; all that I aſk of you is, to 
_ conſent that I ſend him from Court for ſome 
Time; Abſence may have more Effect than all 
my Arguments.“ The King, was a Man that 
loved a quiet Life, agreed to what his Queen de- 
ſired; and ſhe returned back to her own Apart- 
ment, where ſhe found the Prince waiting for her 
with the utmoſt Impatience. Child (faid ſhe to 
© him, before he could ſpeak to her) the King has 
© been ſhewing me a Letter from the King my 
© Brother, whercin he begs of him to ſend you to 
* his Court, that you may contract a Friendſhip 
© with the Princeſs his Daughter, whom we have 
© a Deſign you ſhall marry ; it being proper you 
* ſhall Judge of each other's Merit, and engage 
your Affections.“ Madam (rep ied the Prince) 
1 aſk nothing ſo particular in my Favour ; neither 
is it cuſtomary tor Princes to go on ſuch Occa- 

fions, and to conſult their Hearts before Reaſons 
of State: My Obedience ſhall be the ſame whe. 
ther the Perſon be beautiful or deformed, witty 
© or otherwiſe.” *« I underſtand you, Reprobate, 
„ (faid the in a Paſſion) you love a baſe Shepher- 
© deſs, and are afraid of leaving her; but you 
© ſhall, or ſee her die before your Face: But if you 
© are ready to go, and will endeavour to forget her,. 
I'll keep her here, and love her as much as now 
* Thate.* The Prince who turned as pale as Death, 
reaſoned with himſelf what to do in this Urgency, 
be knew his Mother to be a moſt cruel and revenge- 
ful Princeſs, and feared leſt his Oppoſition might 
exaſperate 
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exaſperate her ſo much, that his deat Miſtreſs 
would feel the Effects of her Reſentment. In ſhort, 
being cloſely preſſed, he conſented at laſt, like one 
who conſents to drink a Glaſs of Poiſon 3 and no 
ſooner had given his Word, but he left his Mother, 
and returned to his own Apartment, with a Heart 
fo oppreſſed, that he thought he ſhould die. He 
told the faithful Mirpain his Affliction; and impa- 
tient to let his Conſtantia know the Cauſe of it, 
went to the Grotto, where ſhe uſed generally to re- 
tire from the Heats of the Sun, to comb her deli- 
cate Locks, and adjuft herſelf. There he found 
her ſiting on the Graſs by a Brook-fide, which fell 
from the Height of a Rock, with her Feet in the 
Water; the agreeable Murmurs of which, together 
with the Fatigue of her Work, ' having invited her 
inſenſibly to taſte the Sweets of a gentle Sleep. 
Her Eyes, though cloſed, preſerved a thouſand 
Beauties; her long black Eye-laſhes ſet off the 
Whiteneſs of her Skin; the Loves and Graces 
ſeemed to ſurround her, and Modeſty and Sweet- 
nels to augment her Charms. The amorous Prince 
remembered, that the firſt Time he ſaw her it was 
aſleep ; but ſince then, his Sentiments of her were 
become fo tender, that he would willingly have 
ſurrendred up half his Life, to enjoy the other half 
with her: He gazed upon her ſome Time, with 
a Pleaſure that ſuſpended his Grief ; then running 
over all her Beautires, diſcovered her Foot as white 
as Snow, which he could not forbear admiring, 
and approaching nearer, fell on his Knees, and 
took her by the Hand : Upon which ſhe waked, 
ſeeming vexed that he ſhould ſee her bare Foot, and 
hid it with a Bluſh upon her Cheeks, ſurpaſſing the 
Roſe opening to the Morning Sun. But, alas ! of 
what continuance was it? She obſerved a deep 
Melancholy in the Prince's Face, and ſaid to him, 
frighted ; What is the Matter with you, Sir, I 
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* know by your Eyes you are troubled,” Ah 
© who can be otherwiſe my dear Princeſs? (faid he, 
* ſhedding ſome Tears.) We muſt part: I muſt go 
and leave you expoſed to my Mother's Rage; ſhe 
© knows the Love I bear to you: The Billet you 
© ſent me fell into her Hands, and, ſhe, inſenſible 
* of my Grief, is ſending me to the King her Bro- 
© ther.* «© What's this you tell me, Prince! (cried 
_ ©. ſhe, you are going to leave me, as the Means 
© neceſlary to preſerve: my Life | How could you 
imagine ſuch Means? Let me die rather before 
your Eyes, than live without you.“ | 

So tender a Diſcourſe could not fail of being ac- 
companied and interrupted by Sighs and Tears : 
The two young Lovers never knew nor foreſaw 
the Cruelties of Abſence before; they ſwore a 
thouſand Times never to change, and the Prince 
_* promiſed a quick Return, aſſuring her, that he 
would affront both his Uncle and his Daughter, ſo 
as to make them lay aſide all Thoughts of an Al- 
liance, * I will ftrive (ſaid he) to diſpleaſe the 
e Princeſs, and I am ſure I ſhall ſucceed,” Then 
you muſt not ſhew yourſelf (ſaid Conſtantia) for 
if you do, you will pleaſe in ſpite of yourſelf.” 
Then they cried again bitterly, looking at each o- 
ther with a 2 Grief, and 3 ſuch reci- 
procal Promiſes, that if they had any Comfort, it 
was in the aſſurance of their Love and Fidelity. 
In this melting Converſation the Time ran away ſo 
faſt, that it was dark Night before they thought of 
parting; when the Queen having a Mind to ſet- 
tle the Prince's Equipage with him, ſent to Mirtain 
to acquaint his Maſter with it, whem he found at 
his Miſtreſs's Feet, holding one of her Hands be- 
tween his. As foon as they {aw him, they were 
both ſo ſtruck, that they could not ſpeak : How- 
ever he delivered the Queen's Meſſage to the 
Prince; who durſt not diſobey her Commands, 8 
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took his Leave of the Princeſs. The Queen, when 
ſhe ſaw him, fourid him ſo melancholy, and fo much 
altered, that, gueſſing at the Cauſe of it, ſhe 
would not ſpeak. Nevertheleſs, every Thing was 
Prepared with the ſame Diligence, while he was 
altogether taken up with his Paſſion, He made 
Mirtain to ſtay at Court, to ſend him News of the 
Princeſs, with whom he left a great many rich 
Jewels, to ſerve in Caſe of Neceſſity. The Deſpair 
of our Lovers 1s not to be exprefſed, when the 
Prince went: And if any Thing mitigared it, it was 
the Hopes of ſeeing each other ſoon again, *Twas 
then Conſtantia was moſt ſenſible of the Greatneſs 
of her Misfortune, of being the Daughter of a rich 
and powerful King, and in the Hands of a cruel 
Queen, who had ſent away her Son for fear of her, 
who was no ways his inferior. 
The Queen now overjoyed that her ſon was 
gone, applied herſelf to the intercepting all his 
Letters; ſucceeded therein, and knew Mirtain to 
be his Confidant, whom, thereupon, ſhe ordered 
under a falſe Pretext to be arreſted, and ſent to a 
diimal Priſon. The Prince, when he heard of it, 
was very much enraged, and writ Letters to the 
King and Queen to demand his Favourite's Li- 
berty ; but all his Inſtances had no Effect. But this 
was not all for one Morning when the Princeſs 
role to gather ſome Flowers, according to cuſtom, 
tor the Queen's Toilet, ſhe ſaw the faithful Ru/on 
who went before her, come trembling to her, and 
advancing forwards to ſee what was the Cauſe, 
heard a hifling of Snakes, and was ſurrounded by 
'Toads, Vipers, Scorpeons, Aſpicks, and Adders, 
which made many vain Leaps at her, and always 
tell down again upon the fame ſpot of Ground. 
Notwithſtanding the Fright ſhe was in, ſhe could 
not but take notice of this Prodigy, and could at- 
tribute it to nothing but a Ring given by her Lover. 
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Which way, ſoever ſhe turned, thoſe venemous 
Animals fled before her ; the Alleys and all the 
Flower Beds were full of them, inſomuch, that the 
beautiful Conſtantia knew not what would become 
of her ; and ſaw the Queen at her Window laugh- 
ing, and from thence judged, it was in vain to 
flatter herſelf with any Expectation of Aſſiſtance 
from her Orders. I know I muſt die (ſaid ſhe 
© courageouſly) theſe Monſters came not here of 
* themſelves, but have been brought by the Queen's - 
© Command, who is come herſelf to be a Spectator 
* of the deplorable End of my Life, which has 
-* hitherto been fo unhappy, that I have no Reaſon 
to he fond of it, but if I do in ſome Meaſure re- 
© pret the Loſs of it, the juſt Gods can witneſs on 
© what Account it is.” After this ſhe advanced 
boldly - forwards: the Snakes, &c. made off from 
her as faſt as ſhe made towards them; and fo ſhe 
got out of the Garden : At which ſhe was as much 
amazed as the Queen, who had been a long Time 
providing theſe dangerous Creatures to deſtroy her, 
thinking. that her Son would believe her Death ac- 
cidental, and ſhe by this means ſhould ſkreen her- 
ſelf from his Reproaches ; But this Project failing, 
ſhe had recourſe to this other. 
here lived at the farther Side of a large Foreſt, 
a Fairy, whoſe Abode was rendered inacceſſible by 
Elephants that devoured all Fravellers ; with this 
Foley the Queen had agreed, that if any Perſon 
ſhould come from her unhurt, to ſend them back 
ain with ſomewhat that would be ſure tokill them. 
er other Plot miſcarrying, ſhe ſent for Conſtantia, 
and ordered her to go thither with a Meſſuage ſhe 
gave her. The Princeſs who knew the Queen 
would be abſolutely obeyed, prepared to ſet out for 
the dungerous — was to undertake; and 


reflecting on the Dangers ſhe had heard her Com- 
panions tell of, ſhe remembered that an old — 
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herdeſs had ſaid that thoſe Elephants were very 
gentle when they ſaw either a Sheep or a Lamb: 
and that when the Fairy ſent the burning Girdle to 
the Queen, for fear leſt the Queen ſhould make 
her put it on, ſhe had faſtened it upon ſeveral Trees 
which it fired, till it had loft all it's Force; but 
little thought when ſhe heard this Story, chat it 
__ one Day be ſerviceable to her. In ſhort ſhe 

took Ru/on, and ſet forwards on her journey; and 
the Queen, who was mighty well pleaſed thereat, 
could not forbear telling the King that they ſhould 
never ſee the hated Object of their Son's Affections 
any more, fince ſhe had ſent her to the Foreſt, 
whence ſhe could never return. Upon which the 
King told her ſhe was too revengeful, and that he 
could not but have ſome Regret for the Death of ſo 

beautiful a Creature. N 
In the mean time Conſtantia arrived at the Foreſt, 
and was preſently ſurrounded by the Elephants; but 
thoſe dreadful Creatures no fooner ſaw Ry/on, but 
they careſſed him with their Trunks as gently as 
the fineſt Lady could with her fair Hand : Andthen 
the Princeſs fearing left they ſhould ſeparate their 

Intereſts, took Ru/on in her Arms, and which Way 
ſoever ſhe turned, always preſented him, and By 
that means reached the Fairy's Abode, the Rude- 
neſs and Deſolation of which frightened her, as 
much as the old Woman herſelf, who in all Reſpects 
anſwered her dwelling Place. What. is it you 
want, fair Maid? (ſaid ſhe.) To which the 
© Princeſs. replied, that the Queen preſented her 
Duty and Service to her, and defired her to ſend 
'* the Girdle of Friendſhip.” She ſhall not be 
denied (ſaid the old Fairy, I know it is for you.” 
And then putting her Hand into a Long Pocket ſhe 
wore by her Side, pulled ont a Girdle of Blue Vel- 
vet, and gave it her, ſaying, This Girdle will 
make you moſt exqui beautiful, provided 
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you wear it as ſoon as you are in the Foreſt,” 


Conſtantia made a Courteſy, and thanked her; 

and then took up Ry/on, who was as uſeful as be- 

fore-: However, ſhe did not forget to put the 

Girdle of Friendſhip about a Tree, which imme- 

diately was all in Flames; and after that, ſhe girt, 

it about ſeveral, till all its Virtue was ſpent ; and 

| at laſt came back to Court. very much tired. The 
| Queen was ſo ſurprized when ſhe ſaw her, that ſhe 
could not ſpeak for a long Time, and when ſhe re- 

| covered herſelf, told her that ſhe was a falſe ſaucy 
1 Byggage, for that ſhe had not been with the Fairy. 
[ Conſtantia affirmed ſhe had, and that ſhe had 
| brought the Girdle of Friendſhip ; upon which the 
| > Queen aſked her if ſhe had uu it on; and the o- 
| ther replied it was too rich for a poor Shepherdeſs 
| to wear. No, no (ſaid the Queen) I give it you 
for your Pains, be ſure to gird it about your 
Waiſt; but tell me what you met with in your 
| | © Travels.” Hereupon Conſtantia told her how 
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| £ ſhe had met with Elephants ſo ſenſible and tame, 

that ſhe could not but admire them; that the Foreſt 
ſeemed like their Kingdom, wherein ſome paid 

great Reſpect to others; and the Queen, though 

vexed at this Relation, yet diſguiſed her Rage, 

hoping the Girdle would compleat her Deſires. 

Conſtantia retired to her Chamber, where ſhe 

. bewailed the Abſence of her dear Prince, to whom 

ſhe durſt not write, becauſe the Queen had Spies 

abroad that intercepted all Letters and Meſſengers. 

© Alas! Conſtantio (ſaid ſhe) you will ſhortly hear 

* diſmal News of me; you ſhould not have gone, 

and left me expoſed to your Mother's Violences : ' 

you would have defended me; or received my laſt 

«* Sighs ; whereas I am now in the Power of her 


© 'Tyranny, and have none to comfort me. The 


next Morning ſhe went with the Girdle about her 
Waiſt, to work in the Garden as uſual; where ſhe. 


* 
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found the ſame venemous Creatures again, which 
her Ring ſecured her from. And when the Queen 
erceived her gathering her Flowers, and well; ſhe 
urſt out into an Extravagancy of Paſſion What 
Power (cried ſhe) interpoſes in this Shepherdeſs's 
„ Behalf? By her Beauty ſhe has bewitched my 
Son, and by her Simples reſtored him his Health, 
and can walk unhurt in the midſt of Adders and 
Aſpicks. The Elephants were tame and gentle 
mat the Sight of her; and the Girdle that ſhould 
© burn and conſume, her, ſerves only to adorn her; 
© Therefore I muſt uſe ſome other Means. There- 
upon ſhe ſent the Captain of her Guards, in whom 
ſhe could confide, to the Port, to ſee if there were 
any Veſſels ready to fail for a long Voyage; and 
he returned and told her there was one which was 
deſigned to ſail the Beginning of the Night. This 
News was very agreeable to the Queen, who im- 
* mediately ſent for me Maſter to come and buy a 
© beautiful Slave; who when he came to the Palace, 
and ſaw Conſtantia (who knew nothing of what was 
in Agitation) in the Garden, was ſo ſurprized with 
the Charms of this incomparable Maid, that the 
Queen, who was very covetous, took the Advan- 
tage of it and fold her at a- conſiderable Price, It 
happened that Night that Conſtantia retired very 
early to her Chamber, to amuſe and indulge her 
Thoughts on Conſtantio, and to anſwer a Letter of 
his which ſhe had by ſome Stratagem received, the 
which ſhe was reading when the Queen entered the 
Room, followed by the Captain of the Guards 
and two Mutes, who — 4 her Mouth with a 
Handkerchief, and carried her away. Ru/on would 


bave followed his dear Miſtreſs, but the Queen 
catched hold of him, and prevented him; fearin 
leſt his Bleating might diſcover what ſhe had a mind 
ſhould be done privately, And thus Conftantia 
having none. to aſſiſt her, was tranſported aboard. 
the, Veſſel, which hoifted Sail immediately after. 
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Here we muſt leave her to the Mercy of the Sea, 
her new Maſter, and to cruel Fortune: for the 
Sovereign Fairy could not prevail with Fate in her 
Favour : And all ſhe could do, was to follow her 
unſeen in a dark Cloud.” In the mean Time the 
Prince Conſtantio, wholly taken up with his Paſſion, 

aid no. Regard to the Princeſs that was defigned 

im; and though he was naturally the moſt polite 
Prince in the World, was guilty of ſeveral rude and 
unmannerly Actions, which ſhe often complained 
of to her Father, who reproved his Nephew for it, 
and ſo the Match went rather off than came on. 
At this very Nick of Time the Queen thought fit to 
write to the Prince, to let him know that Conſtan- 
tia was at the Point of Death; which News created 
ſo much Grief in the Prince, that without obſerv- 


ing any Ceremonies of taking his Leave, he fet out 
with all Speed to come and fee her, but notwith- 


ſtanding all his haſte came too late: For the Queen 
forefeeing that he would return as foon as he received 
her Letter, had for ſeveral Days before cauſed a 
Report to be given out that Conftantia was very 
Ht ; and ſometime after, another, that ſhe was 


dead; and to confirm it, buried a Figure of Wax: 


And to convince the Prince the more of the Truth 
of it, releaſed Mir/aix out of Priſon to aſſiſt at the 
Faneral of this charming Maid, who was regretted 
by all the Court, and for the Loſs of whom the 
Queen, on her Son's Account, ſeemed to be under 
fome Concern. 5 } 
The Prince arrived ſoon after in all the Fears and 
Uneaſineſs imaginable ; and when he entered firft 
the City, impatient to know how his dear Con- 
ſtantia did, happening to aſk fome People who 
him not, and being told ſhe was „ he 
fell from his Horſe ſenſeleſs and ſpeechleſs ; and 
being known by the Crowd which gathered about 
him to be the Prince, he was carrted for dead to 
5 8 | ü the 


S rox of the Pioozox and Dove. 234 - 
Palace. The King was ſenfibly touched with the 
miſerable Condition of his Son ; but the Queen was 
prepared before hand, believed that Time and the 

oſs of his moſt tender Hopes might cure him: 
But he was too deeply affected to admit of any 
Comfort. His Griet, inſtead of diminiſhing, in- 
creaſed every Moment, and he kept his Room ſe- 
veral Days, without ſeeing or hardly ſpeaking to 
any one; when one Day oppreſted with has Sorrow, 
he went into the Queen's Apartment with Tears 
in his Eyes, his Face as meagre and as pale as 
Death, and told her ſhe had been the Cauſe of his 
beloved Conſtantia's Death, and that ſhe would 
ſhortly he puniſhed for the ſame, fince he was re- 
ſolved to die alſo, and would go to the Place where 
ſhe was buried. The Queen, unable to difluade 
him from it, reſolved to go with him herſelf to a 
Wood planted with Cypred, where ſhe had raiſed 


a Tomb over her. When the Prince came there, 


he ſaid all the tender and compaſſionate Things 
any Man could invent, which made the Queen, 
notwithſtanding her natural hardneſs of Heart, melt 
into Tears; Mirtain took on as much as his Maſter, 
and all that heard him ſhared in his Affliction. At 
laſt, all on a ſudden, enraged with the Diſappoint- 
ment of his Paſſion, he drew his Sword, and ap- 
proaching the marble Monument, had killed him- 
telf, if the Queen, and Mirtain had not held his 
Arm. f No, (cried he) nothing ſhall prevent my 
« dying, and being with my dear Princeſs.” The 
Name of Princeſs ſurprized the Queen, and had 
made her fancy he raved, had he not fpoke ration- 
ally in other Things. She aſked him why he 
called Conſtantia a Princeſs ; to which he anſwered, - 
becauſe the was one, and Sovereign of the Kingdom 
of Deſarts. + Well Child (ſaid the Queen) fince 
Conſtantia is of Birth fuitable to yours, comfort 
* yourſelf, ſhe ia not dead ? fos now I muſ own to 
| you 
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© you to mitigate your Grief, I have fold her to a 


Merchant for a Slave. «© Ah! (cried the Prince) 
* what you tell me is only to ſuſpend my Deſign of 


Dying; but my Reſolution is fixed, nothing 


© ſhall hinder it.“ Then (ſaid the Queen) your 
« own Eyes muſt convince you of the Truth of my 
Words.“ And thereupon ſhe ordered the Figure 
of Wax to be dug up. The Prince as ſoon as he 
ſaw it believed it to be the Body of the lovely Prin- 
ceſs, and fainted away, they endeavoured to bring 


him to himſelf again, but all in vain: - The 


-- 
o 
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Queen aſſured him ſhe was not dead; but after the 
Trick ſhe had played him, he could not believe 
her, till Mirtain, whom he knew loved him, and 
who was not capable of telling him a Lye, con- 
firmed it. 

'From that Moment the Prince found ſome Eaſe, 
becauſe. of all Misfortunes Death is the moſt terri- 
ble; and he might yet flatter himſelf with the 
Hopes of ſeeing her again: But then he knew not 
where to ſeek her, nor who the Merchant was, who 
never made the leaſt Mention whither he was bound. 


All theſe were great Difficulties, but what are thoſe, 


true Love will not ſurmount? The Prince choſe 

riſhing, in purſuing the Raviſhdrs a thouſand 
rimes before living without her, and reproached 
the Queen as often ſor her Cruelty; telling her ſhe 
might repent of what ſhe had done ſince he was 


reſolved to go, and never come back again. The 


afflicted Mother caſt her Arms about her Son's 
Neck, wet his Face with her Tears, and conjured 
him, by the Regard he had to his Father's and 
Mother's Vears, and the Love and Friendſhip he 
bore them, not to Leave them; telling him that 


if he deprived them of the Happineſs of ſeeing 


him, it would be the Cauſe of their Deaths ; that 
he was their only Hope; and that when he was 
gone, their Neighbours and Enemies would ſeize 
p | upon 
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upon the Kingdom. All which the Prince liſtened 
to with a Coldneſs and ReſpeR, having the ill Uſage 
. ſhe had given Conſtantia always in his Thoughts, 

and without her he diſpiſed all the Crowns in the 
World; inſomuch that:he perfiſted, with a ſurpri- 


zing Firmneſs, in the Reſolution of going the next 


Day. The King endeavoured to perſuade him to 
. ſtay but all in vain, for nothing could prevail with 
him ; the Night he ſpent in leaving Orders with 
Mirtain, giving him the Charge of the faithful Ru- 
Fon, and a great many rich Jewels, telling him, that 
he ſhould hear from him, provided he was ſecret, 
being willing to create the Queen as much Unea- 
ſineſs as poſſible. 5 
Before Day the impatient Conſtantio took Horſe, 
pms himſelf up entirely to Fortune, defiring 
er only to be ſo favourable as to direct him where 


. 
* 


he might find his dear Miſtreſs again. Whither to 
go he knew not; but as ſhe was carried on Board 


a Veſſel, he thought it would be the beſt Way to 
iind her to embark on Board one toqQ : To this End 
:he made towards the moſt noted Port, and being 
there unaccompanied-and unknown, informed him- 
ſelf of the moſt diſtant Parts, and of all the Coaſts, 
Ports, and Havens they could put in at, and then 
went on Board a Veſſel, in hopes that a Paſſion fo 


violent and pure as his would not always be unſue- 


ceſsful. 

Whenever they.came nigh any Land, he always 
put out a Sloop and rowed along by the Shore, 
.calling upon Conſtantia, venting his Sighs and 
Complaints to the pitileſs Winds to convey them to 
the Shore; and then returned back to the Ship 
overwhelmed with Grief, and his Eyes bathed m 
Tears, One Night, that they came to an Anchor 
behind a large Rock, he went on the Shore as 


uſual, but as 3 not the Country, and the 
» thoſe that were along mu 


Night was very 
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bim wonld not venture any further for fear of Dan- 


ger. The Prince, who valued not his Life to find 
out the Object of his Wiſhes, kept going forwards, 


. often falling and getting up again, till at laſt he 


difcovered a great Light, that ſeemed to come from 
ſome large Fire; and approaching nearer towards 
it, heard a great Noiſe of Hammers, that gave terri- 
ble Strokes : Far from being afraid, he made all 
poſſible Haſte forwards, till he came to a great 
open Forge, in the Furnace of which was ſo great 
a Fire, that it looked as bright as the Sun; here 
thirty Cyclops were at work,-making Arms. Con- 

io went up to them, and ſaid, « If you are 
capable of entertaining any Pity in the midſt of 


Fire and Steel, tell me if you have feen the beau- 


© tiful Conſtantia land here, and I will give you 
whatever you ſhall demand.“ He had no {ooner 
ſaid thus, but the Noiſe that ceaſed at his firſt ar- 
rival, was renewed with much more Violence : 


| * Alas! (ſaid he) the barbarous Wretches are no 


ways touched with my Grief; what can I expect 
* from them?” And juſt as he was. about to leave 
them, he heard a ſoft. Symphony that raviſhed his 
Senſes; and looking towards the Furnace, ſaw the 
moſt beautiful Child Fancy could ever * 
brighter than the Fire he came out of. When he 


conſidered his Charms, the Bandage over his Eyes, 


his Bow and Quiver by his Side, he no longer 
doubted but that it was Cupid ; who cried out to 
him, Stay, Conſtantio, you burn with too pure a 
Flame for me to refuſe my Allittance ; I am cal- 
led Firtuous Love; it was I wounded you with 
* Conſtantia, and defended her againſt the Giant 
that perſccuted her. The Sovereign Fairy is my 
* intimate Friend ; we have engaged to protect 
her; but I muſt make a Tryal of your Paſſion, 
before I diſcover where ſhe is.” Command, 


Love, command what you think fit (cried the 


Prince) 


As ſoon as he had quite ſtripped himſelf, he walked 
| | u 
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Prince) I will not diſobey thee.* © Then throw 
© yourſelf into this Fire (replied the Child) but re- 
© member, if you love not faithfully, you are loſt.“ 
© I have no Reaſon to fear that, ſaid Conſtantio ; 
and immediately threw himſelf into the Furnace, 
where he loſt all Senſe preſently ; He ſlept thirty 
Hours, and when he awaked, found himſelf changed 
into a moſt beautiful Pidgeon, and inſtead of being 
in the terrible Furnace, on a Neſt of Roſes, Jeſla- 


mines, and Honey ſuckles, Never was any Sur- 


rize greater than his, to ſee his rough Feet, his 

kin ſuck full of Feathers of various Colours, and 
his Eyes as he beheld them in a Brook, as red as 
Fire : he attempted ſeveral Times to utter his 
Complaints, but found he had loſt the Uſe of his 
Speech, though he had recovered his Senſes. He 
looked upon this Metamorphoſis as the compleateſt 
of all Misfortunes : Ah! perfidious Love (thought 
* he to himſelf) is this the Recompence thou giveſt 
the moſt perfect of all Lovers? The Falſe, the 
« Fickle, and Foreſworn are favoured by thee, 
© while thou tormenteſt the true and faithful. What 
can I promiſe myſelf from ſo extraordinary a 
« Figure as mine, a poor Pidgeon ? Could I ſpeak, 
© I would fly high and low, and ſearch after my 


- © Miſtreſs, through all different Climates, and in- 


« form myſelf ot every one I met; but I am de- 
© barred the Liberty of pronouncing her Name, 
* and the only Remedy left me, is to throw myſelf 
« off ſome Precipice, and willingly embrace my 
« Death. 

Poſſeſſed with this fatal Reſolution, he flew to 
the T'op of a high Mountain, and from thence caſt 


himſelf down; but forgot, having not been long a 


Pidgeon, that his Wings and Feathers would keop 
him up: Thereupon he reſolved to unplume him- 
ſelf, and accordingly put this Deſign in Execution, 


P 
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up to the Top of a high Rock, to attempt his De- 
ſtruction once more, where he was ſurprized by two 
young Damſels, that came ſuddenly upon him; 
who as ſoon as they ſaw him, ſaid one to another, 
+ Where has this poor Pidgeon been? He has eſ- 
caped the Claws of ſome Bird of Prey, or ſome 
©« Wealel.* [t is no Matter where he has been, 
(aid the younger) but I know where he ſhall go; 
he ſhall go and bear five others, which I have at 
* home company with which I intend to make a 
* Pye for the Sovereign Fairy.“ The Prince Pid- 
geon hearing her ſpeak thus, inſtead of going 
trom her, made towards. her, in hopes of being 
ſpeedily killed by her: But that proved his Safety 
r the young Maids found him ſo tame and fami- 
lar, that they reſolved to bring him up, and keep 
him alive ; to which End the Elder put him into 
her Work-Baſket ſhe had in her Hand, and fo they 
purſued their Walk, | > 
Some Days after, one of theſe Damſels ſaid te 
the other, Methinks our Miſtreſs has a great deal 
© of Buſineſs upon her Hands, fince ſhe is never 
from off her Fiery Camel, but goes Night and 
.*© Day from one Pole to the other,” If you can be 
« diſcreet (replied the other) I'll tell you a Secret 
-* ſhe hath entruſted me with; the Princeſs Con- 
-* ſtantia, of whom ſhe is ſo very ſond, is perſecuted 
© by a Giant that would marry her, and has put 
© her in a Tower; and ſheis doing ſome ſurprizang 
Things to prevent this Marriage.“ The Prince 
liſtened to this Converſation, and thought till then 
nothing could add to his Troubles; but found, to 
his Grief, he was much deceived; for we may judge 
by his Paſſion, and by the unhappy Circumſtances 
he lay under, of being a Pidgeon, at a Time when 
the Princeſs ſtood in moſt need of his Aſſiſtance, 
that his Anguiſh of Soul was great; his Imagina- 
tion, always ready to torment him, 8 to 


* 
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him, that Conſtantia was ſecured in a diſmal Tower, 
and there expoſed to the Importunities and Vio- 
lences of a barbarous Giant; and was always in 
Apprehenſion, leſt ſhe, through Fears, might con- 
ſent to marry him; and then again, leſt by refuſing 
ſhe ſhould hazard her Life, through the Rage of 
an unſucceſsful Lover. One Day the young Maid, 
that carried him in her Baſket, having been abroad. 
and returning back with her Companion to their 
Miſtreſs at the Fairy's Palace, found her walking 
in a ſhady Walk of the Garden, went and caſt her- 
ſelfat her Feet, and told her, that ſhe had found a 
Pidgeon that was ſo tame and familiar, that her- 
Companion and ſhe deſigned to keep it in their- 
Chamber; that if ſhe liked it, it was at her Ser- 
vice, it being very diverting. The Fairy took the 
Baſket, opened it, and ſeeing the Pidgeon at the 
Bottom, and knowing who it was (for that Meta- 
_ morphoſis was owing to her) fell into a ſerious and 
deep Reflection, moralizing on the Viciſſitudes and 
Changes. of this' Life, and above all on thoſe of 
Conſtantio's. She careſſed the Pidgeon; and he, 
for bis Part, neglected no little Artifice to gain her 
Attention, that ſhe might give him ſome Comfort 
in this melancholy Adventure. The Fairy carried 
im into her Cloſet, and there ſaid to him, Prince, 
© the miſerable Condition you are at this preſent 
© in, makes me, that I cannot forbear owning and 
loving you for my beloved Conſtantia's Sake, 
who, [ can aſſure you is no leſs indifferent than 
yourſelf : Blame no body but me for this Meta- 
.«< morphoſis : I did it to try your Paſſion, which is 
both pure and Es and will tend to your own 
Honour.“ The Pidgeon bowed his Head three 
Times in acknowledgement, and liſtened atten- 
tively to what the Fairy told him, 
The Queen, your Mother (ſaid ſhe) had no 
* ſooner received the Money for the Priaceſs, but 
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into the firſt Port they could ma 
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and the Ship ſet ſail for the Indies, where they 


ſhe ſent her aboard with all imaginable Violence; 


were ſure to make a conſiderable Advantage of 
the precious Jewels they carried with them, Her 
Tears and Intreaties worked not the leaft Effe& 
upon them; ſhe ſaid, but all to no purpoſe, that 
the Prince Conſtantio would purchaſe her of them 
again, if all he had in the World would do it. 
The more ſhe urged all theſe Arguments, the 
more haſte they made to get off, for fear leſt the 


Prince, hearing of what was done, might come 


and ſnatch away their Prey from them. In ſhort, 
after having been ſome Months at Sea, a great 


Storm aroſe ;' and the Princeſs, oppreſſed with 
. Grief,” and fatigued with the Sea, was at the 


Point of Death; when they, to 8 her, put 
e : But as they 
were diſembarking, a great Giant, followed by 


ſeveral others, came down upon them, and would 
ſee what they had in their Veſſel; where the firſt 


Object he fixed his Eyes on, was the young Prin- 
ceſs ; and knowing her again as well as ſhe-knew 
him, cried out, Ah! little Runaway, the juſt and 
merciful Gods have put thee in my Power again: 


Do not you remember how I found you, and you 


cut the Sack? but I ſhall be very much miſtaken, 
if you ſerve me fo any more. And without any 
more Words, took her away in his Arms from the 


whole Ship's Crew, and carried her to his great 


Tower, which is ſituated upon a high Mountain, 
and built by Enchanters, who neglected nothing 
to make it fine and curious. Doors there are 
none, and no entering into it, but by the Win- 
dows, which are very high; the Walls are built 
with Diamonds, which make it look as bright as 
the Sun at Noon-day. In ſhort, it is as noble as 
Art and Nature can make it. When the Giant 
had the charming Conſtantia in his Poſſeſſion, = 
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told her he would marry her, and make her the 
happiefl Woman in the World; that ſhe ſhould 
be Miftreſs of all his Treaſures ; that he would 


love her, and doubted not but that ſhe was over- 
« joyed that her good Fortune brought her to him. 
© She, by her Tears and Complaints, has let him 


= 
4 


know the Exceſs of her Deſpair; but, as I ma- 
nage privately againſt Fate, which hath ſworn 
the ruin of Conſtantia, I have inſpired the Giant 
with ſuch Sentiments of Mildneſs as he never was 
Maſter of before: Inſomuch, that inſtead ofbeing 
enraged againſt the Princeſs, he has told ker he 
will give her a Year's Time to conſider on it; and 
if ſhe does not then come to a Reſolution, he will 
marry her againſt her Will, and then kill her. 
After this di{mal Declaration, he brought ſeveral 
oung Damſels to bear her Company, and divert 
er, and ſet a Guard of Giants round the Tower, 
to hinder any Perſon from coming to her. In 
ſhort, the poor Princeſs ſeeing no likelihood of 
any Succours, and the Year being expired all 
but one Day, deſigns to throw herſelf from off the 
Top of the Tower. This, Prince, is what ſhe is 
reduced to, and the only Remedy I know of, is 
for you to fly to her with a little Ring, which, as 
ſoon as ſhe ſhall put it on her Finger, will change 


her into a Dove, and ſo you may ſave yourſe)ves 


together.” The Pidgeon was in the utmoſt Im- 


patience to be gone, but wanted the Ring ; he 
pulled the Fairy by the Apron and Handerchief, 


to make her underſtand what he meant : Which ſhe 


knowing full well, ſaid, « Fly, charming Pidgeon, 


(giving him the Ring) take care you loſe it not, 


and it will guide you to Conſtantia.“ But as the 
Prince Pidgeon, as I ſaid before, had no Feathers, 
the Fairy rubbed him with a wonderful Effence, that 


made the moſt beautiful Feathers grow immediately, 
inſomuch that he excelled Venus's Doves. Over- 


joyed 
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joyed to ſee himſelf replumed again, and taking the 
Ring, he arrived at the break of Day at the Tower: 
And as there was a ſpacious Garden on the Top of 
the Tower, full of Orange Trees, loaded with 
Fruit, the Prince, had he not more important Af- 
fairs on his Hands, could have ſpent ſome Time in 
admiring it. q 4 | 
He Pearched upon an Orange Tree with the Ring 
in his Mouth, and in extreme anguiſh of Mind ; 
when the Princeſs came into the Garden in a long 
white Robe, and her Face covered with a black. 
Veil embroidered with Gold, that hung all upon. 
her Shoulders ; the amorous Pidgeon could not have 
been certain that it was her, but by the Nobleneſs 
of her Shape, and her majeſtic Air, which too 
plainly diſcovered who ſhe was. But when ſhe. 
came and fat under the Orange Tree, and lifted up 
her. Veil, he remained ſome time dazzled. « My 
© ſad Regret and melancholy Thoughts (cried ſhe) 
© are now uſcleſs, my afflicted Heart has lived a 
© whole Year betwixt Hope and Fear, but now the 
fatal Time is come : This Day, ſome few Hours 
hence, I muſt die, or marry the Giant. Alas! 
is it poſſible that the Sovereign Fairy, and the 
Prince Conſtantio ſhould thus abandon me? What 
have I done? But what need all theſe Reflec- 
© tions? I had better execute my noble Deſign.” 
Hereupon ſhe roſe up with Boldneſs to throw hew-. 
ſelf off; but as the leaſt Noiſe frighted her, and 
hearing the Pidgeon ſtir in the Trees, ſhe lifted up 
her Eyes to ſee what it was; when he taking that 
Opportunity, flew upon her Shoulder and put the 
Ring in her Breaſt. The Princeſs was ſurprized 
at the Careſſes of the Bird, but much more at the 
Preſent he made her; and looking at it ſome Time, 
obſerved myſterious Characters. When the Giant 
came into the Garden, unheard by her, for 
tome of the Women who waited on her had in- 
formed that dreadful Lover of the Princeſs's De- 
*ſpair 


1 
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ſpair, and that ſhe was determined to kill herſelf, 
rather than marry him: And knowing that ſhe 
went early that Morning upon the Top of the 
Tower, he dreaded ſome diſmal Cataſtrophe ; and 
his Heart, which never, till then, had been capa- 
ble ef any thing but Barbarities, was ſo engages 
by the Charms of that lovely Maid, that he loved 
her with Tenderneſs. But, O Heavens! what a 


Condition ſhe was in, when ſhe ſaw him? She was 


afraid he would prevent the Means ſhe ſought of 
Death : and the poor Pidgean was not a.little ter- 
rified at this formidable Cala. However, the 
Princefs, in the Trouble and Canfuſion of her Saul, 
ſlipped the Ring on her Finger, and was immedi- 
ately changed into a Dove, and flew away with her 
faithful Pidgeon. = 


Never was Surprize equal to that of the Giant's, 


who, after having ſeen his Miſtreſs metamorphoſed 


into a Dove, and traverſing the open Air, remained 


ſome Time motionleſs; then he made moſt dreadful 


Outeries and Howlings that ſhaked the neighbour- 
ing Mountains, and with them ended his Life. 
The charming Princeſs flew after her Guide, and 
when they had taken a long Flight, they alighted in 
a thick ſhady Wood, rendered very agreeable by the 
Graſs and Flowers that grew therein. Conſtantia 
knew not that the Pidgeon was her beloved Prince, 
and he was grieved that he could not fpeak, to tell 
her ; when ſuddenly he felt an invifible Hand un- 
looſe his Tongue, and ſaid to the Princeſs; Charm- 
* ing Dove, your Heart hath not yetinformed you, 
* that you are with a Pidgeon burns always 
* with the Flames your bright Eyes fr kindled.” 
My Heart (replied ſhe) has ever wiſhed for this 
_ © Happineſs, but never durſt flatter itſelf : Alas! 
* who could imagine it? I was at the very Brink 
of Deſtruction, and you came and ſnatched me 
* out of the Arms of Death, or from a Monſter 
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much more terrible.” The Prince overjoyed to 


hear theſe Words of his Dove, and to find her as 
tender as his Deſires could wiſh, ſaid whatever the 
moſt delicate and lively Paſſion could inſpire ; and 
told her all that had happened ſince the ſad Mo- 
ment of their Separation, particularly the ſurpriz- 
ing Adventure of the Forge, and how he came to the 


 Fairy's Palace. She was overjoyed to find that her 


beſt Friend had all along intereſted herſelf in her 
behalf; and thereupon ſaid Conſtantia, © Let us 
< go my dear Prince, and thank her for all theſe 
Favours, perhaps ſhe may reſtore us to our for- 
© mer Shapes, and then we will return back to 


Dove 


For though I am young, 
many Misfortunes, ſince Fortune, jealous of my 
innocent Beauty, has perſecuted me ſo obſtinate- 
ly, that I 
Thing to live with you. I conſent, my dear 
Prince, let us pitch upon an agreeable Country, 
and under this Meta 


your SD or mine. If you love me with 
an equal 

ſal to make, wherein Love is-only concerned : 
But, lovely Princeſs, you will ſay I am extrava- 


gan 


hts before the Eaſe of your Heart, (replied 
ſhe) Peak 


lame (anſwered he) I have one Propo- 


Value not the Reputation of your 


without Reſerve ; I ſhall always take 


a Pleaſure to hear you. Then I would adviſe 
(ſaid he) not to change our Forms; we may burn, 
you a Dove, and I a Pid 


geon, with a Paſſion as 


ardant as Conſtantio and Conſtantia; and I am 
perſuaded, that being free from the Cares of 
crowned Heads, we may live only for each other 
in this delightful Solitude. Ah! (cried the 


How delicate and great is this Deſign ! - 
& undergone ſo 


be overjoyed to forſake every 


morphoſis ſpend our Days, 


© innocent and free from Ambition, and all De- 
© fires, but thoſe of virtuous Love. At that in- 


« ſtant Cupid deſcending from Heaven, cried 1 
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© I am your Guide, a Deſign ſo full of Tenderneſs 
* deſerves my Protection. And mine too (ſaid 
© the Sovereign Fairy, who appeared all on a ſud- 


h den;) I come to partake in your Joy.“ The 


Pidgeon and Dove were as much pleaſed as ſur- 
prized, and put themſelves under the Care of the 
Fairy, Cupid invited them to Paphos, where he 
told them his Mother was worſhipped, and Doves 
admitted; but Conſtantia told them, they deſired 
to have no Commerce with Men, but were happy 
they could enjoy a Pleaſant Solitude, 

The Fairy ſtruck the Earth with her Wand, and 
Love touched it with kis golden Quiver, and pre- 
ſently a Wood appeared, adorned with Meadows, 
Fountains and Fruit-Trees; Stay here (ſaid Love) 
and ſwear a laſting Fidelity to each other, in the 
Preſence of this wonderful Fairy. Which they 
both did. After that, the Fairy promiſed, if they 

would leave that Metamorphoſis ſhe never would 
forſake them, but would reſtore them to their for- 
mer Shapes. They thanked her, and aſſured her, 
it was not in the leaſt their Deſices, fince-they had 
made too much Trial of the*Misfortunes attending 
human Life. The Fairy approved of their de- 
TRIED Greatneſs of the World.; and then Cupid 
and ſhe retired to their Manſions, leaving the 
Pidgeon and Dove as Examples of a tender and ſin- 
cexe Paſſion : And ever fince that Time, they have 


been repreſented as true Emblems of Love and: 
Conſtancy. en i 
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"FI HERE was a Queen, who, though the had 


many Children, had but one living, which 
was a beautiful zhter ;\ and being left a Widow, 
and without hopes of having any more, was ſomuch 


afraid of loſing her, that ſhe'never gave her any 


Correction for what Faults ſhe committed: Inſo- 
much that that admirable Perſon, who knew her 
own Beauty, and as ſhe was born to a Crown, was 
ſo: vain and proud of her growing Charms, that ſhe 
deſpiſed all the World beſides. The Queen hex 
Mother contributed, by her Carefles and Complai- 
{ance to perſuade her none were deſerving of her. 


She was dreſſed every Day like a Pallas or Diana, 


followed by her Nymphs : And in ſhort, the Queen, 
to give the finiſhing Stroke to her Vanity, called 
her All Fair; and having had her Picture drawn by 
the beſt Painters, ſent it to all the Kings with 
whom ſhe was in Alliance, who, when they ſaw it, 


were not able to refit the inevitable Power of her 
” Ty Charms : 
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Charms : Some fell ſick; others run mad; and 
thoſe who eſcaped either Sickneſs or Madneſs, came 


©. 


her Slaves. | MT ; 
Never was any Court more gallant and polite ; 
twenty Kings ſtudied to pleaſe her, who after they 
had ſpent immenſe Sums upon an Entertainment 
upon her, thought themſelves fully recompeneed if 
ſhe ſaid any Thing that was pretty to them. Ihe 
Adoraticn; that were paid to her, overjoyed the 
Queen her Mother; not a Day paſſed over her 
Head but ſhe had thouſands of Songs and fine Co- 
ies of Verſes ſent by the moſt famous Poets in the 


to her Court, and as ſoon as they ſaw her, became 


orld. In ſhort, A Fair was the only Subject of 


the moſt renowned Authors, both in Proſe and 
Verſe. The Princeſs was about Fifteen, There 
were none who did not defire to marry her; but 
they durſt not pretend to that Honour, it was fo 
difficult a Taſk to touch a Heart of that Stamp. Her 
Lovers murmured very much againft her Cruelty ; 
and the Queen, who wanted to have her married, 
knew not how to gain her Conſent : Sometimes ſhe 


would ſay to her, Will you not abate ſome what 


of that intolerable Pride that makes you eontemn 
Rall the Kings that come to our Court ? I will 


« ichuſe one for you; thew me in this ſonie Com- 


placency.“ I am already happy, (replied A 
Fair, in the eaſy indifference I now le in; if 1 


ſhould perhaps be angry if you loved any one 
beneath you (anſwered the Queen) but you cannot 
have more deſerving Princes than thoſe that now 
aſk you.“ In ſhort, the Piincefs was ſo prepoſ- 
ſeſted of her on Merit, that ſhe thought it greater 


r 


than what it was 3 and by this Reſolution of hers to 


Jive a Maid, began to grieve her Mother ſo much, 
that .ſhe repented, but too late, that ſhe had hu- 
moured her ſo much. Nip | 


M 3 | The 


- 


ſhould once loſe that, you would be angry. I” 
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The Queen, uncertain what to do, goes all alone 
to find a celebrated Fairy, that was called the De- 
Jart Fairy; but as it was an hard Thing to ſee her, 
becauſe ſhe was guarded by two Lions, unleſs ſhe 
made a Cake for them of Millet, Sugarcandy and 

Crocodiles Eggs, ſhe prepared one herſelf, and put 
it into a little Baſket, which ſhe hung vpon bor 
Arm: But being weary with walking further than 
ſhe was uſed to, ſhe laid herſelf down under the 
ſhade of a Free to reſt herſelf, and there inſenſibly 
fell afleep, and when ſhe awaked, found only her 
| Baſket, and her Cake gone; and to compleat her 

Misfortune heard the Lions coming. Alas! 

© (cried ſhe) what will become of me? I ſhall be 
'« devoured,” And having no power to ſtir, ſhe 
leaned againſt the Tree ſhe had ſlept under, when 
hearing ſomebody ſay, Hem / Hem ! ſhe looked a- 
bout on all Sides, and raifing her Eyes, perceived 

a little Man in the Tree about half a Yard in 

Height, eating Oranges, who ſaid to her, O 

Queen, I know you, and the Fear you are in left 

© theſe-Lions ſhould devour you; I cannot blame 

© you, they have devoured a great many, and to 
© your Misfortune you want a Cake.“ I ninſt 
© reſolve on Death (replied the Queen ſighing) but 
© alas! I could not be ſo much grieved was my dear 

Girl but married!“ What have you a Daugh- 

© ter? (ſaid the Yellow Dwarf, who was called ſo 

from his Complexion and the Orange Tree he lived 

* in:) Indeed I am very glad of that, for I have 

"ſought after a Wife both by Sea and Land: Now 

if you will promiſe me I ſhall have her, I will ſe- 

© cure you both from Lions, Tygers, and Bears.? 

The Queen looked at him as much frighted at his 

horrible little Figure as at the Lions, and muſing 

ſome Time, returned no Anſwer. « What, do you 
© heſitate, Madam? (cried he) it ſeems you are 
not very fond of Life.“ At the ſame * the 
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Lions appeared on the Top of a ſmall Hill, running 
towards her ; at which Sight the Queen, who trem- 
bied like a Dove when ſhe ſees a Kite, cried out 
with all her Might, © Good Sir Dwarf, Al Fair is 
yours.” Oh! (ſaid he with an Air of — 
A Fair is too fair, I will not have her.“ 
Sir (continued the afflicted Queen) do not refuſe 
* her, ſhe 1s the moſt charming Princeſs in the 
„World.“ Well (faid he) I will take her out of 
« Charity ; but remember the Gift you make me.“ 
And thereupon the Orange Tree opened, and the 
Queen was let into it, and ſo eſcaped from the 
Lions. She was vexed ſhe could find no Door to 
that Tree, when at laſt ſhe perceived one that 
opened into a Field full of Nettles and Thiſtles, 
ſurrounded with a muddy Ditch; in the Middle 
thereot ſtood a little thatched Houſe, out of which 
the Yellow Dwarf came in a pleaſant Air, wooden 
Shoes, a coarſe yellow Stuff jacket, and without any 
Hair to hide his large Ears. I am glad, good 
* Mother-in-law (ſaid he to the Queen) to ſee you 
in this my Abode, where your Daughter is to 
live with me; ſhe may keep an Aſs to ride on 
within theſe Nettles and Thiſtles, and may ſe- 
cure herſelf from the Injuries of the Weather 
under this ruſtick Roof ; ſhe will have this Water 
to drink, and may eat ſome of theſe Frogs that 
are fattened in it: Beſides I always ſhall bear 
her Company, and never ſhall leave her.” 
When the unfortunate Queen came to conſider an 
the . deplorable Life the Dwarf promiſed her dear 
Child, ſhe was not able to ſupport the terrible 
Idea, but fell into a Swoon, and had not the Power 
to ſay one Word ; and while ſhe was in that Con- 
dition, was conveyed to her own Bed, in a fine Suit 
of Night-Clothes of the neweſt Faſhion. As ſoon 
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as the Queen came to herſelf, ſhe remembered 
what had happened, 3 knew not how to believe 
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it, ſeeing ſhe was in her own Palace, in the Midſt 
of all the Ladies of her Court, and her Daughter 
by her Bed-fide : But the fine Night-clothes, which 
were of a curious Lace, amazed her as much as the 
Dream ſhe fancied ſhe had had; and through the 
Exceſs of her Diſquiet ſhe fell into ſuch an extra- 
ordinary Fit of Melancholy, that ſhe hardly either 
ſpoke, eat, or ſlept. The Princeſs, who loved 
her at her Heart, was very much grieved, and 
often aſked her what was the Matter; when the 
Queen, to deceive her, told her ſometimes it pro- 
ceeded from her ill State of Health, and other 
Times from ſome of the Neighbouring Princes 
Threatning to make War againſt her. Though 
All Fair found theſe Anſwers very plauſible, how- 
ever ſhe knew there was ee more in the 
Bottom, which the Queen endeavoured to hide from 
her; and being able no longer to endure her Un- 
eaſineſs, reſolved to go to the De/art Fairy to alk 
her Advice, whether or no, ſhe ſhould marry, ſince 
ſhe was ſo much preſſed to it: She took Care to 
make a Cake to appeaſe the Lions, and pretending 
to go to Bed earlier that ordinary, went down a 
Pair of Back-Stairs, in a White Veil that reached 
down to her Feet, then ſet forward on her Journey. 

When the Princeſs came to the fatal Orange tree, 
ſhe ſaw it ſo loaded with Fruit, that ſhe had a great 
Mind to gather ſome, whereupon ſhe ſet down her 


' Baſket, and plucked ſome and eat them; but when 


ſhe went to look for her Baſket and Cake, and 
found them taken away, her Grief was inexpreſſible, 
and turning about, eſpied the little frightful Dwarf, 
who ſaid to her, What makes you cry, Child?“ 
Alas! who can forbear ? (replied ſhe) I have loſt 
my Baſket and Cake, which were ſo very neceſ- 
« ſary in my Journey to the De/ar t Farry's. * What 
want you with her? (anſwered this little Monkey) 
I am your Relation and Friend, and am as know- 
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ing to the full as ſhe.” The Queen my Mo- 
ther (replied the Princeſs is grown very melan- 
choly, which makes me fear for her Life; 1 
fancy I may be the Cauſe of it, fince ſhe has de- 


ſired me to marry, and I muſt own to you, I 


have not yet found any one that I think deſerv- 
ing enough of me: Theſe are the Reaſons that 
have engaged me to ſpeak with the Fairy.“ Prin- 


ceſs, give yourſelf no. further Trouble (faid the 


Dwarf) Jam more proper to inform you about 
theſe Things : The Queen your Mother is vexed 
that ſhe has promiſed you in Marriage.“ The 
Queen promiſed me in Marriage! (faid ſhe in- 
terrupting him) undoubtedly you are miſtaken, 
ſhe would certainly have told me of it : I am too 
much concerned in that Aﬀair, to be engaged 
without my own Conſent.“ Beautiful Princeſs, 


(ſaid the Dwarf, throwing himſelf at her when 


I flatter myſelf this Choice will not be diſpleaſ- 
ing to you, when I tell you I am deſtined to that 
Happineſs.” My Mother choſe you for a Son- 
in-Law! (cried 4/] Fair, falling back ſome 
Steps ;) was ever any Folly like yours?“ Iam 
not very fond of the Honour (ſaid he, in a Paſſion) 


but here are the Lions, who will revenge my 


Affront.“ | | 
At the ſame Time the Princeſs heard the Lions 


roaring What will become of me? (ſaid ſhe) 


muſt I thus end my Days?* The wicked Dwarf 


looked at her, and with a malicious Smile, ſaid, 


Ll 
« 
« 
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Ap 


You ſhall have the Glory of dying, and not be- 
Rowing your ſhining Merit on a poor miſerable 
Dwarf, ſuch as Jam.“ Pray be not angry (ſaid 
the Princeſs, lifting up her Hands) I'd rather 
marry all the Dwarfs in the World, than die 
after ſo frightful a Manner.“ Obſerve me well, 
Princeſs (faid he) before you give me your Word; 
for I do not pretend to ſurprize you.“ I have 
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already (replied ſhe) but the Lions approach to- 
« wards me; fave me, or I ſhall die with Fear'. 
In ſhort, the fell into a Swoon, and, without know- 
ing how ſhe got there, found herſelf in her own 
Bed, in the fineſt Linen and Ribbons poſſible, with 
a Ring of one ſingle red Hair, fo ft upon her 
Finger that ſhe could not get it off. 
hen the Princeſs ſaw all this, and remembred 
what had paſſed before, ſhe grew fo melancholy, 
that all the Court were ſurprized and uneaſy at it: 
The Queen was moſt alarmed of all, and aſked a 
thouſand Times what was the Matter; but ſhe was 
determined in herſelf to conceal her Adventure from 
her. At laſt the States of the Kingdom, impatient 
to have their Princeſs married, aſſembled and ad- 
* drefled the Queen to make Choice of an Huſ- 
band for her out of Hand, The Queen told them, 
- It was what ſhe had moſt at Heart, but that her 
Daughter was very much againſt it. However ſhe 
adviſed them to go to her, and talk with her about 
it; which they did immediately. 47 Fair, whoſe 
Pride was ſomewhat abated, fince her Adventure 
with the Yellow Dwarf, thought it would be the 
beſt way te marry ſome potent Prince, with whom 
this little Ape would not dare to diſpute ſo glorious 
a Conqueſt ; and gave them a favourable Anſwer, 
and conſented to marry the King of the 
Golden Mines, who was a powerful and handſome 
Prince, who loved her with a violent Paſſion, and 
who never till then durſt entertain any Hopes. We 
may eaſily gueſs at the Exceſs of his Joy, and his 
Rival's Rage, when the News was declared. 
There was great Preparations made againſt the 
- Nuptials, and the King of the Golden Mines laun- 
ched out ſuch prodigious Sums of Money, that the 
Sea was full of Ships, that were ſent to the remoteſt 
Parts for the greateſt Rarities. In ſhort, that Prince 
diſcovered ſuch lively and delicate Sentiments, 2 
N R Ee 
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ſhe began to have ſome Paſſion for him. Thus were 
they both happy; when one Day the King, who 
was both gallant and in love, took the Liberty to 
diſcover his Tenderneſs to her in the Garden, in 
Verſes of his own making, among which he re- 
peated theſe Lines. A 5 

The verdant Leaves bud out when you appear, 
And all the Trees their brighteſt Liveries wear ; 

7 he Flow'rs Spring forth by your indulgent Heat, 

And am'rous Birds their little Songs repeat : 

In this ble Place, diſtant from Care and Crowns, 

All Nature ſmiles, and you her Goddeſs onuns, 


In the Midſt of all this Joy, the King's Rivals, 
ho were in the utmoſt Deſpair at his good Fortune, 
and ſenſible of the moſt piercing Grief, left the 
Court, and returned to their own Dominions, not 
being able to be Eye-witneſſes to the Princeſs's 
Marriage ; but before-they went, they took their 
Leaves of her in ſo obliging a Manner, that ſhe 
could not but pitty them. « O! Madam (ſaid the 
« King of the Golden Mines) what do you rob me 
of by granting your pity to Lovers, who are overs 
« and-above recompenſed for their Pains by one 
* ſingle Look from you!” I ſhould be angry (re- 
« plied the Princeſs) if you was inſenſible of the 
«. Compaſſion I have ſhewn thoſe Princeſs, to whom 
« I am loſt forever; it is + Proof of your Deli- . 
* cacy, which I approve of: But, Sir, their Con- 
« ditions are far different from yours ; you ought 
to be pleaſed with what I have done for you; they 
© have no Reaſon to be ſo, therefore you ſhould re- 
„ / ſtrain your Jealouſy.” The King of the Golden 
Mines was ſo confounded at the obliging Manner 
that the Princeſs tooka Thing that might very well 
have diſpleaſed her, that he threw himſelf at her 
Feet, ki . a thouſand Pardons, 


At 


& 


252 Srox of the YELLOw DWA RT. 


At laſt the long wiſhed-for Day came, and the 
Nuptials were proclaimed, . by ſounding of Trum- 
pets, and all other Ceremonies ; the Balconies 
were all adorned with Tapeſtries, and the Houſes 
5 bedecked with Flowers. The Queen was ſo over- 
joyed, that ſte was hardly in Bed, and got to 
Sleep, but ſhe roſe again to give the neceſſary 
Orders, and to chuſe out the Jewels the Princeſs 
was to wear that Day. She was covered almoſt 
over with Diamonds, and on her Gown, which 
was a Silver Brocade, were twelye Suns form- 
ed with Diamonds. But nothing appeared ſo 
bright as that Princeſs's natural Charms; a rich 
Crown was ſet upon her Head, her Hair hung down 
almoſt to her Feet, and the Majefty of her Shape 
diſtinguiſhed her from all the Ladies that attended on 
her. The King of the Golden Mines ſhewed him- 

, felf no leſs accompliſhed and magnificent : Joy and 
Chearfulneſs appeared in all his Actions: None ap- 5 
proached him, but he loaded them with his Gifts 
and Preſents; for he had ordered ſome Thouſands 
of Tons of Gold, and Velvet Sacks, embroidered 

with Pearls, full of Guineas, to be placed in the 
Hall, where all that put forth their Hands, receiv- 
ed Handfuls of Gold; inſomuch that this Part of 
the Ceremony drew there great Crouds of People, 
that would have been inienfible of all the other 
Pleaſures. do png ö 
As the Queen, King gad Princeſs were going out 
into a long Gallery, they ſaw a Box move towards 
them, in which there ſat a large old Woman, at 
whoſe Age and Decrepidneſs they were not ſo much 
Parr rs, as at her Uglineſs: She leaned upon a 
Crutch, had a black Taffety Ruff on, a red Velvet 
Hood, anda Fardingale all in Rags ; and after hav- 
ing taken two or three Turns about, without ſpeak 
ing a Word, ſhe topped in the Middle of the Gal- 
lery, and ſhaking her Crutch in a threatening. 
| od on Manner, 
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Manner, cried out, Ho, ho! you Queen and 
© Princeſs, do you think to falſify unpunithed your 
Words, which you gave my Friend the Yellow | 
Dwarf? I am the Deſart-Fairy ; and do not you 
know, that if it had not been for him and his 
Orange-tree, . you had been devoured by my 
Lions? 'Theſe Inſults to Fairies ſhall not be al- 
«* lowed ; think preſently on what you deſign; for 
* 1 ſwear by my Coif you ſhall marry him, or I. 
* will burn my Crutch.“ Ah! Princeſs (ſaid 
the Queen in Tears) what is this that I hear? 

© What have you promiſed ?* Ah! Mother, (re- 
« plied the Princets, full of Grief) what have you 

« promiſed ?? The 7 of the Gold Mines, en- 
raged at what had paſſed, and that this wicked old 
Woman ſhould come to oppoſe his Happineſs, drew 
his Sword, and going up towards her, pointed it;to- | 
her Throat: Wretch (ſaid he) be. gone from 
hence, or I'll revenge thy Malice on thy Life.“ 
He had no ſooner pronounced theſe Words but the 
upper Part of the Box flew off with great Noiſe, 
and out came the Yellow Dwarf, mounted on a 
large Spaniſh Cat, and placed himſelf between the 
Deſart Fairy and the King of the Gold Mines: 
* Raſh Youth (faid he) think not to commit this 
Violence on the illuſtrious Fairy, thy Rage ſhall. 
light on me; I am thy Rival and thy Enemy £ 
The falfe Princeſs, who was going to beftow her- 
« ſelf on thee, has given me her Word, and re- 
ceived mine; ſee uf ſhe has not got a Ring of my 
Hair upon her Finger, by that you may judge of 
my Right to her.. Hidgous Monſter (ſaid the 
* Kang) haſt thou the Boldneſs to call thyſelf the 
* Adorer of this divine Princeſs, and to pretend to 
fo glorious a Poflefkon.? Thou art ſach a Baboon, 
« ſuch an odious Figure, that I had ſacrificed thee 
* before now, hadſt thow been worthy of ſo honour- 
able a Death.“ The Dwarf, er 
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Soul at theſe Words, _ his Spurs in the Cat's 
Sides, which made ſuch a Mewing, and flying 
about, as frightened all but the King, who hemmed 
in the Dwarf ſo cloſe, that he drew a large Cutlaſs, 
with which he was armed, and defying the King to 
a Combat, went down into the Court of the Palace, 
making a terrible Noiſe. The enraged King fol- 
lowed him as faſt as poſſible ; and when they ftood 
oppoſite to each other, ready to begin the Combat, 


the Sun on a ſudden turned as red as Blood, and it 


grew as dark as Pitch ; it thundered and lightened, 
and by the Flaſhes of the Lightening, the King and 
all the Court, who were got into the Balconies, per- 
ceived two Giants vomiting Fire on each Side of the 
Dwarf ; all which was not capable of daunting the 
magnanimous Heart of this young Monarch, who 
 ſhewed-a wonderful Intrepidity in his Looks and 
Actions, that encouraged all who were concerned 
for his Safety, and gave the Dwarf and his Enemies 
ſme Confufion, But all his Courage was not Proof 
againſt what he ſaw the Princeſs endure ; when the 
Deſart Fairy, with her Head covered with Snakes, 
like Tifphone, and mounted on a winged Griffin, 
ſtruck her fo hard with a Lance ſhe carried in her 
Hand, that ſhe fell into the Queen's Arms all over 
Blood. This tender Mother, who was touched to 
the very Soul to ſee her Daughter in this Condition, 
made moſt ſad Complaints; and for the King, he 
loſt both all his Reaſon and Courage, left the Com- 
bat, and ran to the Princeſs, to ſuccour her, or dre 
with her; but the Yellow Dwarf would not give him 
Time to get to her, but flew on his Spariſb Cat 
into the Belcony where fhe was, and took her out of 
her Mother's Arms, and from all the Ladies, and 
then leaping upon the Top of the Palace, diſap- 
with his Prey. | n U. 2ge 5» 
- The King, confuſed and motionleſs; looked on 
ſuch an extraordinary Adventure with the utmoſt ' 
Deſpair, ſince it was not in his Power to help ” ; 
when 
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when to compleat his Misfortunes, he found a Miſt 


before his Eyes, and himſelf lifted up by ſome ex- 
traordi nary Power in the Air; for the wicked 


Fairy, who came to aſſiſt the Yellow Dwarf in taking 


away the Princeſs, had no ſooner ſet her Eyes on 

the King of the Gold Mines, .but her Heart grew 
ſenſible of that young Prince's Merit ; and that he 
might be her Prey, he therefore carried him to the 


Bottom of a frightful Cavern, and there loaded him 


with Chains fixed to a Rock, hoping that the Dread 
of an approaching Death might make him forget 
All Fair, and engage him to do as ſhe would have 
him. As ſoon as he arrived there, ſhe reſtored him 
his Sight, and borrowing, by the Fairy-Art, all 
thoſe — and Graces that Nature had denied 
her, appeared to him like a lovely Nymph, that 
was come that Way by Chance. What is this 
that my Eyes behold ? (ſaid ſhe) what have you 
done, charming Prince, that you are Rept here? 
-- Whereupon, the King deceived by theſe falſe Ap- 

aus. 94 replied ; Alas! fair Nymph, I know 


not what the infernal Fury that brought me hither. | 


* would have; for though, when ſhe took me away, 


© ſhe deprived me of my Sight. and has not fince 


1 9 yet I know by her Voice, that ſhe was 
© the Deſart-Fairy.* «* Oh! Sir (cried the falſe 
© Nymph) you are in the Hands of a Woman, who 
* will not let you go till you marry her; tis what 
« ſhe has done by ſeveral Heroes: She is the moſt 
obſtinate Woman in the World in theſe Affairs.“ 
But while ſhe pretended to bear a Share in the 
King's Affliction, he perceived her Grifſiu-Feet, 
which was always a Mark by which the Fairy was 
known in all her Metamorphoſes, which ſhe could 
not change; and 2 take no Notice ofit, but 
ſpeaking in an Air of Confidence, ſaid, Indeed 
I have no Averſion for the Deſart-Fairy; but I 

cannot bear that ſhe- ſhould protect the Yellow: 
Dwarf, and keep me chained thus like a Crimi- 
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nal: What have I done? I love, 'tis true, a 
© charming Princeſs ; and had I. my Liberty, it 
* would engage me in Gratitude ts Love the Fairy.” 
Do you ule Sincerity ?* (ſaid the pretended 
* Nymph ) Doubt you of it? (replied the King) 
I am a Novice in the Art of Diſſembling; and I 
« muſt own to you à Fairy has much more to flatter 
my Vanity with, than a Princefs ; but if I loved 
her to Diſtraction, and ſhe confined me, I ſhould 
* hate her. 3 
Deceived by theſe Words, the Deſart - Fairy re- 
ſolved to tramport him to a Place as agreeable as 
this was horrible; and to that End, obliged him to 
get into her Chariot, which was then drawn by 
Swans, whereas it was generally drawn by Bats. 
But in what a Condition was this Prince, when as 
he was traverſing the waſte Space of Air, he ſaw his 
dear Princeſs in a Caſtle of poliſhed'Steel, the Walls 
of which caft ſuch a Reflection when the Sun thined? * 
that there was no going near it; fhe was laid in a 
Grove by a Brook - Side, leaning her Head on one 
Hand, and wiping away her Tears with the other: 
And as ſhe was looking up to Heaven to aſk Relief, 
ſhe ſaw the King paſs along with the Deſart- Fairy, 
| who, as ſhe had made uſe of her Art to ſeem hand- 
| ſame to that young Monarch, the appeared to the 1 
1 Princeſs the moſt charming Perſon in the World: 
What (cried ſhe)'am not J unfortunate enough, to 
be in this unacceſſible Caſtle, whither this ugly 
Dwarf has brought me; but to add to my Mis- 
« fortunes, I muſt be tormented with Jealouſies ? 
« Muſt I be informed, by ſuch an extraordinary 
Adventure, of the Infidelity of the King of the 
4 © Gold Mines, who has certainly thought that 
l © lofing the Sight” of me, he was freed from his 
| © Oaths ? But who ean this formidable Rival be, 
© whoſe fatal beauty ſurpaſſes mine ?* While ſhe was 
| , faying theſe Words, the amorous King felt a mortal 
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the dear Object of his Vows: Had he not known the 
Fairy's Power, he would certainly have tried to 
have got from her, either by killing her, or ſome 
ether Means that his Love and Courage would have 
ſuggeſted to him; but how could he attempt any 

Thing at that Time ? 3 
The Fairy alſo perceived the Princeſs, and ſought 
in the King's Eyes to penetrate into the Effect that 
Sight might produce in his Heart. None can 
inform you ſo well as myſelf, of what you want 
to know . (ſaid he to her) the unexpected meeting 
with that unhappy Princeſs, for whom I had ſome 
© Reſpet, before I was acquainted with your 
* Charms, gave me ſome ſmall Diſturbance ; but 
© you have ſo much a greater Sway over me, that 
© I would ſooner die than be falſe to you. Ah! 
© Prince (ſaid ſhe) may I flatter myſelf with having 
inſpired you with ſuch favourable Sentiments for 
me?”* © Time ſhall convince you, Madam (re- 
. (plied he) but if you would make me ſenſible that 
I ave any Part in your Eſteem, deny not 4//- 
Fair your Aſſiſtance.“ Do you know what you 
Aſk? (anſwered the Fairy, knitting her Brows 
and frowning) What, would you have me make 
uſe of my Knowledge againſt the Yellow Dwarf, 
who is my belt Friend, to force a proud Princeſs, 
whom I muſt look upon as my Rival, out of his 
Hands? No, I cannot bear the Thoughts of it.“ 
At that the King ſighed inwardly, but durſt return 
no Anſwer, At laſt they came to a large Meadow, 
enamelled with various Flowers, and ſurrounded by 
a deep River, into which there ran ſeveral {mall 
Brooks, which formed Meanders about little Holts 
of Trees; where there was always a freſh Air: At 
a ſmall Diſtance ſtood a ſtately Palace, the Walls 
of which were of traniparent Emeralds, and as ſoon 
as the Swans that drew them alighited, thouſands of 
beautiful Perſons came to receive he Fairy with 
Acclamations of Joy, and Songs in Praiſe of her 
| Charms 
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Charms and her Choice; which overjoyed the Fairy 
to hear them mention her Amours, She led the 


King into the moſt magnificent Apartment that had 


ever been ſeen in the Memory of Fairies, and leav- 
ing him there, and thinking ſhe was not ſure ſhe 
had captivated him, ſhe got into an obſcure Place, 
from whence ſhe mightobſerve all his Actions; and 
he fancying ſhe would watch him, went to a large 
Glaſs, and ſaid to it, Faithful Adviſer, permit 
* me to ſtudy out Ways to reader myſelf agreeable 
«. to the charming Fairy, whom I adore ; for great 


hs is my Deſire to pleaſe.” And, thereupon, he 


painted, powdered and patched, put on a magni- 
ficent Suit of Clothes that lay ready for him, and 
adjufted himſelf the beſt he could. | 
— this, the Fairy went in unto him ſo much 
tranſported with Joy, that ſne could not moderate 
It. * I ſhall not forget (ſaid ſhe). the Care you 
© have taken to pleaſe me, you have found out the 
true and only Way: You ſee, Sir, it is not ſo 
difficult when People pleaſe.” The King, who 
thought that ſayin ane Things to the Fairy was the 
beſt Card he could play, ſpared no ſoft Expreſſions 
at this Jun@ure, 2nd by that Means got Leave to 


| take a Walk on the Sea-Shore, which the Fairy, 


by her Art, had rendered ſo dangerous and boiſte- 
rous, that no Pilots were ſo bold as to venture to 
ſail in it; fo that ſhe was under no Apprehenſions 
of her Priſoner's eſcaping, who 3 it a great 

Aſſuagement to his Pains to muſe alone, and think 
of his deareſt Princeſs, without being interrupted 
by his hateful Goaler. When he had walked there 
ſome Time, kiſſed the Sand, and invoked the Pow- 
ers of the Sea, he heard a Voice, which made him 
give great Attention, and obſerving the Waves to 
ſwell, and regarding them ſtedfaſtly, he perceived a 
beautiful Mermaid ariſe with a Looking-glaſs in 
one Hand, and combing her Hair, which was gen- 
tly agitated by the Winds, with the other. = the 
| : ighit 


S roxy of the TEIIOW DWa RAT. 259 
Sight the King was much ſurprized ; but much 
2 when Hl and fie — » I know the 
* ſad Condition you are reduced to, by your Sepa- 
ration from your Princeſs, and the Deſart-Fairy*s 
* Paſſion for you; if you approve of it, I will carry 
« you away from this fatal Place, where, perhaps, 
« you may languiſh out thirty or forty Years.” The 
King knew not what Anſwer to return; not but he 
defired to be delivered from his Captivity, but for 
fear the Fairy had aſſumed a new Form to deceive 
him: And as he hefitated, the Syren, who gueſſed 
at his Thoughts, ſaid, Fear not, this is no Snare 


laid for you; Iam too much an Enemy to the. 


'« Deſart Fairy and the Yellow Dwarf, to ſerve 
them: Iſee your unfortunate Princeſs every Day, 
her Beauty and Merit raiſes my Pity ; and I tell 
* you again, if you have any Confidence in me, I 
will aſſiſt you 1 get away.“ I have ſo much in 

u (cried the King) that I will do whatever you 

id me ; but fince you have ſeen my Princeſs, 
tell me ſome News of her.“ We ſhall loſe too 
much Time in talking (replied the Syren) Come 
along with me, and I will carry you to the Steel 
. © Caſtle, and leave on this Shore a Figure ſo like 
vou, that the Fairy ſhall be deceived by it. 

She 1 cut down ſome Sea-Kuſhes, and 
bundled them together, and blowing upon them, 
ſaid, My good Friends, I order you not to ſtir off 
from this 3 till the Deſart Fairy comes and 
takes you away.” Whereupon a ſkin grew ſoon 
over the Ruſhes, and they became fo like the 
King of the Gold Mines, that it was ſurprizing ; 
they were cloathed like the King, and looked pate 
and dead, as if he had been drowned, After thts 
the yren made the King fit upon the Fiſt's- Tale, 
and both ſailed away in a rolling Sea, with all ima- 
* Satisfaction. When they were at ſome 

iſtance from the Shore, the Hren ſaid, I will 
© now tel] you how the wicked Dwarf carried the 

. Princets 


. 
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Princeſs away: He ſet her behind him on bis 


Spaniſb Cat; and notwithſtanding the Blood ſhe 


loſt by the Wound ſhe received from the Deſart- 
Fairy, which made her ſwoon away, he never 
ſtopped to give her Aſſiſtance till he had her ſafe 
in his Steel Caſtle, where he was received by 


- ſome of the moſt beautiful Perſons in the World, 


which he had tranſported thither, who all ſhewed 
a great defire to ſerve the Princeſs, who was put 
into a Bed of Cloth of Gold, embroidered with 
large Pearls.” O! (cried the King of the 
Gold Mines) he has married her; I ſwoon and 
die away.” No (ſaid ſhe) aflure. yourſelf the 


Princeſs's Conftancy is too firm to admit of that.“ 


Then go on, (replied he) What I have more 
to tell you, is (continued the Syren) ſhe was in 
the Grove you paſſed over, and ſaw you with the 
Deſart-Fairy, Who was ſo painted, that ſhe ſeemed 
to her of a much ſuperior Beauty to herſelf, and 
her Deſpair is not to be comprehended, ſince ſtte 
fancies you love her.“ I love her! (cried the 
King : Juſt Heavens! how much is ſhe deceived ? 
What ought not I to do, to make her ſenſible 
how much ſhe is miſtaken ?* * Conſult your own 
Heart (anſwered the Syren, with a gracious 
Smile) People that are deeply engaged have no 
Need of Advice on that Account.“ And juſt as 
the made an End of theie Words, they arrived at 
the Steel-Caſtie, which on the Sea-Side the 


Dwarf had uot jortified with thoſe burning Walls: 


c 


I know (ſaid the Syren) the Princels is by the 
ſame Brook-Side, where you ſaw her as you paſſed 
by ; but as you will have a great many Enemies 
to fight with before you can come to her, take thus 
Sword, with which you may undertake any Thing. 


and face the greateſt Dangers, provided you never 
let it go out of your Hand. Farewel; 1 ſhall re- 


tire under that Rock you ſee there; if you have 
any Need of me, to conduct you farther with your 
: « Princeſs, 


— 
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< Princeſs, 1 ſhall not fail you; for the Queen her 
4 Mother is my beſt Friend, and it was on her Ac- 
count that I have thus ſerved you. After theſe 
Words ſhe gave him the Sword, which was made of 
one certain Diamond, that gave as great a Luſtre 
as the Sun ; upon the receiving it, he could uſe no 
Words expreſſive enough for an Acknowledgement; 
but defired her to make it up in thinking all that a 
generous Mind was Rr of. 

But to return to the Deſfart-Fairy : when ſhe ſaw 
that her Lover did not return, ſhe haſtened after to 
find him, running all along the Shore attended with 
a hundred young Damſels, loaded with Preſents for 
him ; ſome brought great Baſkets full of Diamonds, 
ſome golden Veſſels of admirable Work, ſome Am- 


bergris, Coral and Pearls, and ſome carried great 
Pieces of Stuffs upon their Heads of prodigious 
Richneſs; others Flowers, Fruits and Birds; in 
ſhort, every Thing that might be acceptable. But 
in what a ſad Condition was the Fairy, when fol- 
lowing this noble Troop, ſhe ſaw the Ruſhes in the 


Shape of the King of the Gold Mines; ſhe was fo 
amazed and grieved, that ſhe gave a terrible Shriek, 
that made the Hills echo again, and ſeemed more 
furious than Megara, Ale and Ti/iphone together: 
ſhe threw herſelf upon the Body, cried, howled, and 
tore fifty of the Perſons that were with her in Pieces, 
as a Sacrifice to the Manes of the dear Deceaſed. 
Then ſhe called eleven of her Siſter-Fairies, to 
help her to erect a ſtately Mauſoleum to this young 
_ ; who were all as much deceived as herſelf by 
tile Syren, who was more powerful than they; But 
while they were providing Porphyry, Jaſper, Agate, 
Marble, Statues and Deviſes in Gold and Braſs, to 
immortalize the Memory of the King, whom the 
thought to be dead, he thanked the lovely Syren, 
conjuring her to grant him her Protection; which 
ſhe engaging him ſhe would, he had nothing todo 
but to advance towards the Steel - Caſtle. 


Thus 
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Thus guided by his Love, he went forward, and 
looking carefully about, perceived his adorable 
Princeſs; but was not long without Employment; 
for four terrible Sphinxes flew at him, and had torn 
him into a thouſand Pieces, had it not been for the 
Syren's Sword, which glittered ſo in their Eyes, 
that they fell down at his Feet without any Strength; 
and he gave each a mortal Wound, and ſo pro- 
ceeded on, till he met with fix Dragons, whoſe 
ſcaled Skins were harder than Iron. Whatever 
Fear ſuch Creatures might have put ſome into, he 
was intrepid, and with Nis Sword cut them all a- 
ſunder, and thought he had ſurmounted the utmoſt 
Difficulties, when he met with the greateſt of all 
which was four-and-twenty Nymphs, holding in 
their Hands long Garlands of Flowers, with which 
they ſtopped his Paſſage: * Whither are you going, 
Sir? (ſaid they) We are appointed to guard this 
« Place, and if we jet you pals, it will be bad both 
for you and us; therefore pray be not obſtinate : 
Sure you would not imbrue your victorious Arm 
in the Blood of ſo many innocent young Damſels, 
© who have done you no Wrong.“ At theſe Words, 
tie King, who was a great Admirer of the Fair Sex, 
and had profeſſed himſelf always their Protector, 
was ſo confounded to think that he muſt force his 
Paſſage through them, that he knew not what to 
reſolve on; when he heard a Voice ſay, * Strike, 
« trike, or you loſe your Princeſs for ever. Where- 
upon-without making any Reply, he threw himſelf 
into the Midſt of the Nymphs, and gave them, no 
Quarter, and ſoon diſperſed them. This being the 
laſt Obſtacle he had to meet with, he went into the 
Grove where the Princeſs lay pale and languiſhing 
by a Brook-fide ; and upon his approaching tremb- 
ling towards her, ſhe flew from him with as much 
Indignation, as if he had been the Yellow Dwarf. 
« Condemn me not, Madam (ſaid he) before you 
© hear me; I am neither falſe nor guilty of what 
; you 
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© you imagine; but only an unfortunate Wretch, 
© that has diſpleaſed yuu with Repugnance to him- 
© ſelf.” Ah! barbarous Man (cried ſhe) I faw 
© you traverſing the Air with a beautiful Perſon ; 
was that againſt your Canſent?” © Yes, Princeſs, 
© (faid he) it was: The wicked Deſart Fairy not 
* ſatisfied with chaining me to a Rock, took me 


with her in her Chariot, and conveyed me to a 


© diſtant Part of the World, where I ſhould have 
* languiſhed out my Days, without hope of any 
© Succour, had it not been for a kind Syren, that 
© brought me hither. I come my Princeſs to de- 
© liver you ont -of the Hands of thoſe that detain 


+ © you here: refuſe not the Aſſiſtance of the moſt 


faithful of Lovers.“ 'Thereupon he threw himſelf 
at her Feet, and catching hold of her Gown, un- 
fortunately let fall the formidable Sword, which the 


' Yellow Dwarf, who lay behind ſome ſmall Shrub, 


no ſooner ſaw out of the King's Hand, but knowing 


its Power, he ran and ſcized it, 


The Princeſs, at the Sight of the Dwarf, gave a 
terrible Shriek; but all her Complaints ſerved only 
to exaſperate the little Monſter, who, by two caba- 
liſtical Words, conjured up two huge Giants, that 
loaded the King with Irons. I am now (faid the 
Dwarf, Maſter of my Rival's Fate; however, I 
« will grant him his Life and Liberty, on Condi- 


tion he conſents to my Marriage.“ No, I will 


die a Thouſands Deaths firſt (cried the amorous 
« King in a Rage.) Alas ! (replied the Princeſs) 
the Thoughts of that is the moſt terrible of them 
all.“ Nothing ſhocks me ſo much (anſwered 
© the King, as that you ſhould become a Victim 
to this Monſter.* Then (ſaid the Princeſs) let 
© us die together.“ No, my Princeſs (ſaid the 
« King) let me have the Satisfaction of dying for 
you. I would ſooner conſent (ſaid ſhe) to the 
« Dwarfs Deſires.“ Oh! cruel Princeſs (inter- 
s rupted the King) ſhould you mary him before 
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my Face, my Life would ever after be odious to 


© me.” No, it ſhall not be before thy Face (re- 
* plied the Dwarf) for a beloved Rival I cannot 
© bear.” And at theſe Wards he ſtabbed the King 
to the Heart; whoſe Death the Princeſs was not 
able to ſurvive, but ſhe fell on that dear Prince's 


Body, and poured out her Soul with his. Thus 


died thoſe two illuſtrious but unfortunate Lovers, 
Power laying in the fatal Sword, | be 
The wicked Dwarf was better pleaſed to ſee his 
Princeſs void of Life, than in the Arms of another ; 
and the Deſart-Fairy being informed of his Ad- 
venture, conceived as great an Hatred againſt the 
Memory of the King of the Gold' Mines, as Love 
for his Perſon, and deſtroyed the Mauſoleum ſhe 
had erected. And for the kind Mermaid, who was 
grieved at this Misfortune, ſhe could obtain no 
other Favour of Fate, but to change them into two 


before the Syren could apply any Remedy, all her 


Palm-Trees; which preſerving a faithful and laſt- 


ing Paſſion for each other, careſs and unite their 
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YOUNG and HANDSOME. 


H ERE TOFORE there lived a Fairy, who 


ſtrove as much as poſſible to reſiſt the Force of 
Love: But all in vain; for that little God, with- 


out employing the utmoſt of his Power, rendered her 


ſenſible of it. A young Prince arrived at her Court, 
who was amiable and renowned for great Actions he 


had done, and which werenot unknown to the Fairy. 


This young Prince's Perſon anſwered ſo well the 


great Reputation he had gained, that the Fairy, who ' 


was not proof againſt ſo many Charms, in a ſhort 


Time accepted his Vows. The Fairy was beauti- 
ful, and he really in Love. She married him, and 
by that Marriage made him a rich and moſt pow-er- 


ful Monarch. After this Union, they lived a long 


Time happy; but the Fairy growing old, the King's. 


Love, though he was as much in Years himſelf. be- 


gan to fall of, and he was taken with ſome cf the 


young Beauties of the Court: At which the Fairy 
conceived a Jealouſy, that proved fatal to many of 
her Rivals. | 0 SE SL 
The Fairy, by this Marriage, had only one 
Daughter, who was the Object of her Tenderneſs, 
and in all Reſpects deſerving of it. The Fairies, 


her Relations, at her Birth, endowed her with a 


iprightly Wit, a moſt bewitching Beauty, and 


Graces more engaging than both, with a Voice 
3 | 


that 
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1 that captivated all that heard it. Her Shape was 
perfectly ſine, and her Air noble; her Hair was a 
curious black, her Mouth little, but always graced 
| with Smiles: her Teeth wereof a ſurprizing White- 
] neſs, her Eyes black, lively and ſparkling ; and 
her Looks ſo tender and piercing, that they created 
Love in all Hearts : Whereupon the Fairy named 
her Young-ana-Hand/ome, ſuſpending all other Gifts, 
that ſhe might judge in the End what ſort of Hap- 
pineſs ſhe might promiſe a Daughter ſo dear to her. 
The Infidelity of the King was a continual Af- 
fliction to the Fairy; the Misfortune of not being 
beloved, made her think that the greateſt of all 
Bleflings was to be always amiable. This Hap- 
ae after a thouſand Reflections, ſne endowed 
oung-and- Handſome with, who was then about ſiæ- 
teen Years old, when the Fairy uſed all her Know- 
ledge, that ſhe ſhould always remain the ſame as 
ſhe was at that Time. What bleſſing could ſhe be- 
ſtow more valuable ? | | 
The Fairy buried the King her Huſband, and 
though he had been Falſe to her a long Time, was 
ſo ſenſibly grieved at his Death, that ſhe reſolved to 
leave her Dominions, and retire to a Caſtle ſhe 
had built in a Deſart Country, which ſhe had ſur- 
rounded with a vaſt Poreſt, fo that only ſhe herſelf 
eould find the Way to it. by 
This Reſolution afflicted Young-and-Hand/ome, 
who was loth to part with the Fairy, who com- 
manded her abſolutely to ſtay; but before her De- 
parture, ſhe recalled into her Palace, which was 
very fine, all the Pleaſures and Diverſions ſhe had 
baniſhed ſo long, and therewith compoſed the 
Court of Young-and-Handſome, who in that agree- 
able Compauy was comforted ſome Time after, for - 
the Ablence vf the Fairy. All the Kings and 
Princes, who thought themſelves worthy of pleaſing 
her. came in Crouds to the Court of Young-an4 
Haniſeme, to endeavour, by their Sedulities and 
Love, to render ſo lovely a Princeſs happy. 
* f VNothiog 
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Nothing ever equalled the Magnificence and 
Charms of her Palace, there were every Day ſome _ 
new Entertainments, every body was happy, but 
"thoſe Lovers who adored without Hope, for ſhe 
looked favourably on none : But as they had the 
Happineſs to ſee her often, the moſt indifferent 
Looks were ſufficient to ſtay them for ever, 

One Day Young-and-Han!ſome, content with the 
Happineſs and Sweets of her Reign, was walking 
in a pleaſant Wood, attended only by ſome of her 
Nymphs, to taſte the Delights of Solitude ; where 
ſhe amuſed herſelf with pleaſing Thoughts, which 
breught her inſenſibly into a delicate — 
melled with Flowers of various Colours. To 

Her Eyes were engaged with a thouſand diffe- 
rent and agreeable Objects, when perceiving a 
Flock of Sheep feeding in a Meadow, hy the Side 
of a Brook, which by its Waters rolling among the 
Pebbles, made ſoft Murmurings, ſhe Tiſcovered a 
young Shepherd, ſhaded by an Holt of Trees, laid 
aſleep by the Brook- ſide, wich his Crook ſet againſt 
a Tree, and a pretty little Dog, which ſeemed to 
be rather his Maſter's Fayourite, than the Keeper 
of the Flock, by his Side. 

2 oung-and-Hand/ume went to the Brook, and look - 
ed on the Shepherd! but how fatal was that Sight! 
for Love ſleeping in the Arms of Phche, never ap- 
peared with ſo many Charms. The young Fairy 
topped, being unable to reſiſt ſome Emotions of 
Admiration, which were ſoon followed by more 
tender Sentiments. The young Shepherd ſeemed 
to be about eighteen Years of Age, very proper 
and well ſhaped, and his Hair, which was brown, 
and curled naturally in large flowing Rings, adorn- 
ed a moſt beautiful Face. His Eyes, which were 
cloſed, concealed from the Fairy new Darts, which 
Love preſerved to redouble her Tenderneſs. . 

Young-and-Handſome felt an unuſual Diſturbance * 
in her Breaſt, and had not Power to leave the Place, 
but took too much * in thoſe her Sentiments, 
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to ſeek to oppoſe them; ſhe loved tenderly, and 


thought at that Time only of being loved again : 
She durſt not awake the Shepherd, for fear of diſ- 


covering her Diſorder, but taking a Pleaſure in re- 


vealing her Paſſion in a more gallant and agree- 


able Manner, rendered her inviſible, to divert her- 
ſelf with the Amazement ſhe deſigned to put him 


into. Some charming Muſic was preſently heard, 
with a Sympfiony that ſtruck the Heart itſelf. Theſe 


_ delightful Sounds awakened Alidorus, which was 


the Shepherd's Name, who then thought it only an 
agreeable Dream: But how great was his Surprize, 
when riſing off the Graſs where he was laid, he 
found himſelf in a fine and magnificent Habit, of 
ener Velvet trimed with Silver; his Scrip em- 

roidered with Cyphers of Young-and-Hand/ome, 
and tied with a Scarf of Flowers; his Crook of 
curious Work, adorned with Jewels of ſeveral Co- 
lours, which formed nice Devices ; and, his Hat 


made of Jonquils and blue Hyacinths, intervoven 


with great Art. 
Pleaſed and ſurprized with his new Dreſs, he 


viewed himſelf in the Brook, while Young-and- 


Handſome was in a thouſand Apprehenſions, leſt he 


ſhould undergo the ſame hard Fate with the beau- 


tiful Narciſſus. But how much greater was his 
Aſtoniſnment, when he ſaw his Sheep fleeced with 
Silk as white as Snow, inſtead of their ordinary 
Wool, and bedecked with Branches of Ribbons of 
various Colours ; and his favourite Ewe, ſet off like 


the reſt, come ſkipping over the Graſs, as if ſhe 


was proud of her Attire ; and his little Dog with a 
Collar of Gold, ſet with ſmall Emeralds, which 
compoſed theſe Verſes : 


Ha pants the Heart, ſeiz'd evith an am ron Fire, 


When. it i ſcorch d with 2 5% lames of Lowe ? 
Tho to be Handſome, can create Defire, - 
Tir, to be happy, wwe muſt conjiant prove, 


The 
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The Young Shepherd judged, by theſe Verſes, 
that he was obliged to Love for this agreeable Ad- 
venture. The fun was then ſet, and Alidorus, poſ- 
ſeſted with molt pleaſing Thoughts, returned to his 

_ Cabbin, in which he obſerved no Change without; 
but was hardly entered before a delicious Odour in- 
tormed him there was ſomething new. He found 
his little Hat hung with a Tiſſue of Jeſſamin and 
Orange- flowers, the Curtains of his Bed the ſame, 
rated up with Garlands of Lilies and Roles, ſup- 
ported in their Beauty by an agreeable Freſhneſs. 

| The Floor was China, whereon were repreſented 
elle © the Stories of all the Goddeſſes who fell in love with 
Shepherds; Alidorus, who had a great deal of Wit, 
obierved it: For the Shepherds in that Country 

were not common Shepherds; ſome of them being 

deſcended from Kings and great Princes; as Ali- 

dorus, derived his origin from a Prince that governed 

thoſe People before they were ſubje& to the Fairies. 

Till then the young Shepherd had been inſenſi- 
ble; but now he vegan to perceive that his young, 
Heart, though he could fix on no Object, burnt to 
ſurrender; he almoſt died with impatience to know - 

the Goddeſs or Fairy that ſhewed him ſuch favour- 

able Marks of her Tenderneſs. He walked about © 
with the greateſt Uneaſineſs imaginable, and knew 
not what to think. Night came on, a fine Ilumi- 
nation appeared in hs Cabbin, and his Muſings 
were interrupted by a delicious and ſtately Supper 
that was ſet before him: What (ſaid the Shepherd 
« ſmiling) always new Pleaſures and nobody to 
« partake of them with me !* His little Dog would © 
have played with him, but he was too as taken 
up to anfwer his Careſſes; when fatting down, a 
little Cupid preſented him Drink in a Cup made of 
one little Diamond. . He aſked the little love ſome 
Queſtions, who, inſtead of anſwering them, drew 
ſome Arrows, which, as ſoon as they reached the 
Shepherd, were changed into a ſweet imelling Wa- 
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ter. Alidorus comprehended by theſe little Tricks, 


that the little Rogue was ordered not to explain this 
Myſtery, As ſoon as Alidorus had done, the little 


| Cupid flew away, and the Table vaniſhed. - 


Afterwards he heard a charming Symphony, 
which creating a thouſand tender Sentiments in his 
Heart, his Impatience to know to whom he was 


' obliged for ſo much Pleaſure, continually increaſed; 


when with a great deal of Satisfaction he heard 
theſe Words ſung : | | 


- Tell me, Cupid, what bright Form 
Will wound the Swain I love ; 
Say what Charms I muſt put on, 
That may his Paſſion move. 


My conflant Lowe, let him not doxbt, 
7 ho' that won't always pleaſe ; 

Great God encrtaſe my Stock of Charms, 
My Truth wwill give me Eaſe. 


„Come then, charming Object (cried the Shep- 


© herd) and by your Preſence compleat my Feli- 
* City: I believe you too lovely ever to be capable 
of dla unfaithful to your Charms.“ No An- 
ſwer was returned, the Muſic ceaſed ſoon after, and 


a profound Silence reigned, which invited the 
Shepherd to take a ſweet Repoſe. 


He threw himſelf upon his Bed, where he ſlept 
but little, agitated by his Impatience and growing 


Paſſion. At Day break he awakened by the har- 


monious Warblings of the Birds, aroſe and drove 
his flock to the ſame Place where the Day before 
his good Fortune began. He was no ſooner ſat 


down by the Brock · ſide, but a Pavillion ot a bright 


grow and gold coloured Stuff was faſtened to the 
oughs of the Trees to ſecure him from the Scorch- 
ings of the Sun, His Pavillion, Flock and Habit, 

ſurprized 


* 
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ſurprized all the young Shepherds and Shepher- 
deſſes about him, they came in great Haſte, and 
aſked him with Earneſtneis, the Reaſon of thoſe 
ſtrange Alterations: And Alzdorus ſmiling, told 
them all that had happened. There was not a 
Shepherd but what was jealous, nor Shepherdeſs 
but bluſhed with Rage and Envy, fince there way 
ſcarce one of the latter, who had not formed deſigns 
of gaining the Heart of this lovely Shepherd ; and - 
a Goddeſs, or a Fairy, were either of them too dan- 
gerous Rivals. 

Young-and Handſome, who never loſt fight of her 
Shepherd, fuffered the Converſation of the Shep- 
herdeſſes with Impatience ; ſome of them were 
charming, and a lovely Shepherdeſs may prove a 
formidable Rival to a Goddeſs herſelf. But Ali- 
dorus's Indifference, and their being obliged to 
leave that Shepherd, and drive their Flocks further 
on the Meadow, encouraged the Young Fairy, 

Some Time after, when none but Shepherds were 
with Alidorus, a delicious Entertainment appeared 
on a white Marble Table, with Seats of Green aa 
round it, of which Alidorus and thoſe Shepherds 

artook ; when fitting down at the Table, they | 
ound themſelves clothed in magnificent Habits, 
but none fo fine as Alidorus, who ſhined again with 
Jewels. A ruftick Muſic, but very fine, echoed 
all around, and theſe Words were ſung : , 


Alidorus's Happineſi confeſs, 
By whom Lowe his Power has ſpeaun; 
| Swwains that know his killing Charms, 
Regard the Choice my Heart does own. 


The Shepherds Amazement increaſed every Mi- 
nute, and ſome Shepherdeſſes, drawn by the Muſic, 
coming to the Brook-fide, they began a very a- 
greeable Country-Dance. The young Fairy, who 
was always preſent, but inviſible, aſſumed, with 

N 4 ſix 
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ſix of her Nymphs, the Habits of Shepherdeſſes, 
direſſed with Garlands of Flowers, with their Crooks 
very prettily wrought ; at which Time, Joung-and- 
Handſome, who had on a Head-dreſs of Jonquils, 
which had the moſt agreeable Effect imaginable on 
her fine black Hair, appeared the moſt beautiful 
Perſon in the World. 4. | | 
The arrival of theſe Shepherdeſſes ſurprized all 
the Aſſembly; all the Beauties there conceiving 
Jealouſies, and the Shepherds ſeeking with great 
Earneſtneſs to pay them the utmoſt Reſpect. 
Young-and Han dſome, who was not known to be a 
Fairy, received all the Honours, and, like the Load- 
ſtone, attracted all the Hearts; for there the moſt 
ſincere Homages were paid to beauty alone, which 
flattered Young-and Hand/ome with the Effect of 
hers, ſince there her Rank had not the leaſt Share, 
For Ali dorus, as ſoon as ſhe appeared, forgetting 
the Love a Goddeſs, or a Fairy, had for him, flew 
to Tong, and- Hand ſome, and approached her with 
the beſt Grace in the World: Come, charming 
shepherdeſs (ſaid he) accept of a Place more wor- 
© thy of you; ſo delicate a Perſon is to much ſupe- 
« rior to other Beauties, to ſtay intermixed with 
them.“ Then offering his Hand, Young-and- Hand- 
ſeme, pleaſed with the Sentiments ſhe had inſpired 
the young Shepherd with, ſuffered herſelf to be led 
by him. Alidorus conducted her under the Pavil- 
lion, where ſome young Shepherds, by Aliderus's 
Orders, brought Bundles of Flowers and Greens, 
and raiſed a kind of Throne, whereon they placed 
Young-and-Handſome. Tue lovely young Shepherd 
laid himſelf at her Feet, the Nymphs fat by her, 
and the reſt of the Company made a Ring, where 
every one ſeated themſelves according to their 
Inclination. | 
This Circle of Beauties was a moſt agreeable 
Sight; where the purling Streams and the harmo- 
; | ; nlous 
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niovs Symphony, intermixed with the Warblings 
of the Birds, which flocked about them, made a 
compleat Concert. Shepherds came in Troops to 
make their Court to Young-and-Hand/eme ; and one 
among them who was called 1phis, going up to the 
young Fairy, Though this Seat whereon you are 
© placed by Alidorus (ſaid he to her) is very agree- 
© able, yet notwithſtanding it is very dangerous.“ 
I believe (replied the Fairy, with a Smile capa- 
ble of captivating all Hearts) the Shepherdeſſes 
of this Hamlet will hardly pardon in me the pre- 
ference which Alidorus ſeem to give me, before 
ſo many Beauties much more deſerving.” No, 

* (ſaid 7phts) our Shepherdeſſes are more juſt, but 
© a Goddeſs loves Alidorus. Then he telling her 
the whole Adventure of that lovely Shepherd, and 
having made an End of that Relation, the young 
1 Fairy turning herſelf tov ards Alidorus, ſaid with a 
gracious Smile, © I will not create myſelf ſo formi- 
« dable an Enemy as the Goddeſs, by whom you 
© are beloved: Without Doubt ſhe hath not deſ- 
* tined me the Place I poſſeſs, therefore I ſhall ſur- 
render it up to her;“ and in ſaying theſe Words 
ſhe got up. Stay (ſaid Alidorus, looking on her „ 
«* tenderly and ſtopping her) ſtay, beautiful Shep- 
* herdeſs, there is no Goddege, whoſe Tenderneſs I 
* would not ſacrifice to the Pleaſure of adoring you: 
And that Goddeſs [phis hath told you of, is not 
very ſubtle, at leaſt in Love Affairs, to permit 
© me the Sight of you.“ Tovng-and-Hand/ome could 
not then return any Anſwer ; for they took her out 
juſt at the very Moment to Dance, Never any 
Perſon acquitted herſelf with ſo good a Grace. And 
for the lovely Shepherd, he even ſurpaſſed himſelf. 
None of all the magnificent Entertainments at the 
Court of Young-and- Handſome ever gave her fo much 
Pleaſure as this rural Aſſembly; for love embel- 


liſhes all Places, where we can ſee the Perſons we 
Me. 8 
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Alidorus found his Love increaſe every Moment, 
and ſwore a thouſand Times to ſacrifice all the God- 
deſſes and Fairies in the World to the tender Paſ- 
ſion his Shepherdeſs inſpired in him. Toung-and- 
Handſome was charmed with theſe Sentiments of her 
beloved Shepherd; but was willing to make further 
Trial of his Paſſion. his was amiable, and if A- 
lidorus had not been there, without Doubt had had 
the Preference. The young Fairy ſpoke to him 
twice in a favourable Manner, and danced often 
with him. | | fs | 
At which Alidorus conceived a jealouſy as violent 
as his Love, which was not unobſerved by Young - 
and-Handſeme ; who, thinking herſelf ſure of her 
Shepherd's Heart, forbore to torment him, and 
- anon: no more to Ipbis all that Day; but caſt more 
vourable looks on Alidorus, which of themſelves 
were able to vanquiſh the moſt Inſenſible. 
Ar Night this fair Aſſembly broke up with Re- 
gret, when Young-and-Hand/ome would not permit 
any of the Shepherds to accompany her, but was 
followed by a thouſand Sighs : However, ſhe pro- 
miſed Alidorus to meet him the next day in the 
Meadow, and then went away with her Nymphs. 
The Shepherds let them go, hoping by following at 
a Diſtance, to know what Hamlet thoſe divine Per- 
ſons belonged to; but as ſoon as they had gained a 
little Wood, which deprived their Followers of the 
Sight of them, ſhe and her Nymphs diſappeared, 
and amuſed themſelves ſometime to ſee the Shep- _ 
herds ſearching out the Path they believed they had 
gone. Toung and-Handſome obſerved with Pleaſure 
that Alidorus ſeemed the moſt earneſt. Jppis was 
in Deſpair that they ſtayed ſo long before they pur- 
ſued them ; and a great many other Shepherds, 
whoſe Hearts the Nymphs had captivated, ſpent 
moſt of the Night to find them out, 
Young-and-Handſeme returned to her _ 
| a ä where 
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where (though a Fairy may have many Occaſions 
to be abſent) ſhe found all her Lovers very uneaſy, 
that they had not. ſcen her all that Day; but none 
of them durſt reproach her; for thoſe who were her 
Lovers were forced to be ſubmiſſive and reſpectful, 
or leave her Court: So ſevere was ſhe, that they 
durſt not tell herchcf their Tenderneſs; but hoped 
only to gain her by their Aſſiduities, Reſpect, and 
Conſtancy. 8 
Zoung and-Handſome ſeemed to take very little 
Notice of any Thing; ſhe eat but little, was 
oſten muſing, and the Princes her Admirers, who 
were Obſervers of all her Actions, thought they 
- heard her often ſigh. She took Leave of her Court 
betimes, and retired to her Apartment ; for when 
we are to ſee again thoſe we love, every Thing that 
—- gg that Happineſs ſeems cold and trouble- 
ome. 
The young Fairy, with her Nymphs, were in- 
ſtantly at her beloved Shepherd's Cabbin, concealed 


in a Cloud. He ſeemed very melancholy for not 


finding out the Way his divine Shepherdeſs had ta- 
ken, but found his Cottage as charming as he left 
it; only caſting his Eyes on the Floor, he perceived it 
was changed, and inſtead of the Hiſtories of God- 
defies who were in love with Shepherds, he ſaw ter- 


rible examples of unfortunate Lovers, who were 


not deſerving the Tenderneſs of thoſe Divinities. 

© You are in the right (cried the lovely Shepherd) 
« you are in the right, Goddeſs; I deſerve your 
* Anger : But why ſuffered you my Eyes to behold 
© a Shepherdeſs ſo lovely? Alas! what Deity was 
able to withſtand her Charms?“ 

Young-and- Handſome, who was then in the Cot- 
tage when Alidorus pronounced theſe Words, felt 
all her Softneſs and Tenderneſs redoubled. Then 
appeared another magnificent Supper, which Ali- 
Zorus made not ſo good a Uſe of as that of the Night 

N 6 before: 
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before: He was too much in love, and at the ſame 
Time jealous; he often recalled in his Mind his 
Shepherdeſs, her ſpeaking ot 1phis ; but the Promiſe 
ſhe made him, that he ſhould ſee her again the next 
Day, ſomewhat mitigated his Pain. 
The little Love waited on him all the Time; 

but Alidorut, wholly taken up with his Diſquiet, 
ſaid not one Word to him. The Table diſappeared, 
and a young Child making up to Alidorus, preſent- 
ed him with two Boxes, in which were magnificent 
Pictures, and then flew away. | 

The Shepherd immediately opened one of them, 

wherein was the Picture of a young Lady of a tran- 
ſcendant Beauty; under which theſe Words were 
wrote in Letters of Gold. | | 


Thy Happinsfs conſiſts in his Tenderneſs. 


Who but he who hath ſeen my Shepherdeſs, 
© (faid Alidorus, looking on the Picture) could re- 
ſiſt thoſe Charms?“ Then ſhutting the Box, he 
Jaid 1t careleſsly on the Table, and afterwards he 
opened the other Box: But how great was his Sur- 
prize, when he ſaw the Picture of his Shepherdeſs, 
mining with all thoſe Charms that had made ſo 
zi vely an Impreſſion on his Heart! 

She was painted in the ſame Dreſs he ſaw her in 
that Day, with her Head-dreſs of Flowers; and ſo 
tranſported was he with his Love, that it was a long 
while before he perceived theſe Words, which were 
wrote under it. ö 


F orget her Charms, or thy Love will be fatal to thee, 


Alas! (cnied-Aliderus, what Happineſs is there 
. * without m Shepherdeſs ?? This Tranſport charm- 
ed Young-and Handſome. That fine Picture Alidorus 
deipiled, was an imaginary one, by which the 
. * young 
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young Fairy had a Mind to try whether her Shep 
herd would prefer her to ſo beautiful a Perſon, who 
ſeemed to be a Godde's, or a Fairy; but ſatisfied 


with his Love, ſhe returned to her Palace, after ſhe- 


had by a Signal, called her Nymphs together, who 
were gone to ſee after their Lovers. 
Some of them were very well pleaſed with theirs, 


having found them thinking and ſpeaking of them . 


with Paſſion; others again were diflatisfed with the 
Effects of their Beauty, having found their Shep- 
herds aſleep, who in the Day-time appeared very 
amorous, but were not in Love enough to keep them 
waking all Night. os 

The young Shepherdeſs went to Bed when ſhe ar- 
rived at her Palace, pleaſed with the Love of her 
Shepherd, and agitated only with the ſweet im- 
patience of ſeeing him _ For Alidorus, he 
ſlept a little; and without diſquieting himſelf with 
the Menaces he read under the Pictures, thought of 
nothing but the Meadow, where he hoped to ſee his 
Shepherdeſs the next Day, which he thought ap- 
proached too ſlow. 

He drove his Flock to the fortunate Place where 
he firſt ſaw Young-and- Handſome, his little Dog 
watching them, while his Maſter dreamed of his 
Shepherdeſs. 

Vounę · and. Han ſome was that Day, againſt her 
Will, obliged to give Audience to ſeveral Ambaſ- 
ſadors that came from neighbouring Princes. Ne- 
ver were Audiences more ſhort, yet beſt Part of 
that Day was ſpent in thoſe troubleſome Ceremo- 
nies, and the young Fairy ſuffered as much as her 


Shepherd, who languiſhed under a moſt cruel Im- 


patience. The Sun ſet, and Alidorus, who thought 
he ſhould not ſee his divine Shepherdeſs that Day, 
was in the greateſt Grief imaginable : He fighed 
and bewailed his ill Fortune a thouſand Times, 
made theſe Verſes on her Abſence, and with the 
Iron of his Crook engraved them on a young oe 

i | on 
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T hou bright Beau!'y of the Day. 
Whom Love's Goddeſs can't ſurvey, 
Without Envy of thy Charms : 
Shining Beauty, Faire Face, 
Waited on by every Grace, 
7 hat the lovelieſt Female arms. © - 


How provigal has Lowe beftoww'd, 
All the Artillery of the God, 
You are made jo charming fair ; 
"Tis by you he woun?s all Hearts, 
An no l: nger by his Darts, 
Nymph, your Abſence brings Deſpair. 


Fated to paſs my Days alone, | 
| Bly Sorrows now are conflant grown, 
Tes my Love and they are one, 


Ne had hardly done, before Young-and-Han!fome 
appeared with her Nymphs at a Diſtance, allclothed 
like Shepherdefſes. Aliaorus knowing them pre- 
ſently, ran or rather flew towards Young- and-Haud- 
/ome, who received him with a charming Smile, 
capable to create a Happineſs in Gods themſelves, 
He ſpoke to her of his Love with an Ardour that 
might have perſuaded any Heart leſs affected than 
that of the young Fairy, who would ſee what he 
had engraved on the Tree, and was delighted both 
With the Wit and Tenderneſs of her young Shep- 
herd. He told her all that happened the Night be- 
fore, and offered her a thouſand Times to follow 
her to the End of the World, to avoid the Love a 
Goddeſs or Fairy had unhappily conceived for him. 
I ſhall loſe too much (replied Young-and-Hand- 
« ſome, if you fly that Fairy; for 'tis Time I diſ- 
cover to you my Sentiments, fince I am fatis- 
« fied with yours. *Twas I myſelf, Alidorus (con- 
« tinued the charming Shepherdeſs) it was 1 that 


gave 


5 
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gave you thoſe marks of my Tenderneſs, which, 
if you are faithful ſhall laſt for ever, and make 
us happy.” | . 

The lovely Shepherd, tranſported with Joy, caſt 
himſelf at her Feet, and, by his Silence informed 
the Fairy more, than if he had uſed the moſt pathe - 
tic Eloquence. N er ratied him 
up, and he found himſelf cloathed in a ſtately Ha- 
bit ; then the Fairy touching the Ground with her 
Crook, there appeared a magnificent Chariot, drawn 
by twelve white Horſes, very beautiful, and har- 
neſſed four on a-brealt Young-and- Han: ſome got 

into the Chariot, and made her lovely Shepherd fit 
8 down by her ; and as ſoon as the Nymphs had ta- 
ken their Places, the Horſes, which had no need of 
any Guide to obey the Fairy's Intentions, carried 
them preſently to a Caltle Young-and-Hand/cme 
took great delight in, which ſhe had embelliſhed 
with all her Art, and called the Caftle of Flowers. 

The young _ and her happy Lover arrived 
in a great Court, ſurrounded by Paliſadoes Breaſt- 
high, covered over with Jefſamin and Citrons, b 
which there ran a fine River, on the other fide of 
which were Meadows almoſt out of Sight, where 
the ſame River ſported in ſevera! Meanders, as if 
loth to leave ſo charming an Abode, _ 

The Caftle was much more to be admired for it's 
Architecture than Extent : there were twelve A- 
partments in it, each of which had its different Ex- 
cellencies, they being large, but not capable of con- 
taining the whole Court of Young-and Handſome, 
which was both numerous and magnificent. 

The young Fairy always came to this Caftle When 
ſhe had a Mind to be retired, attended only by fa. 
vourite Nymphs, and ſome of the Officers of her 
Houſhold. She conducted her Shepherd into the A- 
partment of Myrtles, where all the Furniture con- 
ſiſted of Myrtle, always in Flower, interwoven with 
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ſo much Art, as ſhewed the Fairy's delicate Taſte 
in the moſt ſimple Things. Thus all the Apart- 
ments were furniſhed with Flowers, which perfumed 
the Air with their Fregrancy. | 
Toung- and Handſome had baniſhed thence Winter, 
and never permitted the Heats of Summer to in- 
trade on fo agreeable a Place, but to enjoy with 
more Pleaſure the Beauty of the Baths ; which A- 
partment was made of blue and white Porphyry 
finely wrought, with Baths of different Sizes and 


Forms: That which Toung-and Handſme bathed _ 


in, was one entire Topaz ot exquiſite Beauty, over 


Which was a Canopy of yellow and Silver Brocade, 


adorned with Pearls, ſupported by four Pillars of 


Amethyſt, Alidorus, who was entirely taken up 


with the Happineſs of looking on his lovely Fairy, 
and ſeeing her ſenſible of his Paſſion, obſerved 
hardly any of theſe Wonders. A tender and plea- 
ſant Converſation enchanted theſe happy Lovers a 
long Time in the Apartment of Myrtles ; a mag- 


'nificent Supper was ſerved up in the Hall of Jon- 


quils which was followed by an Entertainment, 
wherein the Nymphs repreſented in Muſic the loves 
of Diana and Endymion, 3 


Young and. Hand ſome, who forgot to return to her 


Palace, paſſed the Remainder of the Night in the 
Apartment of Narciſſus; and Alidorus, tranſported 


with Love, was a long while before he could taſte 


the ſweets of Sleep in the Apartment of Myrtles, 
where che Nymphs conducted him after Supper: 


And that Night the Fairy, who was not willing to 


uſe her Power to calm an agreeable Diſorder, ſlept 
not till Day- break. 


Alidorus, who longed with Impatience to ſee the i 


charming Fairy again, waited ſome Time for that 
happy Moment in the Hall of Jonquils : He had 
negle&ted nothing in-his Dreſs that could add to his 


natural Graces and Beauties: And Joung- and-Hand - 
8 eme, 
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Jomt, who appeared more charming than Venus, 
ſpent Part of that Day with Alidorus and her 
Nymphs in the Gardens of the Caſtle, the Beauties 
of which ſurpaſſed Deſcription. 

They had a ſmall Regale in a delightful Wood, 
where Alidorus for ſome Time enjoyed the Pleaſure 
of declaring his Paſſion for Young-and- Hand/ory?, 
who returning that Night to her Palace, promiied 
Alidorus to come again the next Day. Never was 
any Abſence of ſo ſhort a Time ſo much regretted ; 
the Shepherd wiſhed paſſionately to have followed 
the young Fairy: ſhe being willing to conceal her 
Tenderneſs from her Court, deſired him to ſtay in 
the Garden of Flowers, None ever entered this 
Caftle without her Orders ; and for her Nymphs, 4 
ſhe feared not their diſcovering her Secrets; for 
thoſe of Fairies are always ſafe, and never di- 
vulged. She aſked Alidorus for his little Dog, to 
take him along with her ; for what pleaſes thoſe we 
love is always dear to us. | 

After the young Fairy was gone, the Shepherd, 
to entertain his Diſquiet, rather than divert it, went 
farther into the Wood, to dream on his adorable - 
Fairy; and in alittle Mead, that was in the midit | | 
of the Wood, enameled with Flowers, and watered * 
by a delicate Spring, he ſaw his Flock ſkipping on 
the Graſs, and guarded by fix young Slaves of good 
Mein, clothed in Blue and Gold, with Collars and 
Chains of the ſame : His favourite Ewe ſoon knew 
her Maſter, and came to him ; Alicorus careiſed 

her, and was ſenſibly touched at the Care Voung 
and-Handſome had for him. c 
The young Slaves ſhewed Alidorus their Hut, 

* Which was juſt by, at the End of a ſhady Alley, 

which little Abode was built all of Cedar, in which 
appeared the Cyphers of Young- anl. Handſome and 
Aliderus mixed together, with this Inſcription in 

Letters of Gold, on a large Turquoiſe ; * 

0 
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How pleaſant iaqthe ſbeet Abode, 
Where my Charmer's Flock doth feed ! 
By the Shepherd I'm beloved, 
In Bliſs no God can me exceed, 


The lovely Shepherd returned to the Caſtle of 
Flowers, charmed with the Bounties of the young 


Fairy : who the next Day came again to her happy 


Lover, as the promiſed. How great was his Joy 
to ſee her again! All that the young Fairy had 
done before, never gavehim ſo great a Pleaſure. 
She ſpent almoſt all her Time in the Caſtle of 
Flowers, and ſeldom appeared at her Court; where 
the Princes her Lovers felt a mortal Grief, ſince all 
was ſacrificed to the happy Alidorus. 

Bat it was impoſſible for ſo great a Felicity to 
laſt long without ſome Diſaſter. Another Fairy 


had ſeea the lovely Shepherd, and found her Heart 


ſenſible of his Charms, | 
One Evening when Toung-and Hundſcme was 
one to her Court, Alidorus, taken up with his 
ove, ſet muſing in the Hall of Jonquils ; when 
hearing a little Noiſe at one of the Windows, and 
looking that Way, he perceived a great Light, 
and ſoon after ſaw on a Table juſt by where he ſat, 
a little Woman, about half a Yard high, very old, 


with Hair as white as Snow, and an old-faſhioned 


Ruff and Fardingale. | 
I am the Fairy Mordicant (ſaid ſhe to the Shep- 
herd; and come to pronounce to you a Happi- 
«* nes, greater than that of being beloved by Young- 
© and-Handſome.” * What Happineſs can that be? 
© {aid Alidorus to her, i a diſdainful Manner) The 
Gods themſelves enjoy not a greater B'eſling !* 
It is that of pleaſing me (anſwered the old Fairy, 
haughtily :) I love you, and my Power is greater 
than that of Young: ard-Handſome, and almoſt 
equal to the Gods. Leave this young Fairy for 


* MC; 


WM. 
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me; I will revenge you of your Enemies, and on 


* thoſe you would prejudice.” | 
\ © Your Favours are of no uſe to me (replied the 
charming Shepherd, ſmiling) I have no Ene- 
mies, and would hurt nobody: I am too well ſa- 
« tisfied with my good Fortune, and if the beauti- 
* ful Fairy, whom I adore, had been only a Shep- 
© herdeſs, I had been as happy with her in a Cot- 
« tage, as I am in the moſt delightful Palace.” 
After theſe Words the wicked Fairy ſeemed all 
on a ſudden as large, as ſhe ſeemed at firſt little, 
and in diſappearing made a terrible Noiſe, The 
next Day Young and. Handſome came again to the 
Caftle of Flowers: Aliderus told her his Adventure 
they both knew the Fairy Mordicant to be both old 
and ugly, and very ſenſible of Love. The two 
Lovers paſſed a thouſand Jefts on her Paſſion, and 
never made themſelves a Moment uneaſy at the Ef- 
fects of her Revenge; for to be a fucceſsful Lover, 
and think of Misfortunes to- come, is a Thing 


unuſual. ; Fe 
Eight Days after, Toung-and-Han!ſome and the 


lovely Shepherd went to take the Air in a fine gilt 


Boat on the River, which ſurrounded this Caſtle of 
Flowers, followed by their ſmall Court in very fine 
Boats; Teung-and-Han ſome s was covered with a 
Canopy of a light Blue and Silver ſtuff, with Oars 
of the ſame, attended by others full of Muſicians, 
Alizorus more in Love than ever, regarded nothing 
but Young-and-Handſome, whoſe Beauty that Day 
appeared more charming to him than ever. | 
In the Midſt of their Pleaſures, twelve Syrens a- 
rofe out of the Water, followed ſoon after by as 
many Tritons ; who ranging themſelves by the boat. 
fide which Young and-Hand/ome was in, the Tritons 
with their concave Shells, performed a moſt agree- 
able Symphony, the Syrens ſang moſt alluring Airs, 
which amuſed the young Fairy and Shepherd ſome 
Time. Young- and. Hanifome, who was uſed to ſuch 


like 
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like Diverſions, thought it had been prepared by 
thoſe whom ſhe entruſted with that Care ; when 
thoſe perfidious Tritons and Syrens, laying their 
Hands on the Boat, ſunk down with it ſuddenly. 
All that Alidorus feared, was the Danger that the 
young Fairy ran, and would have ran towards her, 
but the Fritons carried him away; while Young- 
and Han ſome, forced away by the Syrens, was put 
into her own Palace. 5 : 
As one Fairy has no Power over another, the 
, Jealous Mprdicant limited. her Revenge, in making 
Young and-Handſome endure all the Torments a 
cruel Abſence could create. In the mean Time 
Alidorus was conveyed by the T7rtons into a terrible 
Caſtle, guarded by winged Dragons, where Mor- 
dicant reſolved to make the Shepherd anſwer her 
Love, or revenge herſelf on his Diſdain. They 
put him into a dark Room, where Mordicant, all 
mining with Jewels, came to him, and ſpoke of 
her Tenderneſs, whom the Shepherd, in Deſpair 
for being ſeparate from Young-and-Hani/ome, treat- 
ed with the utmoſt Contempt and Diſdain. 
Mordicant's Rage was inexpreſſible, and her Love 
too violent to deſtroy the Peron who was the Caule 
of it. She reſolved, after keeping Alidorus ſome 
Time in this moſt diſmal Priſon, to vanquiſh his 
Fidelity by new Artifices; and to that End tranſ- 
ported him ſuddenly into a magnificent Palace, 
where he was ſerved with a Pomp no ways inferior 
to what he had ſeen in the Caſtle of Flowers. She 
endeavoured to diſſipate his Grief by a thouſand 
agreeable Entertainments ; aad the moſt beautiful 
Nymphs in the World, which compoled her Court, 
ſeemed to ſtrive which ſhould have the Honour of 
pleaſing him. They never ſpoke to Alicorus of the 
wicked Fairy's Love, that faithful Shepherd lan- 
guiſhed in the mid of Pleaſur es, and was as much 
in Deſpair for his Abſence from Yowg: and Hand- 
ſome, at all the moſt gallant Entertainments, a; 
when in his diſmal Priſon. ; 
2 
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In the mean Time, Mordicant hoped that the Ab- 
ſence of Young-and-Handſome, the continual Plea- 
ſures ſhe endeavoured to amuſe him with, and the 
fight of fo many charming Perſons, might in the 

End render the Heart of the Shepherd unfaithful : 
Her Deſign, by preſenting ſo many beautiful 
Nymphs to his View, was to find out what Sort of 
Beauty he liked beſt, that ſhe might aſſume aForm 


- accordingly ; ſometimes ſhe appeared a charming 


Brown, and ſometimes a moſt delicate Fair, 

Love, who can do every Thing, then ſuſpended 
her natural Cruelty ; but her Deſpair of not bein 
able to ſhake the Conſtancy of Alicorus rekindled 
her Rage ſo much, that ſhe reſolved to deſtroy that 


charming Shepherd, and to make him a Victim to 
that unſhaken Love he preſerved for Young-and= 


Hand/ome. : 
One Day as ſhe was watching undiſcovered, ſhe 


heard Alidorus, who was leaning over the Baniſters 


of a Gallery that looked towards the Sea, fighing 
' grievouſly, and making ſuch tender and piercin 
Complaints, as ſhewed the lively Paſſion he had for 
the young Fairy ; when tranſported with Rage, ſhe 
appeared to him in her own natural Shape, and 
after having caſt a thouſand Reproaches on ham, 
confined him in a Priſon, and told him, that in 
three Days he ſhould be ſacrificed to her Hatred, by 
the moſt cruel Puniſhments a deſpiſed Lover could 
inflict, h 
Alidorus, for his Part, valued not his Life, which 
was inſupportable to him when abſent from Young - 
and-Handſome ; and as he was ſatisfied he had no- 


thing to apprehend on her Part from Mordicant's . 


Anger, he expected with Firmneſs of Mind, the 
Death which had been pronounced. 

In the mean Time Young-and-Handſome, who 
was as faithful to her Shepherd, groaned under her 
Grief of loſing him. The Syrens, as ſoon as they 
had carried her to the Palace, diſappeared, andthe 


young 
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young Fairy, not doubting but that it was the 
cruel Moraicaat that had carried Alidorus away, 
could not diſguiſe trom her Court the Grief which 
her Tenderneſs for her Shepherd, and her Loſs of 
him, created. | 

How many Kings were there jealous of the Miſ- 
fortunes to which the wicked Fairy' precipitated. 
Alidorus ! What a Rage were the Princes her Ad- 
mirers in, when they underſtood that they had a 
Rival beloved, and ſaw her ſhed Tears for him! 
Yet their Hopes revived at the lpſing of him, tor 
they were ſenſible that Toung-a#d-Handſome knew 
as well how to love as to pleaſe : They redoubled 
their Importunities, and every one flattered him- 
ſelf with the pleaſing Hope to ſucceed that happy 
Lover; when Young-and-Hanſome, equally afflicted 
with the Abſence of 4/idor us, and wearied with the 
Love of his Rivals, left her Court, and retired to 
the Caſtle of Flowers. 

The ſight of that charming Abode, where every 
Thing reminded her of her lovely Shepherd, aug- 
mented her Grief and Tenderneſs; when one Day 
as ſhe was walking in thoſe pleaſaat Gardens, 
« Alas! (ſaid ſhe, looking on the Uraaments that 

© embellithed it) Ionce took a Pleaſure in you, but 
am no too much taken up with my Grief, to 
think of adding to your Beauties.” 

As ſhe made an End of theſe Words, ſhe per- 
ceived the Flowers moved by a gentle Wind, and 
ſaw them ranged in a different Manner: At firſt 
they repreſenteatheCyphers of Joung- and-Han iſome, 
then other Cyphers which ſhe knew not, and pre- 
ſen:ly afterwards they formed diſtinct Letters, by 
which Young-and Han ſome read theſe Verſes: 


To grace this Place bid gentle Zephir wait. 
With ſpringing Gales the Flowers to conſecrate 3 
For F10ra every Day Exceſs he ſhews, 
And does his Care luxurioufly expoſe ; 
F g Ambitious 
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Ambitious more under your Pow'r to live, 
Heu but ſmile, much greater he will give. 


When ſhe had read theſe Verſes, ſhe ſaw in the 
Air a God, who came to declare his Love to her, 
drawn in a Chariot of Roſes by white Vapours. As 


ſoon as the Chariot alighted on the Earth, the 


God Zephirus got out of it, and approached the 
young Fairy : he ſpoke to her with all the Grace 
and Gallantry of a Deity, while the young Fairy, 
though pleaſed with ſo glorious a Conqueſt, an- 
ſwered him like a faithful Lover. Zephirus, not 
at all diſmayed at the rigorous Anſwers of Young- 
and - Handſome, but flattering himſelf with the 
Hopes of ſoftening her Heart by his gentle Ap- 
proaches, made conftant Court to her, and neg- 
lected nothing that might pleaſe her. Which con- 


tributed much to the glory of Alidorus thus to have 


a God for his Rival, and to be preferred before 
him. 

All this while Alidorus, that happy Mortal was 
ready to expire by the Fury of Mordicant ; he had 
been almoſt a Year in that Condition, when Ze- 
phirus, who had no Hopes of overcoming the Con- 
ſtancy of Joung and Handſome, touched with the 
Tears ſhe ſhed, and finding her one Day more me- 
lancholy than ordinary, faid to her, Since I am 
no longer permitted charming Fairy, to flatter 
myſelf with the Happineſs of pleaſing you, Lwill 
however, contribute to your Felicity, Tell me 
what I ſhall do (continued he) to accompliſh it.” 
Reſtore me Alidorus (replied the young Fairy, 
with a ſmile that created new Love in Zephiras;) 
T have no Power over another Fairy: But you, 
Zephirus, are a God, and your Power can reach 
that cruel Rival.“ I will endeavour (anſwered 
Zephirus) to overcome the Love you have in- 
ſpired me with, to do you an agreeable Service.” 

At.er 
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After theſe Words he flew away, leaving Young- 


and Hani/eme, full of pleaſing Expectations. 


Zephirus, fully convinced of the young Fairy's 
Conſtancy, and having no Hopes left, flew to the 
horrible Priſon where Alidorus was kept, attended 
by fix impetuous Weſtern Winds, which opened 
the Priſon Doors, and afterwards carried the lovely 
Shepherd in a bright Cloud to the Caſtle of Flow- 


ers; where after he had ſurveyed him, his Aſto- 


niſhment was not fo great at the Fidelity of 7 oung- 


and Hand/ome. 


Aiidorus and Young and Handſome, overjoyed to 
ſee one another again, thought each other mcre 
amiable, and loved more, tenderly. Theſe two 
Lovers returned the God a thouſand thanks, who 
afterwards left them, and returned to Flora. 

Young-and Han ſome, willing that all her Court 
ſhould partake of her Happineſs, celebrated her 
Marriage by a thouſand Sports throughout the Ex- 
tent of her Empire, notwithſtanding the Grief of 
the Princes her Lovers, who were SpeQators of the 


Triumph of the lovely Shepherd: and that ſhe 


might be under no apprehenſions for the future of 


Mordicant's Rage againſt Alidorus, learnt him the 


Fairy Art, and preiented him with the Gift of per- 
petual Youth. After having beſtowed ſo great a 
bleſing on her Happy Lover, mindful of his Glory, 


' the gave him the Caſtle of Flowers, and made him 


to be acknowiedzed Sovereign of that Country, 
where his Anceſtors had formerly reigned ; fo 
that he became the greateſt of Kings, where he had 


been the moſt charming of Shepherds. 


. 


